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BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee met on Thursday, May 10, 2001, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.
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Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #99-1 – Arts Commission/Mall Sculpture Program.  Scott Cutler, Chairman of the Convention Center Commission, indicated Council members received their recommendation for Arts Collection Management and Policy Guidelines for the BTI Center.  Mr. Cutler indicated this is a draft policy and they invite comments from the City Attorney and others.  He stated the policy was developed when they found that the City did not have a policy in place that applied to their situation.

City Attorney McCormick commended Mr. Cutler, Convention Center Director Krupa and the Commission for their good work in getting off to a good start with this policy.  He stated he had only two suggestions.  One would be to develop a preamble to the document that makes it an abundantly clear that all siting and moving of arts objects will be made by the City Council.  He pointed out the proposed guidelines say that in a couple of places but he feels adding a preamble would make it abundantly clear.  He indicated the second suggestion is Section 4 of the policy entitled, “Removal of Art Work” lists 7 conditions under which movement of art work would take place.  He stated he believes it would save a lot of trouble down the road if we just deleted the 7 criteria and have the section but say that art work would be removed or moved at the sole discretion of the City Council upon recommendation of the Convention Center Commission.  He stated it would best to have it worded in that manner as it could save some possible bad situations down the road.  He stated for example if someone donated a piece of art and for some reason wanted it relocated or moved to another location it could cause problems.  Mr. Cutler indicated they would be glad to incorporate those suggestions and have it ready for the Council on Tuesday.  It was agreed that the changes would be made and the revised policy could be included in the agenda packet and the Committee would recommend approval..

Mayor Coble read a letter from Scott Cutler tendering his resignation from the Convention Center Commission.  Mayor Coble commended Mr. Cutler for the great job he has done on the Authority pointing out the BTI Center is a better place because of his work.  He publicly thanked Mr. Cutler for his work pointing out he has been a great chairman and has done a great job.

Item #99-14 – ATV Park – Possible Site, Funding Option.  Mayor Coble pointed out Committee members received in their agenda packet some information which indicates it looks like there may be some grants available for such a facility.  He stated the next question is whether there is land available where such a facility could be located.  He stated the maximum we could receive under any of the grant options is approximately $50,000.  He pointed out $50,000 is not going to buy land so we would to look at the possibility of placing such a facility on existing land.  City Manager Allen indicated there are some pretty sizeable liability questions and staff did not go to the next level of determining whether there is land available.  He stated staff wanted to provide the information on funding options and determine if this is a program that the City would want to take on and if so then we could go to the next step.  Mayor Coble indicated the questions would be where such a facility could be located, how much it would cost, land acquisition, liability cost, etc.  He stated it looks like the only outside funds that may be available would be some $50,000 in grants and he would question if this type facility is a priority for the City.  Mr. Scruggs pointed out it seems like this is a the type of facility that belongs with the private sector.  He stated he does not think it is something at this point that the City should get into.  We have other needs including park maintenance and other things that he would see as a priority; therefore, he would move that this item be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Item #99-17 – Southeast Raleigh Economic Development.  Lauren Swift pointed out Council members received a report which recommends a process for the Budget and Economic Development Committee appointments to be proposed to City Council.  Committee members also received a copy of the work plan approved by the City Council on April 3, 2001.  Planner Swift went over the information and the names that have been submitted.  She pointed out there is a list of the 15 organizations they checked with pointing out they contacted each organization and requested that they make nominations.  She stated they’ve received names from 14 organizations and expect the 15th soon.  She pointed out Committee members had received copies of the nomination forms.  She pointed out the Budget and Economic Development Committee would make the other 15 appointments from the groups or representatives as outlined.  Mayor Coble indicated he had received the names of Greg Warren and Cliff Faison.  Mayor Coble stated those names would be put into the hat and the Budget and Economic Development Committee would come up with names from the other groups.  Ms. Swift indicated it is hoped to have the nominations made at the next Budget and Economic Development Committee and there would still be time for the Assembly to meet by the end of June.  A copy of the names that have been submitted and the other organizations in which names need to be submitted is attached.  Mr. West questioned if the Committee would get information on each of the individuals that are to be suggested that is the same type of information that has been received from the member organizations.  Ms. Swift indicated indicated once she gets the list she would contact each person and provide them with information so that all the similar information can be submitted.  Mr. West questioned if 30 is a magical or fixed number with Ms. Swift indicating not from staff’s perspective.  Mayor Coble pointed out 30 was a target number but it could be 28 or 33.  He stated if Committee members have nominations they should be given to Ms. Swift.  Mr. West asked about the facilitator piece and the status of that with Ms. Swift pointing out an RFP is being developed and will be sent out soon.  It was agreed to hold the item in Committee with the understanding Committee members would be submitting names.

Item #99-28 – RTI – Brownsfield Project – Options.  Staff was asked to look at the program and come up with a work plan and cost (copy attached).  Ms. Swift went over the work plans including the Garner Road Streetscape, street lighting improvements, assisted living facility joint venturing, stormwater through wetlands, neighborhood improvements/code enforcement, state property sale and redevelopment area plan.  Mayor Coble talked about the Garner Road street lighting pointing out it was his understanding the people want more lighting.  He stated if we can save money by using the same type street lighting we have he feels that would be better and he would suggest that we use the standard street lighting rather than going with upgraded fixtures.  Assistant City Manager Wray spoke briefly to the assisted living joint venturing pointing out this would not require any direct appropriation from the City but would utilize joint venture money for that part of the program.  Mr. West questioned if an assisted living facility would require rezoning.  Assistant City Manager Wray indicated we are not necessarily looking at putting an assisted living facility in a particular site that staff is looking into sites that are appropriately zoned.  He talked about the idea of a redevelopment plan and pointed out in order to be able to trigger some Federal resources we may want to look at a larger area and presented a new and enlarged area map (copy attached).

Mr. West spoke briefly about the State property sale piece of the program and the environmental wetlands educational facility.  He questioned if that is a part of the overall plan.  Ms. Swift pointed out it was in the RTI plan with Mr. Wray pointing out we are asking the State to work with us on that aspect of the plan.  In response to questioning, Assistant City Manager Wray indicated part of the work that Hammer Siler George did incorporates the RTI work it is not a duplication of effort.  Ms. Swift pointed out consolidating the utilities on Garner Road was part of the suggestion but we do not have a cost estimate as it is hard to get and that is not included in the plan.  Mayor Coble indicated he does not feel that would have as high of priority as the streetscape plan.  After brief discussion the Committee by general consensus agreed to recommend that the streetscape and lighting be top priorities and that the item be referred to the Budget Work Session for further discussion.

Item #99-23 – Lake Lynn Greenway – Drinking Fountain.  It was pointed out this item involves a request for a drinking fountain on the Lake Lynn trail near Lake Lynn Road.  The total cost is some $11,000 due to the need to extend a water line 500 feet.  Mayor Coble suggested that the report be received and removed from the agenda with no action.  Mr. Scruggs indicated this came up as a result of a newspaper article in which it was pointed out that no one had access to water fountains in some of our parks.  He stated former City Manager Benton looked into this with Mr. Scruggs pointing out he thought everyone was shocked at the dollar amount it would take to install drinking fountains.  He stated, however, we are talking about more than just drinking water.  He sees a need to have water available pointing out he is concerned that it is not available.  Mayor Coble stated when he saw the report on vandalism he is not sure this would be a good use of City dollars.  He stated there are drinking fountains near the building but not on the trail.  Mayor suggested reporting this item out with no action.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Donation of Land – Houseman/Barker Property.  Committee members received information which indicates the City currently owns greenway land along the west side of Marsh Creek in the vicinity of Brentwood.  The City has been offered at no cost the fee interest of 1.94 acres adjacent to the greenway.  The property is at the end of Glen Ridge Drive and will provide public access to the greenway.  A Phase I environmental audit reveal no environmental problems.  The offer is made by Michael Houseman and Phillip Barker.  It was pointed out this could be utilized in our greenway system.  Mr. Scruggs moved acceptance of the property.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Item #99-34 – Center for Volunteer Care Giving – Funding.  Mayor Coble asked that this item be removed from the Budget and Economic Development Committee and referred to Budget Work Session pointing out that is where he meant to have the item referred initially.

Closed Session.  Mayor Coble stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff as to how to proceed in the possible acquisition of property in the following areas: 1) alternatives for office space – Hillsborough Street area; 2) expansion of Martin Luther King Garden Park; and, 3) Horseshoe Acres Park entrance acquisition.  Mayor Coble moved approval of the motion which was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Committee went into closed session at 5:45 p.m.  Minutes of that section of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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