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BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee met in regular session on Thursday, September 13, 2001 at 5:00 p.m., in Room 201, City Council Chambers, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:


Committee




Staff
Mayor Coble, Presiding


City Manager Allen

Mr. Odom




Assistant City Manager Wray

Mr. Scruggs




City Attorney McCormick






Administrative Services Director Prosser






Community Development Director Breazeale






Planning Director Chapman

Mayor Coble called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Tupper Memorial Baptist Church - Blount Street Property.  It was explained that Tupper Memorial Baptist Church had approached the City in terms of using the Convention Center Parking Deck to serve their congregational parking needs for Sunday services and meetings.  City Manager Allen explained the City is able to accommodate their request for free parking within the Convention Center on Sundays at the present time noting as parking demands change the City may be required to amend this accommodation at some point in the future.  City Manager Allen indicated there are no marks or designated parking spaces just on Sundays; the gates would be open and anybody could park free.  Mr. Odom questioned if that could be retracted at anytime with City Manager Allen explaining the City would not be entering into an agreement we would just let people park in the deck on Sundays.  We would let representatives of Tupper Memorial know that it is available to the public.  Representatives of the church understand that the deck may have to be closed for special events or on special occasions but other than that it would be open to the public and they are welcome to use it.  Mayor Coble moved that the item be removed from the agenda with no action taken as staff has dealt with the issue.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Condemnation - South Park Redevelopment - 712 South Bloodworth Street.  Administrative Services Director Prosser explained the City has been working in the South Park Redevelopment area for a number of years.  He pointed out the location of the South Park property and indicated 712 South Bloodworth Street is the remaining outparcel.  Committee members received information in their agenda packet outlining the background and information on this item (Copy attached).  Mr. Odom moved the recommendation as outlined be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Mr. Odom questioned if the City went through the total process with this property with Mr. Prosser indicating that is correct.  He explained there were three appraisals made and paid for by the City.  In response to questioning from Mr. Odom, Mr. Prosser pointed out we normally recoup our cost when we go through the condemnation proceedings.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Condemnation - 500 Block of South Person/South Blount Street Redevelopment Area.  Committee members received in their agenda packet background information on the request for condemnation at 517 South Blount Street (copy attached).  Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Condemnation - Thompson Hunter Redevelopment - 547 and 549 East Martin Street.  Committee members received background information in their agenda packet relating to the request for property and easement condemnation between 547-549 East Martin Street (copy attached).  Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Coble and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Block A-21 - Block Sale.  Community Development Director Eileen Breazeale explained the location of Block A-21.  She pointed out it is in the Downtown East area and the City has been assembling property over the last several years.  She stated we have just completed a big storm sewer project in the area.  The City owns all of the property in the block with the exception of one piece that we are in the process of acquiring at this point.  The approved redevelopment plan shows residential, retail and mixed use office space.  Committee members received in their agenda packet background information, history and the recommendation as well as the proposed RFP.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  He questioned however the storm water improvements and how that would impact this property.  Community Development Director Breazeale pointed out it was placed in the middle of the block and buildings could be built right up to the street.  Mr. Odom's motion for approval was seconded by Mayor Coble and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Item #99-31 North Person Street - Parking Needs.  City Manager Allen pointed out the staff had looked at the parking needs in this area and it is felt that we need some analysis or that more study is needed.  He explained when the City approved the streetscape program a parking analysis was not included or completed.  It is felt the next step would be a parking analysis of the area.  Staff does not have ample time to conduct the analysis so we would have to hire an outside consultant.  Mayor Coble moved that the staff continue their efforts, obtain the report and bring the item back to committee.  A parking plan would give the Council more detail to work with.  Mr. Odom questioned if the item needs to stay in Committee with Mayor Coble pointing out he feels it would be best to keep it in Committee and the report could be brought back and once the information is available the Committee could continue its work.  Mayor Coble stated without objection staff could continue with their work and the item would be held in Committee.

Surplus Property - 0 Hertford Road - Committee members received in their agenda packet information on the background history and recommendation relating to 0 Hertford Road.  In response to questioning Administrative Services Director indicated this is a small sliver of land and Administration feels this is the best way to move forward.  A copy of the background information is attached.  Mr. Odom moved approval if no one from staff objects.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Item #99-17 – Southeast Raleigh Assembly – Assistant City Manager Wray indicated it is recommended the Committee appoint the remainder of the Executive Committee or Committee chairs as follows:  Building Human Capital – Cathey Ector; Community Involvement – Yvette Holmes;  Housing – Tyler Toulon; Public Safety – Nicole Sullivan; Business/Commercial Development – Timothy E. Figgins; Equity/Resource Development – Danny Coleman.  Mr. Coble moved approval of the recommendation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs.  Mr. Odom questioned if Mr. West had had an opportunity to look at these with Mr. Wray indicated he had.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.

The Southeast Raleigh Assembly also recommends that the membership of the Budget and Economic Development Committee be appointed as ex-official members to the Southeast Raleigh Assembly.  The Southeast Raleigh Assembly also recommends the appointment of the following advisory group: Clarence E. Lightner, Brad Thompson, Arthur J. Calloway, Ralph Campbell, Jr., Vernon Malone, John Winters and Pete Wilder.  Mayor Coble moved approval of the recommendation.  His motion seconded by Mr. Odom and after brief discussion on the amount of time the Advisory Committee would have to put forth the motion as stated was put to a vote and passed unanimously.

Laurel Hills Greenway Access – City Manager Allen pointed out Staff has been working with the Laurel Hills Homeowners Association relative to an access across their property to the Laurel Hills greenway.

Administration Services Director Prosser introduced Greg Pittman who has done an outstanding job meeting with the people of the Laurel Hills Homeowners Association, and there have been weekend and nightly meetings, etc.  He was also involved in the sewer acquisition a number of years ago where the City was piggy backing a greenway and sewer easement.  He pointed out at that time several efforts were made to ascertain their interest in allowing access through their property to the greenway.  He pointed out they were not interested as they were concerned about people parking in their parking lots, leaving debris, etc.  He stated it is his understanding they have come to the conclusion that a public access easement across the sewer line will allow the City to accomplish its purpose.  There will be a public easement and the access will be built to all standards, etc.  He pointed out they have a copy of the easement document and he understands they are willing to grant the easement at the appraised value.

Mr. Scruggs talked about the need for access and the hard work that has gone on.  He referred to a map which denotes the households who are in agreement with the access easement pointing out this would give the Committee an idea of the number of people in the area who would like to see the access.  Mayor Coble pointed out Committee members received copy of a letter from Larry Benson and John Downs supporting this issue.  Mr. Downs was at the meeting pointing out they do support the easement and access.  Mayor Coble expressed appreciation for everyone coming down to show their support and moved approval of the agreement as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Closed Session – Mayor Coble stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to GS143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff as to how to proceed in the possible acquisition of property in the following areas: Office Space Options – 301 Hillsborough Street.  On behalf of the Committee he moved approval of the motion which was seconded by Mr. Scruggs and put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The Committee entered into closed session at 5:20 p.m.  Minutes of that section of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.

Just prior to entering closed session, the Committee took questions from a journalism class who was in attendance at the meeting.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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