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The Budget and Economic Development Committee met on Monday, June 24, 2002 at 11:00 a.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 W. Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Committee




Staff
Mayor Meeker, Presiding


City Manager Allen

Ms. Cowell




City Attorney McCormick

Mr. Odom




Police Attorney Bryant

Mr. West




Planner Brown







Parks Planner Bailey







Community Development Director Breazeale







Assistant City Manager Wray







Administrative Services Director Prosser







Michelle Grant







Doug Bethune







Erin Dando

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #99-6 – Southeast Raleigh Economic Development.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Southeast Raleigh Assembly Executive Committee adopted the Garner Road Area Redevelopment Plan and referred it to the Budget and Economic Development Committee for information and to the Planning Commission for approval.  It was pointed out the plan will be on the July 25 Planning Commission agenda.

Planner Watson Brown gave a history of the Garner Road Area Redevelopment Plan which the Committee had received in their agenda packet.  He pointed out the work began last year when the Southeast Raleigh Assembly formed the Garner Road Ad Hoc Committee which held numerous meetings.  He pointed out the Garner Road area under consideration is bound by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, Raleigh Correctional Center, Walnut Creek and Hammond Road.  Planner Brown went over the major planning elements of Garner Road West, Garner Road East, Brown Birch, S. State Street, transitional area and improvements to Garner Road and sidewalks in the area.  He pointed out the Walnut Creek Wetland proposal, while not included in this area, is supported by the group.  He briefly explained proposed land uses, acquisition areas and proposed public improvements.  He talked about the plan calling for a community design workshop and how that would work.  He went through the redevelopment area planning process and the proposed schedule pointing out the Planning Commission will take the item up on July 25, report to the Council and hopefully a public hearing could be scheduled on August 6.  Planner Brown pointed out his presentation is for information only as there is no action needed by the Committee at this point.

Mayor Meeker pointed out there are a lot of financial components and questioned how the proposal will be financed.  Planner Brown pointed out a lot of activities are on going in the area including Weed and Seed Passage Homes, etc.  The Southeast Raleigh Assembly is doing some outreach work toward encouraging private development.  He stated it is hoped that they will be able to get a sizeable private commitment to fund some of the elements.  He stated it is an expensive plan which includes a lot of long term projects.

Mr. West talked about involvement of the property owners and business owners and prospective developers and how they could be included to encourage their participation.  Planner Brown pointed out the community workshop has not been designed as yet but pointed out have a goal of trying to encourage private development.  Mr. West talked about how the workshop could be put together and told of the experience in Greenville South Carolina and the charatte that was held and the outcome.  He stated it would be good to invite potential investors and private property owners.  Mr. Odom talked about the financial page in the plan with Planner Brown pointing out we know about the CD side of the financing but we need work on the private commitments.  Mr. West pointed out he thought there had been some contact made with the equity piece and stressed the need to involve everyone in putting the program together.  It was pointed out there is no action needed with Mayor Meeker suggesting that the item be received as information and reported out with no action.

Item #01-24 – Downtown Parking – Enforcement.  Mayor Meeker pointed out his concern is that we have a handful of private property owners who own surface parking lots in the downtown area.  These lots are leased during the day but at night they are vacant.  Many times people park in these lots not realizing they are parking illegally.  This causes a huge public relations problem and pointed out many times it causes confrontation problems as well as safety problems.  He stated many times people leave events in the downtown area and find that their car has been towed and they wonder around trying to find their cars.  The problem can be a public safety issue.  He questioned what kind of authority the City has in dealing with these predatory towing companies.  He questioned what authority the City may have to restrict the towing in these situations.  He does not know that the City has any authority to modify that law.  He stated many private property owners will put chains across the driveway or something of that nature.  He stated the whole towing issue is covered by Federal Aviation law and that controls what the City can do.  He stated, however, he has just learned of a U.S. Supreme Court decision which was made by a 7-2 vote upholding a local act based on a safety issue.  He stated he has just received notice of the decision and has not had time to study it at this point.  He explained the Police Attorney had provided information on current laws and the Charlotte case.

Mayor Meeker asked that the issue be held and let the City Attorney look at the recent decision and give his thoughts.  He stated it is not a wide spread problem there are may be four or five lots.  He stated from what he has heard the towers do not tow the first two or three cars that park in the lot they wait until there are a number of cars and then tow.  Many times people wonder around trying to find their car or do not have the cash to reclaim their car.  He stated it is a public safety issue because of people being lost and wondering around looking for their cars in a strange area and from time-to-time when they find their cars it becomes confrontational.

Mr. Odom questioned if the City has a list of who owns the lots and if the City could make contact with them and try to make a deal with them for use of the lot in return for cleaning up the trash, relieving them of liability or something of that nature.

Ms. Cowell stated the City could ask the owners to make it clear to people that parking is not authorized and ask if they could chain and lock the driveways.  She talked about a recent incident of being downtown at night and seeing cars in a lot and wondering if it was okay to park there so she understands the problems and the concerns.  She stated she parked in one of the those lots and had no problem but it could easily have gone the other way.  She stated maybe the City could approach the property owners in a constructive way and ask for their help.  Mayor Meeker stated Steve McLaurin could provide some information on the location of the problem areas.  It was agreed to hold the item and let the City Attorney and staff come back with a recommendation.

Item #01-30 – Bragg Street Mini Park Funding Request.  City Manager Allen pointed out Council members received information on what the City’s efforts have been as it relates to the Bragg Street Mini Park project.  It was pointed out the City has invested a little over $12,000 in the project.  City Manager Allen pointed out he had understood that the fencing was the issue and staff feels that it can accomplish the fencing with existing resources.  He stated, however, he understands there may be some other issues.

Doug Wilson and Donna Kidder, representing the Legacy Project, pointed out they created the park revitalization program.  Mr. Wilson briefly went through the work of the Legacy Group and stated based on their time frame and their inability to locate a 501 (C)-3 they got behind on their collection to the tune of some $8,000 and they are asking that the City makeup that shortfall.  He stated they still owe for part of the playground equipment.  It was pointed out the fencing was not a part of the original project.  It was pointed out they could get the fencing but were never able to get the estimates for the installation of the fence.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City could commit to doing the fence with the existing resources.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this group has done a lot of good work and talked about the other projects that they have accomplished or are working on.  Mayor Meeker pointed out as they continue their work hopefully they will work with the City on other projects.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of reimbursing the group $8,000 from City Council Contingency and ask Administration to undertake the fencing work with existing resources.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.

Surplus Property – 1103 Clifton Street.  Mr. West pointed out he understands an offer has been received to purchase City owned property at 1103 Clifton Street for $255.  City Manager Allen pointed out this is a small land locked parcel adjacent to 1105 Clifton Street.  The adjacent property owners have offered $255.  Administration recommends accepting the offer subject to the upset bid process.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell.

Mr. Odom pointed out the tax value is shown as $5,600; therefore, he would question why the City would accept $255.  City Manager Allen stated he thought the tax value was based on the size of the land and pointed out it is a land locked portion.  Ms. Cowell questioned if some of the other adjacent property owners may be interested in purchasing the property and what process the City uses.  Are the other adjacent property owners notified or how would they find out.  The City Clerk reported it is advertised in the newspaper.  Administrative Services Prosser pointed out the Real Estate department has already talked to most of the people.  He stated what normally occurs in these cases is that once the Council declares the property surplus and offers it for sale, the adjacent property owners are notified and can raise the bid if they so choose.  It was pointed out the City acquired this land through a public nuisance abatement and foreclosure.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  Mr. Odom stated he thought $255 was not enough for the property.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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