
Budget & Economic Development


February 26, 2002


Budget & Economic Development


September 9, 2002


BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee met in regular session on Monday, September 9, 2002, at 4:30 p.m. in Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.


Committee




Staff

Mayor Meeker, Presiding

     City Manager Allen

Ms. Cowell



     City Attorney McCormick
Mr. Odom



     Administrative Services Director Prosser
Mr. West



     Parks and Recreation Director Duncan





     Public Affairs Director Kirkpatrick

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #01-25 - Moore Square Improvement Process.  City Manager Allen indicated this item was last discussed by Council at it’s July 16, 2002 meeting at which time it was referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.  He indicated Council members had received a process for development of a plan pointing out that process has been reviewed by the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Committee as well as the Public Works Committee which made a recommendation to Council.  That recommendation was referred to Committee.  City Manager Allen stated the Council has not established a process that it wants to go through in developing the Moore Square Improvement plan.  Mr. Odom pointed out we had a process, moved ahead and approved a plan and then stopped.  He stated he does not want to do anything until one or two things happen in the downtown area.  He stated this is a very important park but he feels we should wait and not do anything at this point.  He stated he has no problem with the process but does not feel we should move ahead at this point.  In response to questions, City Manager Allen pointed out the Committee could recommend no action and when it is ready to move forward with the project to take action at that point.  Mayor Meeker pointed out this project was originally funded for about $250,000 and later an additional $500,000 was added.  He stated however when the Council stopped the process, it reallocated the $500,000 but he believes there is some $250,000 left in a reserve.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the Livable Street Partnership will address what should happen at Moore Square.  City Manager Allen pointed out he does not believe they will recommend any specific plans for Moore Square but from an overall program concept the area may be included.  Mayor Meeker questioned the urban design center the City has established and whether the Moore Square Improvements could be a part of that work.  City Manager Allen pointed out that is a possibility.
Ms. Cowell pointed out the proposed master plan process has been developed and was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and may be when that Committee acts on the proposal we could get a broader process developed.  Mr. Odom moved that this item be reported out of the 
Committee with no action at this time with the understanding it could come back to Council when other things have happened in the Downtown area.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Item #01-20 – Shaw/St. Augustine’s Games – Civic Center.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has been in contact with officials from both Shaw and St. Augustine’s regarding available dates for use of the Civic and Convention Center but have not heard back from either.  Mr. West stated he had not heard from either school concerning this concept.  Mr. Odom moved that the item be removed from the agenda with no action taken with the understanding it could come back if we receive additional contact from either school.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Item #99-6 – Devereux Meadow Redevelopment.  City Manager Allen pointed out Council members had received a status report in their agenda packet.  He stated this item has been in Committee for quite some time and it has potential but at this point there are no specific plans or offers on the table.  Mr. Odom moved the item be removed from the agenda with no action as this time.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Item #99-25 – Fairground Area Flex/Parking.  City Manager Allen pointed out Council members received a report in their agenda packet and suggested the Committee may wish to report this item out until further action is forthcoming from the State of North Carolina.  Mr. Odom moved the item be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.

Ms. Cowell pointed out this is in her neighborhood and it was a huge issue and she was very disappointed that the State has not taken any further action.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there is anything the City can do to move ahead with this issue.  Mr. Odom stated he thought it provided some great opportunities but he doesn’t see anything happening.  Administrative Services Director Prosser spoke briefly about discussions that have been held but pointed out no issues are on the table.  Ms. Cowell asked that she be provided with the name and phone numbers of the people staff has been talking with and she would contact them to see if any action could be taken.  Mr. Odom moved the item be removed from the agenda with no action taken and if Ms. Cowell get further information she could report it at the Council table.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Item #99-42 – St. Augustine’s Athletic Track Improvements.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Committee may wish to consider this request for assistance as a part of the next interlocal agreement discussions with Wake County.  Mayor Meeker moved that the item be removed from the agenda with the understanding if an application is submitted it would be considered along with other applications for interlocal money.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom.  Mr. West stated he thought the City had advised St. Augustine to apply through the interlocal process.  Mayor Meeker stated he and Dr. Seuber had talked about this on several occasions.  By general consensus the Committee agreed to recommend that the item be removed from the agenda with the understanding it would be considered with other requests for interlocal monies if an application is submitted.

Item #01-5 – Underutilized Public Property.  City Manager Allen pointed out there appears to be no existing City properties appropriate for sale at this time.  The Committee may wish to consider reporting this item out with no immediate action with the understanding that individual sites could be brought to the Committee for consideration as they are identified.  He stated there is nothing current.  Mayor Meeker moved the item be removed from the agenda as recommended by the City Manager.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Item #01-27 – Land Assembly Group – Downtown Area.  City Manager Allen reported the Committee may wish to consider referring this item to the Downtown Raleigh Alliance which is charged with developing the downtown business plan components of a Livable Streets Downtown plan.  He stated an economic development corporation is a viable idea and he feels it could be discussed by the groups mentioned.  Mr. Odom questioned if the City has not been assembling land in the downtown area.  City Manager Allen pointed out he thought this item was a little more specific.  It was talking about forming an economic development group to assemble land to leverage with other projects.  Mr. Odom questioned if we would have two overlapping things questioning if it would cause a conflict if we assembled land for two different reasons economic development and redevelopment.  He question if this would not be just in another layer on the process.  Mayor Meeker suggested referring the item to the Downtown Raleigh Alliance and the Livable Streets Group so that they could take a look at the idea to see if there should be some kind of separate group for economic development and redevelopment.  By general consensus in was agreed to make a recommendation to follow that course of action.  
Item #01-7 - One Way Streets Review.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Committee may wish to consider referring this item to the Downtown Streets Programming Opportunity Study which is a component of the Livable Street Downtown plan.  City Manager Allen explained the group realized there are other issues involved and had formed the downtown streets programming opportunity study.  Mayor Meeker moved the item be referred to the Livable Streets Partnership for consideration along with other items.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiations for properties in the following areas: 1) acquisition of parkland in the vicinity of the Eagle Chase Subdivision; the 
Leamon Woodard heirs property.  Mr. West moved adoption of the motion presented by the Mayor.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Cowell and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The City Council went into closed session at 4:45 p.m.  Minutes of that section are covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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