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BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.


Committee




Staff

Mayor Meeker
, presiding
    City Manager Allen

Mr. Crowder


    City Attorney McCormick
Ms. McFarlane

    Assistant City Manager Prosser
Mr. West


    Public Affairs Director Kirkpatrick
Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #05-05 – John Winters Memorial.  Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

What Is Being Reported?:

Authorization to proceed with naming the City owned building at 310 W Martin Street after John Winters.  
Background:  The John Winters Committee was named by the Budget and Economic Development Committee in June 2006 to recommend an appropriate way to recognize John Winters’ contributions to Raleigh over his many years of service.  The Committee is comprised of four members, Al Adams, Gina Dean, Joe Sansom and Brad Thompson.  Assistant City Manager Julian Prosser has acted as the staff liaison to the Committee.  

The Naming Committee looked for appropriate ways to recognize John Winters’ contributions to the community, especially his active leadership to help small business development, and his extensive economic development contributions to Southeast Raleigh during his lifetime.  They have considered many options for a naming opportunity to recognize Mr. Winters including parks, portion of a greenway, community centers and various programs throughout the City.  After several committee meetings, the Naming Committee believes that naming the 310 W Martin Street building after John Winters would be appropriate and fitting acknowledgment of his many years of service and dedication to the community.  

Previous Committee Action:  

6/13/06 -John Winters Naming Committee established.  

Recommendation: 

Authorization to name the building located at 310 W. Martin Street after John W. Winters, Sr.
Assistant City Manager Julian Prosser introduced Al Adams, one of the John W. Winters Naming Committee members.  Mr. Prosser highlighted the memo pointing out the property located at 310 West Martin Street houses our Community Development, Community Services, Fire Administration, Health Center, RTN, etc.  It is in the downtown area close to many of Mr. Winters’ projects.  Some of his projects were funded through the Community Development Department which is housed in this building; therefore the Committee felt it was appropriate to name 310 West Martin Street in honor of Mr. Winters.  

Al Adams pointed out the Committee struggled with this issue for two or three years.  There were all sort of properties under consideration.  One that the Committee narrowed in on was the BTC but they wanted some monetary compensation and the Committee did not have that.  The Committee felt naming 310 West Martin Street would be an appropriate way to honor such a fine public servant.

Mayor Meeker pointed out Mr. Winters served three terms on the City Council, served as a State Senator, Utilities Commissioner and built among other things the Biltmore Hills area.  Mayor Meeker stated if the Council approves this recommendation, he assumes that the City would put the name on the building and have a plaque similar to the one for the Municipal Building and have some sort of formal dedication.  Public Affairs Director Kirkpatrick indicated that is correct and in response to questioning indicated that could be in a couple of months.  

Naomi Winters, daughter of John Winters, Sr., indicated she would like to see the building being proposed before making a comment.  She stated her father did do so much for the City and State and she wants to see the appropriate recognition.  She stated the first proposal was for the BTC and she wasn’t in favor of that as she felt like that would be a slap in the face.  She talked about where he spent most of time and referred to the Archdale Building.  Mayor Meeker stated he thought Ms. Winters was talking about the Dobbs Building which was the home of the Utilities Commission but pointed out that is a State Building and the City would have no control over that.  If Ms. Winters wants to see that building named after her father it is felt the place to start would be with Dan Blue’s office.

Mr. West moved approval of Staff’s recommendation to name 310 West Martin Street the J. W. Winters Sr. Building.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.
CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to G.S.143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiations for properties in the following areas and possible consultation with the City Attorney regarding possible legal claims.  

1) Ceda Folk Creek mitigation site

2) Tarpley’s Mill mitigation site

3) Ildewild and East Jones Street

4) North West Street

5) Fayetteville Street

6) McGregor Development proposal

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Farlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Committee went into closed session at 11:10 a.m.  Minutes of that section are covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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