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BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.
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Transportation Engineer Niffenegger
Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order indicating Mr. West is out of town visiting family and is excused from the meeting.  

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #99-17 – Southeast Raleigh Economic Development.  Mayor Meeker stated he had talked with Mr. West concerning this issue pointing out the Southeast Raleigh Assembly is becoming a private entity therefore Mr. West has agreed that this item should be referred out with no action taken.  He stated if the items come up they can be sent to this or another committee.  Without objection it was agreed to refer the item out with no action taken.  
Item #07-56 – 5400 Tryon Road – Relocation of House.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City had confirmed that the house at 5400 Tryon Road is under contract to be moved and is scheduled for moving on October 17.  He stated as far as the right-of-way and condemnation is concerned, nothing has changed in that situation.  As far as the plan for public access/benefit, City Manager Allen pointed out he understands Mr. Woodall has contacted Preservation North Carolina but we have not seen any plans nor information on what use will be made of the house.  

City Attorney McCormick indicated the condemnation has been filed and the City has deposited almost $26,000.  He knows of no counter offer.

The following information had been provided concerning the condemnation and the City Attorney asked that it be made a part of the record.

On November 9, 2007, the City filed this condemnation case and deposited $25,850 for takings along Tryon Road of 

- 12,407 SF of Right of Way

- 4,819 SF of Permanent Utility Easement

- 3,595 SF of Permanent Slope and Landscaping Easement

- 1,366 SF of Temporary Construction Easement.

I have reviewed my notes and cannot find that you have conveyed an offer to settle this case.  Please let me know if Mr. Wood now has an offer.

I know you have asked if the City could extend water and sewer to the two parcels that comprise this subject property (REID 0079284 and 0168490).  The subject property is located in Wake County.  It lies outside the City of Raleigh’s jurisdiction and inside the Swift Creek Water Management Plan water basin.  Pursuant to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, Area 19: Swift Creek, 

[t]he City does not propose to expand its jurisdiction farther into the Swift Creek basin unless emergency utility extensions require annexations of affected properties or developments.

2030 Comprehensive Plan, 445.  

Policy AP-SC-10 of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan (page 447) explains what would constitute an emergency utility extension and the requirements and factors to be considered in making one.  One of those requirements is that the property owner seeking an emergency utility extension must petition the City to annex the property.  As far as I know, Mr. Woodall has not done so.

I believe you have also asked about assessments for the two parcels of the subject property.  The assessment types and figures are below:

	REID
	PIN
	Owner
	Address
	Zoning
	Frontage
	Paving
	Sidewalk

	0079284
	0782 06 5133
	Woodall, Daniel Worth
	5309 Tryon Rd
	R-40W
	403.92’
	$12,925.00
	$2,423.00

	0168490
	0782 06 1068
	Woodall, Daniel Worth
	5401 Tryon Rd
	R-40W
	210.29’
	$6,729.00
	$1,261.00


As with other properties abutting this project but outside of the City’s corporate limits, assessments for this subject property will be listed but not due and payable until this subject property is annexed.  Pursuant to the Comprehensive Plan, because this property lies within the Swift Creek basin, the City does not propose to annex it unless the property owner petitions to do so in conjunction with requesting emergency utility extension.

Finally, tomorrow morning, the City Council’s Budget & Economic Development (“BED”) Committee will again consider Mr. Woodall’s request that the City fund the relocation of a house onto the subject property.  For your convenience, I have attached a copy of that agenda.

Please let me know if Mr. Woodall has a settlement offer to convey in this condemnation case.

Dan Woodall pointed out they are on schedule for moving the house.  They have the permits in hand, the house is off the foundation, everything is coordinated with the exception may be of the weather; however, they plan to move forward rain or shine.  He pointed out Gary Roth with Capital Area Preservation is at the meeting and has said that the City could channel money through them for the relocation of the house.  They would put a permanent easement on the deed and that would provide for public access.  Mr. Woodall pointed out the house has to be some type income producing property and he had anticipated it would be rental property but he could put in the lease that public access will be required on certain days.  He pointed out the original part of the house is only 3 rooms and that is the real historical section and that could be made available for public tours, or for people to come in.  In response to questions from the Mayor, Mr. Woodall indicated he does not have a firm schedule on the renovation process but he hopes it will be within the next year.  He stated Capital Area Preservation would enter into a rehab agreement and easement agreement if they got involved it would set out the rehab schedules.
Mayor Meeker questioned the status of the condemnation.  Mr. Woodall pointed out Tim Sudano is the Project Engineer.  He had told Mr. Sudano that he was represented by counsel and he does not know who should make the calls.

Gary Roth, Capital Area Preservation, indicated he has been working with Mr. Woodall when the original intent was for the house to stay at its present location.  He stated he can confirm that Capital Area Preservation is prepared to receive funds and regrant the funds to Mr. Woodall, if that occurs, they would enter into a permanent public easement and rehabilitation agreement.  He presented sample agreements.  He stated they are interested in working with Mr. Woodall in any way they can.  This is an extremely important house and is the only example of a three room yeoman farm house left in Wake County.  He pointed out the Wake County Preservation Commission is prepared to move ahead with the landmark designation and pointed out the only document that would guarantee public access is the easement.  He stated they could work out the public access any way the City chooses such as one weekend a year or more.  He stated in addition to it being open for tours or the public who visits, they would be getting inquiries from scholars and others and the owners must make themselves available to work with those issues.  There has to be some working level for public access.  Mr. Roth pointed out the rehab agreement is a very specific document.  It has time schedules of when things have to be complete, time lines, benchmarks, etc.  Generally, a property rehab has to be completed within 24 to 48 months.  He stated when the rehab agreement is complete, it goes away but the easement takes over and the easement is permanent and provides permanent access.  In response to questioning it was pointed out when the house is moved across the street it will be in Wake County.  He stated the County has agreed to allow him to connect to the water system and utilize the existing septic field.  Ms. McFarlane questioned if Mr. Woodall has approached the county for help with Mr. Woodall pointing out he has not.  He has talked with them about the Historic Landmark application.  
Mr. Crowder stated as he understands the request is to take the money that was set aside to build a retaining wall to protect the house and since the house is going to be moved, the retaining wall is not needed therefore the money could be redirected to help move the house.  He questioned the status of the retaining wall.  City Manager Allen pointed out no effort has been made to construct a retaining wall as the City learned that the developer planned to destroy the house therefore the wall would not be needed.  

Mayor Meeker stated the Council needs to have details of what the access would be, a firm schedule on the rehab and get the condemnation case resolved.  He stated it is not hard for some body to pick up a phone and schedule a meeting to talk about the condemnation.  He stated he thinks the committee is sympathetic and would want to help save the house but we need some details.  He suggested holding the item for two weeks and let Mr. Woodall bring in additional information.  

Mr. Roth questioned if the Committee would like to see finalized signed documents with Mayor Meeker pointing out that would be very helpful.  Mr. Woodard pointed out they could provide public access in connection with the Historic Oakwood Tour or the Yates Mill Tour.  Mayor Meeker stated the item would be held for two more weeks and Mr. Woodall and Mr. Roth could provide the requested information.  City Manager Allen stated the City would also need to see the contract with the moving company to verify cost involved.

TRAINS – QUIET ZONES DOWNTOWN

City Manager Allen pointed out Committee members received an extensive report and staff recommendation relative to this item.
Saf Fahim pointed out committee members had received his reports.  He talked about the relationship between quiet zones related to high speed rail corridors and recommendations that pertain to short term problems.  He talked about addressing short term problems without connecting it to the long-term high speed rail corridor.  He stated in the short term there are problems with making quiet zones but he feels sounding of horns which could be an acceptable solution.  He talked about the installation of speakers at the crossings directed towards vehicles and pedestrian.  He explained the automatic horn system at certain intersections which would do away with the need for the train blowing its horn all the way through town.  He stated it is a simple solution and would not require street closing, etc.  It would help reduce noise level.  He pointed out the cost of the equipment would be in the vicinity of some $15,000 and again pointed out it does not call for any street closing and acoustical engineers can adjust the speakers so that the sound does not bounce from building to building.  He stated he feels it is worth looking at until such time as the high speed corridor comes through Raleigh.  He talked about the issue of quiet zones referred to it as a major project that would have huge impact on the City and the region.  He talked about the 2030 Comprehensive Plan pointing out these studies go hand in hand with the Comprehensive Plan which has recommendations relative to multi-transportation modes for the region.  He talked about urban design recommendations, which include information on how trains could be handled in mid cities, pointing out he provided information from other cities, talked about how these recommendations can be consolidated into to projects CAMPO is working on and talked about the need to be proactive.  He stated outside the downtown area there are many opportunities the City can capitalize on, quite a bit of land that can be acquired, etc., again talking about high speed rail corridors.
Mayor Meeker questioned if the City Council were to study one intersection and use this automatic horn blowing system if Jones Street would be the right place to test pointing out Jones is where the two railroads convene and split.  

Senior Transportation Engineer Jed Niffenegger expressed concerns and/or questions relative to the horns and problems that could be caused particularly if they are in residential areas.  Mayor Meeker questioned if the City should try one and study the impact and if so, if the Jones Street would be the best location with Mr. Niffenegger stating he was not sure he would have to look at the various locations.
Mr. Fahim talked about a recent high speed rail conference in Washington pointing out it was attended by people from many countries and states.  He pointed out the initiative is taking shape quickly.  

Mr. Crowder talked about rather than horns blowing throughout the downtown area he understands the proposal relates to speakers from trains versus direct speakers.  He talked about the need to look at the Urban Design Guidelines at intersections to see the impact.  He talked about high speed corridor and noise impact in areas other than the downtown area and talked about complaints from the Fairview Acres area relating to train noise, etc.

Mr. Fahim indicated issues relating to high speed rail will come about.  He talked about trains running from Washington to Florida.  The 2030 Comprehensive Plan which talks about commuters, growth and pointed out the amount of traffic on freight trains has increased.  He talked about with the increase of trains and train traffic we must be concerned about how the people get into and out of the city when they get on and off a train.  Very careful attention has to be given to where people arrive and leave and where they go once they meet or leave the train.  Urban Design Guidelines have to be clear and talked about regional implication due to the huge increase of population moving around and through the city.  We have to give careful consideration as to how we want to grow.  He talked about plans for intersections outside downtown and the need for a comprehensive plan.  He stated Raleigh has the potential of becoming a major city and we have to take advantage of the high speed initiative and we have to be proactive.  The 2030 plan is a good start but it is not specific.  He feels it would be well worth working with the Urban Design Institute and coordinate with other regional groups and develop partnership pointing out his group would be happy to assist.

Mayor Meeker again questioned the cost of doing a test with Transportation Engineer Mike Kennon pointing out a test would probably cost in the range of $80,000 that would include the equipment, engineering, etc.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and asking Administration to look at the cost involved and a test and bring back a recommendation as to whether to proceed with a test, the location cost and how to go about that.  When Administration is ready, the item could be put back on the agenda.

Closed Session.  Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuit to GS 143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) for the purpose of instructing city staff concerning negotiations for properties in the following areas and possible consultation with the City Attorney regarding possible legal claims:  1) Little River Reservoir Mitigation, 2) Brentwood Road area; 3) Northeast remote facility site.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read which was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Committee went into closed session 11:30 a.m.  Minutes of that section will be covered in a separate set.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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