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BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Committee




  Staff

Mayor McFarlane



City Manager Allen

Mr. Crowder



Deputy City Attorney Rasberry
Mr. Stagner



Recreation Director Scott Payne
Mr. Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
Blount Street Parking Deck.  City Manager Allen pointed out this involves a proposed project by Gregg Sandreuter.  He stated this is very similar to a project the Council approved in the fall of 2011.  The Committee received the following information in their agenda packet which the City Manager highlighted.
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Mr. Crowder questioned if a site plan has been submitted and talked about the attorney’s advice relative to not talking about details at this point.  It was pointed out by Mr. Sandreuter that a site plan hopefully will be presented in 60 to 75 days.  He talked briefly about the project, referred to a gateway city residential development similar to RBC (PNC) pointing out he does have a corporate partner and they are in the due diligence phase.  He stated once the Council sees the details, he feels they will be very excited about the proposal.
Mr. Stagner questioned if he is looking at any sort of retail such as a grocery store with Mr. Sandreuter indicating he would love to have a grocery store.  He talked about the demographics not being there but pointed out the excitement an urban grocery store could bring to the area.  He stated Harris Teeter is thinking about coming to the downtown area and talked about Harris Teeter/Charlotte urban store.  The fact that getting a grocery store into the downtown area is somewhat a chicken and egg situation as some people will not live downtown if they have to get in the car and go to a grocery store with the other side being a grocery store will not come until the people are there.  The location of surrounding grocery stores was talked about.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stagner and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  
Fire Station 29 - Leesville Road – Condemnation Request.  Council members received the following two items relating to development of Fire Station 29 to be located at 12113 Leesville Road.  It was pointed out there is enough land to build the fire station at this location but we could build it much more economically if we have additional land.  City Manager Allen explained the following locations being looked at and recommended for condemnation.
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He stated the first relates to a small strip of land with multiple owners.  The second relates to an exchange of property with Angus Barn properties.  He pointed out this exchange would be advantageous for the Angus Barn as it would give them access to a road way in the back of their property and would give the City additional property we need.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of both recommendations.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.
Mr. Stagner questioned the comment in the backup which indicates “Acquiring more land makes this more economically feasible” and questioned what is meant by that.  A representative of the architectural firm talked about topography, underground stormwater, retention retaining walls and the need for additional property for leveling.  The cost of that would be some $280,000.  It was pointed out the stream shown on the map is outside of the area in question.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously.  

Berkshire Downs West Property Search.  Committee members received the following information in their agenda packet. 
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City Manager Allen explained the two part recommendation.  

Brief discussion took place as to the location of the City limit line in this vicinity.  Committee members also questioned the use of the property with Recreation Superintendent Scott Payne talking about after school programs or summer camp programs.  Utilization of the property by the Raleigh Police Department was also talked about.  It was pointed out this is close to the Capital Area Soccer League Park with it being pointed out representatives of CASL are working with the City and have offered their facilities for community meetings.  Problems of getting children back and forth across Perry Creek Road was talked about briefly.  Mr. Weeks moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stagner and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.
Closed Session

Mayor McFarlane indicated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to GS143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of a business or industry to Raleigh and to discuss any incentives that may be involved in such a move; and, pursuant to GS143-318.11(a)(5), to establish or instruct staff, concerning price and other material terms of a proposed contract to acquire real property relating to One Exchange Plaza Building and Pigeon House Creek Stormwater improvement.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Committee went into closed session at 11:20 a.m.  Minutes of that part of the meeting will be covered in a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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