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BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Budget and Economic Development Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 22, 2013, in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.

Committee




Staff

Mayor McFarlane


Interim City Manager James
Mr. Stagner


Budget & Management Services Director Munro

Mr. Weeks


City Attorney McCormick
Mr. Crowder (absent & excused)
Transit Administrator Eatman



Assistant Public Utilities Director Massengill




Transportation Operations Manager Kennon

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order stating Mr. Crowder is absent and excused.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item 1104.  ART Contract Policies.  Budget and Management Services Director Munro pointed out the Committee discussed these policies some months ago and asked staff to provide a report.  She stated staff had provided an extensive report touching on the various policies and concerns relating to sensitivity training, automatic call system centralized dispatch and call system, etc.  She stated Transit Administrator Eatman and Transportation Operations Manager Mike Kennon are available to answer questions.  She stated basically staff is recommending that the item be removed from the agenda and staff will continue to keep Council updated.  
Transit Administrator Eatman pointed out most of the concerns related to the implementation of the new shared ride system.  He stated we do not think we will ever get away from the single occupancy taxi but we all know there are advantages for the shared ride system.  He stated the shared ride system is a different experience for the clients and during the implementation there were complaints, a lot of the complaints were the system fault but most were education and how the system works, what to expect, what the ADA requirements are, etc.  He stated they had held several meetings with the clients and workers; have conducted sensitivity training with the workers and will continue as we move forward.  

Mr. Weeks stated he had received an email and asked Mr. Eatman to explain the City of Raleigh transportation zones.  He stated the email he received expressed concerns about the transportation zones and exactly how that worked.  

Transit Administrator Eatman explained the ADA requirements relating to providing compatible transportation within ¾ mile of an existing route or bus stop; however, express service is excluded.  The transportation zone doesn’t cover all of the City of Raleigh or the Triangle.  He explained ADA requirements and how people qualify for service pointing out over the years, people became eligible for the service and they lived outside the zone.  The City would book the trip within the zone and the client many times would have arrangements to pay that taxi for going outside of the zone.  He stated he is sure there were many different type of arrangements outside the zone.  He stated under the new system our vehicles do not go outside of the zone and many times clients have to get a taxi to bring them in the zone and that is a big change from what occurred previously.  It meets all of the requirements but some of the clients had developed very close relationships with their drivers and this is a change.  
Mr. Weeks stated he knew the Transit Division worked with the Mayors Committee on Persons with Disabilities and asked about their response to the new system.  Mr. Eatman stated it was generally positive.  People say the new service is dependable and we are getting compliments.  He stated there are still the concerns as taxies are probably preferred.  He talked about meeting the requirements of the ADA and the fact the ADA does not address a lot of the service issues our clients had grown accustomed to having.  He stated it is felt our clients understand the need for the change but it is different and we must move slowly.  He stated he thinks there is acceptance of the system but again stated we have to move slowly and make sure we communicate properly. 
Mr. Stagner talked about the service being a part of the quality of life and why many people moved to the area.  Many people in his district use the service, it is an important service that is provided, the City had gone above and beyond the requirements for decades and any change is difficult.  He expressed appreciation to the staff for a job well done.  Mr. Eatman stated they will continue to try to educate on the change and hopefully acceptance will be gained; however, no one could ever guarantee 100% satisfaction.

The Committee expressed appreciation for the report and information and agreed to report the item out of committee.

Surplus Property – Stanhope Center Utility Easements – Declared Surplus and Authorized for Sale.  
Council members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

What Is Requested? 
That the Committee recommend to City Council that it declare as surplus and authorize the sale of a portion of the City’s real property interest located at 3009, 3013 Hillsborough Street and 110, 114 Friendly Drive containing approximately .213 acres (9,286.62 ( sq. ft.) to Stanhope 2013, LLC for $100, subject to tile upset bid process with the condition that the winning bidder pay all advertising costs accrued during the upset bid process.

Background: 
The City received a utility easement identified and described in Book of Maps 2006 Page 2337 as “McKnight Avenue to Be Abandoned.  Area = 0.217 ac. (9,452 sq. ft.) Old R/W to become New City of Raleigh Utility Easement for Existing Utilities.”  The area to be acquired by the bidder Stanhope 2013, LLC, is that portion of the above described area running across Lots 5, 6, 7, 8.  The easement area to be declared surplus and authorized for sale totals approximately .213 acres (9,286.62 sq. ft.), and is shown in an updated plat as a utility easement running across amended lot numbers 4, 5, 6,7 recorded in BM 2012 PG 619 of the Wake County Registry.  Subject property’s general vicinity is bounded by Hillsborough Street on the north, Friendly Drive on the east and Concord Street on the west. 

The current request from Stanhope 2013, LLC is for the City to sell a portion of the general utility easement running across said lots to allow the realignment of the public sanitary sewer in order to avoid a conflict with the proposed building within the new Stanhope Center 2 redevelopment site.  The petitioner of the sale has agreed to pay all cost associated with the sale of surplus property, which will include a minimum bid of $100.00 plus advertisement cost associated with the upset bid process.  The easement has no other value to the City of Raleigh.  The City’s Public Utilities Department has approved the sale of this portion of the easement.

Additional Property Data: 

· 3013 Hillsborough Street - Real Estate ID 0411605 (PIN 0794527471) - Lot 8 

· 3009 Hillsborough Street - Real Estate ID 0411608 (PIN 0794529334) - Lot 7 

· 110 Friendly Dr. - Real Estate ID 0411607 (PIN 0794528290) - Lot 6 

· 114 Friendly Dr. - Real Estate ID 0411606 (PIN 0794528161) - Lot 5 

· Date City was granted the easement: 2006 as note on recorded plat 

· Acquisition Price: Dedicated 

· Zoning: IND-2 

Previous Council Action: 

None 

Recommendation: 

That the Committee recommend to City council that it declare as surplus and authorize the sale of approximately .213 acres or 9,286.62 ( square feet of real property interest located at 3009, 3013 Hillsborough Street and 110, 114 Friendly Drive to Stanhope 2013, LLC for $100.00, subject to the upset bid process, with the winning bidder paying all accrued advertising costs.  

Budget and Management Services Director Munro explained the item pointing out the easement is no longer needed and staff recommends it be declared surplus and authorized for sale.  
Mayor McFarlane indicated during the discussions of development of this property there was a lot of discussion about this easement and how the City felt it was imperative that we keep the easement.  She questioned what has changed.  Assistant Public Utilities Director Massengill pointed out the developer is rerouting the utilities.  Mr. Stagner moved approval of the recommendation to declare the property surplus and authorize the sell.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which passed unanimously (Crowder absent and excused).
CLOSED SESSION

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to GS143.318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of instructing City staff concerning negotiation for acquiring property in the following areas:  1) UNCWI – Saddlebrook Ridge; 2) UNCWI – Healthy Forest matching fund; 3) Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plan area.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Crowder absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Committee went into closed session at 11:15 a.m.  Minutes of that session are covered by a separate set.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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