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BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
The Budget and Economic Development Committee met in regular session at 11:00 am on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present.

COMMITTEE

  

STAFF  

Councilor Kay Crowder, presiding

Assistant City Manager James Greene
Councilor Russ Stephenson


City Attorney McCormick


Councilor Eugene Weeks


Senior Planner Martha Lauer

ABSENT AND EXCUSED

Mayor Nancy McFarlane
Mrs. Crowder called the meeting to order and stated Mayor McFarlane would be absent and excused from today’s meeting.  

The following item was discussed with actions taken as shown.

Property Disposition – 414 New Bern Avenue for the Purpose of Historic Preservation.  Assistant City Manager Green gave a brief overview of the item noting the lot was originally purchased by the City for the purpose of community development; therefore funds from the sale will be used for community development.

The following staff report was included in the agenda packet:  
Recently, planning staff was approached for assistance with a preservation project. The Tarlton House, a lone residential historic structure located at 208 North Harrington Street, is currently sited on a block that is slated for redevelopment. Capital Area Preservation (CAP), a nonprofit organization devoted to historic preservation, holds preservation easements on the Tarlton House property and has determined that it is in the house’s best interest to be located in a residential district rather than surrounded by large-scale urban development. 
CAP has identified the lot at 414 New Bern Avenue in the Oakwood Historic Overlay District (HOD) as an ideal site for the relocation of the Tarlton House; it is owned by the City of Raleigh.  Staff from the City Attorney’s Office and the departments of Planning and Development and Housing and Neighborhoods have worked together to determine the viability and appropriateness of this project in terms of City policy and now bring the sale of the property forward for City Council consideration.
To determine the appropriateness of the house on this site, CAP applied for and received a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from the Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC). CAP also proposes to place preservation easements on the house at the new location.  

The City is authorized by GS 160A-266 to convey City-owned real property by private sale to non-profit entities for historic preservation projects, subject to statutory conditions upon such sale. City real estate staff reviewed the amount offered by CAP for the lot, a sum of $78,000, and found it to be in line with neighborhood comps. 

REQUEST

That City Council authorize staff to sell the lot at 414 New Bern Avenue for $78,000 to Capital Area Preservation according to the statutory conditions of GS 160A-266.

Senior Planner Martha Lauer summarized the report noting the petitioner applied for and received a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Development Commission and submitted a copy of the COA to the committee members.  She talked about how some existing trees on the subject lot would be replaced once the Tarlton House is relocated to the site.

Mrs. Crowder questioned the number of existing trees at the New Bern Avenue site with Senior Planner Lauer responding that information was not known at this time; however, staff will conduct a tree survey to determine which existing trees remain and which will be replaced.

Mr. Weeks questioned how the sale price was determined with Senior Planner Lauer responding the petitioner offered to pay the tax value for the land, and that research valued the land at $78,000.  Ms. Lauer noted both the Real Estate Division and Community Development Department felt $78,000 was a reasonable offer for the site.
Assistant City Manager James Greene indicated the City Attorney advised this would be a direct sale according to State guidelines as the sale would be to a non-profit as well as for historic preservation purposes with City Attorney Thomas McCormick confirming Mr. Greene’s statement.

Gary Roth, president of the Capital Area Preservation, talked about receiving endorsements from the Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood and the Raleigh Historic Development Commission and also talked about how the Tarlton House would be a perfect fit among the various historic styles in Historic Oakwood.  He also thanked Ms. Lauer and the Planning staff for their help with this item, and also thanked the Historic Development Commission for its Certificate of Appropriateness endorsement.
Mr. Weeks moved to approve the private sale.  His motion was seconded by Mrs. Crowder.

Mr. Stephenson talked about raising public awareness for historic preservation and suggested publicizing the structure’s move as a way to educate the public.

In response to questions, Mr. Roth stated it would take about 12 months to complete the sale, prepare the site, and move the building.  He also talked about the house’s well-preserved condition as it was once owned by the president of a historic preservation organization.

Following further discussion a vote was taken on Mr. Weeks’ motion as seconded by Mrs. Crowder that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mayor McFarlane who was absent and excused.  Mrs. Crowder ruled the motion adopted.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, the Mrs. Crowder announced the meeting adjourned at 11:15 am.
Ralph L. Puccini

Assistant Deputy Clerk
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