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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Monday, December 1, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fletcher Opera Theatre, BTI Center for the Performing Arts, 2 South Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend H. B. Pickett, Oberlin Baptist Church.  Paul Randal, Trumpetor with the North Carolina Symphony did a musical rendering of Amazing Grace.

Mayor Meeker made remarks about outgoing Council Members Kieran J. Shanahan, W. Benson Kirkman and John Odom.  Mr. Odom was not present.  Mayor Meeker made the remarks about Mr. Shanahan’s help and efforts to pass the last budget, Mr. Odom’s contributions and leadership in the downtown area and Mr. Kirkman’s perfect attendance at Council meetings and work to preserve the shore lines of Lake Johnson.  He expressed appreciation to the three pointing out they leave the Council taking with them 24 years of experience.
Mayor Meeker stated North Carolina General Statute 160A-68 states that Council members elect will take their Oath of Office at the first meeting in December following certification of the results of the elections.  The Wake County Board of Elections has certified that the following persons have been elected to the Raleigh City Council.  He asked each to stand as their name is called.

Janet Cowell – At Large

Neal Hunt – At Large (absent)

Michael Regan – District A

Jessie Taliaferro – District B

James West – District C

Thomas Crowder – District D

Phillip Isley – District E

The Honorable Alice C. Stubbs, 10th Judicial District Court Judge administered the Oaths of Office collectively to the City Council and Mayor.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Campaign workers, friends, and families and welcomed his in-laws and pointed out he is sure all Council members have families, friends and campaign workers here to witness their inaugurations.  He pointed out it was a good campaign and there were 20% more votes cast than in the last election.  He stated the citizens of Raleigh care about Raleigh.  They believe in the future and they want politicians that are not all talk and will get things done and he hopes we have a Council that will translate that talk into action.  He stated when he was elected Mayor last time he had a 34 point agenda, this time he has a 16 point agenda.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Raleigh is becoming a regional center for high quality jobs, outstanding educational opportunities and exceptional cultural events.  He stated by a regional center he does not mean just a center for Eastern North Carolina, he means a growing city between Washington DC and Atlanta, Georgia which competes successfully for all kinds of opportunities.  He pointed out in recent decades much of our employment has grown in the Research Triangle Park, now these new jobs are often invented in start ups outside the park as well as on Centennial Campus.  Raleigh has five colleges and universities, all of which are healthy and growing with a total of over 35,000 students.  North Carolina State University is one of the leading research and technology transfer campuses in the world.  The community is training a new generation of workers with outstanding skills.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the BTI Center for Performing Arts, community theatres, galleries, museums and clubs give the City an outstanding mix of cultural events.  Visitors from all over the United States and the world remark at the strength and diversity of Raleigh’s cultural offerings.  Mayor Meeker stated with all of these good things happening, it is no surprise to any one that Raleigh has been ranked as the best place to live in the United States.  Despite a slow national economy, Raleigh’s population grew over 5,000 residents during the first six months of the calendar year and everyone expects similar growth during the second half of the year.  He stated things are going well and we have to take advantage of these opportunities.  He stated some of the issues that we face relate to our neighborhoods.  Our neighborhoods face new challenges.  There are older neighborhoods that need to be protected from property owners who fail to maintain their property.  He talked about the work of the Neighborhood Preservation Task Force and work facing the Council.  He pointed out many of our newer neighborhoods, particularly in the North Raleigh area, face concerns about increased stormwater runoff and all of Raleigh’s neighborhoods both new and old want to calm traffic so that safety, not speeding, is the rule.  We have to get traffic calming in place.  He stated we are a very diverse community.  Nearly 40% of Raleigh’s residents are minorities which is a strength; however, we need to take steps whenever we can to make diversity an even greater strength.  City services, city employment and city contracting opportunities need to be equally available to all citizens.  Recreational and cultural programs need to reach out as well.  Everything needs to be equally available for all.  Raleigh is a great place to live and raise a family and we have opportunities for the future.  He talked about activities in the downtown area and pointed out we want a downtown that is very active 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Mayor Meeker pointed out we are on the front end of a renaissance for the downtown area and spoke of announcements relative to the Dawson, a possible library downtown, new and forthcoming reports on the Hudson building, etc.  He stated there will be public investment required but we need to make the public investment to have private development to take place.  He stated we are moving from the planning stage to the implementation stage.  He talked about key decisions that will have to be made within the next months and told of meetings scheduled with the County Commissioners and key decisions that need to be made in the next 50 to 90 days.  He stated we have to be thoughtful and careful but bold.  He pointed out many times in campaigns a phrase will raise above others that he thinks captures the spirit and District Council Member Jessie Taliaferro during a campaign speech stated, “Let Raleigh shine.”  He stated he feels that captures what we have to do.  Now is Raleigh’s time in the sun and our chance to be a better Raleigh.
Andrew Leager led all in singing American the Beautiful.  Mayor Meeker recessed the meeting at 7:30 p.m. to be reconvened at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2003 in the City Council Chamber.  Refreshments were served to all.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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