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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, December 6. 2005, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Meeker




Mr. West




Mr. Craven




Mr. Crowder




Mr. Isley




Mr. Stephenson




Ms. Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Tim Raybon, Beacon Baptist Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Council Member Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

FIRST NIGHT – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Ann Smith indicated she and her husband Wade are the honorary co-chairs of the Fifteen Annual First Night activities in Raleigh.  She stated the first year this event was planned, they anticipated some 10,000 people attending; however, approximately 25,000 showed up and they have had a rising attendance and enthusiasm each year since.  This year they expect up to 45,000 people to view the 100+ performers in 29 different locations.  She gave examples of the locations and activities which will be occurring.  On behalf of the Artsplosure Board of Directors and the First Night Steering Committee, she expressed appreciation to the City Council, the Arts Commission and Staff for their support and encouragement throughout the years.

Terry Dollar gave a rundown of the activities planned for First Night which will begin at 10 a.m. on December 31st with an open rehearsal of the North Carolina Symphony for those who have First Night buttons.  The procession or parade will start at 6:00 p.m. with Ms. Dollar pointing out the dragon that has been used for 15 years is retiring, however, there will be a new leader of the procession - Rhea.  The new leader will represent all that is pretty in Raleigh and North Carolina and it will take about 50 people to man.  She told of the evening activities and performances which will culminate with the dropping of acorn in front of the Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts.

Artsplosure Executive Director Mike Lowder presented the Mayor with a plaque of this year’s First Night Festival poster.  He expressed appreciation to the corporate sponsors including Progress Energy, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Capital Broadcasting, Time Warner, the News & Observer and Metro Productions.  He presented each Council member with a bag including information and souvenirs of First Night.
Mayor Meeker stated it is always a great event and invited all to participate.

PROCLAMATION – ANN SMITH DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming December 31, 2005 as Ann Smith Day in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation expressed appreciation to Ms. Smith and outlined her participation in various events.

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment Presentation and presented Certificates to the following persons:  Appearance Commission – Fleming A. El-Amin, II; Historic Districts Commission – Erin Sterling; Human Relations Commission – Hani Chohan and Virginia Talley.

PROCLAMATION – BILL OF RIGHTS DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a Proclamation proclaiming Thursday, December 15, 2005 as Bill of Rights Day in the City of Raleigh.

COUNCIL MEMBER KEKAS – EXCUSED FROM MEETING

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council Member Kekas has been having problems with a bacterial infection and would not be at the meeting today.  He stated Ms. Kekas would be excused from the meeting.

FAYETTEVILLE STREET RENAISSANCE – CHANDELIERS – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY ATTORNEY AND ARTS COMMISSION
Larry Wheeler, Executive Director of the North Carolina Arts Museum, pointed out he had spoken to most of the Council about wanting to make Raleigh the new city of arts and we are seeing success in progress.  He told of exciting things happening at the Art Museum and pointed out he kept asking about what was happening in downtown.  He pointed out a committee was formed of R. H. Quarles, Smedes York, Julia Daniels, Jim Goodman and himself to see what they could do to promote arts in the downtown area and they decided to do it right following very high standards.  He explained the work they had done to identify opportunities, gather community input, insuring an RFP for the Fayetteville Street chandeliers as well as the selection panel to look at the proposals.  He pointed out Progress Energy and the RBC has stepped forward and will assume the underwriting position for the Fayetteville Street chandeliers.  He stated the budget for the work will not exceed $1,800,000 and they plan to place the capital chandeliers at every corner along Fayetteville Street for a total of 16.  He stated Progress Energy and RBC will commit gifts of cash and fundraising over the next several months.  They hope to install the chandeliers one year from now and maybe the lighting could be at First Night 2007.  He explained and presented photographs of the proposed chandeliers which will be 25-feet in height.  They plan to use a square pottery base topped by a sculptured glass lantern which will be constructed of a stainless steel armature and dichroic glass.  Dichroic glass shifts in color when the viewing angle changes and the glass is very durable, bullet proof and contains many colors.  During the day, natural light will flow through and cast the colors and at night the light will capture the colors.  He stated this is not the final design; it is a work in progress.  He stated each chandelier will cost approximately $100,000.  They are working with LDDK Studios from Seagrove, NC, and Cork Marcheschi from California.  He presented a sample of the dichroic glass and talked about how it will be sculptured.  He stated he is before the Council today to ask for the Council’s consent to move forward based on the assumption that all of the funding would come from the private sector.  He stated he feels they are almost at the point of tailoring the columns and scale of each chandelier.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to Mr. Wheeler and the Committee for their great job of fundraising and suggested that the item be referred to the City Manager and the City Attorney to confirm the business arrangements with the donors and refer the design to the Arts Commission for report back to Council.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Mr. Wheeler and the team for getting the funding and moving forward with making the Fayetteville Street chandeliers a possibility.  Mayor Meeker stated if there needs to be a special meeting prior to the next City Council meeting to consider any aspect to let him know and he could call a meeting.

Mr. Craven questioned if the business arrangements from the donors would include private funding for maintenance.  City Manager Allen pointed out that had not been discussed as the assumption has been that once the chandeliers are in place maintenance would be the responsibility of the City.  Mr. Wheeler talked about the sustainability of the chandeliers pointing out one of the goals is to make them as low maintenance as possible.  He stated we are talking about very strong glass and the design is such that if something happened to one of the pieces it could be replaced easily.  Mr. Craven asked about the durability of the pottery bases.  Mr. Wheeler talked about the construction of the pottery bases and the durability.
Ms. Taliaferro questioned the number of chandeliers pointing out at one point in the design of Fayetteville Street there was discussion about having chandeliers in the mid block.  Mr. Wheeler pointed out the proposal is for 16 chandeliers and they would be only at the intersections.  His plea to the City is to keep it as simple as possible.  The one thing they want to make sure of is that the chandeliers are very tasteful, simple and refined as possible.  He stated he would be coming to the City with another great art project in the very near future which will be privately funded.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she agreed we should keep this as simple and as tasteful as possible as we are actually setting the stage but the true place will be the people.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to everyone who attended and helped set up for the announcement of RBC’s 29-story headquarters building in downtown Raleigh.  He expressed appreciation to all involved and who had worked on making this a possibility pointing out he did not know until recently that Ms. Taliaferro had helped put together the team for the condo project involved.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the City was saddened to learn that over the Thanksgiving weekend Floyd Carter, former Director of the Raleigh Housing Authority was killed in an automobile accident.  He stated it is a great loss.  Mr. Carter was a very find person and did a lot in his field.

COUNCIL – PROCEDURES OUTLINED; MAYOR PRO TEM – ELECTED; COMMITTEES ASSIGNED; QUORUM ESTABLISHED

Mayor Meeker talked about the procedures of the City Council over the next two years pointing out the Council is a deliberative group and called on the Council to focus on important issues not personal agendas or feelings.  He stated as he presides over the meetings, he likes to let everyone speak and he tries to call on Council members in the order they ask to speak.  He stated everyone would be allowed to speak on any item but it is not necessary for everyone to speak on each issue.  He called on the Council to be polite to the people who come before the Council and give the speakers full attention.  He called on Council members to stay in their seats during presentations pointing out if anyone needs a break that could occur be he feels it is very important for all the Council to pay attention to the citizens at all times.
Mayor Meeker presented the following committee assignments pointing out he had spent some time talking to Council members relative to their choices.  He stated he feels he has been able to give each Council person their first choice of committee assignments.

1.
Budget & Economic Development

Charles Meeker*


James West*


Thomas Crowder


Joyce Kekas

2.
Public Works

Jessie Taliaferro*


Tommy Craven


Russ Stephenson

3.
Law & Public Safety

Philip Isley*


James West


Jessie Taliaferro

4.
Comprehensive Planning

Thomas Crowder*


Tommy Craven


Joyce Kekas


Russ Stephenson


*Committee chair or co-chair

Mayor Meeker pointed out one of the first orders of business is election of Mayor Pro Tem and he would nominate James T. West as Mayor Pro Tem.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

Mayor Meeker pointed out as everyone would note, two of the committees have four members and he would suggest that in those situations that two members would constitute a quorum, therefore he would move that for the Comprehensive Planning Committee and the Budget and Economic Development Committee that two people will constitute a quorum.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Mayor Meeker pointed out any Council member is welcome to attend any Committee meeting or communicate their desires or thoughts on a particular issue to the chairperson of that committee.

Mayor Meeker presented a list of committees and/or groups which the Council has traditionally had a liaison relationship.  He stated on the committee assignments there has been a lot of continuity but he plans to make some changes in the liaison positions.  He presented each Council member with a listing of the various groups and asked each Council person to list at least three priorities as it relates to their desire to act as liaison.  He stated he would try to assign people their first choice if possible.  He stated when a Council member serves as a liaison with a group they are not expected to attend every meeting but to stay in contact with that group.  He called on the Council to get their choices back to him by Chirstmas and he would try to make the liaison appointments in January.
WATER CONSERVATION – REPORT RECEIVED – STAGE TWO ORDINANCE AMENDED

City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided Council members with Falls Lake Update #52.  He stated Raleigh is generally in the wet rainy period and pointed out our water supply pool is at 36% due to the raise in the water level.  The consumption has gone down pointing out the current rolling 30 day pumpage average is 43.07 mgd, a decrease from yesterday.  He stated in the last rain event Raleigh received approximately 1.7 inches and hopefully we will see the results of that in the next couple of days.  He stated our projection today indicates we have sufficient water supply storage for the remainder of the calendar year by 83 days.  He stated since the Council will not meet again until January, he would like some direction on when and if the City should move from Stage Two to Stage One mandatory restrictions.  He stated the Council could set some thresholds such as when we have enough storage to get us to April 1, the City Manager could authorize moving back to Stage One.  That is, he would like for the Council to set some type threshold for moving back to Stage One if they so desire.  He pointed out in  Stage Two we do have some businesses which are adversely impacted therefore he feels it would be good to have some threshold whereby we could consider moving back to Stage One.
Mayor Meeker pointed out our water supply pool storage is still less than 40%.  He stated he feels the City’s goal is to have the lake full by next May which is the beginning of our dry season.  He stated he would like to see the citizens save as much water as we possibly can.  Mayor Meeker stated he does feel however we should have some flexibility for those businesses that are adversely affected and suggested authorizing the City Manager’s office the authority to do some waivers for those businesses rather than going back to Stage One.

City Manager Allen pointed out we are entering the wet period, people are conserving, they are not watering.  Typically we see consumption drop in the winter.  In response to questioning, City Manager Allen pointed out professional power washers and may be some of the construction activities are being adversely affected by being in phase two.  Mayor Meeker questioned the ability to amend the ordinance to allow professional power washers to operate.  Mr. Craven talked about construction activities which have been on hold for several months and may be some of that should be allowed.  Ms. Taliaferro concurred with the Mayor and Mr. Craven’s statements.  She pointed out the Council will be looking at the certification process for professional car washers.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the water conservation task force will be meeting on December 14, and may be they could look at some type certification for professional power washers.  After brief discussion, Mayor Meeker moved that the Stage Two mandatory ordinance be amended to allow the City Manager to allow certain construction activities and professional power washing activities but to stay in Stage Two restrictions.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 934.
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the consent agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councillor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately. He explained the vote on the consent agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received requests to withdraw the following items from the consent agenda:  Neuse River Greenway Design Services Contract (Taliaferro); Town of Wendell Water and Sewer Sale Agreement – Request for increased capacity (Meeker/Isley); STC-13-05 – French Drive/Carter Street (Isley); Traffic – Halifax Street no parking zone (Stephenson).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the consent agenda.  Ms. Taliaferro moved Administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR – 2006-2007 – APPROVED

The following schedule is proposed for the upcoming budget review process by Council:

January 3, 2006

7:00 PM Pre-budget hearing by City Council

May 16, 2006


Presentation of Proposed Operation Budget and Proposed Capital
Improvement Program for FY 2006-07 by City Manager

May 17-June 30, 2006

City Council Budget Workshops (Schedule to be 
Determined)

June 6, 2006


7:00 PM Statutory Public Hearing on budget proposals

Adoption of the Annual Operating Budget for FY 2006-07 and the Capital Improvement Program no later than June 30, 2006.

Recommendation:  Approve schedule.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

FIRST NIGHT RALEIGH 2006 – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Michael Lowder, Terry Dollar and Ann Smith, First Night Chair, request permission to make a presentation and to hold the annual First Night Raleigh on Saturday, December 31, 2005.  The background information included temporary street closings, parking on various streets for food courts during the event, barricading various traffic lanes, special event designations, waiver of permit and special event fees, and sell of food and non-alcoholic beverages on First Night Festival areas and vendor move waiver.

Recommendation:  Approved subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

NEUSE RIVER – DONATION OF PROPERTY FROM ANTHONY P. PERRY – ACCEPTED

Anthony Perry desires to donate approximately 15.48 acres, located at 2401 Quarry Ridge Lane, in fee, to the City of Raleigh.
City Stormwater Division staff recommends that the City accept this offer of fee dedication for wetland preservation, water quality protection and Neuse River protection purposes.  The City’s Public Utilities Department staff is also considering the use of this property for wetland mitigation purposes.
Recommendation:  Accept this donation of property subject to a satisfactory phase one environmental assessment.  Upheld on consent agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

CONVENTION CENTER – SUBCONTRACT REPORT – RECEIVED

Information regarding subcontract bids and contract awards by the Construction Manager, Skanska-Barnhill Joint Venture for various bid packages contained in GMP 1-4 are provided as a Status Update.  The report contains the names of the successful subcontractors, subcontract amount and MWBE information for the public record.

This information is being provided in accordance with state law for CM @ Risk projects.

This report will be updated as the bidding phase continues through GMP 5 and 6.  The report was as follows:

Subcontract Award Status



Raleigh Convention Center Project








GMP Phases 1-4

GMP#1

	Bid Package
	Subcontractor
	Description
	Subcontract Amount*
	MWBE Commitment**
	 MWBE %

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	BP102
	Seegars
	Temporary Fencing
	 $                     17,120.00 
	 
	0%

	BP202-2
	DH Griffin
	Bldg Demolition
	 $                   119,060.00 
	 $            23,812.00 
	20%

	BP204
	Mid Atlantic
	UST Tank Removal
	 $                     34,260.00 
	 $              4,453.80 
	13%

	 
	 
	Subtotal Subcontracts
	 $                   170,440.00 
	 $            28,265.80 
	16.58%


GMP#2

	Bid Package
	Subcontractor
	Description
	Subcontract Amount*
	MWBE Commitment**
	 MWBE %

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	BP120
	Stay Alert
	Traffic Control
	 $                     24,430.00 
	 $            24,430.00 
	100%

	BP260
	Blackmon & Associates
	Site Utilities Storm/Water
	 $                   290,000.00 
	 $            72,500.00 
	25%

	BP204-4
	P & J Contracting
	Demo
	 $                     86,000.00 
	 $            86,000.00 
	100%

	BP210
	Jones Grading & Fencing
	Site Erosion Control
	 $                   269,400.00 
	 $          269,400.00 
	100%

	BP1555
	Comfort Engineers
	Parking Deck Relocation-Mechanical
	 $                     77,651.00 
	 $            20,189.26 
	26%

	BP1645
	Watson Electric
	Parking Deck Relocation-Electrical
	 $                     75,192.00 
	 $                       -   
	0%

	BP240
	Park Construction
	Site Utilities Sanitary Storm/Water
	 $                1,806,713.00 
	 $          560,081.03 
	31%

	BP1675
	Watson Electric
	Traffic Cable, Signaling & Lighting Renov
	 $                   137,999.00 
	 $            30,359.78 
	22%

	BP121
	T&T General Construction
	Street Cleaning / Wash Down
	 $                   144,431.00 
	 $          144,431.00 
	100%

	BP202-2/BP202-4
	P & J Contracting
	Demo Site Structures
	 $                   248,000.00 
	 $          248,000.00 
	100%

	BP102-2
	Frye Fence
	Temporary Fencing
	 $                     66,650.00 
	 $                       -   
	0%

	BP226
	Schnabel Foundation
	Soldier Pile Installation
	 $                2,639,859.00 
	 $            34,582.15 
	1%

	BP220-1
	Faulconer
	Excavation Exhibit Hall
	 $                3,232,882.00 
	 $          488,165.18 
	15%

	BP201
	Bateman Civil Survey
	Survey & Layout
	 $                     40,600.00 
	 $                       -   
	0%

	BP110/BP223/BP282
	Davis Landscape
	Dewatering / Spoil Rem/ Sidewalk Replmt
	 $                   220,250.00 
	 $            33,037.50 
	15%

	BP281
	Gelder & Associates
	East Detour @ McDowell
	 $                   121,000.00 
	 $            33,880.00 
	28%

	BP302
	IQ Contracting
	Utility Vault Concrete
	 $                   135,000.00 
	 $          135,000.00 
	100%

	BP225
	Coastal Caissons
	Secant Wall
	 $                3,110,000.00 
	 $          653,100.00 
	21%

	BP301
	Coastal Caissons
	Utility Vault 
	 $                   142,400.00 
	 $              7,120.00 
	5%

	NA
	Mid Atlantic Assoc
	Soil Remediation
	 $                   126,927.00 
	 $            25,385.40 
	20%

	 
	 
	Subtotal Subcontracts
	 $               12,995,384.00 
	 $       2,865,661.30 
	22.05%

	
	
	
	
	
	


GMP#3

	Bid Package
	Subcontractor
	Description
	Subcontract Amount*
	MWBE Commitment**
	 MWBE %

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	CO
	Schnabel
	Shoring
	 $                1,077,988.00 
	 $                       -   
	 

	BP2-232
	Coastal Caisson
	Building Caissons
	 $                1,672,250.00 
	 $            83,612.50 
	5%

	CO
	Coastal Caisson
	Secants
	 $                1,095,970.00 
	 $          131,516.40 
	12%

	BP2-400
	United Contractors
	McDowell Street Bridge
	 $                1,307,817.00 
	 $          235,407.06 
	18%

	CO
	Faulconer
	Excavation and Grading
	 $                   655,331.00 
	 $                       -   
	 

	BP1642
	Mid Atlantic Infrastructures
	Underground Piping
	 $                   758,465.00 
	 $          257,878.10 
	34%

	BP2-220
	Mid Atlantic Associates
	UST and Soil Remediation
	 $                   140,904.00 
	 $            40,862.16 
	29%

	BP2-241
	Gelder
	Paving-Demo and Asphalt
	 $                   195,062.00 
	 $            37,061.78 
	19%

	BP-101
	NC Services
	General Trades
	 $                   128,510.00 
	 $          128,510.00 
	100%

	 
	 
	Subtotal Subcontracts
	 $                7,032,297.00 
	 $          450,535.96 
	6.41%


GMP#4

	Bid Package
	Subcontractor
	Description
	Subcontract Amount*
	MWBE Commitment**
	 MWBE %

	BP4-501
	Lyndon Steel
	Structural Steel
	 $               16,344,600.00 
	 $       2,942,028.00 
	18%

	BP-301
	Crowder
	Concrete
	 $               16,448,724.00 
	 $       2,467,308.60 
	15%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 $                       -   
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 $               32,793,324.00 
	 $       5,409,336.60 
	16%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Estimated GMP1-4
	Subtotal Subcontracts
	 $               52,991,445.00 
	 $       8,753,799.66 
	16.52%

	
	
	
	
	
	


	* Subcontract Amount reflects Original Subcontract Value awarded.  

	**MWBE Commitment is equivalent to the participation goal in the Subcontract.  


Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

The agenda contained the following petitions for annexation.

Area Name Contiguous
Petitioner
Acres
Proposed Use
Riverbrooke II, Phase 3 
D. Stewart Marlowe, Jr/
10.00
Residential

and intervening R-O-W
Riverbrooke II 

Development, LLC 

Satellite Petitions




4204 James Road/Robertson
Justin N. and Denise F. 
.53
Residential

Property
Robertson

Recommendation:  That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, January 17, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races.

Jackie Twisdale with the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department would like to hold a road race on Saturday, March 11, 2006 from 9:15 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Jim Young, representing the Triangle Town Center Mall, would like to hold a road race benefiting the American Cancer Society on Sunday, May 7, 2006 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Jim Young, representing the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, would like to hold a road race on Saturday, June 10, 2006 from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following locations.
LOCATION
TAX ID NUMBER
APPROXIMATE COST

4829 North Hills Drive
0051313
$353.50

1500 Hanover Street
0005910
$192.50

700 West Jones Street
0063291
$3,871.50

This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution-of-Intent for a Tuesday, January 3, 2006 public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Resolution 735.

REZONING – JANUARY 2006 SCHEDULE – APPROVED

The Planning Department has received 15 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, January 17, 2006 public hearing.  There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.

Recommendation:  One hearing to be scheduled at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, January 17, 2006, and the zoning tour be held on Friday, January 13, 2006 starting at 8:30 a.m.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

GRANT ACCEPTANCE – NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY – ACCEPTED – BUDGET AMENDED

The Raleigh Historic Districts Commission has been awarded a grant of $15,860 from the State Historic Preservation Office for “Comprehensive Architectural Survey Update: 1945-1965.”  The grant will be matched with funds from the Commission budget.

The following accounts should be increased by:

Revenue Accounts:

810-7031-51317-981


State Grant


$15,860.00

810-7031-51326-981


Match
 


  15,000.00









$30,860.00

Expense Account:

810-7031-70890-981


Contractual Services

$30,860.00
Purpose:  To budget accounts for a grant awarded by the NC Department of Cultural Resources to the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission for Comprehensive Architectural Survey Update: 1945-1965.  The required grant match will be furnished from the Commission budget.
Recommendation:  Accept the grant and authorize approval of the budget amendment as outlined in the agenda backup.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 Ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.

EASEMENT – BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS – 0 HONEYCUTT ROAD – APPROVED

A request has been received from BellSouth for an easement from the City of Raleigh for the purpose of installing a new line on this site.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 Ayes (Kekas absent).

EASEMENT – 3935 BARWELL PARK ROAD/PROGRESS ENERGY AND PSNC ENERGY – APPROVED

Requests have been received from Progress Energy and PSNC Energy for easements on City owned property located at 3935 Barwell Park Road for the purpose of relocating electrical facilities caused by a City of Raleigh/Wake County road improvement project on Barwell Road, as well as installation of electrical lines and gas lines, which will provide service to the new elementary school and community center.  This is a joint City/County project taking place on City owned property.  Parks and Recreation is the maintenance manager of this property and is in agreement with the easement needs. A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).

EASEMENT – 0 OLD MILBURNIE ROAD/TOWN OF KNIGHTDALE – APPROVED

A request has been received from Brad Williams, representing the Town of Knightdale, for sanitary sewer and temporary construction easements on City of Raleigh properties located at 0 Old Milburnie Road and 0 Old Milburnie Road.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 Ayes (Kekas absent).
EASEMENT EXCHANGE – WAKEMED NORTH HEALTHPLEX FACILITY – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Thomas G. Cavender, P.E., Vice President of Facilities and Construction at WakeMed, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the proposed Physicians Office Project at the WakeMed North Healthplex Facility, bounded by Falls of Neuse Road and Durant Road in Raleigh.  The developer is realigning the sanitary sewer main and its associated easement to allow for better lot development.  The realigned sanitary sewer main is in accordance with construction plans reviewed by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Resolution 736.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – WATER AND SANITARY SEWER GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM UPDATES – CONTRACT WITH WITHERS & RAVENEL, INC. – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

A contract of $202,500 has been negotiated with Withers & Ravenel, Inc., for Water and Sanitary Sewer Geographic Information System Updates.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Withers & Ravenel, Inc., for the Water and Sanitary Sewer Geographic Information System updates and the budgetary transfer.

Transferred From:

325-8468-79001-975


Main Replacement


$  28,308.09

325-8830-79001-975


Pilot Mills Sewer


   147,957.41

325-9604-79102-975


Lake Wheeler Annexation Areas
     26,234.50










$202,500.00

Transferred To:

325-9665-79201-975
GIS System Updates
$202,500.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda – 7 Ayes (Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT FARM POND RESTORATION – CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH ENSR – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with ENSR for the Neuse River Waste Water Treatment Plant Farm Pond Restoration.  Amendment #2 in the amount of $50,413 is for additional environmental engineering oversight during the restoration of the farm ponds at the Neuse River Waste Water Treatment Plant.
Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #2 and the budgetary transfer.  
Transferred From:

349-9189-79001-975

NRWWTP Facility Improvements

$50,413.00

Transferred To:

349-9172-79201-975

NRWWTP Land Application BMP’s

$50,413.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935TF34.

PERSONNEL – RECLASSIFICATIONS IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS, PLANNING, POLICE AND PUBLIC UTILITIES – APPROVED; NEW POSITION IN INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following recommendations relating to personnel changes.

The Emergency Communications Center (ECC) currently has two vacant Lead Telecommunicator positions, classification 3402, pay grade CC.  Due to increased training standards and protocols which the ECC must meet, additional focus and attention on training and continuing education for ECC staff is required.  It is requested that these two positions be reclassified to ECC Training & Compliance Coordinators, classification 3408, pay grade CC.  There is no budgetary impact from this reclassification.

The Inspections Department is requesting Council approval to add one (1) Code Enforcement Official III (Electrical) position to the Inspections Department effective January 1, 2006.  The request is being made outside of the FY06-07 Budget process because of the current need and the prolonged time it takes to hire and train an Inspector.  Funds will be available through the following budget amendment.

Revenue Account:
100-0000-52451-000



Inspections Fees-Electrical

$44,871.00

Expense Accounts:
100-2810-60001-241



Salaries-FT



$17,600.00

100-2810-62001-241



Retirement



       845.00

100-2810-62005-241



Social Security


    1,091.00

100-2810-62006-241



Medicare



       255.00

100-2810-62501-241



Health Insurance


    3,077.00

100-2810-62502-241



Dental Insurance


       284.00

100-2810-62503-241



Life Insurance



         19.00

100-2810-70202-241



Computer Lease


       600.00

100-2810-70401-241



Vehicle Maintenance & Operations
    3,000.00

100-2810-75005-241



Truck – Light



  15,500.00

100-2810-71218-241



Dues/License & Publications

       300.00

100-2810-71308-241



Cellular Wireless


       250.00

100-2810-71311-241



Wireless Card



       250.00

100-2810-75206-241



Communications Equipment

       600.00

100-2810-75208-241



Computer Equipment


    1,200.00











$44,871.00

The Planning Department currently has a vacant Planner I/33 position in the Urban Design Center.  Due to additional responsibilities being assigned, it is requested that this position be reclassified to Planner II/36.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the position and recommends reclassification to Planner II.  The reclassification will not require a budget increase as additional salary and benefit costs can be absorbed through position vacancies.

The Police Department has a vacant Police Records Specialist position, Pay Grade 23, in the Administrative Services Division.  It is requested that the position be reclassified to Crime Analyst Position, Pay Grade 31, in the Field Operations Division, District 22.  This is the only district without a civilian Crime analyst.  Those duties are currently performed by a sworn officer.  This reclassification will provide officers in District 22 with the same level of support and access to timely crime data enjoyed by other districts and will allow the sworn officer to return to general law enforcement duties.

The reclassification will not need a budget increase as the additional salary and benefits costs can be absorbed through position vacancies.
Public Utilities currently has a vacant Equipment Operator III, classification #4013, position (5220-605, #003483), pay grade 27, in the waste handling facility at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant.  Due to increased staffing levels at this facility to operate on a 24-hour basis, and the requirement to have an Operator Responsible Charge (ORC) and a backup ORC, it is requested to reclassify it to a Senior Treatment Plant Operator, pay grade TB, class 4306.  The Senior Treatment Plant Operator would be the backup ORC and offer leadership to the other operations staff when the ORC is not present.  Funds are currently available in the salaries account for the remainder of the current fiscal year.

Recommendation:  Approval of the reclassifications as outlined and the new position in Inspections Department and associated budget amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.

STC-14-05 – CRABTREE VALLEY AVENUE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Johnny Edwards of John A. Edwards and Company, agent for Camden Property, is petitioning to close all of the alignment of Crabtree Valley Avenue outside of the new alignment.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent authorizing a public hearing on January 3, 2006.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Resolution 738.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Community Development - $664,823.53 - to appropriate excess prior year program income, providing funding to continue projects in the College Park, Garner Road and Thompson Hunter areas in keeping with the redevelopment plans identified for those areas consistent with the criteria established under the CDBG National Objectives.

Fire Department - $2,000 – To accept a donation from WalMart to be used to support the Citizens Emergency Response Team for the City of Raleigh.

Police Department - $12,119 – To budget grant accounts for a grant from the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety for project Youth and Gang Violence Intervention Enhancement.  The project will prevent delinquency in at risk youth and school violence.  This is a continuation of a grant program that was funded in Fiscal Year 2005.  There is no city match required for the grant.

Public Utilities - $226,000 – To provide funds for the purchase of a track loader for the Public Utilities Construction Division.  The loader is needed for the safe loading of materials in unstable conditions for the Construction personnel.
Public Works - $173,968 – To budget accounts for a grant awarded to the City of Raleigh by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development for planning of the revitalization of the Fayetteville Street Mall.

The agenda outlined the code accounts involved in the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation: To approve budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – SEWER – APPROVED

The following reimbursable contract has been prepared for Council approval and the City Manager’s signature.  Costs have been certified by the Public Utilities Department.

Sewer Area 1 Contract #1

Town of Garner

Mahlers Creek Sewer Project

Construct 12-inch and larger sewer mains

Total Reimbursement $610,516.20

Recommendation:  Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).
CONDEMNATION – LEESVILLE ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – UDRT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed right-of-way and the Leesville Road Widening Project as it relates to UDRT of North Carolina LLC, 100 Lakefront Drive.  Negotiation are ongoing and in order to keep the project moving forward, Staff recommends authorization condemnation of the necessary rights of way needed from these properties for the projects.
Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolution of Condemnation – Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Resolution 739.

CONDEMNATION – ALEXANDER/WHITE OAK ROAD SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Negotiations thus far has been unsuccessful with Harold P. Green and Jane McCutcheon, 1904 Alexander Road for rights-of-way required for the Alexander/White Oak Road Sewer Replacement Project.  Negotiations are still ongoing; however, in order to keep the projects moving forward, Staff recommends authorization be granted for condemnation of the necessary rights-of-way from these properties if needed.

Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolution of Condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Resolution 740.

TRANSFERS – WITHIN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Community Development and Public Utilities Departments.  The agenda outlined the Code Accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.

BIDS – HILLSBOROUGH STREETSCAPE PHASE II – BID AWARDED TO PAUL HOWARD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – FUNDS APPROPRIATED
Pursuant to advertisement as required by law, bids were received and publicly opened by Sears Design Group on November 22, 2005 for the replacement of existing curb with granite curb, the replacement of existing sidewalk with concrete pavers, and the installation of trees, shrubs and ground cover.  The work will be performed along Hillsborough Street between Glenwood Avenue and St. Mary’s Street.  Paul Howard Construction Company submitted the low bid in the amount of $388,725.

MWBE participation is 22.6%.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Paul Howard Construction Co. in the amount of $388,725 and authorize the appropriate transfers to establish funding.

Transferred From:

505-9516-79001-975
Glenwood South/Hillsborough
$374,730.00

Transferred To:

505-9551-79213-975
Hillsborough Streetscape
$374,730.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCES ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to no parking zone on Lake Trout Lane, taxi zone on West Johnson Street and traffic schedule entries relating to annexations which will be effective on December 31, 2005.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommendations.
Recommendation:  Approval as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/West – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinances 936 and 937.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

NEUSE RIVER GREENWAY – DESIGN SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH STEWART ENGINEERING, INC. – APPROVED

The Parks and Recreation Department has negotiated a design services contract with Stewart Engineering, Inc. in the amount of $435,045.00. The segment of the Neuse River Greenway included in this contract is approximately eight (8) miles long extending south from the Falls Lake Dam to Perry Creek Road.  Included in the scope of work are survey services, geotechnical, permitting and preparation of construction documents ready for bidding for the Neuse River Greenway project.  Bid Administration and Construction Administration are not included in the scope of this project at this time because funds for construction have not been allocated.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Design Services Contract.  Funds are available in account 810-7320-79201-994.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she withdrew this from the Consent Agenda to note that this is a very important part of the greenway system and she did not want this to go unnoticed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Kekas absent).
WATER AND SEWER SALES AGREEMENT – REQUEST TO INCREASE CAPACITY FROM TOWN OF WENDELL – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker stated he had withdrawn this item from the Consent agenda as he needs to be excused from participation as his firm has done work with the Town of Wendell.  He moved that he be excused.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote (Meeker excused from voting, Kekas absent).  The Mayor left the table.

The Town of Wendell has made a request to the City of Raleigh to amend their current water and sewer capacity purchased from Raleigh to increase their water and sewer capacity.  The Town of Wendell requests an increase of 2.5 MGD of water, from their current 1.00 MGD to 3.50 MGD, and a sewer capacity increase request of 1.0 MGD, from their current 0.75 MGD to 1.75 MGD.  In order to provide the additional water transmission capacity needed for Wendell, the design of the proposed Forestville Road Water Booster Pump Station must be revised.  Wendell has requested that Raleigh and Knightdale agree to the revised design and proceed with these changes on the project now, based on their commitment to fund the additional cost now, regardless of the water and sewer mergers.

Recommendation:  Approve the request for amendment of the Wendell Water and Sewer Sale Contracts, authorize the City Manager to execute the amendments on behalf of the City and authorize City staff to work with appropriate staff in Knightdale and Wendell and Knightdale’s consultant (Withers & Ravenel) to proceed now with the design changes on the proposed Forestville Road Water Booster Pump Station, as proposed.

Mr. Isley pointed out we are in the middle of a drought and here we are talking about increasing water uses and selling water to another municipality.  He asked that the issue be referred to the Public Works Committee to take a look at the policy of the City continuing to increase our regional system.  Mr. West stated without objection the item would be referred to the Public Works Committee.

City Manager Allen pointed out Wendell is working with a developer relative to this increased capacity and they need an answer in the next month or so.  He feels the second meeting in January would be sufficient time.  Mr. Isley questioned why we continue to sell water when our citizens do not have as much water as they need.  He stated he knows the increased revenue is depended on but he feels it is time we take a look at the overriding issue of selling water.  City Manager Allen pointed out we have a long standing relationship with the Town of Wendell and he talked about the merger talks and pointed out Falls Lake was built for all in the area and this proposal is in line with our merger agreement.  Mr. Craven asked for background information on our arrangements with Wendell.  Without further discussion, the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.
STC-13-05 – FRENCH DRIVE AND CARTER STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Mr. Isley asked to be excused from participation in this matter as he has done work for the developer.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Isley be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

Bennett Keasler of Andrea Development Company, LLC, is petitioning to close all of Carter Street south of French Drive and French Drive east of lots 12 and 15 and west of lots 28 and 31 as recorded in Book of Maps 1959, Page 230.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, January 3, 2006.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as she understands this is just setting a public hearing with the Mayor indicating that is correct.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Isley excused, Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 737.

TRAFFIC – NO PARKING ZONE ON HALIFAX STREET – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

It is recommended that a no-parking zone be established on the west side of Halifax Street from 155 feet north of West Franklin Street, northward to a point 184 feet south of Cedar Street.

A petition was received by businesses asking for a no-parking zone to be created on the west side of Halifax Street.  The-alignment of East Franklin Street behind Peace College has created additional parking along the east side of Halifax Street.  Consequently, vehicles are now parking on both sides of the road creating numerous traffic hazards.  If approved, this no-parking zone will eliminate traffic hazards for businesses and residents in this area.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended. If approved, delete from Traffic Schedule 13:

Halifax Street, both sides, beginning at a point 184 feet south of the intersection of Cedar Street and extending south 160 feet.  If approved, add to Traffic Schedule 13:  Halifax Street, west side, beginning at a point 155 feet north of West Franklin Street, extending north to a point 184 feet south of Cedar Street.  Halifax Street, east side, beginning at a point 184 feet south of the intersection of Cedar Street and extending south 160 feet.

Mr. Stephenson questioned who made this request pointing out parking is limited in this area.  City Manager Allen read the agenda report.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out most businesses scream and yell for on-street parking and he would just like more information about the item.  It was agreed to hold it until later in the meeting.
Later in the meeting, Public Works Director Dawson explained the request pointing out it is a 26 foot wide street and if parking is allowed on both sides it makes maneuvering the street difficult.  He pointed out Progress Energy has some facilities in that area and they have no parking needs.  Raleigh Housing Authority has facilities in the area and have no objection.  The City attempted to contact Peace College but have not heard back from them.  Capital Business Machines is the one business who submitted the petition.  Mr. Dawson pointed out this is an effort to make the street safe and passable.  Mr. Isley moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 936.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same matter as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Craven to withdraw CP-24-05 and TC-16-05.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.

Mayor Meeker questioned if there is any problem with Mr. Stephenson voting on these items as he was on the Planning Commission when the Planning Commission made the recommendations and he is now a City Council member.  City Attorney McCormick indicated Mr. Stephenson had already contacted him and there is no restriction whatsoever.  He stated in reality Mr. Stephenson did not have to cast his vote on Council the same as he did when the items were discussed by the Planning Commission.

Ms. Taliaferro moved the Planning Commission’s recommendations be upheld on the remaining items.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda was as follows.
REZONING Z-63-05 – OBERLIN ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.50 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 with Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-10898 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 23, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld don Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

REZONING Z-67-05 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 6.02 acres, currently zoned Office and Institution-2 Conditional Use.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-2 Conditional Use with revised conditions.

CR-10899 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 7, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

REZONING Z-69-05 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 4.64 acres, currently zoned Office and Institution-3.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-10900 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 17, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

REZONING Z-73-05 – LEESVILLE ROAD – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.85 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 Conditional Use and Rural Residential.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-6 Conditional Use.

CR-10901 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated November 23, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.
REZONING Z-74-05 – THORNYBUSH DRIVE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 18.54 acres, currently zoned Agricultural Productive.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Residential-4 Conditional Use.

CR-10902 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated October 25, 2005.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

TC-19-05 – NC STATE LEGISLATION UPDATES – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
This request is to amend the Zoning Code and Subdivision Regulations to incorporate language compliant with newly adopted NC State Legislation regarding sign postings for rezonings, comprehensive plan compliance, “reasonableness” of a proposed rezoning, “use” variances, definitions of “subdivision” and “transportation networks” and enforcement of subdivision regulations.

CR-10905 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

SP-13-05 – FARMINGTON SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER – APPROVED

This request is to approve a 50,200 square foot shopping center on a 10.58 acre site, zoned Neighborhood Business Conditional Use District. A small portion of the site on the south side is zoned Residential-10 Conditional Use District, and is to be used exclusively for landscaping with no other development.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.

CR-10906 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Isley – 7 ayes (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 940 TC 277.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

CP-24-05 – SUMNER BOULEVARD REALIGNMENT – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan with the following modifications:  Realign the proposed extension of Sumner Boulevard north of I-540 to Gresham Lake Road and remove the collector street between I-540 and Gresham Lake.

CR-10903 from the Planning Commission recommends that the Comprehensive Plan revision be approved.

Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the issue and the Planning Commission’s recommendation and discussion on this item.  Mr. Craven pointed out he withdrew this from the consent agenda as at the public hearing there were several property owners who had some concerns.  Mr. Everett stated he did not recall any negative input before the Planning Commission.  Mr. Craven moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 741.

TC-16-05 – DETACHED GARAGES ON REDUCED LOTS – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to amend the Zoning Code to permit detached garages larger than 150 square feet on lots less than 5,000 square feet subject to specific standards, and to no longer require that detached accessory structures within cluster unit developments be located within 5 feet of the principal structure.

CR-10904 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be approved.

Planning Commission Chairman Everett explained the issue and the Planning Commission’s recommendation pointing out this is an effort to try to allow additional design flexibility.  Mr. Crowder questioned if there was any consideration to allow this in the areas without alley loading garages such as the Five Points or Oakwood areas.  He stated as we begin to look at this there seem to be some opportunity to us it without alleyways.  Mr. Everett pointed out that was not discussed at the full commission meeting.  The focus of the Planning Commission was new subdivisions.

Mr. Stephenson talked about the discussions in the Planning Commission and talked about the existing ordinance and what this proposal would allow.  He suggested placing the item in the Comprehensive Planning Committee and pointed out the last bullet of the description sheet talks about the detached garage being directly accessed by an alley.  Planning Director Silver pointed out this proposal is for design flexibility.  He stated it allows the option of alley loading but it would not be a requirement.  Mr. Crowder talked about the issue pending in committee relative to front yard parking and stated this could have some impact on that problem.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.
SPECIAL ITEMS

CAC BOUNDARY CHANGES – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

The following item appeared on the November 15, 2005 Council agenda:
The RCAC has requested minor changes to six CAC boundaries in order to better align neighborhoods.  A letter, resolution and maps were available in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approved.  Ms. Kekas withdrew this from the Consent Agenda and requested that larger maps be made available showing the existing boundaries and proposed boundaries.  Other Council Members requested information including a copy of the CAC bylaws, changes that were recommended several years ago and information on that discussion.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Information is in the agenda packet.
Mayor Meeker stated Ms. Kekas has asked for this information and requested that the Council not take final action until she can be at the meeting.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she was going to suggest that the Council look at the whole issue in Law and Public Safety Committee pointing out there are several questions about bylaws, etc.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee and he would ask that it come back to the full Council within a couple of months.

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT – DESIGN STANDARD PROPOSALS – TO BE PLACED ON JULY 11, 2006 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

The following item appeared on the November 15, 2005 Council agenda:
During the September 6, 2005 Council meeting Bob Mulder, representing the Northeast CAC and other interested citizens, presented the Council with a proposal to consider adding design standards for the Planned Development District.  It was directed that the item be placed on the September 20 agenda and Administration was asked to provide a report n the number of times the Planned Development District has been used and the results.  Council Members received a memorandum at the September 20 meeting indicating the PDD has not been used as it was just recently adopted.  There was discussion as to how to proceed.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding the item and placing it on the agenda for the first meeting in December and let the Council make a decision at that time.  Mr. Isley requested that the item be placed on the November 15 agenda to allow this Council an opportunity to make the decision.

During the November 15 meeting, it was agreed to place the item on this agenda for further consideration.

Mr. Crowder stated he had asked for this discussion pointing out there were some recommendations from the Planning Department he felt should be discussed further.  Planning Director Silver pointed out TC-3-05 was acted on in July 2005.  He stated he understands the concerns Mr. Molder presented.  He stated however, no cases have been filed under this text change.  He stated staff is to provide a report in July 2006.  Mr. Crowder asked how the projects coming through would be scrutinized and questioned if the City is opening itself up by not having the design standards.  Mr. Silver pointed out the Staff would look at the intent of the PDD.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the text change has standards that have to be addressed.  After discussion on the status of this item it was agreed to place it on the July 11, 2006 agenda to receive a report.
AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL CONSORTIUM – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

This item has appeared on several Council agendas.  The last time being the November 1, 2005 agenda, at which time Mayor Meeker stated he feels this is an item the 2005-2007 City Council should discuss; therefore, recommended that it be placed on the December 6 agenda as a Special Item.

Mayor Meeker pointed out there is nothing on this issue that requires action at this time.  He stated he and Mr. West have met with representatives of the County and will continue to meet with Chairman Gurley and Vice-Chair Webb.  He stated if there are additional steps that need to be taken such as funding, land acquisition or whatever; they would come back to the respective boards with a report.  Mayor Meeker questioned if any Council member had objection to handling the issue this way with Council members indicating they did not.  Mayor Meeker stated the African American Cultural Consortium issue would be removed from the agenda and he and Mr. West would work with County representatives and report by when and if needed.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION AND HOUSING TASK FORCE – TO BE CONSIDERED ALONG WITH REPORT OF PROP ORDINANCE

During the July 7, 2004 Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee, by split vote, recommended that the Housing Task Force be reconstituted so that it may continue its work on the various issues.  It was agreed to hold a decision on whether to reconstitute the Task Force and let the initial enforcement start and review the question in July, 2005.

During the July 19, 2005 Council meeting, it was directed that the item be placed on the December 6 agenda to get input from staff and further consider the item at that point.

A comprehensive analysis of the Probationary Rental Occupancy Permit (PROP) ordinance is due in the spring.  Several aspects of the Task Forces’ initial work are in varying stages of implementation.  Should the Council decide to reconstitute the Task Force, staff support alternatives will need to be considered as it is not a part of any existing staff’s work program at this time.

Mr. Crowder suggested holding off on further discussion on this item until the Council receives year-end report on the PROP Ordinance.  Without objection, it was agreed to remove the item from the agenda with the understanding it would be brought back when the PROP discussion takes place.
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD – POSSIBLE CREATION – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

During the November 15, 2005 Council meeting, Mayor Meeker asked that an item be placed on this agenda for the Council to consider the possibility of establishing an Environmental Board..

Mayor Meeker stated this was an issue he announced recently pointing out he feels it would be good if the City had a board to address various environmental issues.  He stated now we have a PCP Task Force, Stormwater Task Force, Water Conservation Task Force, etc.  He stated one of the main emphasis of this proposed new board would be fuel and energy conservation.  There could be other things that would be discussed that could be referred to by committee.  He stated he would like to see an 11-person Board who have two year terms with appointments made as other advisory boards are made.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she supports the establishment of an environmental board but she would like to look at the issue in Public Works Committee.  She stated the Public Works Committee is dealing with the various environmental issues mentioned by the Mayor and others, including the possibility of an environmental award, etc.  She stated we are also looking at water quality issues, etc.  She stated fuel conservation is a good start but she feels the proposal needs to be fleshed out some, set up a mission statement, etc.  Mayor Meeker stated he had no problem with the item going to the Public Works Committee as long as the Committee would report back to the full Council at the first or second meeting in January.  Mr. Craven asked about a division of responsibility between the Environmental Board and the existing task forces as well as staff consequences and impact on the budget.  Mr. Crowder agreed with Ms. Taliaferro’s comments pointing out an environmental board mission should be expanded beyond fuel conservation, etc.  He stated may be this issue should be looked at in BED to talk about the budget impact, etc.  He stated in addition, he feels may be we could look at what type of incentives could be offered and, talked about the green building concept. etc.  Mr. West agreed that it should be a very comprehensive board and feels it would be good to have it discussed in the Public Works Committee.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

DOWNTOWN UNDERGROUND PARKING DECK – MWBE PLAN – APPROVED; NO ADDITIONAL WORK TO BE DONE ON REDUCED CONNECTOR DESIGN; STAFF AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE WITH SITE ONE AND SITE 4 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
The City Council held a special meeting on November 29, 2005 and took various actions relative to the Downtown Underground Parking Deck.  It was directed that the following be placed on this agenda for further consideration:

The Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the Downtown Underground Parking Deck project, Holder Construction Company, prepared an MWBE plan to ensure that minority and women-owned businesses are provided equal access and opportunity to participate in this project.  The plan is modeled after the guidelines set forth in North Carolina General Statute 143-128.2 and is intended to achieve the City’s goal of a minimum of 15% participation by approved MWBE businesses.  A copy of Holder’s plan as well as the current status report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve MWBE plan submitted by the Holder Construction Company.

City Manager Allen pointed out he and other staff members have spent a lot of time talking with Mr. West concerning this item.  Mr. West stated he is comfortable with where we are pointing out this particular project doesn’t lend itself to a number of small contracts.  He thinks that would be a challenge.  He stated they talked about strengthening the HUB commitment and Assistant City Manager Wray is going to give leadership to that effort.  He talked about a breakdown relative to minorities and women and analysis of those two, the percentage, the tie between this project, the hotel and the convention center.  He stated he would like a breakdown on the percentages particularly between the parking deck and the hotel as the same company is doing that but they have different arrangements.  He talked about the need to use local businesses and the various aspects of the ongoing projects and the minority contractors that are being utilized.  He stated he feels comfortable with the plan and would move approval.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Ms. Taliaferro expressed agreement and pointed out we have to make sure we continue to monitor the MWBE and make sure the plan is being followed.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Council requested that staff obtain a proposal for design of an alternate plan for the connector between the New Convention Center, the underground Parking Deck, and the Hotel projects. We have pursued that objective and a report on our endeavors and findings to date were in the packet.

Recommendation:  Do not pursue reduced design.  City Manager Allen pointed out the Council asked for an estimate to do the design cost for a reduced or minimal connector.  He stated it is felt it would cost from $125,000 to $150,000 and administration is recommending not pursuing the reduced design.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he is the one who suggested we take a look at a reduced design.  He stated he had met with the designer and Assistant City Manager Howe and he feels this is something we will have to look at as the project moves forward and talked about sharing the cost of the connector with the projects and discussions that needs to take place with the County.  He suggested that no action be taken.  Without objection it was agreed to not pursue the reduced design.
In July, three development proposals were received on each of the two City sites for which RFP’s were issued in the spring.  Site #1 is on the west side of the existing convention center block, and Site #4 is on Salisbury Street immediately adjacent to the Performing Arts Center Parking Deck.  After meetings with the proposals only one development team on each site chose to continue the process toward a fully-detailed development proposal.  Both of these teams are now at the point where their design schemes are refined, and they are preparing Memoranda of Understanding to be able to explain the financial and legal aspects of their proposals to Council.  To continue this process, City staff needs to be authorized to negotiate the details of the MOU with the remaining development team on each site, in order to bring the draft MOU’s before Council for review before moving to the next step, the preparation of a legal development agreement.

Mayor Meeker stated his son David may be working with the firm the City is negotiating with on Site #4.  He stated he had talked to the Attorney and the Attorney stated it would be a good idea for him to disclose that relationship.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had done some work with the firm interested in Site 4 but not on this project and he wanted to disclose that for the record.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she understands we have another interested party looking at Site 1 and questioned if the Council is going to hear from the interested developer pointing out Council has not authorized negotiation with any particular group.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council had gone through an RFP process and explained what had occurred to this point.  He pointed out the City Manager has been working with the interested party and they are getting pretty close to an agreement and he feels Administration should be authorized to continue with the work and the Council can accept or reject.  He does not feel we should start the process over.  The City has at least four other sites in the downtown area the party Ms. Taliaferro is speaking about could bid or present a proposal for one of those sites.  Mayor Meeker stated he would like to see the process move forward.  He talked about what has happened to this point and again stated it seems that we are heading in the right direction.
Ms. Crowder stated he understands the reservation and concerns expressed by Ms. Taliaferro but based on the amount of effort that has gone into this process he feels we should proceed.  He feels that we would send the wrong message if the Council pulls back after spending all of the time and money on the proposals that have come forth.  He stated if the City Council has concern with how the staff handled the RFP and responses on Site 1 and 4 then the Council should take that up with the City Manager but he does not feel we should start the process over at this point.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if there has been any impropriety about the RFP process.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he thinks the issue is when the RFP’s were received they were not reported to the City Council for selection of a party for staff to negotiate with.  City Attorney McCormick stated he had not been involved in the process so he could not comment on what has occurred during the process but normally the City Council authorizes negotiations with a particular party rather than staff proceeding with the negotiations.  The RFP process, how it normally works and it how it worked in this particular situation was talked about.  Whether the proposing parties met the criteria outlined in the RFP and steps staff has taken was talked about.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff feels that the proposals do or will meet all of the requirements or the staff would not bring them to the City Council.  He talked about the process of an RFP pointing out the City followed the normal process and only one firm was left standing for each site and negotiations have been occurring with those developers prior to bringing their proposal to the City Council and staff felt they wanted to make sure they could meet all of the requirements, etc., that was the purpose of negotiations.  Staff was not trying to overstep anyone’s authority.  The process was talked about as were discussions that had been taking place, the responsiveness of the developers to the City’s requested criteria, work to go the extra step and the fact that staff has made it very clear that staff does not know what the City Council will do but the proposals would be defined in the memorandum of understanding and then Council would make a decision.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she has several concerns about the process.  She pointed out the Council only received a memo last summer without a lot of backup.  She would have preferred that all of the proposals come to City Council for discussion but the City Council wasn’t given that opportunity and that has put the City Council in an awkward position.  She talked about the relationship with the RBC and when the developer expressed interest in the site adjacent to the RBC facility how that was addressed.  How Duke Realty played into the picture, when they expressed interest and their involvement with staff was talked about.  In response to questioning from Ms. Taliaferro, City Manager Allen pointed out the staff did not negotiate with Duke Realty.  They answered questions and told Duke Realty where they were in the process with the RFPs.  How the RFPs read and the fact that the City Council had not authorized negotiations with any particular developer was discussed with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out she did not feel bound by commitment made by staff as it is the City Council’s authority to determine who to negotiate with.  How RFPs are negotiated and what has happened to this point was talked about with Mr. Crowder explaining his experiences in this arena as well as the fact that when you are responding to an RFP one does have to spend time, money and expertise.  He stated he has no problem with the RFP process based on what he has seen; therefore, he would move that the recommendation to authorize staff to negotiate details of development with the developers of Site #1 and Site #4 and subsequently bring the memorandum of understanding for each site to the City Council for review with the understanding the City Attorney would assist in these negotiations.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley.
Ms. Taliaferro stated Ms. Kekas had asked that this issue be deferred.  Mr. Isley stated he spoke to Ms. Kekas just prior to the meeting.  He stated he is very sympathetic to Duke Realty and the position they are in.  He feels if they wanted to be in the process they should have responded to the RFP.  He told of his conversations with Duke Realty and talked of the desire to see them put in a proposal but talked about the integrity of the process that the City has entered into.  He said even though the process may not have been the way the Council would have liked to seen it done, given where we are in the process he feels the Council would be remiss to start the process over.  Mr. West stated he had hoped that the Council would not vote on this today and talked about the comments related to this particular process.  He stated he is hesitant to stop something based on the methodology but he feels we can deal with the methodology and how the process was handled in another venue.  The motion to authorize staff to move forward to negotiate details of development MOU for Sites #1 and #4 as made by the Mayor was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Taliaferro who voted in the negative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

CAROUSEL CONSERVATION/RENOVATION AND HOUSING DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PHASE – CHAVIS PARK AND PULLEN PARK – REPORT RECEIVED

The Raleigh City Council has authorized the Design Development phase be prepared within a public participation process addressing proposed improvements to the Chavis Park and Pullen Park carousels, carousel houses, and related park facilities.  Design decisions for integrated park improvements are being addressed and coordinated to ensure continuity of future phased construction.

The first presentation will include a preliminary report of the findings of the carousel consultant team including assessments of the two carousels, interim conservation recommendations, and preliminary renovation recommendations.

This is the first of five presentations that will be made to regularly scheduled meetings of the Raleigh Arts Commission; Raleigh Historic Districts Commission; Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board and City Council between November 2005 and July 2006.  Future presentations include site and architectural concept development; schematic site and architectural designs; infrastructure design development for Chavis Park and Chavis Park Carousel House design; and Pullen Park play spaces, Amusement Center, Carousel House and Lake Howell shoreline.
The adopted Chavis Park Master Plan, the adopted Pullen Park Master Plan, and the Carousel Task Force Report provide the background and guiding principles for the Design Development process.  Members of the Carousel Task Force and the Chavis Park and Pullen Park Master Plan Committees have been contacted and will be invited to these meetings.

City Manager Allen introduced the item pointing out staff wanted to provide a brief update on this project.  Planner David Shouse pointed out it is a positive report, they have followed all the processes.  He explained funding for these projects is the 2003 Parks Bond money and gave amounts.
Susan Little, Little & Little, presented a powerpoint presentation to explain the overall project and process and where we are in the process.  She gave information on the prior planning that has taken place as it relates to the Pullen Park and Chavis Park Carousels, the master plans, Pullen Park Development and Management Guidelines and the Carousel Task Force.  She stated we are in progress with the carousel conservation, restoration and housing reports.  She pointed out design development is a phase where the design is developed to a level of detail necessary to work out a clear, coordinated description of all aspects of the project.  Major elements of site and architectural designs including equipment, fire protection, mechanical, electrical, structural, telecommunications and plumbing systems are designed and coordinated through enlarged scale drawings, detailed elevations and plans.  She explained the design development for Chavis Park includes the carousel and carousel house, modifications to adjacent plaza spaces and parking areas and recommendations for future modifications.  As far as Pullen Park is concerned they are looking at the carousel and carousel housing, amusement center renovations, adjacent walks and trail connections, vehicular entrance and parking, Lake Howell edge repairs, lake island renovations, lake picnic amenities, lake strollway and boardwalk improvements as well as utility infrastructure upgrades.  She went over the design development schedule which includes five presentations ending in the June-July 2006 time frame.  A public workshop was held for the Pullen Park play space on November 29, 2005.  She went over information on the carousel consultants who include Todd W. Goings, Richard L. Kerschner and Janet W. Hessling.
Ms. Little talked about the presentations, the on-site assessments, visits to gather data, etc.  In response to questioning she pointed out there is no one answer, they will be looking at all of the recommendations.  They will be working with the community, the consultants and will be coming back to the Council with recommendations.  She stated she is quite sure that the recommendations will not be just build a new building.  She stated they are in an information gathering point and talked about Raleigh’s long tradition of carousel preservation.  She pointed out the Chavis carousel is in better condition than the Pullen carousel and talked about the number of riders per year at each.  She stated they are doing a total indepth comprehensive assessment and their recommendations will be a holistic recommendation.  The report was received without further comment.

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – ACCEPTED; TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 3, 2006 AGENDA TO RECEIVE ANY COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBER KEKAS
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) of the City has been completed for the year ended June 30, 2005.  The CAFR is the City’s official annual report and is prepared by the Finance Department.  It has been audited by the certified public accounting firm of Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P. and their unqualified opinion on the fair presentation of the financial statements is included within the CAFR.  The CAFR includes the auditors’ report on internal controls, which indicates that they found no matters that they considered to be material weaknesses.  As is customary, they also prepared a management letter that contains their observations on an opportunity for strengthening internal controls and new accounting and auditing standards applicable to the City in FY06.  A specific response letter by the Chief Financial Officer was included.

It is appropriate for the Council to review and accept the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the auditors’ management letter and direct Administration to implement the management letter recommendations to the extent possible.
Recommendation:  That the City Council accept the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the auditors’ management letter and direct implementation of the recommendations by Administration to the extent possible.

City Manager Allen highlighted the agenda message pointing out we did receive an unqualified opinion from the auditors no weaknesses were indicated and pointed out the City of Raleigh pays great attention to the financial needs and compliances.  The results were very positive and Chief Financial Officer James and his staff have done an outstanding job.  City Manager Allen acknowledged the work of every department in managing or staying within their budget.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Ms. Kekas had asked for an opportunity to study the report and provide comments.

Chief Financial Officer James presented and highlighted the following Powerpoint presentation.
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Introduction



Report Design by Sally Johns Design; Printing –

Joseph C. Woodard Company; Cover Photo –

Michael Zirkle 



Audit Firm:  Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, LLP:

Michelle Thompson - Partner, Eddie Burke, Partner 

Scott Duda, Manager



Finance Department Responsible Area –

Controller’s Office and Financial Reporting and 

Planning Division:

John House – Controller, Teresa Bordeaux – Financial 

Reporting and Planning Manager , and staff efforts
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Introduction (cont.)



GASB 34—Reporting model format



Fourth year reporting under GASB 34 requirements



Dual perspective allows both an entity-wide     

perspective to be presented as well as a fund by fund   

presentation



Unqualified audit opinion



Represents the entire financial story for the City 

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2005



During FY05 received Government Finance 

Officer’s Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting for the FY04 

CAFR – 25

th

year Certificate awarded to the City
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Other Documents Presented



Auditor Management Letter



City Response Letter



Audit Procedures Letter
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Formatting Notes



A Transmittal Letter is in front of CAFR, but 

most of the financial highlights and   

commentary are in the “Management       

Discussion and Analysis” section following

the auditor opinion



CAFR also includes condensed statements

on a more traditional “fund” basis (p. 4 -19)



Detailed statements for individual funds 



Single Audit section—grants reporting 
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Overall Financial Commentary



The City’s financial position remains excellent in both general 

governmental and enterprise operations



Highlights:

• Net excess of revenues over expenditures in the General 

Fund was $17.8 million compared to $13.8 million in 2004

• Total general undesignated fund balance exceeded 14% 

threshold

• Reported amount 14.13%

• Adjusted amount 16.8% (best since 2001)

• Net operating income for the Water and Sewer fund was 

$10.2 million – an increase of $9.0 million from the 

previous year – primarily as a result of increased revenues

• City’s rate covenant coverage on its utility debt increased 

from 1.34 to 2.24 
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Key Financial Results – Government-wide 

Activities (pages 1-3)



On an entity-wide basis, an increase in net 

assets from one year to the next is good.  The 

total net assets of $1.2 billion was an increase of 

about 7% from the previous year.  $973 million 

of the total are investments in capital assets.



Expenses of all our activities – governmental 

and business-type were $391,321,722.
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Key Financial Results – Government-wide 

Activities (pages 1-3)



Total cost of governmental activities was $268.3 

million; paid for with fees, charges, and grants of 

$123.2 million and $218.7 million of general 

revenues - primarily taxes

Governmental Revenues (in millions)

$123.2

$218.7

Fees, charges, and

grants

General revenues

and transfers
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

Business-type activities are: 



Water and sewer enterprise



Convention center complex



Parking



Mass Transit



Stormwater

Key Financial Results – Government-wide 

Activities (pages 1-3)
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Key Financial Results – Government-wide 

Activities (pages 1-3)



Business-type activities cost $122.9 million; this 

cost was paid for with charges for services, grants 

and other contributions, and interest of $143.4 

million

 $7.1  

 $27.1  

 $109.2   

Charges for

Services

Grants

Interest
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Other Significant –

Government-wide Activities

Impacts on FY05:



Annexations added $72.4 million in capital 

additions, including a significant transfer of 

streets ($36.4 million) from NCDOT



New Debt issues and bond refunding - $294.9 

million
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Key Financial Results – General Fund 

Compared to 2004



Property tax revenue:  +6.3%

(From $113.6 million to $120.8 

million) (Note – 1 cent increase for 

FY05)                     



Sales tax: + 7.3%

(From $52.2 million to $55.9 

million)
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Key Financial Results – General Fund



Total revenue budget variance was 

positive $8.1 million   



Total expenditure budget variance was 

positive $26.0 million



Fund balance above benchmark of 14% at 

14.13% (Adjusted to 16.8% after resolving 

cash deficits)
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General Fund Balance - % of 

Succeeding Year Budget

16.7

16.4

14.1

16.2

14.1

16.8 *

14.1

13.4

17.4

20.8

14.1
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5.0
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15.0

20.0

25.0
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*adjusted for resolution of cash deficits
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Key Financial Results – Utility 

Fund



Operating results improved significantly during 

2005 



Net operating income - $10.2 million



Operating revenues increased $10.9 million 



Expenses (excluding depreciation) increased 

$0.7 million primarily for plant maintenance 

and operating costs.



Coverage ratios on bonded debt increased; ratio 

on total debt service coverage (2.24) was above 

requirement of 1.0



Due to increasing size of overall budget, 

undesignated fund balance decreased slightly
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Debt Information



GO per capita debt level remains low:  $488



Most debt is fixed at rates somewhat less than 

5%



Short pay out period on GO debt:  $125.2 

million of $166.9 million paid off over next 10 

years (75.0%)



Reliance on revenue bonds for utility debt and 

certificates of participation for downtown 

investments 



Six-year interest rate swap executed in June 

2002; Realized $709,696 in revenue during 

FY05 – has now accumulated to $3.0 million in 

cash payments to City that would not have 

otherwise been received



AAA maintained with rating agencies
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Debt Information (cont.)



August 2004 sale:  $23.5 million to finance the 

Fayetteville St. Mall renovation project, the 

Progress Energy Parking Deck and cable tv 

equipment upgrades



September 2004 sale:  $10.1 million in variable 

rate debt – One Exchange Plaza



January 2005 sale:  $28.5 million to finance 

the underground parking garage; $188.4 –

second phase of convention center 



May 2005 sale:  $41.9 million water and sewer 

refunding bonds; resulted in gross savings of 

$2.1 million
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Debt Information (cont.)

Subsequent and Future Debt:



August 2005 sale:  $61.2 million in general obligation 

bonds



October 2005 sale:  $34.9 million in certificates of 

participation (equipment, parks and recreation, and 

utility operations center)



October 2005:  bond referendum passed for $60 million 

in street improvement bonds and $20 million in 

affordable housing bonds



Spring 2006:  additional water and sewer revenue 

bonds to finance system improvements 
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Other Financial Points



Risk Management Fund reported $13.9 million 

deficit net asset balance due to continuing 

adverse experience on prior years open claims

• Not an operating deficit, but is caused by booking 

actuarial reserves for unknown bad experience on 

current plus incurred but not reported claims

• Operational changes underway, particularly with 

third party administration being contracted to League 

of Municipalities

• Administration is reviewing other options to address 

the overall deficit condition, including increased 

funding levels  
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Other Financial Points (cont.)



Single audit – no findings



Financial statement finding related 

to net asset deficit in risk 

management internal service fund 
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Auditor Management Letter



No material internal control deficiencies



Only one operational comment



Cash management processes – comment on cash 

deficits in certain funds:



$8.4 million cash deficits in grant funds and equipment 

financing fund



Grant reimbursement draw downs need to be more timely; 

also impact of timing of equipment COP’s issue noted in FY05



Response:  Grant reimbursement procedures are being 

reviewed, draw downs are now current and will be completed 

timely.



Cash deficits of $7.7 million have been replenished, effectively

adjusting fund balance benchmark to 16.8%
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

Auditors notification on planning and 

preparing for a new accounting standard 

on other post employment benefits and 

revisions to the statistical section, effective 

FY06 and beyond



General agreement on such comments

Auditor Management Letter (cont.)
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Summary Comments



City is in excellent financial position – AAA maintained



General Fund fund balance was maintained at traditional historic level

o Close management of expenses and conservative management

o Improving economy



Reserves throughout funds have been replenished by FEMA 

reimbursements and by the August 2004 financing and provide good

strength and flexibility in managing future activities



Risk management area one area needing immediate fiscal attention



Other areas to note:

o Public Utilities – improved financial position also, but still a challenging amount 

of investment in next five – 10 years that will require rates to cover new debt 

costs

o Sales tax, while improving, will continue to be impacted by new state laws, 

growing internet sales, and national trends toward excluding revenues of 

telecommunication enterprises

o Debt model can accommodate moderate amount of new debt, but significant 

debt additions will require new resources be provided

Summary Comments
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

The Sarbanes-Oxley Act was signed into law in 2002 in response to 

widespread corporate malfeasance in their financial affairs



Accounting profession was drawn into many of the problems by being 

viewed as complicit with disclosures and financial reporting practices and 

by having non-arms length relationships on some audit engagements



Act created various reforms:



New oversight board for public companies



Restrictions on audit services that an audit firm can provide



Heightened level of corporate governance



Expanded corporate disclosures



Mandatory disclosure of conflicts of potential conflicts of interest



Tough new penalties



Most new provisions only applicable to public companies and their auditors



State and local governments are impacted from general climate of higher 

expectations and public scrutiny

A Look at Sarbanes-Oxley and the City of Raleigh



[image: image27.emf]December 6, 2005



City of Raleigh fiscal 

environment has always had 

the integrity that is consistent 

with the objectives of 

Sarbanes-Oxley



To illustrate this, we show in 

the first page of the CAFR 

those characteristics that 

reflect this:

A Look at Sarbanes-Oxley and the City of Raleigh (cont.)
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Recommended Council Action



Acceptance of Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report



Acceptance of Auditor’s Management 

Letter and Administration's Plan of 

Implementation


Ms. Taliaferro touched on the general fund balance, called on Council and staff to keep on top of that so we do not have problems of a decreasing fund balance.  She commended the Finance personnel on the interest rate swap executed in June of 2002.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned the January 2005 sale of $28.5 million to finance the underground parking garage with Mr. James explaining it was the intent to pay for the underground parking garage but the monies could be used for any downtown projects.

Mayor Meeker asked about the risk management fund which reported a $13.9 million deficit asset balance and questioned what time period is covered.  Mr. James pointed out it is a mixture of dates and explained work the City is doing trying to work down the claims.  He talked about the nature of the workforce and the fact that the Council has authorized contracting with the League of Municipalities to work on this issue.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out one of the options is to issue debt to cover this deficit with Mr. James pointing out we are trying to work operationally to work down some of the old outstanding claims.  We have been successful on many and a lot of work is going into that issue.  He stated another option would be increase the amount the general fund puts into this category or some fund balances into this line item.  Ms. Taliaferro stated if possible she does not want to see the City issue debt when there are other options available.  Brief discussion took place relative to the statement about post employment benefits and how that issue will be addressed with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out we need to have a plan as she does not want to see our credit rating hurt.  City Manager Allen pointed out he will bring recommendations the first part of the year.
Ms. Taliaferro referred to Page 27 of the report where it indicates “the City does not have a formal investment policy that limits investment maturities as a means of managing its exposure to fair value losses arising from increasing interest rates,” The City places no limit on the amount that may be invested with one issuer.  She questioned if it would be useful to come up with some formal investment policy as it concerns her that we have no policy to guide staff.  She stated she has full confidence in the present staff and knows that there needs to be flexibility but questioned the need for guidelines.  Mr. James pointed out the City does have internal policies.  They have not been approved by the City Council.  He stated we have policies in various areas and he would be more than glad to bring those forward for Council reviews.  Mayor Meeker stated he feels it would be good for the staff to bring those forward for Council consideration.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation for the strong, positive report and pointed out the report also casts favorable light on our predecessors.  He stated he knew Ms. Kekas would like an opportunity to make comments.  Brief discussion took place as to how to proceed.  By consensus, Council agreed to accept the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the auditor’s management letter and direct implementation of the recommendations by administration to the extent possible and to place the item on the January 3, 2006 agenda to receive any comments from Ms. Kekas.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD
GREENWAY – WALNUT CREEK NAMING OF SECTION – DENIED

The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) received an application signed by Bill Flournoy, of the Triangle Greenways Council, requesting consideration to name the section of Walnut Creek Greenway between Hammond Road and Sunnybrook Road the “Brimley Brothers Trail on Walnut Creek.” The PRGAB recommended the “Policy for the Naming of Parks and Recreation Facilities in the City of Raleigh” (Resolution 1988-122, Amended Resolution 1997-576) be revised to state the greenways are to be named only based upon geographic or ecological features indigenous to the greenway.  On October 4, 2005 City Council approved Resolution No. (2005) 681 - “A Resolution Setting Out the City of Raleigh Policy Regarding the Naming of City Facilities which Incorporates Resolution No. (1998) 122, Resolution No. (1991) 301, and Resolution No. (1997) 576.”  On November 17, 2005 the PRGAB unanimously voted to recommend to City Council that the naming request be denied based on Council’s recent amendment for naming Greenways.

Mayor Meeker moved upholding the recommendation of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
PARKS – NEW MASTER PLAN PROCESS – NO ACTION TAKEN

In December 2003 Raleigh City Council adopted a new master plan process, Resolution (2003)-735 “A Resolution to Revise the Process for Approval of Master Plans for Park Related Projects” (Revised January 6, 2004), which replaced the previous guidelines that had not been amended since 1988.  For the first time since adoption, the new process is being used in developing master plans for Horseshoe Farm Park and Forest Ridge Park by two master plan committees endorsed by City Council.

Sensitivity to the fact that the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) will be making recommendations to City Council based on this new process is warranted.  The PRGAB feels assessment of the procedures for both the Horseshoe Farms Park and the Forest Ridge Park master plans in a subcommittee is vital following presentation of these master plans to the PRGAB.

Recommendation:  Allow a committee of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board to assess both the Horseshoe Farms Park and the Forest Ridge Park Master Plans procedures after each Master Plan Committee make their presentations to the Advisory Board.
Mayor Meeker stated he feels that action should be held until after the first two master plans have been completed.  Mr. Crowder concurred pointing out this suggested action is premature.  He feels we should let the two master plans go through the process and then the matter could be reviewed by the full City Council.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she has the Council liaison to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and she agrees that the request is premature.  She stated the Council did talk about how we would review this after it had gone through the process.  She stated the master plan is the first step and she feels it would be premature to take this action until the master plans are adopted.  She suggested holding this item and letting it come back at the conclusion or the adoption of the master plan.  Questions were raised by David Deans about whether the SIP should have been included.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out what is being done follows the City Council directive not the Staff acting inappropriately.  Mr. Deans talked about the lack of an SIP being done at Horseshoe Farm.  He talked about the questions that have arisen as to whether it should be a natural park area or a community park.  He stated the public input didn’t apply when it became a community park.  He told of the work that had been done thus far, the amount of people involved and a group coming in and questioning the process being used.  Mr. Crowder talked about the need to follow the process and talked about citizens’ ability to advise the Council when the processes are not followed.  By consensus, it was agreed to hold this item and bring it back at the appropriate time.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION
SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – REQUEST TO HOST CONFERENCE – APPROVED

The Commission requests approval to host a half-day conference in February 2006 focusing on ways to aid businesses in combating substance abuse in the workplace.  A report will be provided to City Council at the conclusion of the conference on existing and proposed initiatives.  Funds are available in the current budget.
City Manager Allen stated he thinks it is a reasonable request, it is a part of their approved workplan.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

DHIC LOAN – JEFFRIES RIDGE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of extending the original land lease term and loan maturity date between the City of Raleigh and Capital City Low Income Housing Limited Partnership (managed by DHIC) for property known as Jeffries Ridge so that the City loan, Wachovia loan and North Carolina Housing Finance loan are co-terminus (March 1, 2020) and land lease continues at $1 per year.

The Committee further recommends reducing the interest rate on the loan to 2%, the current rate on the City’s joint venture rental loans, with the City receiving 80% of cash flow and DHIC receiving 20% of cash flow with cash flow percentages adjusted based on principal balance of the loan.

The loan is being restructured so that DHIC can borrow an additional $500,000 to $600,000 from the N.C. Housing Finance Agency for repairs and renovations.
On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ASSEMBLY – ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS MADE

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends the appointment of John Gilbert Reaves, Jr., John Schlichenmaier and Keith Sutton to a three-year term on the Southeast Raleigh Assembly commencing January, 2006.
On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

SEABOARD GROCERY LOAN – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of a loan to Atlantic Coast Markets, tenant, and Gregory & Parker, property owner, of $300,000 with a first lien on the equipment and a second lien on the property at a rate of 5%, interest only for two years, amortized over 10 years and a balloon payoff in 5 years.  The tenant will provide a downtown grocery store on the Seaboard Station development project.

On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Crowder indicated he understood the group has agreed to a second location within a certain time period in the downtown area.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if this is a loan to the property owner or the tenant.  City Attorney McCormick indicated there will be a lien on the equipment and the Committee discussed a personal loan.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she thought the loan would be made to the property owner with some security from the tenant.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 935 TF 34.

PARKS – SUNNYBROOK ROAD – PURCHASE AUTHORIZED; ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE MAPS IN THE FUTURE
Mr. West reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends granting authority to staff to purchase 19.29 acres and all buildings located at 141 Sunnybrook Road (Tax ID #0037226) as a future neighborhood park site for $1,610,000 in cash subject to a Phase I environmental study being done and with the following conditions:

1) $10,000 to be applied to the purchase price or refunded to the City if the property is determined to be unsatisfactory during the feasibility period.

2) Feasibility period – 60 days to obtain a Phase One Environmental Site Assessment and to review the overall feasibility of the property.  The feasibility period will begin on the date that the contract is signed by all parties.

3) Closing – 30 days following the expiration of the feasibility period.

4) A contract of purchase of sale is to be executed by the City and Seller within 10 days following acceptance of an offer by the Raleigh City Council and subsequent written notification to the City by means of fax or email.
On behalf of the Committee, Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Ms. Taliaferro requested in the future that the Council get maps showing the location of properties being bought or sold.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
NEUSE RIVER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT –REUSE WATER TANK SITE ON SUNNYBROOK ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER INSTALLMENT PURCHASE AUTHORIZED

Mr. West reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends authorizing staff to purchase 1.59 acres located at 618 Sunnybrook Road (Tax ID #30031969) for $125,000 for the construction of a reuse water tank subject to a satisfactory Phase I Environmental Study on the property and with the following turns:  1) One-half of purchase price at closing and the balance due 1-year later plus 5%; 2) $5,000 to be applied to the purchase price or refunded to the City if the property is determined to be unsatisfactory during the feasibility period; 3) the City will have 60 days to obtain a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and review the overall feasibility of the property.  The feasibility period will begin on the date that the contract is signed by all parties; 4) closing – maximum of 30 days following the expiration of the feasibility period; 5) a contract for the purchase and sell of property is executed by the City and the Seller within 10 days following approval by the City Council.  In order to proceed with this transaction the City Council should authorize a public hearing for January 3, 2006 to consider the installment purchase.  On behalf on the committee Mr. West moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all member voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

ANNEXATION – HONEYSUCKLE ROAD AREA – RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Mr. Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends proceeding with the City-initiated annexation of the southern portion of the area referenced as Old Wake Forest Road annexation area (south portion).  The Committee further recommends adding this area to the 2006 City-Initiated Annexation Program which Council earlier referred to the January 17, 2006 agenda for formal Resolution of Intent, and proceeding with the annexation as quickly as possible.

Mr. Crowder explained the history of this issue and action taken by the City Council previously.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.

Ms. Taliaferro talked about the history of this case and the action that has been taken.  She stated she has been talking with representatives of the community and there was some question about a possible easement to serve the property.  She understands the City requires a 20-foot easement and the available easement is 19.10 inches.  She requested that the item go back to the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  Without objection the item was referred back to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

REZONING Z-52-05 – TRYON ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commissions’ recommendation for approval of rezoning Z-52-05 – Tryon Road as outlined in CR 10895 with amended conditions dated November 29, 2005.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 938 ZC 579.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC – NEUSE CROSSING SPEED LIMIT - APPROVAL; REQUEST FOR 4-WAY STOP SIGNS – DENIED
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends establishing a 25 mph speed zone on Neuse Crossing Drive from a point approximately 546 feet north of Suncrest Village Lane to a point 135 feet south of Suncrest Village Lane.  The Committee further recommends denial of the request for four-way stop signs.  On behalf of the committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 936.

WATER CONSERVATION – STAGE 3 – CONSERVATION CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR PROFESSIONAL VEHICLE WASH – APPROVED; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of a conservation certification program for the professional vehicle wash industry as included in the agenda packet.  The Committee further recommends that the item be held in committee for further discussion. On behalf of the committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.

Attorney Kieran Shanahan pointed out the version the Council received of the conservation certification program had a mistake in it.  He presented Council members with Version 5.0 dated 11/30.  He pointed out the changes under conveyor facilities were “in bay automatic” was replaced with “conveyor vehicle wash.”  Ms. Taliaferro amended her motion to approve Version 5.0 dated 11/30 which the amendment was accepted by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Kekas absent).

TC-15-05 – STORMWATER RUNOFF DETENTION DURING CONSTRUCTION – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of TC-15-05 as amended by the Committee.  Council members received a copy of the amended proposal in their agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven.  Mr. Crowder stated he could not vote for the proposal pointing out his concern is with the smaller lots.  We do have a number of streams with a fragile eco systems and he feels the ordinance as amended does not address the situation.  Mr. Stephenson talked about discussions which took place in Planning Commission and in Committee.  There were only a few cases that this would not cover.  The discussion which took place in committee was explained and the motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  See Ordinance 940 TC 277.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE – SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee would meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.

BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Budget & Economic Development Committee would continue to meet on the same schedule that is, at 11:00 a.m. on the second and fourth Tuesdays.

WATER CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – CO-CHAIRS ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the Water Conservation Task Force has a meeting schedule for 12/14/05 at 4:00 p.m.  The former Chair David Knight will no longer serve as Chair.  Vic D’amato and Richard Koon have agreed to serve as co-chairs.  Without objection it was agreed to follow the Mayor’s suggestion.

IMPACT FEES – STATUS OF STUDY – REQUESTED
Mayor Meeker questioned the status of the impact fee study.  City Manager Allen stated he would be glad to provide a status report at or before the next meeting.  Without objection, it was agreed to follow that course of action.

SENIOR CENTER – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker indicated he had stated one of his priorities this term is development of a senior center.  He suggested that an item be referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee to look at funding to do a feasibility study or determine if or how to proceed on this proposal.  Without objection the item was referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.
PLANS REVIEW – PLAN TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out one of the issues he talked about as being a priority in this term is to look at ways to have a more efficient and timely plan review process.  He questioned the best way to get that idea rolling.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff does have a process in review and he could give an update to Council and the Council could use that update as a base for direction.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council be provided an update in January.  Mr. Crowder pointed out there is a group looking at the issue, they have a website, have held roundtable discussions, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out he was aware of that but the process staff is currently working on is more current but they can utilize the information Mr. Crowder is talking about.  Mayor Meeker stated the Council would look forward to receiving a report early next year and could have further discussions.

MAYOR’S PRIORITY – HILLSBOROUGH STREET, ST. AUGUSTINE/SHAW STADIUM AND FALLS OF NEUSE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out another of the priorities he listed for this Council is the Hillsborough Street improvements.  He stated the Hillsborough Partnership will be holding a meeting and former Planning Director George Chapman has agreed to work with them.  He stated the Council will be getting a report back soon.
Mayor Meeker stated another priority is the establishment of an Environmental Advisory Board and that issue has been referred to the Public Works Committee.

Mayor Meeker stated another of his priorities was a stadium for St. Augustine and Shaw University.  He suggested that he and Mayor Pro Tem West work with the County and the schools and if there is anything to report or any action suggested they will come back to Council.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.

Mayor Meeker asked that administration provide the Council with a time line for the traffic light synchronization program as well as a time line and process for the Falls of Neuse River bridge improvements.  City Manager Allen pointed out a report will be provided.

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she has been working with a private developer, the City Manager and the Public Works Department on the possibility of getting a light installed at the intersection of Dunn and Falls of Neuse River.  She stated hopefully that could be done sooner than later.

COUNCIL MEETINGS – PARTICIPATION BY TELEPHONE – CITY CLERK TO PROVIDE INFORMATION

Mr. Isley suggested that the Council adopt a policy of not having members participate in Council or committee meetings by telephone conference calls.  He stated it is very difficult for everyone to hear and it is unfair to the public as they do not know who is on the other end of the line.  He feels it is a burdensome process and he does not feel it is a good way to conduct the people’s business.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Clerk be asked to check to see if there is a better technology pointing out he does not want to set a hard and fast rule at this point as there may be times something is time sensitive and Council members are out-of-town.  Mayor Meeker suggested not taking any action on Mr. Isley’s suggestion until we see what type video conference techniques or technologies might be available.  Mr. West stated it is difficult to participate by telephone but pointed out he understands there is some better quality technology available.  The Clerk was asked to provide a report.

COUNCILMAN CROWDER – REMARKS RECEIVED; ADMINISTRATION TO LOOK AT PARKING PROBLEM IN CARALEIGH/FULLER HEIGHTS AREA; FLOODING PROBLEMS AT KENT AND METHOD – BETTER ENFORCEMENT OF SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE
Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Councilors Kekas and Stephenson who participated in a tour of District D.  He stated he thought it was a very informative trip and a very good exercise.  He stated this is something he implemented when he came on board, that is, to try to get Council members to tour his district.  He expressed appreciation to Mr. Stephenson, Ms. Kekas and the City Manager for attending.

Mr. Crowder asked if Administration would look at a parking problem in the Caraleigh/Fuller Heights area.  He stated as he understands there is some industrial parking in the neighborhood and the CAC voted 20-0 to ask the City to prohibit the industrial parking in their area.

Mr. Crowder asked Administration to look at a flooding problem at the intersection of Kent and Method Roads.  He stated while we have not had any big rains or storms there is still some water ponding problems at that intersection.
Mr. Crowder asked that all Council members be provided a copy of the PowerPoint presentation made at a recent meeting relative to the underground parking deck.

Mr. Crowder talked about the outstanding job being done by a couple of officers in District D pointing out they are doing a crackdown on noise problems and are concentrating on that.  He stated may be this is something we would want to look at as it relates to enforcement of our solid waste ordinance pointing out it is a big issue in District D.  The comments were received.
NEIGHBORHOOD QUALITY TEAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West pointed out he recently attended the First Neighborhood Quality Team meeting and he feels some very positive steps were made.  The meeting went well and stated it is just the beginning of a new process and he appreciates the presence of management in senior management staff members.  He pointed out the group talked about a decline of small businesses in the area.  He talked about equality business development and held a meeting that had some 150 small business representatives recently at the Vital Link School.  He stated he would get a list to the manager and talked about the work of the group.  The comments were received.
TENNIS MATCH – FROST BITE DOUBLES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to the Parks and Recreation Department and the Millbrook Tennis Center which recently sponsored the Frost Bite Doubles.  She stated it was a great week-end and enjoyed by all.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – ENTERPRISE FUND – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Taliaferro stated she would appreciate some type executive summary explaining how the Public Utilities enterprise fund works.  She pointed out she would like to see some information relative to what is projected over the next few years and explained she is very concerned as we talk about water conservation and the impact on the Public Utilities enterprise fund.  She stated as she understands the way our system is setup the less water one uses the more money they have to pay for it.  She talked about possible economic incentives to get people to conserve but it seems our rate structure is set up to be counter productive to water conservation.  She stated she just needs a better understanding of how the enterprise works.  She would like to see some history of what happened when we switched from general fund subsidy to a public utilities enterprise system.  She stated she is particularly concerned about residents on a fixed income.  As utility rates increase, it is a big jump for them and she just needs to better understand how our system works.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the Water Conservation Task Force is planning to address the issues of incentives, etc., with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out that is one of the reasons she needs to understand how it works.  Brief discussion took place on exactly what Ms. Taliaferro is asking for after which it was agreed that she would sit down with the manager so that he could better understand her questions in order to formula some type of executive summary and whatever information she receives would be made available to all Council.
RECYCLING PROGRAM – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Ms. Taliaferro asked for a status report on the recycling curbside pilot program.  She would like an update as to how it is working and if there is the thought of it expanding to other areas.

BRIER CREEK ASSOCIATES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Council members received a letter from Kennedy Covington relative to an agreement between the City of Raleigh and Wake County as it relates to Brier Creek Associates.  She asked about the issues.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he had received a letter and a meeting has been scheduled and he would provide information to Council.

FEES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he is very concerned about possible fee increases and looks forward to a discussion.
INTERLOCAL TAX – POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR CHANGING LEGISLATION – TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 3 AGENDA

Mr. Craven stated at the next meeting he would like for the City Council to consider the possibility of seeking legislative change which would allow up to 50% of the interlocal money collected in the area to be used for street and school construction.  He stated having better schools and streets would be a benefit to the tourist industry.  It was agreed to place the item on the next agenda as a special item for further discussion.

Mayor Meeker pointed out this would require enabling legislation with Mr. Crowder pointing out when this legislation was first passed, it was with the support of the hotel/motel, food industry and he feels they should be invited to participated in any discussion.

After brief discussion on Mr. Craven’s request, the City Clerk was asked to provide minutes of the meetings of when this issue was first discussed and the tax was put in place.

Mr. West stated it was very important that all Council members understand the total process and the enabling legislation.  He stated the Council needs to have all of the background information before discussing this issue further.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Mr. Craven had identified two very serious issues in our area, funding for our transportation needs and the desperate crisis our school system is in financially.  She stated the City Council does play a roll in how many people the City can accommodate and she feels it is good to start thinking outside the box to look at quality education for our children.

APPOINTMENTS
APPOINTMENT – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the following results of the ballot vote:

Arts Commission – One Vacancy – Karen G. Ridout – 5 (Isley, Craven, West, Meeker, Taliaferro);

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – Two Vacancies – Mary Alice Farrell – 6 (Isley, Stephenson, Craven, West, Meeker, Taliaferro); Gerald Wright – 4 (Isley, Stephenson, West, Taliaferro); Sharon Hazouri – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, Meeker)

Planning Commission – One Vacancy – Mayor Meeker nominated Mathew Brown

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Bob Mulder – 6 (Isley, Crowder, Stephenson, Craven, Meeker, Taliaferro)

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Two Vacancies – No nominees.

The Mayor announced the appointment of Karen Ridout to the Arts Commission, the reappointment of Mary Alice Farrell to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board leaving one vacancy, and Bob Mulder to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  The other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

HISTORIC LANDMARK PROPERTIES – PROPOSALS – CITY ATTORNEY AUTHORIZED TO DRAFT TEXT CHANGES
City Attorney McCormick pointed out several meetings ago a citizen presented several proposed text change relative to historic landmark properties.  The first one involved a request that in future all site plans and subdivisions for landmark properties go to City Council.  He stated he understands we have about 190 certificate, of appropriateness applications in the last ten years and almost none of them involved a site plan, therefore he does not feel there is merit in that proposal.  He stated subdivisions of historic landmark properties may be a good idea.

The second recommendation related to applications for Certificates of Appropriateness being consistent with current and proposed zoning districts.  He stated he does not see any need to pursue this particular proposal as the certificate of Appropriateness deals with the exterior of a building only.  The third proposal would prohibit the Historic Districts Commission from receiving more than one application on the same property at the same time.  He stated that proposal seems to have merit.  He stated he thought it could be addressed by changing the bylaws but if the Council wanted to make sure, it could be a text change.
Mayor Meeker moved that the City Attorney be authorized to draft text changes to go to public hearing which would require the subdivision of landmark properties be presented to the City Council and a text change that would prohibit the Historic Districts Commission from receiving more than one application for a certificate of appropriateness on the same property at the same time.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Kekas absent).

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The minutes of the November 15, 2005 Council Meeting and joint hearing with the Planning Commission, and the November 29, 2005 Special City Council were presented.

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A proposed resolution adjusting, rebating, or refunding penalties, exemptions, and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes was included in the agenda packet.  Adoption is recommended.  

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution  742.
CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS-143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of discussing the location or relocation of a business and the incentives necessary to accomplish it, if any, and pursuant to NCGS-318.11(a)(2) to prevent the premature disclosure of an award or honor.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The Council went into closed session at 4:00 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 5:00 p.m. with the Mayor announcing that the Council advise the staff on two issues and there is nothing to report to the public at this time.

RECESS

Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 5:01 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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 The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 2005 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina.  All Council members were present except Ms. Kekas who was absent and excused.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

EASEMENT – TOWN OF KNIGHTDALE REQUEST FOR CREDIT – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Attorney Clyde Holt, III representing the Town of Knightdale indicated in the afternoon section of the meeting, the City Council approved a sanitary sewer and temporary construction easements on City of Raleigh properties located at 0 Old Milburnie Road.  Attorney Holt indicated the line is being designed and installed to the City of Raleigh’s standards and will serve the Knightdale and the City of Raleigh’s system.  He pointed out Raleigh Staff has recommended that the Town of Knightdale purchase the easement for $45,000.  He stated the Town of Knightdale has no objection and will pay that amount even though they think Raleigh is very proud of its easement.  He pointed out Raleigh and Knightdale are in merger discussions and hopefully that will be completed in April of 2006.  At that point all of Knightdale’s easements will become City of Raleigh’s easements.  He stated they will be happy to pay the $45,000 but are requesting that when the City of Raleigh takes over the Town of Knightdale system the Town of Knightdale be given credit for the easement purchase.  City Manager Allen pointed out generally the developer pays for the cost of the utility line installation and associated easements.  Attorney Holt pointed out this is a town project that will be paid for by town money.  The project is, however, being stimulated by a developer’s request.  City Manager Allen pointed out the easement goes across City of Raleigh Park property.  The City will not be giving credit for any other easements we receive from the Town of Knightdale.  Mayor Meeker questioned if there will be benefit from the sewer line for the City of Raleigh.  City Manager Allen pointed out there will not and staff does not feel we should give credit for any easements as it relates to the merger.  The City feels there is value in the easement Knightdale is receiving and it is a utility use of park property.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to the Public Works Committee to look at the request.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – ALLEGHANY DRIVE – RESOLUTION AMENDING THE PROJECT ADOPTED

Peter VanGraafeiland pointed out Resolution 2005-662 authorized improvements to Alleghany Drive including curb and gutter on the south side of Alleghany Drive.  He stated once that project is completed his lot would be the only one that does not have curb and gutter.  He stated he would like for his lot to be included and he is willing to pay for the curb and gutter.  Mr. Isley moved amending the resolution to include the property at 3515 Alleghany Drive as requested by Mr. VanGraafeiland.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 743.

ADMINISTRATIVE FEES – 113 WALDROP STREET AND 904 COLEMAN STREET – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – NO ACTION TAKEN

Janet Howard, 1606 Poole Road, representing Ronald F. McCray who is requesting reimbursement for the $300 in fees charged at 904 Coleman Street and 113 Waldrop Street pointed out Mr. McCray did have some debris on the property and received the assessment before being given an opportunity to clean the property.  She stated these regulations are not citizen friendly.  She pointed out the properties are located near a convenience store that has alcoholic sales that has caused an accumulation of beer, liquor bottles and other debris.  Furniture has been dropped on the property during the night.  The way the City’s regulations are set out, there is no opportunity for a property owner to clear the land without being assessed the charge.  She stated as soon as they were told of the problem they moved the debris quickly.

Mr. Ellis pointed out there were two sites and the City had assessed a $100 administrative fee according to City Code.  He stated the Waldrop location has had two violations this year and the Coleman Street location has had one each in 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005.

Mr. Stephenson indicated he lives on a street near several entertainment or food establishments and people drop fastfood wrappers, papers, etc., on his property all the time.  He questioned if the debris is at these locations was the type generated by passer-bys.  Mr. Ellis indicated the debris consisted of a refrigerator, sofa, and other type nuisances.  No action was taken.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – BUFFALOE ROAD – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY
Nassef Gawargy, 3933 Buffaloe Road, stated since the improvements have been made on Buffaloe Road the value of his house has diminished.  Prior to the street improvements the City came out to acquire right-of-way.  He thought the amount the City was paying him for the right-of-way included all charges.  He did not know he would get a bill for the improvements after the work was done.  He stated the value of the houses in that area prior to the improvements were some $156,000 his house is now valued at $139,000.  He feels the people on the street were hurt by the improvements.  He stated he had looked at real estate value in the area and the banks have told him in the surrounding area the price of housing has gone up but Buffaloe Road has remained the same or gone down.  He received two bills, one for a little over $2,000 and one for about $500.  He stated he does not understand why he has to pay the assessment when it actually diminished the value of his home.  He stated had he known he was going to have to pay the City he would not have settled for the amount he did.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the item be referred to the City Attorney’s Office to see if something happened or any promises or discussions took place during the real estate settlement and to look into Mr. Gawargy’s request.

HOLIDAY DISPLAY – MOORE SQUARE – APPROVED – SUBJECT TO CITY ATTORNEY AND PARKS DEPARTMENT’S APPROVAL

Steve Noble, 1425 Sandusky Lane, presented the following prepared statement.
First of all, thank you for the opportunity to come before you to respectfully request what has unfortunately become a rather controversial issue:  A public display which includes Merry Christmas and a nativity scene.
But before I make that request, as a matter of understanding the deep history of Christmas in American culture, I’d like to read a brief excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s national wartime address on December 24, 1944:

“Here at home, we will celebrate this Christmas Day in our traditional American way – because of its deep spiritual meaning to us; because the teachings of Christ are fundamental to our lives; and because we want our youngest generation to grow up knowing the significance of this tradition and the story of the coming of the immortal Prince of Peace and Good Will.”

As a Christian, I celebrate the birth of my Lord & Savior. . .and as an American, I celebrate the fact that our country was primarily founded on the teachings of my Savior’s Father.  One cannot understand the true meaning of America without first understanding the Judeo/Christian principles upon which it was built.  Joy, Peace, Kindness and Goodwill are just as important to this nation today as they were 135 years ago when Christmas became a Federal Holiday under the leadership of Congress and President Grant.
And it is with this thought in mind that I make the following request:  Called2Action, as a private organization, is seeking permission to put up a holiday display in Moore Square which will include Merry Christmas with a nativity scene, Happy Hanukkah with a Menorah, as well as several other secular items. . .all of which make it immune to so-called “separation of church & state” challenges.  We have come up with a rough draft of what it will look like. . .  He showed a rendering.
I also have several legal briefs with supporting case law that you will find helpful in coming to a complete understanding of the often misunderstood Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.

Our privately sponsored display is designed to go beyond what is required of us constitutionally to include what would be required of the City of Raleigh itself, were it to put up the exact same display.
I am asking this body to grant us permission this very evening to erect the proposed display in Moore Square no later than Monday, December 12.  We are confident that the overwhelming majority of Raleigh residents will be happy to see this display downtown. . . and we hope that you will join them in this opinion!

Mayor Meeker stated he would like to approve this request and refer the issue to the City Attorney and Parks Department to check it out and make sure everything is okay in order for Mr. Noble to get the display up next week.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the Mayor’s suggestion.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
PROBATIONARY RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMIT – 2320 CALVERT DRIVE – APPEALED – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Carolyn C. Tyson, 5104 Duckdown Court, was at the meeting to appeal being required to obtain a probationary rental occupancy permit for rental property at 2320 Calvert Drive.  Ms. Tyson introduced the tenant of 2320 Calvert Drive.  Ms. Tyson stated she is not a slumb landloard and has kept this property up for years.  She lived at the house with her son when he went to Enloe High School and he could walk up the street to school.  She stated she had been very careful who she rented the property to.  In February 2005 she rented the property to a very nice Christian single lady who has two daughters that could walk up the street to Enloe High School.  She stated her tenant did put some trash on the street not realizing that the City would not pick it up.  The tenant is very apologetic about what happened and wants to stand by her as she makes the appeal to the City.  Ms. Tyson pointed out she was vacationing in Virginia when the notice of violation was received and she did not physically see the notice of violation until after she arrived back home and the abatement of the nuisance had already been completed by the City.  She stated she had never had a violation from the City of this sort in the many years she has rented the property.  She stated 96% of the time she has been in excellent standing with the Raleigh Housing Authority and has been classified as a star landlord for many years.  She told of conversations she had with the City after she received the violation and pointed out she had requested an appeal through the appropriate channels and has been denied.  She stated she thinks the law is quite harsh for first time offenders who have a history of maintaining their property with no infractions with the city.
Inspections Director Ellis indicated Ms. Tyson appealed to him and he denied the appeal.  The letter was mailed by first class as required by the law.  He explained how the PROP Ordinance works in cases such as this.  In response to questioning he pointed out there is no record of previous violations at this location.  The nuisance that had to be abated included a mattress, an old head board and similar objects.  Mr. Stephenson questioned the cost of the PROP with it being pointed out the first time it is $500.  Once you get into the program there is tracking and he explained how the program works in this situation.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, Mr. Ellis pointed out once someone is cited for a public nuisance, if it is not abated then the property goes into the PROP.  You have a $100 administrative fee when the notice is given plus the cost of abatement, plus $500 according to the PROP.  Mr. West stated he does not question that what has happened follows the letter of the law.  He stated however it concerns him as here we have an outstanding citizen who has always followed the law so there must be some problem with the way the law is written.  In response to questioning from Mr. Isley, Inspections Director Ellis pointed out we have five properties that are in the program and five or six that are on appeal.
Mr. Crowder pointed out when the PROP was adopted the Council went through extensive discussion.  They were looking at various options, one was licensing of rental property.  He stated real estate rental is a business and while you are on vacation you still must take care of your business.  Make sure there is someone available to tend to the business.  He stated he feels we would be on a slippery slope if we started granting these appeals.  He stated if there are no further infractions at this location then there is no problem.  He stated as he understands there are five appeals waiting and if one is granted he feels it will open the door.
Rochell Carter, 2320 Calvert Drive, pointed out she is the tenant.  She understands what has occurred but does not feel her landlord should be responsible for actions beyond her control.  Ms. Carter stated she was not aware of the rules and if someone had let her know or left a note on her door she would have taken care of it.  She does not feel her landlord should be responsible for something she did.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out the PROP has just been put in place and possibly we do not have all of the bugs worked out.  He suggested sending it to committee to look at the situation.  Mr. Isley stated there will be a year end report on the PROP going to Law and Public Safety Committee.  He stated however he is troubled by what he is hearing.  He stated he feels there has to be some restraints in place and we have got to have a way to address this type situation.  Mr. Crowder pointed out if we had gone with a licensing procedure we would have contact information available to the Inspections Department 24 hours a day.  He stated he agrees there may be some problems and he hopes we will revisit the issue and look at some type licensing or registration program.  Ms. Taliaferro stated she too is troubled by what she is hearing.  She stated when the ordinance was put in place many of the Council members were concerned about the unintended consequences and she feels this is a classic example of the unintended consequences.  She stated she thought the PROP was put into place to catch multi-offenders but here we have a first time offender, a star landlord and just because she was out of town when the notice of violation appeared she was caught in the cycle and placed into the PROP program.  She stated she does not feel it is working like she thought.  If we are going to be looking at this in the near future, may be we should look at Ms. Tyson’s case.  Mr. Isley pointed out if the item is referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee the action is stayed pending Council action on the PROP ordinance in general.  Without further discussion the item was referred to the Law & Public Safety Committee.
SP-80-04 - PLANTATION POINT – APPROVAL AMENDED

Mack Paul, Cypress Equities, was at the meeting requesting Council to amend Condition #23 of SP-80-04 – Plantation Point requiring the completion of Ruritania Street prior to issuance of any CO.  The amended condition would allow issuance of CO’s for buildings in Phase I which would encompass building A-E, L-Q, S and T, prior to the completion of Ruritania Street extension to Sumner Boulevard.  The square footage of buildings in Phase 1 equals 50% of the total square footage of the site plan.  Staff has reviewed this request and based on an amended traffic study he understands staff has no objections.  He stated they have been working with the City Attorney and  Staff and Staff had suggested that they do the phasing plan and that prompted this request.  City Manager Allen pointed out staff has reviewed the traffic in the area and staff is comfortable with the proposed 50% build out taking place without he Ruritania Street extension.  Mr. Isley moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.

Ms. Taliaferro stated she could not support the request mainly because of the amount of infrastructure we are talking about and the feeling that this does not follow the comprehensive plan.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Taliaferro and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-2 vote.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION CHANGES - 905 EAST LENOIR STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming charges for demolition of the unfit building as a lien against the property at 905 East Lenoir Street, Tax ID 0008844.  The property owner is Amos E. Jr., and Christina B. Link.  The cost of demolition was $3,500.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Keka absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Resolution 744.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below.

      LOCATION & 
COUNCIL DISTRICT
PROPERTY OWNER
TAX ID NO.
ABATEMENT

512 Bragg Street (C)
Gary Lomax
0030292
$195.00

329 Buck Jones Road (D)
Charles Franklin Box
0049295
$377.00

621 Church Street (C)
George Garcia & Walter 
0065150
$371.00


Altamirano Garcia

815 Coleman Street (C)
Stephanie D. Malloy
0035994
$401.00

2465 Derby Drive (C)
Peyton Properties LLC
0059324
$208.00

1205 South East Street (C)
Passage Homes Inc.
0076795
$227.00

2400 Evers Drive (C)
William H., Jr. & Elaine 
0026989
$260.00


Johnson
1300 Fayetteville Road (D)
Kimberly P. Bobbitt
0033447
$232.00

828 East Hargett Street (C)
Lillian D. Paige
0019470
$273.00

3909 Jackson Street (D)
Margaret L. Jerningan & 
0035516
$228.00


Terrence S. Jernigan
503 Jones Franklin Road (D)
Michael Riccardi
0001568
$239.00

3912 Lexington Drive (D)
Margaret L. Jernigan & 
0035517
$225.00


Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr.
5006 Liles Road (D)
Joseph Allen Bass II
0058275
$228.00

1305 Londonderry Circle (C)
Iris T. Merritt
0023705
$842.00

2807 Maidenhair Drive (C)
Vivecia D. Fowler
0292857
$207.00

5881 North Hills Drive (A)
Steve Andrew Karras
0084667
$325.00

5001 Old Poole Road (C)
Ammons East Corporation
0318951
$207.00

2201 Poole Road (C)
Darnell Baker
0063167
$340.00

2502 Rockwood Drive (C)
Marco Antonio & Ana V. Perez
0040466
$258.00

3304 Six Forks Road (E)
Harry M. Hoggard, Jr.
0027561
$221.00

2355 Stevens Road (C)
Craig Hollis Robertson
0030618
$204.00

2709 Tryon Pines Drive (D)
Alvin A. & Maureen E. Meshell
0240090
$269.00

1219 Watauga Street (C)
Claude Reeves
0040801
$295.00

3933 Western Blvd. (D)
ELJ Holdings LP, 
0036616
$284.00


Elizabeth L. Jones Trustee
4307 Western Blvd. (D)
George E. Clark, Jr.
0013281
$226.00

Mayor Meeker pointed out 1205 South East Street, 2807 Maidenhair Drive, 3304 Six Forks Road and 4307 Western Boulevard should be withdrawn from the list.  Without objection those locations were withdrawn.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be  heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 745.
HISTORIC LANDMARK – TRINITY HOUSE, 3700 TRENTON ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting an ordinance designating Trinity House, 3700 Trenton Road a historic landmark.

The Mayor opened the hearing.
Kevin Allen, Preservation Program Manager, Wake County, pointed out this property is in the ETJ of the City of Raleigh.  The request was received from Capital Area Preservation on behalf of Wake County Historic Preservation Commission to consider the historic landmark designation for Trinity House, 3700 Trenton Road.  He presented a map showing the location pointing our Trinity House is the oldest brick building in Wake County.  It was constructed in the 1810-1820 time frame.  He presented photos of the house showing where additions were added pointing out some of the timber frames on the rear seem to be older than the house itself.  He stated it was an early Methodist meeting house and explained its place in the history of the area.  He explained there are four architectural sites that have been identified on the property and explained the process which has been followed.  He stated the Wake County Historical Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council designate the house as a Raleigh Historic landmark.

Dr. Jene Spooner, 2401 Trenton Road, spoke in support of the designation.  She explained its location, the importance and the historical value of the location and commended the property owner for coming forth with the request.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance designating the Trinity House, 3701 Trenton Road a historic landmark.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  See Ordinance 941.

STC-4-01 – DAWN PLACE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of Dawn Place.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  Harry Mitchell, Bass, Nixon and Kennedy, pointed out the right-of-way was recorded in 1965 but no improvements have been made.  He explained the development that is occurring and the need for the street closing.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  City Manager Allen pointed out if the Council wishes to proceed with the closing, it would be appropriate to retain water and utility easements.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing with retention of the necessary easements.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 746.
STC-12-05 – BISON COURT – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of Bison Court.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  A representative of the property owner pointed out development is occurring on the property following an administrative approved site plan.  This cul-de-sac, which has never been developed, will not be utilized; therefore the request for the closing.  No one else asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the closing as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 747.

ASSESSMENT ROLL 353A AND 897A – DURANT ROAD –HEARING TO CONSIDER CORRECTION – CORRECTING RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider correcting Sidewalk Assessment Roll 353A and Paving Assessment Roll 897A-Durant Road to reflect no assessment for properties having assessment map number 58 and 60 due to a fee-in-lieu of being paid for a portion of the property and an agreement that right-of-way was dedicated at no cost to the City and no assessments would be levied against the parcels.  The property is in the name of Wake County.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of the correcting resolutions.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 755 and 748.

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2005 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT
Plantation Point Shopping Center and intervening R-O-W
B

Habitat for Humanity/1508 Dowling Road
C

Crosswinds Industrial Park
C

5305 Kyle Drive/Valanejad Property
B

BellSouth Relocation/Reba Drive
B

Dutchman Creek, Phase 3
C

The Mayor opened and closed the hearing on each case.  No one asked to be heard and the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2005 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinances 942, 943, 944, 945, 946, 947 and Resolution 749.

ASSESSMENT ROLLS – VARIOUS – HEARING; SIDEWALK AR 358 VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND PAVING AR 901-COOKE STREET – CONFIRMING RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED; SEWER AR 1291 ADCOX PLACE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming cost for the following local improvements.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.

Sidewalk AR358-various locations according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-711 adopted on November 1, 2005 – no one asked to be heard.

Sewer AR-1291 – Adcox Place according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-712 adopted on November 1, 2005.  A representative of Progressive Missionary Church was at the meeting questioning the assessment against the Church.  Approximately 20 persons stood in support of the remarks.  It was explained in early November the Church received notification of the assessment.  Since 1995 the church has had full sewer service.  She stated some time back the City came and requested an easement in order to serve the adjacent property.  The church agreed to provide the easement at no compensation not knowing that an assessment would apply.  They now have 240 feet of sewer line across their property.  They know they cannot build within 10 feet of that easement and are getting no benefit from the sewer line as they already had sewer service.  They gave the easement to the City and they feel that the City should take that into consideration.

Engineer Dean Fox indicated he did not learn about his situation until today.  He stated they have no record about discussions with the Church as it relates to the assessment and pointed out the church is not allowed an exemption for duplicating services because of its location.  Mr. West questioned if the church was compensated for the easement with it being pointed out there is no record that they were.  Mr. West stated since there is some question he would like to refer this issue to the Public Works Committee pointing out the church doesn’t plan to expand and the sewer line would not help.  Mayor Meeker stated if the easement was given to the City without compensation and the line does not benefit the property, he doesn’t feel the church should be assessed, therefore he would suggest the Assessment Roll 1291 be referred to the Public Works Committee for investigation.  Without objection, the item was so referred.
Paving AR-901 – Cooke Street according to charges outlined in Resolution 2005-713 adopted on November 1, 2005.  No one asked to be heard.
Mr. Isley moved adoption of resolutions confirming Sidewalk AR-358 and Paving AR-901 as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  See Resolution 750 and 751.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE – MADISON PARK AT SOCIETY PLACE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange of sanitary sewer easement relating to Madison Park at Society Place according to information included in Resolution 2005-721 adopted on November 15, 2005.

The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 752.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – COSTCO WAREHOUSE FACILITY – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange of sewer easement relating to Costco Warehouse Facility on Six Forks road according to information included in Resolution 2005-720 adopted on November 15, 2005.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 753.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – PLANTATION POINT DEVELOPMENT – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution authorizing the sale of an easement located at Plantation Point Development according to information included in Resolution 2005-722 adopted on November 15, 2005.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Isley moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 754.
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE CAP – 8629 KINGS ARMS WAY – APPEAL – HEARING – SPECIAL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 14, 2005

This was a hearing to consider an appeal relating to City Code Section 10-5006(11)(b) to allow Alfred and Tina Yarur to exceed the 12% impervious cap on property located at 8629 Kings Arms Way.  It is understood the property has been re-engineered and the applicant has submitted plans to show a stormwater management system which will bring the site into an equivalent of approximately 8% impervious surface.  The appeal is pursuant to City Code Section 10-5010.

The Mayor opened the hearing.

Barry Corbett, Corbett Construction Company, Inc., general contractor on this job, stated due to an oversight, they constructed an addition to the house at 8629 Kings Arms Way which exceeded the 12 percent impervious surface limit.  He stated when the error was found they had the site re-engineered and the plans will have stormwater management systems installed which will bring the site into an equivalent of approximately 8% impervious surface limit which is better than the 12 percent required by Raleigh City Code Section 10-5006(11)(b).  He asked the Council to approve the solution so that the project can remain and continue.
Wendy Rainer, 8625 Kings Arms Way, pointed out she is the next door neighbor and she hopes the Council will do whatever is necessary to make sure that all of the residents in this subdivision comply with the same set of rules.  She presented a petition requesting Council to disallow the variance and read the petition as follows.
WHEREAS, the City of Raleigh has adopted rules and regulations for the protection of the Falls Lake Watershed; and,
WHEREAS, said rules and regulations are to maintain and assure the maintenance of acceptable drinking water quantity and quality for the citizens of Raleigh; and,

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizenry of the City that the City maintain and enforce said rules; and

WHEREAS, historically the City has enforced all rules and regulations within the Wetherburn Subdivision pertaining to development; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Raleigh mistakenly issued a building permit not in conformance with its own rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City did not immediately require the cessation of construction activity when notified of violations of the applicable rules and regulations intended to protect the Falls Lake Watershed; and,

WHEREAS, the granting of a variance will set precedent for the development within Falls Lake Watershed; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the undersigned request that the petition to grant a zoning variance to allow 8629 to be in violation of said rules and regulations be denied; and that the City issue an order requiring the immediate cessation of construction activity at 8629 Kings Arms Way and that the property be made to conform to current and existing rules and regulations.

She presented photographs of the property in question pointing out the photographs were approximately one month old.  She indicated the owners at 8629 Kings Arms Way seem to have a pattern of noncompliance regarding the neighborhood covenants.  She read from Article 12 of the covenants and pointed out that lots 2 thru 29 are included in the covenants.  She explained the covenants also indicate that any construction be submitted to the neighborhood board for approval and that has not occurred.  The covenants also indicate no trees exceeding six inches at 4 feet above ground level can be cut without prior written approval unless the tree is dead, deceased, decayed, etc.  She presented a photograph showing the wood cutting activities at 8629 Kings Arms Way.  She also presented a photograph explaining concern relative to the silt fencing and pointed out the fence was put up only after her request.  She also questioned the property line pointing out she feels possibly some of the trees were cut from her property.  She stated because of the removal of the trees they are now faced with environmental concerns.  She explained the property is in the county, north of Strickland Road.  The subdivision is approximately 20 years old and the houses have wells and septic tanks.  Most of the lots are one to two acres in size.  She stated there is no excuse for any professional not knowing that the property is in the watershed.  She called on the Council to deny the request.  
Tina Yarur, 8629 Kings Arms Way, pointed out her property was the second house sold in the subdivision.  She stated she has a copy of the original homeowners association restrictive covenants and they do not refer to tree cutting.  She stated they plan to re-landscape the area pointing out there will be more landscaping after they finish the project than previously existed.  She stated their intent was to add a master bedroom suite and explained the project.  She stated they hired a contractor and he applied for the appropriate permits and they were midway through the projects when they found out about the problems.  She stated they are willing to do whatever is necessary to do to make this right.  They have had the property reengineered and the plan will bring it down to equivalent of 8% impervious surface.  They thought they had followed all of the rules and regulations.  They got the proper permits and received permission from the city to continue to work while they were trying to sort out the problems.  They are more than willing to work with the City and pointed out they continued to work as they needed to put shingles on the addition and the existing house to protect it from the weather.

Stormwater Engineer Mark Senior explained what has been proposed and pointed out the plan would make the site meet the requirements but it would include an engineering solution but the house will still be in violation.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, Mr. Senior pointed out if an engineering solution is approved the property owner would be responsible for maintenance and it would be inspected on an annual basis.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Council cannot do anything to enforce restrictive covenants in a neighborhood.  That is up to the neighborhood.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated it is his understanding the City erroneously granted a permit for the construction to occur and there may be some liability on the City’s part.  If the City requires the applicant to tear down the addition which was improperly permitted, the applicant could bring action against the city.  Mr. Crowder stated whoever did the design or layout in his opinion has some liability also.

Discussion took place on the procedure that has to be followed when an appeal is made as there are certain time frames within which the decision on the appeal has to be made.  In response to questioning, Mr. Senior pointed out when the staff found that the permit had been issued in error the property owner was told they could continue the work at their own risk.
Lengthy dialogue followed as to possible solutions such as tearing out existing drive and replacing it with impervious surface, what options the property owner had explored, the fact that the property owner stated they were at a point of the house being exposed to the elements when the error was discovered they felt they had to continue to secure the house, the property owners willingness to take whatever steps are necessary to protect the environment, whether other driveways and other homes in the subdivision have impervious surfaces or what action has been taken to make sure the impervious surface limits are honored.
Gayle Gertsch, 8617 Kings Arms Way, pointed out she constructed a pool at her home in 1995 and had to comply with all of the regulations.  As a matter of fact before the pool could be constructed they had to survey their home three times.  She stated she knows the City is very concerned about complying with the regulations pointing out they had to put in a pervious surface driveway.  She expressed concern that the City is being so strict and if there is an exception for one she feels there should be an exception for others in the neighborhood.

Mary McKellar, 408 Tayloe Court, pointed out she lives in the neighborhood and their house was supposed to be larger than it is.  She stated however they could not close as they had to meet someone from the City on several occasions to do measurements, etc.  They were not allowed to place a deck off their bedroom.  They had to remove part of the driveway at a substantial cost and had she known you could request a variance, she would have done so as she wanted to make her house larger.  She stated about three years ago a city inspector called and wanted to come out and measure the deck to make sure they had not enlarged it.  She explained steps various property owners have had to go through to meet the requirements such as having a driveway made of several different type surfaces, etc.  

Fred Tyner, 8636 Kings Arms Way, stated he knows all of the people involved.  We need to be able to have a solution that is a win-win for all.  He called on the Council to look at a way to find a solution that would allow the Yarurs to finish their house and try to work out a solution that does not put anyone in a bind in the future and open the door for other exceptions.

How to proceed was discussed at length with various Council members offering their feelings on the fact that enough mistakes have been made, questions about whether there is a way to bring the building in compliance with the regulations, the fact that the requested variance is based on the engineering solution, what the city has done to protect the watershed, the fact that the applicant would like to continue the work while a decision is being reached, the time frame in which a decision must be made, liability of various parties, the fact that this was an unfortunate mistake, whether there is a win/win situation, whether the applicant would agree to an extension in order for the Council to act on the appeal, what the options are and how to proceed from this point.  Various suggestions and motions were made and discussion continued on the best way to proceed after which Mr. Crowder moved that the item be referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee and that the Council hold a special city council meeting following the Comprehensive Planning Committee discussion and recommendations so the full City Council could act on the committee’s recommendation to meet the time line for a decision on the appeal.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and stated he was officially calling for a special city council meeting at 8:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as it can be reached for Wednesday, December 14 to consider the Comprehensive Planning Committee’s recommendation on this item.
Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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