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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Monday, December 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the lobby of the Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts, 2 South East Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend David Horner, Providence Baptist Church.  Mayor Meeker stated North Carolina General Statue 160A-68 states that Council members elect will take their oath of office at the first meeting in December following certification of the results of the election.  The Wake County Board of Elections has certified that the following persons have been elected to the Raleigh City Council.  He asked each to stand as their name is called.

Mayor Charles Meeker

At-Large - Joyce Kekas

At-Large - Russ Stephenson
District A - Tommy Craven

District B - Jessie Taliaferro

District C – James P. West

District D - Thomas Crowder

District E – Phillip Randolph Isley
The Honorable Michael R. Morgan, Superior Court Judge, administered the Oath of Office collectively to the Mayor and City Council.  Larry Hutchinson, guitarist, presented musical renderings of Wistful, Friday and By Your Side which he composed.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to campaign workers, friends, families and welcomed special guess who were present to witness the inauguration.  He talked about the elections, the citizens and future of Raleigh.  
Mayor Meeker stated when he was elected Mayor the first time he had a 34 point agenda, the second time he had a 16 point agenda and today he will be presenting a 6 point agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated his agenda includes the establishment of an environmental board to look at energy conservation and other issues pointing out Raleigh needs to be a leader in this field.  The second point of his agenda relates to plan approvals, inspections, etc. pointing out those need to occur more quickly.  People need to be able to get their plans and projects through City Hall much quicker.  The third point relates to development impact fees, pointing out he feels they need to be adjusted.  Development should pay for itself in the City of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker stated his fourth point would be the establishment of a 20,000 square foot facility known as a senior center.  The fifth point relates to the need for a football stadium to be shared by Shaw University and St. Augustine College.  His sixth point relates to three priorities included in the transportation bond – synchronization of traffic lights, Falls of Neuse Bridge and road and the improvements to Hillsborough Street including roundabouts which he feels should be under construction by this time next year.  He briefly explained the six points outlined.
Mayor Meeker talked about the work of Mayor Pro Tem West, pointing out he will be asking him to serve again as Mayor Pro Tem.  He talked about Mr. West’s work for betterment of neighborhoods and community empowerment.
Andrew Leager led the audience in singing America the Beautiful.  Mayor Meeker recessed the meeting at 7:30 p.m. to be reconvened at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 2005 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building.  Refreshments were served to all.
Gail G. Smith
City Clerk
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