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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Wednesday, September 5, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Tommy Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

Joyce Kekas – absent and excused

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Mayor Pro Tem James P. West.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Councilmember Tommy Craven.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PUBLIC UTILITIES – AWARDS FOR NEUSE RIVER, LITTLE CREEK AND SMITH CREEK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker recognized T. J. Lynch, Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plants Division and Public Utilities Director Dale Crisp.  Public Utilities Director Crisp pointed out the City has been a member of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies for a number of years.  That group recognizes members which have 100% compliance as it relates to MPDS permits.  He stated he was recently notified that the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant had received this recognition for the 4th consecutive year.  The Smith Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant the City acquired in the merger with Wake Forest received its second designation.  The Little River and the Smith Creek Wastewater Treatment Plants have an outstanding history of compliance.  Mr. Crisp recognized John Gibson of the Smith Creek Plant, Tony Mencom and Winslow Davis of the Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant, Bryan Gayes, Bob Marroa and Mike Watkins of the Little Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant.
Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all the Public Utilities staff involved and commended them on a job well done.

PROCLAMATION – RALEIGH CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming September 5, 2007 as Raleigh Charter High School Day in the City of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker in presenting the proclamation talked about Raleigh Charter High School’s success in the science Olympics.  A representative of the School accepted the proclamation pointing out this seems to have become a tradition for Raleigh Charter High School pointing out it was very exciting for him.  The event was very enjoyable and entertaining and helps everyone to recognize that science helps prepare students for the future.  
PROCLAMATION – NEIGHBORHOODS MONTH – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming September 16 as National Neighborhood Day in the City of Raleigh.  He recognized the Neighborhoods Committee.  In accepting the proclamation, told of the work of the group and pointed out it is hoped that the City will recognize the program once it has been completed.

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENTS – PRESENTATION MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the certificates of appointment presentation and presented a certificate to Johnsie M. Snipes who was recently appointed to the Human Relations Commission; Patrick T. Buffkin who was appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board and Roger Kosak who was appointed to the Transit Authority.  

OGEMBO TOWN COUNCIL – RECOGNIZED

Representatives of the OGEMBO Town Council, Kenya, were at the meeting to observe and learn of the operations of local government in Raleigh so that they could take ideas on the management of Raleigh home with them.  They expressed appreciation for hospitality, talked about what they had learned from representatives of Nairobi who visited the City of Raleigh in the past and brought home many good ideas.  They presented the Mayor with a token of their appreciation pointing out the gifts are carved out of stones from their area.  They again expressed appreciation for the opportunity to learn about the operation of the City of Raleigh.
COUNCIL MEMBER KEKAS – EXCUSED FROM MEETING

Mayor Meeker pointed out Ms. Kekas is out of town and would be excused from today’s meeting.

PERSONNEL – FIRE CHIEF JOHN MCGRATH AND ASSISTANT PUBLIC UTILITIES DIRECTOR ROBERT MASSENGILL – RECOGNIZED

City Manage Allen recognized Fire Chief John Mcgrath and Assistant Public Utilities Director Robert Massengill who recently completed the Municipal Administration Course through the Institute of Government.  He talked about the time and effort that goes into completing that course while carrying out their normal duties.  He commended the two for a job well done.

FALLS LAKE STATUS REPORT – RECEIVED; WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Manager had circulated a report on Falls Lake level and usage of water in the City of Raleigh.  He stated the usage is down into the 50 million gallons per day range which is good.  He stated on a trip in the area earlier today, he saw only 3 places where lawns were being watered.  Mayor Meeker stated last week he asked the City Manager and staff to review the City’s year round conservation efforts and to determine if we need to have different restrictions such as watering less than 3 days per week, limits on time of day watering could occur, look at the possibility of a tiered rate structure, etc.  He stated that report will come back to the City Council and if the Council decides to change the year round restrictions he would suggest that the changes take place once the Stage I mandatory restrictions are lifted.
City Manager Allen highlighted the report and compared the present level to the all time record lows pointing out the lake is currently 3.52 feet above the all time record low level and 3.2 feet above the 2005 low level.  He stated the water supply storage in Falls Lake is 54% remaining per the Corps of Engineers update received yesterday.  He pointed out the Triangle area is currently 6.2 inches below normal rain fall.  He compared this to the rainfall deficient in 2005 which reached a high of over 9 inches deficient.  He pointed out the weather forecasters are now predicting normal rainfall in the foreseeable future.  He stated we are in Stage I mandatory restrictions and pointed out 106 citations have been issued.  In Stage I we do not issue warnings we issue citations.  Everyone feels comfortable that the Stage I restrictions will work.

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to the Manager and staff for their work in this area and stated while they are investigating the questions the Mayor asked he had a couple of questions to add.  First he would like to know if commercial office parks have the same standards as homes.  The second question relates to companies who bottle water using our water supply and ship that water to all parts of the country while we are asking our citizens to conserve.  City Manager Allen pointed out commercial properties follow the same rules as residential property.  He stated when the Council adopted Stage I regulations they tried to put in restrictions that would not adversely affect commercial work or use of our water.
Ms. Taliaferro pointed out many citizens are beginning to use rain barrels or cisterns.  She questioned if there is any way to help incentivize homeowners who are taking extraordinary efforts to help conserve water.  She asked for that to be looked at as the Manager and staff conducts their study.

FIRE PROTECTION STUDY – PINE KNOLL TOWN HOME FIRES – TO BE PLACED ON SEPTEMBER 18 AGENDA
Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council received the study conducted by Schirmer Engineering relative to the Pine Knoll Townhomes Fire.  He suggested the Council send this report to the State Building Council to see if it confirms the findings they made, ask the Fire and Inspections Department to take a look at the report and see what recommendations they would like to make to the Council as it relates to education or restrictions referring to Soffits and whether there are any changes that should be made in future buildings or anything that should be done as it relates to existing buildings.  Fire Chief McGrath pointed out he had read the report and will need some time to work with the Inspections Department, review the legal and code requirements and will be able to make a recommendation in a couple of weeks.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about attic vents and making sure that item is included in the discussion.  It was also agreed to ask the City Attorney to look at what steps the City Council should take or any changes the Council should make.  It was agreed to place the item on the September 18 agenda as a special item to receive a report from Administration and the City Attorney.  It was also agreed to ask representatives of the North Carolina Building Council to come and make comments.

Mr. Crowder talked about vents in attics and Class A fire ratings, etc.  Mr. Craven again asked to make sure that the Building Council is invited to make comments.  The fact that the City could have more stringent rules than the State but not less stringent rules was talked about briefly.  It was agreed to place the item on the September 18 agenda.

HELIPORT – CAPITAL BOULEVARD – CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE A REPORT

Ms. Taliaferro stated as a point of personal privilege she would like to bring up a Council concern at this point as there were some residents from the Brentwood and Starmount neighborhoods in the audience who are concerned about the issues she wants to address.  Without objection it as agreed to allow Ms. Taliaferro to proceed. 
Ms. Taliaferro indicated recently the Board of Adjustment approved a special use permit for a Heliport on Capital Boulevard.  She pointed out the special use permit had certain hours, etc., and some feel the hours of operation are being violated.  She stated in addition it is understood that a helicopter training school is being conducted on the premises and questioned if the special use permit allows for a school.  She also questioned what recourse the neighborhood or the City Council may have as it relates to the special use permit and if violations are occurring.

City Attorney McCormick pointed out the special use permit doesn’t appear to talk about a school.  He suggested that he be allowed to look at the special use permit, procedures, etc. and he would provide the Council with a report at the next meeting.  He stated he feels may be the Council should look at the overall issue of special use permits and if this particular type special use permit is something the City Council may want to take over rather than the Board of Adjustment because of the impact, etc. such as facility could have on an area.  He stated he would also need to check with Federal Aviation, and review the terms of the special use permit to see if everything is being complied with ask police and zoning to check pointing out we do have current regulations relative to low flying aircraft and see if we are enforcing those regulations.  He would like to look at and make recommendations as to whether this type Special Use Permit should stay with the Board of Adjustment or come to the City Council, and review the procedure including notification procedures.  He stated the notification on this particular special use permit was followed properly he assumes but by the very nature of this type operation it possibly disturbs persons who are not adjacent property owners and may be the Council should look at a different notification procedures.
It was agreed to place this item on the September 18, agenda to receive a report from the City Attorney.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  He stated if a councilor wishes to discuss an item individually that item would be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members received information in their agenda packet about a street closing requested by the North Carolina Opera Company and he would add that item to the consent agenda.  In addition Item #c8 the agenda refers to the Wake County Board of Education and that should be Wake County rather than Wake County Board of Education.  Mayor Meeker stated in addition he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  Carolina Ballet Interlocal Funding (Craven); Interlocal Agreement TTA and City of Durham (Meeker); Williams Park Phase II Improvements (Meeker/Crowder/Stephenson); Traffic Multiway Stop Control Falstaff and Swinburne (Stephenson); Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda, and the correction and addition made by the Mayor were incorporated into the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved administration’s recommendations on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Kekas absent and excused).  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – 20078-2009 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN CITIZEN PARTICIPATION – SCHEDULE APPROVED

The Community Development One Year Action Plan for FY 2008-2009 builds on the strategies articulated in the 2005-2010 Consolidated Plan, addressing the housing and community development needs of low-income citizens of Raleigh.  The Action Plan describes the City’s plans for the expenditure of Federal and local dollars for the coming fiscal year, spelling out activities of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME grants.
The Community Development Department is required to provide a minimum of two public meetings as part of the citizen participation process for an approved One Year Action Plan for FY 2008-09, which must be delivered to HUD by May 16, 2008.
The first public meeting on November 8, 2007, occurs at the beginning of the planning process to obtain views on housing and community development needs and to identify priorities for future funding.  The purpose is to allow low-income households, non-profit organizations, and other interested parties to identify problems within their neighborhoods and present proposals.  The second public meeting during February 2008 provides an opportunity for interested persons to review the comments received at the first public meeting and to review a preliminary draft of the proposed budget and activities for FY 2008-2009.  In addition to these public meetings, staff will attend meetings and receive input from CACs and other agencies and organizations.  A Public Hearing will then be held at a regularly scheduled City Council meeting in April 2008, providing another opportunity for public comments on the proposed Plan, before it is approved by the City Council and transmitted to HUD.
Recommendation:  Approve scheduling of an April 2008 public hearing and other public meetings related to the development of the City’s 2008-2009 Action Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

POLICE DEPARTMENT – DONATION OF HORSE – APPROVED
The Valentine family of Durham, North Carolina is donating all rights, ownership and interest in a Hanoverian Gelded Horse to the Raleigh Police Department’s Mounted Unit.  Additional information is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Accept donation of horse.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

POLICE DEPARTMENT – SURPLUS LAWN MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT – APPROVED

The Raleigh Police Department supports the donation of a fixed amount of City of Raleigh surplus lawn maintenance equipment to CheapScapes, an anti-gang youth entrepreneurial program that helps at risk youth learn how to start and operate a yard maintenance business in their respective neighborhoods.  CheapScapes is affiliated with Passage Home, Inc. which will be responsible for asset management.  Donations would not exceed 10 surplus units of the following types of lawn equipment:  gas powered lawn mowers, leaf blowers, weed eaters, edgers/trimmers, chain saws, shovels, rakes, and hedge trimmers.

Recommendation:  Approve donation of surplus lawn maintenance equipment as indicated.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

TRANSIT UPASS AGREEMENTS – VARIOUS – EXTENSIONS APPROVED

There are existing one-year agreements to allow State of North Carolina and Wake County Government employees, NCSU and Meredith College students as well as faculty and staff to ride fare-free on the Capital Area Transit (CAT) with valid and current identification cards.  All four of these agreements will run through June 30, 2008.  NCSU and Meredith College will be billed monthly at $.40 per actual rider for the duration of the new contract.  On June 21, 2007, the Raleigh Transit Authority endorsed the fare-free rate structure.  The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreements.  A copy of each agreement was in the agenda packet.

North Carolina State University




$500,756.40

Meredith College






$  18,700.40

State of North Carolina





$   74,101.92

Wake County







$   11,260.80

Recommendation:  Approve City Manager execution of the proposed UPASS transit agreements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)
TRANSIT SYSTEM – REGIONAL INTELLIGENT TRANSIT SYSTEMS STRATEGIC PLAN – INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT APPROVED

The Capital Area MPO included in its 2007-2008 Unified Planning Work Program, a project entitled Regional ITS Deployment Plan.  This project will provide an update of the Triangle Regional ITS Strategic Deployment Plan (SDP) developed in 1999-2000.
The total cost of this project will be $450,000 and, through an interlocal agreement will be divided as follows:  Capital Area MPO $135,000, Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro (DCHC) MPO $90,000, NCDOT PTD $225,000.  The contribution by the Capital Area MPO for regional transit planning work under this agreement is $135,000 and funding is available in the account 810-7402-70890-983.  A copy of the agreement was in the agenda packet.
The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreement
Recommendation:  Approve City Manager execution of the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  
WAKE COUNTY – JOINT VENTURE REQUEST – APPROVED

A request has been received from Betty Parker, Real Estate Services Director with Wake County Public Schools System, for Wake County, property owner, to enter into a joint venture agreement with the City to extend approximately 1,500 linear feet of gravity sanitary sewer main from the existing sewer main in Harrington Pointe to property identified as pin number 0778-99-0322.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to enter into a joint venture agreement with the Wake County for the sewer extension subject to receipt of the letter of credit and the contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)

TRIANGLE J COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – APPROVED

Triangle J Council of Governments requests that the City of Raleigh participate, along with four area universities, four cities, and three counties, in the Partnership for Development and Infrastructure Project.  Further information on this effort is in the agenda packet.  The cost to participate in this project is $11,500.  A budget amendment to fund the City’s portion of the Partnership for Development and Infrastructure Project and to continue the City’s participation in the CORE and Triangle Air Quality Partnership Project is necessary.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the memorandum of understanding between the Triangle J Council of Governments and the City of Raleigh for the Partnership for Development and Infrastructure Project and authorize the budget amendment for Triangle J Council of Government projects.
Revenue Account:
110-0000-53299-000

Prior Year Revenue



$25,053.00

Expense Account:

110-2510-73712-301

Triangle J Council of Governments

$25,053.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.
POLICE CANINE – OWNERSHIP TRANSFER – APPROVED

Officer Chris Weeks served as a canine officer with the police department for several years.  His assigned dog, Kel, is a male Dutch Shepherd.  Officer Weeks recently resigned from our department in good standing, to move closer to family in another state.  The canine, Kel, is at the end of his useful working life as a police canine and cannot be retrained to work with another handler.  The Police Department requests permission to transfer ownership of the canine Kel to Chris Weeks since the dog is no longer useful for law enforcement purposes and is of no economic value to the City of Raleigh, on the condition that Mr. Weeks assume full responsibility for canine Kel.

Recommendation:  Approved.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes.  (Kekas absent and excused).

SAFELIGHT PROGRAM – REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS – APPROVED

Recently, Council was provided a summary report of the City’s Safelight program.  This report explained the safety benefits of the first five years of the program.  The current contract with the program’s contractor expires in March 2008.

It is recommended that Council authorize staff to release a Request for Proposals for the continuance of the Raleigh Safelight program.

Recommendation:  Approve as recommended.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)

CAPITAL AREA MPO – REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT/US 64 CORRIDOR STUDY – APPROVED

On August 15, 2007, Capital Area MPO amended its Unified Planning Work Program to reflect its proportion of funding that will be contributed to the US 64 Corridor Study; which will be managed by the North Carolina Department of Transportation.  The US 64 Funding Agreement with North Carolina Department of Transportation is in the agenda packet.  The City’s share is $185,000 and funding is available in 810-7402-70890-983.  The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreement.

Recommendation:  Approve City Manager execution of the agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

WATER CONSERVATION – STAGE I ORDINANCE ADOPTED

As approved at the August 7, 2007, City Council meeting, the City Manager implemented Stage 1 Water Conservation Plan measures due to extreme local weather conditions, Falls Lake level decline and extremely high customer water demand that have occurred prior to the City Council’s next regularly scheduled meeting.  On August 21, 2007, the City of Raleigh received information at the North Carolina Drought Advisory Council meeting that led the City Manager to authorize implementation of the Stage 1 water conservation plan use restrictions, effective August 28, 2007.  In order for the City to continue the Stage 1 Water Conservation Plan Water Use Restrictions after the September 5, 2007, City Council meeting, the City Council must specifically approve the Stage 1 Mandatory Water Conservation Ordinance, which they approved as to form and language content as part of the City’s formal amendment of its Water Conservation Plan on May 15, 2007.

Recommendation:  Approve continuance of the Stage 1 Mandatory Water Conservation Plan Water Use Restrictions until rescinded by the City Council.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 287.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK – VARIOUS PETITIONS DEFERRED
The agenda presented the following petitions for annexation.
	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Riverbend Elementary School
	Betty Parker/Wake County Board of Education
	20.68
	Institutional

	Kia of Raleigh
	David Hudson/Anderson Real Estate
	1.9
	Commercial

	Chasteal Trails, Phase 3
	Mitchell T. Murphy/Mitchell Murphy Et Al, LLC
	11.91
	Residential

	Time Warner Switching Station & Intervening ROW
	Ryan Hussey/Time Warner
	.91
	Industrial

	3424 Rock Quarry Road Holder Properties
	Boyd Holder
	2.00
	Residential

	7200 Willmark Court 

Byram Properties
	Peter and Kathleen Byram
	.88
	Residential

	Satellite Petitions
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	6309 East Lake Anne Drive Ward Property
	Brian Ward
	.47
	Residential

	1301 Wescott Drive

Miller Property
	Mark Miller
	.53
	Residential

	2716 Sadie Hopkins Street Wilson Property
	Janie Battle Wilson
	.46
	Residential


Recommendation:

a. That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearings on Tuesday, October 16, 2007.

b. Because the properties referenced as 3424 Rock Quarry Road and 1301 Wescott Drive are connecting to City water only and sewer is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of these properties be deferred.

c. Because the property referenced as 6309 East Lake Anne Drive is connecting to City sewer only and water is not available at this time, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred.
d. Although the property located at 7200 Willmark Court is connecting to City sewer and is already being served with City water, it would be inefficient to deliver the entire package of municipal services to this individual site; therefore, it is recommended that the annexation of this property be deferred at this time.
e. Although the property located at 2716 Sadie Hopkins Street is connecting to City the water and sewer system, it would be inefficient to deliver the entire package of municipal services to this individual site; therefore, it is recommended that annexation of this property be deferred at this time
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

PARADE – DECEMBER 9, 2007 – APPROVED

Lettie Banda, representing Sacred Heart Cathedral, requests a street closure on Sunday, December 9, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. for a parade.
Recommendation:  Approved subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)

ROAD RACE – VARIOUS STREETS IN EDWARDS MILL ROAD AREA – APPROVED

Rob Bucklin, representing the SISKO Foundation, requests permission to hold a road race on Sunday, September 23, 2007 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DATES – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.  

3100 Block of Vick Avenue and Childers Street

Susan Worsley, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, September 9, 2007, from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

3300 Block of Pollack Place

Sharon Cummings, representing University Park Homeowner’s Association, requests a street closure on Sunday, September 16, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.

100 Block of Seaboard Avenue and the 700 Block of Semart Drive

Adelaide Stallings, representing the Shops of Seaboard, requests a street closure on Sunday, September 23, 2007 from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a fundraising event for the Wake County SPCA.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

100, 200, 300, 400 Blocks of Fayetteville Street
200 Block of South Blount Street
00, 100 and 200 Blocks of East Martin Street

Inner Streets of the City Market

Doug Grissom, representing the Raleigh Convention Center, requests a street closure from Thursday, September 27, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. until Sunday, September 30, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. for the 3rd Annual Capital City Bike Festival
He also wants to encumber some parking spaces on both sides of the 100 through the 400 locks of South Wilmington Street, all spaces on the east side of the 100 through 400 Blocks of South Salisbury Street and all spaces on both sides of the 100 Block of East Davie Street.

He also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

1500 Block of Sunrise Avenue

Joelle Webster, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, September 29, 2007, from 2:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for an annual neighborhood block party.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and waiver of the amplified noise ordinances.

Eastbound right lane of Glenwood Avenue between the entrance to the Angus Barn and the entrance to Umstead Park
Bebee Lee, representing The Foundation of Hope, requests a street closure on Sunday, October 14, 2007, from 7:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. for a fundraising walk.

She also requests waiver of all City Ordinances pertaining to amplified music and permission to place signs within the city right-of-way directing participants to designated parking areas.

200 Block of West Hargett Street

Steve Demastrie, representing City of Raleigh Dept. of Parks and Recreation, requests a street closure from Friday, September 14, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. until Sunday, September 16, 2007 to 11:30 p.m. for a public viewing of the 9/11 Memorial.

200 Blocks of South Blount Street, South Person Street and East Hargett Street

Anne Fitzgerald, representing the North Carolina Grape Council, requests the encumbrance of some parking spaces on Saturday, October 27, 2007 from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a planned Wine Tasting Event in Moore Square.

400 Block of Fayetteville Street
Frank Grebowski, Opera Company of North Carolina, requests closing a portion of sidewalk adjacent to the northwest corner of the Sheraton and a small portion of the turnaround circle of the 400 block of Fayetteville Street for a small musical series featuring a small stage and performers between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on September 12, 14, 19 and 21.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packets.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
ROUNDABOUTS - HILLSBOROUGH STREET PHASE I PROJECT – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR OCTOBER 2

A second public meeting was held on August 30, 2007 at Caldwell Hall on North Carolina State campus for street improvements, including roundabouts at the Hillsborough Street/Pullen Road and Oberlin/Pullen Road locations, pedestrian and streetscape improvements and under grounding of utilities from Gardner Road to Oberlin Road.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to approve the design and authorize property acquisition.  A location map was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve a public hearing on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 to approve the design and authorize property acquisition.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

ROUNDABOUTS – HILLSBOROUGH/MORGAN STREET – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

A public meeting was held on August 15, 2007 for the intersection improvements at the Morgan Street and Hillsborough Street intersection including a roundabout.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to approve the design and authorize property acquisition.  A location map was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve a public hearing on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 to approve the design and authorize property acquisition.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

EASEMENT SALE – 8625 WINDJAMMER DRIVE – CITY CLERK AUTHORIZED TO ADVERTISE

A request has been received from Mark W. Cates, property owner of 8625 Windjammer Drive in Raleigh, to purchase an existing City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement of various widths along the northern property line of Lot #29 and partial Lot #30.  The sale of the easement is for better lot development.  Staff has determined that this easement is no longer needed by the City due to all properties surrounding this property are currently served by other existing sanitary sewer mains.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement sale and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 340.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – GLENLAKE SUBDIVISION PHASES 2 AND 3 – CITY CLERK AUTHORIZED TO ADVERTISE

A request has been received from Terry Stephens, P.E., Development Director of Glenlake Group, LLC, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the Glenlake subdivision, Phases 2 and 3, off Glen Eden Drive in Raleigh.  The easement exchange is for better lot development.  This exchange is in accordance with construction plans approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 341.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – NORTH HILLS EAST – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from John M. Kane, Managing Member of NHSF I, LLC, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a relocated 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the proposed North Hills East at Six Forks Road, Dartmouth Road, and I-440 off ramp in Raleigh.  The easement exchange is for better lot development.  This exchange is in accordance with construction plans approved by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 342.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE – MANAGEMENT WAY AND US 70 – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Kyle White, Manager of Bannister Properties, property owner, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh water easement and associated water main.  It is also requested for the water main to be relocated to the right-of-way of Management Way at the Anfesa’s Jewelers at Management Way and US 70 in Garner.  Construction plans have been approved by the Public Utilities Department.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 343.

EASEMENT REQUEST – 800 CORPORATION PARKWAY – CONVEYANCE TO PROGRESS ENERGY APPROVED

A request has been received from Progress Energy for easements on City-owned property at 800 Corporation Parkway for the purpose of locating electrical facilities to the site for development of the future Solid Waste Services facility.  The Construction Management division of Public Works is managing this project and is in agreement with the easement need.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the conveyance of the property easements to Progress Energy.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

EASEMENT REQUEST – BAYBRIDGE PARK – CONVEYANCE TO SUMMIT DEVELOPMENT APPROVED

Summit Development LLC requests a sanitary sewer easement from the City of Raleigh to serve its new residential subdivision, Baybridge Park, located just off Leesville Road at the intersection of Oneal Road.  Summit Development LLC, in order to serve its new 24-lot residential subdivision, Baybridge Park, is constructing a new sanitary sewer main crossing Leesville Road and needs to connect to the City’s existing sewer main in O’Neal Road.  To make this connection, the sewer main needs to cross a small, non-buildable, sliver of property owned by the City of Raleigh because of conflicts with fiber-optic cable within the right of way of Leesville Road.

Recommendation:  Authorize the conveyance of a sanitary sewer easement, as shown on a plat prepared by Bass, Nixon & Kennedy, Inc.  Consulting Engineers entitled: “Public Sanitary Sewer Easement Plat for Baybridge Park Subdivision” to Summit Development LLC for $150.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

PUBLIC UTILITIES – MAINTENANCE AND ASSET MANAGEMENT OF WATER STORAGE TANKS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT

Three proposals were received for professional services for Maintenance and Asset Management for City of Raleigh Water Storage Tanks.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order.

Utility Service Company, Inc.

Southern Corrosion, Inc.

S&ME, Inc
Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Utility Service Company, Inc., for the Maintenance and Asset Management for City of Raleigh Water Storage Tanks and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

WATER AND SEWER EXTENSION – ROCK QUARRY ROAD ANNEXATION AREAS – ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE FEE AND CONTRACT
Nine proposals were received for the design of the water and sewer lines to serve the properties in the Rock Quarry Road Properties Annexation area.  The three top firms are listed in ranking order:

Rivers & Associates, Inc.

O’brien & Gere

Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc
Recommendation:  Authorize Administration to negotiate a fee and contract with Rivers & Associates, Inc., for the Rock Quarry Road Properties (Barwell Road/Pearl Road Area) City Initiated Annexation Area Water and Sewer Line Extensions Project and to negotiate with the other firms as listed in the event that any of those negotiations are not successful.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – UPPER POPLAR CREEK BASIN STUDY AND SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS – CONTRACT WITH MCKIM & CREED APPROVED

A contract of $178,500 has been negotiated with McKim & Creed for a preliminary engineering report for sanitary sewer flows in the Poplar Creek basin and for the wetland delineation/survey and mapping.

Recommendation:  Approve the contract with McKim & Creed for the Upper Poplar Creek Basin Study and Sanitary Sewer Improvements (transfer to be handled administratively).
Transferred From:

349-9534-79001-944
Knightdale Pop Crk/W Pop Crk Interc
$178,500.00

Transferred To:

349-9534-79201-944
Knightdale Pop Crk/W Pop Crk Interc
$178,500.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
WAYFINDING DESIGN – DOWNTOWN – APPROVED

Corbin Design has worked with City staff and stakeholder groups to develop a design package for all sign types needed for the downtown wayfinding system. These signs will be installed on roads leading into and within downtown. The system is designed to be expandable and easily maintained, and will meet all NCDOT requirements. The project is fully funded through the CIP, with the majority of the system to be installed prior to the opening of the Convention Center. The project will not return to Council until the approval of a recommended contractor is needed.

Recommendation:  Approve the design package and authorize the consultant to proceed with location and messaging plan for sign package, develop construction drawings, and develop and release bid request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)

PARKING STUDY – CONTRACT WITH NELSON/NYGAARD – APPROVED

A detailed RFP for consultant services was advertised nationally on June 1, 2007.  Proposals were received from five consultant teams on June 22, 2007.  The proposals were reviewed and evaluated based on the selection criteria set forth in the RFP by a three-member selection committee comprised of two City Planning Staff and one Public Works Staff.

The committee chose the firm of Nelson/Nygaard as its first choice consultant, due to their experience developing similar parking policy documents for other communities, and the strength of the firm’s references.  The second choice is Carl Walker Parking, Inc.

Recommendation:  Authorize the negotiation of a contract with Nelson/Nygaard to prepare the Citywide Parking Study.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
PASSAGE HOME – DRUG MARKET PILOT PROJECT – APPROVED
The Police Department requests authorization to modify the current contract with the Passage Home Drug Market Pilot Project.  A budget of $75,000 was allocated for this project.  When work began on the project, $50,750 was allocated for the first site and $24,250 was retained for a possible second site.  As the initiative continued it was determined that the current project requires additional resources to be successful and that a second site is not currently feasible.  It is requested that the money reserved for the second site be used to enhance the current project.  Payment of funds is contingent upon satisfactory completion of performance expectations.

Recommendation:  Approved.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).

GARNER REGIONAL PUMP STATION/GRAVITY SEWER PROJECT AMENDMENT #1 – KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES - APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., for the Southwest Garner Regional Pump Station and Gravity Sewer Project.  Amendment #1 in the amount of $995,100 is for additional preliminary engineering services and final design services for gravity interceptors, the Southwest Garner Regional pump station and force main.
Recommendation:  Approve amendment #1 and the budgetary transfer.  

Transferred From:

349-9033-79001-975

SW Garner Regional Pump Station
$848,900.00

349-9414-79001-975

Crabtree Crk Sewer Transmis Study
  146,200.00










$995,100.00

Transferred To:

349-9033-79201-975

SW Garner Regional Pump Station
$995,100.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (See Ordinance 288 TF 75)

PERSONNEL – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED
Information Technology currently has a vacant Staff Support Specialist position, classification #0003 (1810-181, #001577), pay grade 23, in Administrative Services.  A desk audit revealed that the responsibilities of this position will require advanced, specialized administrative skills in order to successfully administer specific financial programs, summarize data from reports and prepare presentation materials.  Therefore, it is requested to reclassify this position to an Administrative Support Specialist, pay grade 27.  This change will have no budgetary impact for the remainder of the current fiscal year.  The Personnel Department has reviewed the request and concurs with the reclassification of the position.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification of this position.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
PERSONNEL POLICIES – TIME AND ATTENDANCE SYSTEM – REVISIONS APPROVED

As part of the implementation of the City’s new automated time and attendance system (RTAP), revisions have been made to four (4) personnel policies relating to time and pay to accommodate the associated RTAP business rules that will streamline work processes, create greater consistency and equity in pay practices across the City organization, conform to FLSA guidelines, and provide employees with more flexibility in usage of time.  The policies are Overtime Pay (300-5); Holidays (300-9); Vacation Leave (300-10); and Sick Leave (300-11).  The policy revisions have been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office.  The Civil Service Commission has reviewed the policy revisions and recommended approval by the City Council.

It is also proposed that the City Manager has flexibility to set an effective date for the revised policies after December 31, 2007, the expected time of completion of the rollout schedule of departments going through a parallel process of using both the current manual timekeeping and the new automated system.
Recommendation:  Approve revisions to personnel policies as requested.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused)

STC-10-07 – OLD HICKS LANE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

Phillip Culpepper, of Wexford Development, LLC, is petitioning to close all of the 65 foot alignment known as Old Hicks Lane.  The petition was submitted to convert State maintained right-of-way to City maintained right-of-way for the soon to be constructed street that will connect the Wade Subdivision (S-53-06) to Trinity Road.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing a public hearing on Tuesday, October 2, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 344.

ENCROACHMENTS – 301 FAYETTEVILLE STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from Highwoods Properties to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing a grease interceptor in the RBC tower.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approved the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) the owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 3) the owner shall maintain the grease interceptor and install appropriate devices to minimize the odor should it become an issue within the sidewalk area.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  

ENCROACHMENT – 3729 ROLSTON DRIVE – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

A request has been received from Ramblewood 2005, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing street trees.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to conditions outlined in Resolution 1996-153 and 1) the owner shall obtain a “Right-of-Way” permit from the Inspections Department prior to installation; 2) the owner shall obtain a “Vegetation Impact” permit from the City Urban Forester prior to plantings; 3) the owner shall contact “NC One Call Center” 48 hours prior to excavation and shall remain 10’ from existing utilities; 4) this encroachment is approved for landscaping only.
Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absence and excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENT – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED 

The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Economic Development - $40,000 – to appropriate funding received from the Small Business Success Fund program to establish a loan budget for projected loans anticipated in FY08.  

Parks and Recreation - $1,350.00 to accept donations from Valerie Hunt and the Raleigh Garden Club.
Police Department - $266,667 – to budget accounts for grant awarded by the US Dept. of Justice for the Weed and Seed Grant Program targeted in the Thompson Hunter community.  There is a city in-kind match of $66,667.

Public Works - $4,397,700 - to establish a budget for an anticipated FTA Section 5307 capital grant for the continued funding of capital projects for Capital Area Transit.  The City of Raleigh has pre award spending authority in accordance with the Federal Register, Urbanized Area Apportionments.  Projects included in this grant are preventive maintenance of fleet, purchase of associated capital maintenance items, miscellaneous facility repairs at transit garage, replacement of service vehicles and purchase of an AVL system.  This project was approved in the Adopted FY 2008 Capital Improvements Program.  The City share of this project is 20% of all grant items.

The agenda outlined the Revenue and Expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.
GREEN VALLEY – GARDEN ACRES ANNEXATION AREA – CHANGE ORDER #2/BILLINGS AND GARRETT, INC. – APPROVED
This change order is for a net increase of $158,268.75 and time extension of 60 calendar days
Reason:
For additional work in the Green Valley-Garden Acres Annexation Area and includes rehabilitating sewer lines in the Eden Lane area of the East Beaverdam Creek Sewer Rehabilitation project so as not to interfere with ongoing residential construction in the area.

History:

Original contract amount

$1,790,392.50

Previous net changes (ADD)

$28,049.70

New contract amount


$1,976,710.95

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

320-8010-79001-975

Annexation-Water


$  22,383.75

349-9299-79001-975

E Beaver Dam Rehab/Replace

  135,885.00









$158,268.75

Transferred To:

320-9657-79202-975

Green Valley Annex Area

$  22,383.75

349-9657-79202-975

Green Valley Annex Area

  135,885.00










$158,268.75

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $158,268.75, time extension of 60 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT 50 MGD FINISHED WATER AND BACKWASH PUMP ADDITION – CHANGE ORDER #5 – DELLINGER, INC. – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $188,315.03 and time extension of 39 calendar days.

Reason:

For additional work including re-routing existing chemical piping in the chemical trenches between the Pre-Chemical Facility and Bulk Chemical Storage Building to separate incompatible chemicals and includes the installation of a 6-inch waterline and fire hydrant at the warehouse for fire protection.

History:
Original contract amount
$9,634,963.00

Previous net changes (ADD)
$1,028,064.37

New contract amount

$10,851,342.40

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9158-79001-975

EM Johnson Spill Containment Impvts
$142,424.08

348-9207-79001-975

EM Johnson Facility Rehab


     45,890.95











$188,315.03

Transferred To:

348-9284-79202-975

EMJWTP 50 MGD Pump Install

$188,315.03

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $188,315.03, time extension of 39 calendar days, and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.

E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT RECYCLE PUMP STATION – CHANGE ORDER #3 CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $242,227.09.

Reason:

To provide funds for the Early Completion Bonus and for the contractor to perform additional work including paving at the Bulk Chemical Storage Facility, new stormwater gravity line, concrete baffle in the UV channel, pump rental for emergency standby pumps for Outfall 002 tie-in, repair of the 60-inch stormwater line, additional piping at the sludge drying beds and additional rock excavation.

History:

Original contract amount


$3,898,920.00

Previous net changes (ADD)


$     89,238.14

New contract amount



$4,230,385.23

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9393-79001-975

EMJWTP Filtrate DAF Facility
$242,227.09

Transferred To:

348-9400-79202-975

EMJWTP Backwash Recycle Impv
$242,227.09

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $242,227.09 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 74.

FALLS LAKE RAW WATER PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS – CHANGE ORDER #1 – CROWDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY – APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $402,035.98.

Reason:

For additional work including the emergency setup and temporary piping for the emergency pumping system for the Falls Lake Raw Water Pump Station, emergency repair/rehabilitation and installation of Raw Water Pump No. 3, load bank switches for electrical gear at the Raw Water Pump Station for additional redundancy and renewal of the UL listing for the Raw Water Pump Station facility.

History:

Original contract amount

$2,973,000.00

New contract amount


$3,375,035.98

Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-8630-79001-975

Water Plant Settling Basins Rehab
$250,000.00

348-9026-79001-975

Water Tank Rehab/Maint

   152,035.98










$402,035.98

Transferred To:

348-9490-79202-975
Falls Lake RWPS Improvements
$402,035.98

Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $402,035.98 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Departments of Administrative Services, Community Development and Parks and Recreation.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.

PU2007-6 – TRYON ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

The agenda presented PU2007-6 which calls for the installation of approximately 100 lineal feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main to serve 1801 Tryon Road.  The line will be installed from the existing sanitary sewer main in Tryon Road at Crestline to the front corner of property at 1801 Tryon Road.  The estimated cost is $40,000 and the project is inside the City and would be assessed on abutting footage and/or per lot basis.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule a public hearing on October 2, 2007.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Resolution 345.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to temporary parking restrictions at Wilmington/Blount Streets, no parking zone Cameron Street, Material Loading Zone on Martin Street, no parking zone on portions of Vinson Court and West Street.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the recommended changes in the traffic code.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the Traffic Code as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 289.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CAROLINA BALLET – INTERLOCAL FUNDING PROJECT SCOPE CHANGE – APPROVED
On September 19, 2005 the Wake County Board of Commissioners and the Raleigh City Council approve the Tenth Amendment to the Interlocal Agreement related to occupancy and proposed food and beverage tax revenues.  The Tenth Amendment allocated funds to six projects, including $250,000 to the Carolina Ballet to help them purchase their current rehearsal and studio space at 3401 Atlantic Avenue.  As detailed in the letter in the agenda packet from the Carolina Ballet, they are requesting a change in scope of the project to allow for payment of scenery and costumes.

The contractual agreements will be handled between the County and Carolina Ballet but a change of project scope requires approval of the Council and the Board of Commissioners.  The Wake County Manager will be recommending approval at their meeting of September 4, 2007.

Recommendation:  Approved.  

Mr. Craven stated he withdrew this from the consent agenda pointing out as he understands they want to change the use of the allocation of money from purchase of space to scenery and costumes.  He stated he just could not support that.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the request as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Mayor Meeker stated this has been done in the past and pointed out this does require the approval of the Wake County Commissioners and he understands they approved it yesterday.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Craven who voted in the negative and Ms. Kekas who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.
TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY/CITY OF DURHAM INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT – APPROVED

The Capital Area MPO included, in its 2007-2008 Unified Planning Work Program, a project for funding of regional transit vision plans.  A Special Transit Advisory Commission has been formed with members appointed by the Capital Area and Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organizations to advise elected officials on future transit investments for the region.

A proposed Interlocal Cooperation Agreement provides for the reimbursement of a portion of the funds paid to the Institute for Transportation Research and Education (ITRE) by TTA under a contract for support service for this Commission.  The maximum contribution by the Capital Area MPO for regional transit planning work under this agreement is $30,000 and funding is available in the account 810-7402-70890-983.  A copy of the proposed agreement was in the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed funding agreement.

Recommendation: Approve City Manager execution of the agreement.  

Mayor Meeker stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out he has been excused from participation on items relating to Triangle Transit Authority in the past and would assume he needs to be excused from this item.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that Mayor Meeker be excused from participation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  Mayor Meeker left the table and turned the chair over to Mayor Pro Tem West.

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative, Mayor Meeker who was excused from participation and Ms. Kekas who was absent and excused.  The Mayor Pro Tem ruled the motion adopted on a 5-1 vote.  
WILLIAMS PARK PHASE 2 IMPROVEMENTS – RECOMMENDATION AMENDED AND REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The original Master Plan for Williams Park was developed in 1977 and revised and adopted in 1991.  In 2000 the Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) proposed amendments to the Master Plan that were approved by Council November 21, 2000.  Construction plans are currently being finalized for improvements with funding of $175,196 remaining for this project.  Public review and comment was obtained at a public meeting on July 26, 2007.  Additional comments have been received by email.  Revised plans incorporating public comment were presented to the PRGAB on August 16, 2007.  Included in the agenda packet is the proposed improvements; November 2000 approved PRGAB report; July 26, 2007 public meeting summary; and additional public comments received.
Recommendation:  Approve amendments to the Council adopted Williams Park Report for Phase 2 improvements.  The proposed amendments are.

a. Modification of playground surfacing material from sand only to utilize an ADA compliant safety material such as engineered wood fiber or rubberized surface at the age 5-12 play equipment.  Sand will be utilized under the diggers and smaller equipment to maintain a sand play area.

b. Relocate small kids’ components to the shadier south area of the playground.

c. Add additional climbing equipment.

Discussion took place on the recommendation relating to the use of rubberized surface at the age 5 – 12 play equipment.  Various Council members indicated this was vetted at the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board which made the recommendation to use engineered wood fiber or rubberized surface at the age 5-12 play equipment.  Mr. Crowder pointed out while he is an advocate of recycling and it is good to use recycled material, there are some later studies on the use of rubberized surface on playgrounds which speaks to liability, safety, and other issues.  Ms. Taliaferro suggested removing the words “or rubberized surface” with Mr. Crowder pointing out that would be fine.  He could go with the recommendation with that amendment.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out he had heard some of the discussion but he did not see information on the wood fiber versus rubberized surface.  He also talked about sun shaded areas.  He stated he would just like to have more feedback.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Public Works Committee.  Ms. Taliaferro agreed but indicated the “rubberized surface” should be deleted from the recommendation so the committee would not have to deal with that with all Council members agreeing to remove the possible use of rubberized surface from the recommendation and refer the rest of the recommendations to Public Works Committee.  
TRAFFIC – MULTIWAY STOP CONTROL FALSTAFF ROAD/SWINBURNE STREET – APPROVED

It is recommended that a Multiway Stop Control be installed at the intersection of Falstaff Road and Swinburne Street.  This intersection is located just south of the Wake Medical Center campus.  Both streets are classified as collector streets on the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan, and both streets are constructed to collector street standards as defined by the “Street, Sidewalk, and Driveway Access Handbook”.  Two-way Stop Control is currently in place on the Swinburne Street approaches to the intersection.  City staff has conducted a traffic engineering study of this intersection and concluded that a Multiway Stop Control would improve the traffic operational characteristics of the intersection.

Install stop signs for the east and westbound legs of Falstaff Road by amending the following traffic schedule:

Add to Traffic Schedule No. 2 (Stop Intersections)

Falstaff Road and Swinburne Street
Traffic Engineer Lamb explained the recommendation and the options that were studied.  Mr. Stephenson stated he had asked that this item be withdrawn from the consent agenda pointing out both of these are collector streets and questioned if they are not seen as having the high volumes to justify signals and why this recommendation was made.  He referred to discussions on the Sutton Drive area and where a different recommendation came forward.  Mr. Crowder moved the changes in the traffic code as outlined be approved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 288 TF 75.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  He stated he had received a request from Mr. Craven and Mr. Stephenson to withdraw Rezoning Z-7-07 from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Without objection that item was withdrawn.  Mr. Isley moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.
REZONING Z-14-07 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET/BLUE RIDGE ROAD – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 218 acres, currently zoned Agricultural Productive and Office and Institution-1.  The proposal is to rezone the property to include Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District.

CR-11121 from the Planning Commission finds that the proposed rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that the request be approved in accordance with zoning conditions dated December 15, 2006 and the Master Plan Document dated August 10, 2007.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Taliaferro – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 290 ZC 608.

MP-4-06 – NCSU CENTENNIAL BIOMEDICAL CAMPUS – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve a master plan associated with the petition to rezone (Z-14-07) approximately 218 acres, currently zoned Office and Institution-1 and Agricultural Productive.  The proposal is to rezone the property to add the Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District in accordance with Code Section 10-2057.  The majority of the site will be dedicated to teaching and research facilities associated with North Carolina State University’s College of Veterinary Medicine.  The master plan includes a mixed use development plan for seven tracts to be constructed in three phases with building space concentrated in a core area near the southwestern corner of the site near the Blue Ridge Road and Hillsborough Street intersection.  A maximum of 2,190,000 square feet of building space is proposed along with preservation of 90 acres of open space.

CR-11122 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  
REZONING Z-24-07 – SIX FORKS ROAD – DENIED

This request is to rezone approximately 1.6 acres, currently zoned Residential-4.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use District.

CR-11123 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that this case be denied.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).  

SP-45-07 – ANGUS BARN MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN – AMENDMENT APPROVED

This request is to approve the amendment of a mixed use development master plan with modifications applicable to 212 acres and approved in 1988.  This amendment will remove land use allocations and limitations, unity of development among parcels, and current requirements for an internal street layout, effectively nullifying the plan.  This master plan was approved under Code Section 10-2121, case PA-92-88. Since 1988 the majority of the property has been transferred to William B. Umstead State Park and the Raleigh Durham Airport Authority with little development on the remaining tracts.  Development in accordance with the approved plan is not possible given the property transfers.  Upon amendment of the master plan subsequent development must conform to the zoning requirements of the Thoroughfare, Metro Park Overlay, and Airport Overlay Districts as well as conditions of approval (Note these conditions apply to tracts outside Umstead Park and the RDU Airport).

CR-11124 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on consent agenda Isley/Taliaferro – 7 ayes (Kekas absent and excused).
END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

REZONING Z-7-07 – MONUMENT LANE – OLD LEAD MINE ROAD – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone approximately 12.65 acres, currently zoned Residential-6.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Office and Institution-1 Conditional Use.

CR-11120 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons stated herein, the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved in accordance with conditions dated August 12, 2007.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the case, the Planning Commission’s discussion pointing out the case has been scaled down significantly from the original public hearing proposal.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the net density would be 6 units per acre however the proposal is to rezone the property to O&I-I conditional use.  Mr. Craven pointed out the property owners and neighbors have met even after the Planning Commission vote and are still trying to resolve some of the conflict.  He suggested that the item be sent to Comprehensive Planning to give them a little more time to resolve the issue with the understanding the Comprehensive Planning would bring the recommendation back to the next meeting.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Commission.
SP-57-05 – MCDONALDS AT PEACE STREET – TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 18 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM
This request is to approve the construction of a 3,876 square foot restaurant with drive-thru on a 0.73 acre site, zoned Neighborhood Business and Pedestrian Business Overlay.  The existing 3,329 square foot restaurant on site will be demolished.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use or zone.

CR-11125 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins gave a history of the discussion on this case, conditions that have been added, discussions in the Planning Commission with the applicant and the opposition votes at the Planning Commission.  Mayor Meeker talked about the pedestrian overlay requirements relating to doors and windows opening on sidewalks, setbacks and driveways for drive thru being on the side or back.  He stated he does not feel the plan complies with the pedestrian overlay as it relates to these items and suggested holding this and giving the applicant two more weeks to try to comply with those issues.
Mr. West pointed out this has been a very long process, talked about the development process in general, following rules the fact that the applicant had been asked to go back and talk with the engineer and corporate offices about the issues being brought up by the Mayor and had been told that those things were not feasible.  The applicant has followed the rules and has had discussion about all of the points of concern of various commission people, neighbors, council members, etc.  He expressed concern about the Council continually putting things in committee for further discussion, committeeing something to death and concern about putting individuals through additional discussion and committee process when they have complied with the rules and regulations.  

Planning Director Silver explained the history and discussions on this case.  Discussions between the planning staff and the applicant, the Planning Commission’s discussions and study on the case as it relates to setbacks, whether the plan does comply and the fact that the majority of the Planning Commission was satisfied that all of the regulations had been met.  Lengthy dialogue followed as to whether the case does indeed meet all of the requirements and whether a delay to ask the applicant to study the concerns further and whether any changes could be made.  Mr. Crowder talked about the process of the applicant but also the long process of developing the pedestrian oriented streetscape plan and the purposes of that plan.  He questioned if there were other McDonalds prototypes that would comply with the pedestrian oriented streetscape plan.  Mr. West again pointed out the applicant is in the audience and has indicated he had discussed the concerns about the driveway location and setback with the corporate office and no changes could be made.  How to proceed, whether additional time is needed, whether all of the plans have or have not been complied with, the feeling on the part of some that this new building would triple the business, whether our Transportation people had looked at the traffic studies, what had been done to determine if the plan complies with the code, the zoning, the Planning Commission discussions and what would be gained by waiting another two weeks to have further discussion was talked about at length.  Mr. Crowder and the Mayor put forth arguments that the plan does not meet the code or comply with the pedestrian overlay.  
Mr. Wills, the applicant, talked about the design of the McDonalds and explained why he could not put the drive thru on the back or the side which he indicated would cause them to have to have two kitchens.  He talked about the desire for the approval process to not become political and what he has done to follow this process.  A representative of McDonalds talked about the location of drive thru in urban and suburban context and whether there could be changes in the McDonalds prototype.  How to proceed from this point was talked about at length.  Whether the site plan does meet all code requirements, comprehensive plan, zoning and why the applicant does not want to change the design was talked about.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the site plan as recommended by the Planning Commission.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West.  Mr. Isley spoke in support of his motion pointing out we are talking about the redevelopment of a McDonalds.  He talked about the upgrading of the McDonalds restaurant, the new prototype, concern about getting hung up on the locations of doors and windows, the fact that it is a good plan and it does meet all of the requirements and his fear that we would be setting ourselves up for a legal challenge, if the plan, which meets all of the requirements is not approved.  He believes the new site plan will enhance the entire corridor.  Mayor Meeker compared this McDonalds to the one on Western Boulevard.  The Mayor and Mr. Crowder indicated they could not support the motion.  Mr. Isley withdrew the motion.  Discussion took place concerning the site plan with the Mayor expressing concern about the safety of the pedestrians having to go through the drive-thru lane, the accident record at this intersection, etc.  By consensus it was agreed to place this item on the next agenda for further consideration.
SPECIAL ITEMS

AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMPLEX – POPE HOUSE – TO BE PLACED ON OCTOBER 2 AGENDA

During the July 24, 2007, Council meeting Mayor Meeker reported he understands the Pope House has been acquired by a non-profit corporation and the City had agreed to pay for one-half of a feasibility study relating to an African-American Complex.  It was agreed to place the item on this agenda with a statement that the City is willing to fund its one-half of the $65,000 cost to look at Site 2 and that the Pope House would remain in its current location.
Mayor Meeker pointed out he understands that the private fund raising has netted almost what they need therefore he would suggest that this item be placed on the agenda in 30 days (October 2, 2007) to get a report at that time and decide how to proceed.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

TRAFFIC – LENOIR STREET/SOUTH STREET TWO-WAY CONVERSION, PHASE I – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED

Pursuant to previous direction by Council to pursue final design work on the two-way conversion of Lenoir and South streets, the City’s design consultant is nearing the completion of plans for phase I.  The project was divided into two phases due to budget constraints, with the first phase focusing on the areas critical to serve the anticipated traffic resulting from the opening of the new Raleigh Convention and Conference Center in 2008.  A public meeting was held on June 7, 2007 to present the design for comment.  It is now appropriate to present the project to City Council to consider final authorization of the project.  A report was in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the design plans and authorize staff to proceed with plan completion and advertisement for bids.

City Manager Allen explained the item.

Richard Adams, Kimley-Horne, pointed out this is Phase I and utilizing a powerpoint gave the boundaries of the project which extends from South Saunders to Wilmington information on the proposed two hour parking locations for Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., lane adjustments and channelization in the various blocks.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the recommendations.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

POLICE – CHOICE PROJECT 200 DAY REPORT – RECEIVED
Captain T. Earnhardt and Kristen Rosselli of the Raleigh Police Department highlighted the following report which was received in the City Council members’ agenda packet.

200-Day CHOICE Project Summary

Presented to City Council on 9/5/07

Captain Tom Earnhardt & Kristen Rosselli, RPD
100-Day Report to Community Recap
On May 24, 2007, The CHOICE Project’s 100-Day Interim Report & HopeFeast were held at Chavis Park Community Center.  About 60 community members, service providers, mentors, police, and The CHOICE Project participants and their family members participated.  They heard about the 100-day successes, challenges and next steps for the four project initiatives.  Otis Lyons, Campaign4Change and Lead Mentor, produced and showed a short video with testimonials from many of the participants about positive changes in their lives as a result of The CHOICE Project and My Brother’s Keeper Team, which provides the wrap-around case management and community mobilization services for this initiative. 

Following the formal presentation, the Triangle Lost Generation Taskforce hosted the HopeFeast, which gave everyone an opportunity to share a meal and talk about potential solutions and future opportunities for The CHOICE Project.  The purpose of the HopeFeast is to create a positive and uplifting environment for The CHOICE Project participants to feel support and commitment from the community and their mentors.   HopeFeasts are held monthly.  
Summary of Successes in 1st 200 Days
· 42% reduction in violent crime

· Street drug dealing and gang visibility significantly reduced

· 25 violent offenders arrested during the initial phase of the project 

· 14 of 16 non-violent drug offenders successfully participating in this diversion program 
· Reduction in loitering and traffic
· Organized multi-agency team to address chronic street-level prostitution
· Receiving positive feedback from the community
· Southeast Raleigh Assembly’s CPTED Pilot Project implemented
Summary of Challenges in 1st 200 Days
· Improve physical conditions in area

· Increase community involvement in crime prevention efforts

· Continue to build trust between community and police

· Continue to address street prostitution in this and surrounding areas

· Investigate outside neighborhood concerns about crime displacement 
· Link ex-offenders to job training and opportunities

· Link drug-involved to mental health and substance abuse services
· Lack of education and transportation are serious barriers for those in this diversion program
Summary of Next Steps
· Evaluate program in January 2008 (end of project)

· Reduce drug crimes and prostitution in target area without resulting in displacement
· Implement CPTED recommendations

· Increase communications between police and community

· Increase involvement of City services to improve physical conditions

· Engage more community members 
· Make connecting to resources easier

Overview of The CHOICE Project Participants
Fourteen of the original 16 project participants remain in the program.  Below is an overview of the 14 participants:

· 12 males and 2 females, ranging from ages 18 to 72 years

· 8 are parents of 31 children (ranging from 2 to 7 children each)  
· 3 have high school diplomas (or equivalency) and 1 is working on GED

· 2 are working and 4 previously held jobs during the program
· 1 has become a positive leader for other youth

· 1 of 2 is no longer involved in a gang

· 1 is in residential drug/alcohol treatment, 3 have attempted drug/alcohol rehab and 1 has completed an residential treatment program
· 3 have mental health issues and 3 have serious physical health issues

· At least 3 have a learning disability

· 2 are on disability and 1 is applying for disability benefits

· 1 resides in assisted-living housing due to disability

· None are selling drugs and most are not using drugs or alcohol 

· Some are self-motivated to make positive changes in their lives and the remaining require constant encouragement and attention
· 2 are currently in jail for non-drug charges 
· All say that they are grateful for this program

The CHOICE Project Objectives

Dangerous street drug markets seriously harm residents and neighborhoods.  Law enforcement’s hard work against drug markets has not produced the long-term results the police and the community want to achieve.  In addition, street dealers are at risk of compiling felony criminal histories, which seriously affect their ability to make positive lifestyle choices and achieve future success.  
Objectives of Project

1. Eliminate street drug dealing and associated violence in the pilot project area.

2. Increase positive behaviors and lifestyle choices among non-violent offenders in the pilot project area.

3. Increase the community’s perception of safety and quality of life in the pilot project area.

4. Develop a successful approach that can be replicated in other areas.  

Project Boundaries
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. to Hoke Street and South Wilmington to Garner Road

For more information about The CHOICE Project, contact Kristen Rosselli, RPD, 
at Kristen.rosselli@ci.raleigh.nc.us or 890-3865.

In going over the highlights Captain Earnhardt pointed out we have not completed this project.  It has been a very good undertaking and we are a little better than halfway through the process.  Kristen Rosselli pointed out in January we will be doing a formal evaluation and make recommendations as to whether we should take on another site location or what.  Mr. West praised the effort and offered kudos to the Police Department for breaking out of the box and doing this work pointing out it is the envy of many cities in the area.  
Mr. Crowder pointed out as they were looking at other areas of the city to make sure they were not just relocating a problem and questioned if they looked at any cross section of demographics and what the police department sees as possibilities for expanding the program.  Captain Earnhardt indicated they have to be very careful not to simply relocate the problem.  He stated they have been in contact with other CACs and they are continuously looking at crime statistics in other districts and they have not noticed any relocation of problems.  In talking about whether to extend the program city-wide they talked about the type of support structure that is available in the pilot area such as the Safety Club, Passage Homes, etc.  How the department is looking at the results, the various statistics, the demographics involved were talked about at length.  What would be looked at in trying to move into other areas of the city was also talked about.  The assistance of the infrastructure that was in place including Passage Home and the Safety Club was talked about.  Whether the contract with Passage Home is sufficient was discussed with Ms. Rosselli pointing out they feel they understated the need.  In the future if we choose to do this again we would need to study the cost involved, etc.  Rhonda Russell, Passage Homes pointed out there are a lot of factors involved.  Everyone has been amazed at how much it takes to put a program such as this together.  The cost involved, work involved was touched on with Ms. Russell expressing appreciation to the City for giving them an opportunity to be involved.  The possibility of getting additional grants to do this program was touched on with it being pointed out all involved are always applying for grants.  Ms. Taliaferro stated as we work to potentially expand the program she would hope that the city would work on something like the Safety Club in the 23 social service networks is very important and she questioned how we interact with Wake County with it being pointed out every one is working together.  The Council commended the Police Department for a job well done with it being pointed out the next report will be in the January/February timeframe.  Mr. Isley expressed appreciation to Interim Chief Sholar for the great job he did in sticking with this program.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

PARKS ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE BUILDING – NAMING THE FRANK E. EVANS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

The Parks, Recreation, and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB) received an application signed by Ersell Liles on behalf of a committee of retired Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department employees requesting consideration to name the Wade Avenue Administration Office Building located at 2401 Wade Avenue the “Frank E. Evans Administration Office” after Frank E. Evans, former Parks and Recreation Director, who passed away January 2007.  It was noted that Mr. Evans died in January 2007 and that the three year waiting period had not yet passed, however the PRGAB agreed that Mr. Evans had made significant contributions to the community and would like to waive the waiting period in this case.  In compliance with Resolution (2005)-681, appropriate public notifications and press releases were made.  With no opposition to the request, on August 16, 2007 the PRGAB voted to recommend the naming request to City Council for consideration.

Recommendation:  Approve the naming of the Wade Avenue Administration Office, at 2401 Wade Avenue, the “Frank E. Evans Administration Office. 

Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION BUDGET – DIRECTION GIVEN – ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Manager include in the proposed 2008/2009 budget $10,000 for the Human Relations Commission Unity Breakfast and Forum.  The Committee recommends that the Human Relations Commission request for support of and participation in cultural events and festivals be referred to budget session to consider along with all other requests.  The Committee is holding the item to further consider the request for the creation of a new staff position and work on an inventory of existing policies, programs, etc.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – ENHANCEMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM PROPOSAL – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval of the following proposal and funding through the Community Enhancement and Capacity Building Program.

Raleigh NC Alumni Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.
$6,039.20

Glory to Glory Ministries House of Refuge
$50,000.00

Urban Ministries - Pallet storage system
$7,000.00

The Committee recommends denial of the proposal from the Philippian Community Church and Raleigh International Church.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (Kekas absent and excused).  

SURPLUS PROPERTY – 121 PENNY STREET – GARNER – DECLARED
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council declare property at 121 Penny Street, Garner, North Carolina surplus property available for sale subject to the upset bid process.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TEXT CHANGE – CAR WASH FACILITIES – CERTIFIED WATER RECLAMATION PROGRAM – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends City Council refer to the Public Works Committee the concept of requiring future car wash facilities to have certified water reclamation systems.  This item is being held in Committee for additional discussion.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.   Mayor Meeker stated with that objection the recommendation would be followed.
TEXT CHANGE – DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT – DENSITY STANDARDS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the item Downtown Overlay District/Density Standards be reported out of committee with no action taken.  Mayor Meeker stated without objection the item would be removed as recommended.

ZONING – INCLUSIONARY – REFERRED TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION
Chairperson Crowder reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends this item be reported out of Committee and that the issue of Inclusionary Zoning be referred to the Planning Commission to be discussed with TC-5-07, O&I Districts Intensity Limitations.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – SEPTEMBER 11 MEETING CANCELLED

Mr. Isley reported he has to be in court on Tuesday therefore he did not think there would be a Law and Public Safety Committee.  During the night portion of the meeting, Mayor Meeker reported the September 11 Law and Public Safety Committee is cancelled.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC – NO PARKING ON PORTIONS OF ROWAN STREET AND PAMLICO DRIVE – APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendation and adopt an ordinance creating No Parking zones on the north side of Rowan Street between Gates Street and Pamlico Drive, on the west side of Pamlico Drive between Rowan Street and Lassiter Mill Road, and on the east side of Pamlico Drive beginning at Rowan Street southward 175 feet.

If approved, amend Traffic Schedule No. 13 as follows:

Rowan Street, north side, between Gates Street and Pamlico Drive.


Pamlico Drive, west side, between Rowan Street and Lassiter Mill Road.


Pamlico Drive, east side, beginning at Rowan Street southward 175 feet.
On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 289.

NAMEGRAMS PROJECT – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendation and approve the project with the understanding that volunteers will attach the tags to a string and hang them on the bottom 2 feet of the tree canopy along Fayetteville Street on November 9 in time for the November 10 Veterans Day Parade and will remain in place for 2 weeks; at which time, the tags will be removed.  A copy showing how the tags will be hung was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  In response to questioning it was pointed out the volunteers are trying to create another event to remove the tags if not staff would do that.  The motion as stated was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – EAST LAKE ANNE DRIVE VARIANCE – APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends approval of the variance with the following conditions.

a. The property owner constructs his driveway of 10 inches of gravel, on a bed a minimum 20 feet wide with a minimum of 30 feet vertical clearance to ensure access to the property by police, fire, or other emergency apparatus.

b. It is understood the property owner is not absolved from assessments for the future extension of East Lake Ann Drive;

c. Staff will withhold the Certificate of Occupancy until the property owner provides documentation of the recombination of Lots 17 and 18 into one lot.

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker.  Mr. Stephenson asked about the length of the variance and the existing public street.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
TRAFFIC – SUTTON DRIVE – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN; ITEM HELD IN COMMITTEE

Ms. Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that staff be directed to begin the process for the installation of sidewalk on the west side of Daniels Street from Smallwood Drive northward to the existing sidewalk.  

The Committee further recommends that the Council adopt an ordinance to establish a No Parking zone on the west side of Woodburn Road from Smallwood Drive northward to Wade Avenue.
If approved, amend Traffic Schedule No. 13 as follows:


Woodburn Road, west side, from Smallwood Drive, northward to Wade Avenue.

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out there was a serious of recommendations and questioned if the other recommendations will be considered with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out the item is being held in committee for further consideration.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  See Ordinance 289.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

BENTLEY RIDGE – WATER METER LINES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Isley pointed out there seems to be a cross up of waterlines and meters at Bentley Ridge and staff has been working with the Homeowners Association to get the problem resolved.  He stated it seems to be a problem of which unit goes with which meter.  The property owners are anxious to have the situation resolved.  He asked that Administration continue working with Brentley Ridge and if the problem cannot be resolved to let him know and the item could be referred to Public Works Committee.

WATER CONSERVATION – ISSUES PRESENTED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he had been contacted by some of his continuants relative to concerns about the water conservation ordinance.  He stated the days of watering are Tuesday and Wednesday.  He stated the comments he received was whether it could be moved to the weekend as a lot of families are dual workers and it is hard for them to water during the week.  It makes it a hardship.  People are normally at home and doing yard work on the weekends.  He asked that Administration take a look at that in future changes if there are changes or stages.  

SOLID WASTE – TRASH BINS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder pointed out there is a lot of turnover of tenants in his district particularly now that school has started again.  He stated once again the issue of trash carts remaining on the streets is becoming an issue.  He asked that Administration look at the situation and ways to notify property owners and tenants of the rules and regulations.  
CAC – WORKSHOP – SCHEDULED
Mayor Meeker pointed out the CAC workshop has been scheduled for October 16, from 5:00 p.m. til 7:00 p.m.  The location will be announced later.  In response to questions from Mr. Stephenson it was pointed out that Gordon Whitaker of the Institute of Government or one of his associates will be the facilitator.
SMOKING IN PARKS – REFERRED TO PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Meeker talked about an email he received about a person spending a lot of time picking up cigarette butts at Pullen Park.  The email questioned why the City allows smoking in parks which are normally full of children.  He stated the question is should we restrict smoking in parks particularly in the children’s play area.  Without objection the item was referred to Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.

QUAIL HOLLOW – EASEMENT – STAFF COMMENDED
Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to Donna Jackson and the Public Utilities staff who went above and beyond the call of duty recently in connection with utility problems in the Quail Hollow Drive area.  The situation involved clearing of an easement and concern of the people along Quail Hollow Drive about losing trees.  She stated she feels everyone is on board and expressed appreciation to the staff for their work on this issue.

TRANSIT – AIR CONDITIONING ON BUSES – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Taliaferro stated she had received a lot of complaints about air conditioning not working on the Capital Area Transit buses.  She stated she understands a lot of the buses have no air conditioning and that causes problems in this extreme heat for the riders and the drivers.  
Later in the meeting, Mr. Crowder stated he understood NCSU had very generously sold the City of Raleigh some of the Wolfline buses.  He questioned if that is true pointing out he understood the buses are not air conditioned.  Public Works Director Dawson pointed out the CAT system is aging, we have about 13 new buses on order but they have not arrived.  We have had challenges keeping the air conditioning running and keeping some of the buses on the road.  Our mechanics have been working overtime.  He stated the City was able to lease six of the Wolfline buses and put them on the road to help in this maintenance crisis.  He stated they were leased on a short term basis and they do have air conditioning but he could not say that every bus has working air conditioning on every run.

WEDDINGTON DRIVE – ACCESS TO PROPERTY DUNN DRIVE AREA – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Ms. Taliaferro spoke briefly about a problem on Weddington Drive and access to commercial property on Dunn Road.  She asked that the issue be referred to Public Works Committee.  The item was so referred.

CROSSWALKS – FORUM DRIVE/SIX FORKS ROAD – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Craven asked that the transportation staff look at the possibility of installing pedestrian crosswalks on Forum Drive in the facility of Six Forks Road.  He stated there is crosswalk across Six Forks Road and asked about the possibility of crosswalks on Forum Drive pointing out there are a number of pedestrians trying to get over to the shopping center particularly at lunch time.  The item was referred to Administration.

POLICE AND OTHER PERSONNEL – COMMENDED

Mr. Craven pointed out Mildred Rogers is the lady who became disoriented and lost and was found dead.  He stated a friend of the family wanted the Raleigh Police Department and all others who helped in searching for Ms. Rogers to know how grateful the family is.  He stated they were very grateful to the Raleigh Police Department for all of their efforts and to the hard work and kind help offered by Detectives Dupree and Davenport.  Mr. Craven asked that this information be passed along to everyone and at the same time echo the City Council’s appreciation to the Police and others for a job well done in this sad situation.

PARKS BOND – 2007 – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Craven questioned if it is too late to modify the language on the upcoming parks bond to include use of the money, if the bonds pass, for the purchase of the Dix property.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the language is such that the money could be used for that project if the Council so desires.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Council has a policy of approving a list of projects that will be undertaken if a bond issue is passed.  The language may be such that the Dix property could be added; however, he feels the Council should be very careful making sure that what is presented to the people is what is done with the money.  He stated his thoughts, should we ever reach an agreement with the State, that there are ways to use the acquisition money in the bond to help pay for the Dix property.  Mr. Craven pointed out if we do find ourselves in a position of the State being cooperative and agreeing to sell the property, we may have a short window to react.  He stated he doesn’t know if the City Council has any desire to change the language in the promotional piece to include the possibility of purchasing the Dix property.  Mr. Crowder pointed out he is a huge proponent of being able to purchase the Dix property; however, his constituents have seen bond money be reallocated and it concerns him if we start talking about a switch and bait.  He stated if we change the priorities prior to election that is one thing but he does not want to see us change the priorities after the election.  He stated we can use certificates of participation to purchase the land if that becomes a possibility.  
Mayor Meeker pointed out the General Assembly did not act and the ban on the State doing something is about to expire.  He stated the discussions on what to do with the Dix property are probably going to have to start all over.  He pointed out may be the City and State could get together in some sort of tri-party agreement to develop the land for park purposes or whatever, there are a lot of ideas floating around but nothing concrete.

CHAVIS PARK – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. West pointed out there seems to be a lot of discussions about efforts to rename Chavis Park.  He asked the City Manager to comment on that rumor.  City Manager Allen pointed out there had been some discussions relating to the needs at Chavis Park but a name change for Chavis Park is nothing that anyone in the city administration has suggested or considered.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Downtown Parking Task Force – One Vacancy – Johnathan Parker – 3 (Crowder, Meeker, Stephenson) Mike Schaul – 4 (Taliaferro, West, Craven, Isley).  The Mayor suggested a second vote be taken since no nominee received 5 votes.  A second was taken with Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson voting for Mr. Parker and Ms. Taliaferro, Mayor Meeker, Mr. Craven, Mr. West and Mr. Isley voting for Mr. Schaul; therefore Mr. Schaul was elected.
Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Jan Mueller – 7 (All Council members except Kekas who was absent and excused).  Ms. Mueller was appointed to the Human Relations Commission.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

A letter of resignation has been received from Jeffrey B. Parsons.  Mayor Meeker nominated Paul Black.  Mrs. Taliaferro nominated Stan Williams and Mr. Isley nominated Jim Poole.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.
DOWNTOWN HOUSING IMPROVEMENT COOPERATION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The terms of Andrew Holland, James T. Quinn and Todd A. Jones, II are expiring.  Mr. Holland is not eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Quinn and Mr. Jones are eligible.  Mayor Meeker nominated Mr. Quinn and Mr. Jones.  Mayor Meeker and Mr. Stephenson nominated John Samuel Crutchfield.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

A letter of resignation has been received from Keir Morton.  Mr. Isley nominated Jane Forde.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – YOUTH MEMBER VACANCY – NO NOMINATIONS MADE

During the last Council meeting, the City Council took action to increase the membership of the Human Relations Commission by designating one slot for a youth member.  It would be appropriate to make nominations.  No nominations were made.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – NOMINATIONS MADE

The term of David Belvins is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Craven and Ms. Taliaferro nominated Mr. Belvins.  The item will be carried over to the next meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

CLOSED SESSION – ITEMS ADDED

City Attorney McCormick indicated he had asked for a closed session as he would like to provide a report and seek direction on a workman’s comp claim and a real estate update.  Mr. Stephenson asked that an item relative to the flooding of the property in the Carolina Pines area be added to the closed session.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED

Minutes of the August 7, 2007, Council meeting and minutes of the August 28, 2007, joint meeting with the Wake County School Board were presented.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 7-0 vote.
TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A proposed resolution adjusting, rebating or refunding penalties, exemptions and relieving interest for late listing of property for ad valorem taxes is in the agenda packet.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 346.
SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1315 – CRAFTSMAN DRIVE – PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED

The following preliminary assessment roll was presented.  Adoption, which would set a public hearing to consider confirmation of cost on Tuesday, October 2, 2007, is recommended.

Sewer AR 1315 - Craftsman Drive (P.U. 2003-10)

Mayor Meeker moved approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 347.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(2) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding settlement of a workman’s compensation claim, real estate matter and the flooding issue as suggested by Mr. Stephenson and pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(2) for the purpose of preventing premature disclosure of the winners of the 2007 Sir Walter Appearance Award.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as read.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted and the Council went into closed session at 3:17 p.m.
The Council reconvened in open session at 4:00 p.m. with the Mayor reporting the Council had met with staff and the City Attorney and reviewed the recommendations for the Sir Walter Raleigh Awards and had given instructions on the other issues.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed until 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/CC09-05-07

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting on Wednesday, September 5, 2007 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina.  All Council members were present except Mr. Isley and Ms. Kekas who were absent and excused.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker talked about the City of Raleigh Summer Youth Employment program pointing out we have just completed our 21st year of this program, 587 applications were taken this year and the program is funded for only 160.  Twenty (20) departments/divisions participated in the program.  It was explained that 34 youth participants were nominated by their supervisors to receive the outstanding youth employee award.  The following six were selected:  Antonio Carter – Hinton, Parks and Recreation; Marlene Eaton – Parks and Recreation; Brittany Jones – Community in Schools, Kirk Lintelman, Parks and Recreation; Fa’lon Thomas and Brandon Winston – Information Technology.  Each person introduced themselves, told of the work they did and talked about their experience through the program and the hope to participate in the program in future years.
Mayor Meeker stated efforts are being made to work with some of the larger employers in Wake County in the hopes of expanding this program to the private industry.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

RALEIGH HALL OF FAME – LOCATION IN CONVENTION CENTER – CONCEPT APPROVED; FUNDING REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

L. Merritt Jones, Chair of the Raleigh Hall of Fame, explained the third induction ceremony will be held in Meymandi Hall on September 13, 2007.  He invited everyone to attend pointing out we will celebrate the contributions of 14 individuals and 2 nonprofit organizations which have contributed greatly to the City of Raleigh.  He stated the purpose of the visit before the Council tonight is to ask the City Council to partner with the Hall of Fame in their proposal for a display exhibit in the new Raleigh Convention Center.  On July 10 the group presented the design concept of this exhibit to the Convention Center Commission and received their approval.  He expressed appreciation to Steve Schuster, Clearscapes and Mike Williams, City of Raleigh Public Affairs Department for designing the presentation and the visuals he is utilizing to explain the exhibit they propose.  He pointed out the location of the Salisbury Street entrance noting the prominence of the location they have chosen for the exhibit being in a main thoroughfare for people going up and down escalators to meeting rooms, restrooms, etc.  It is across from a retail sales room and business center.  He utilized a powerpoint presentation showing the layout of the convention center, details of the specific location of the proposed digital display made of LCD video screens which will display imagines about 5 feet by 8 feet on the wall, includes an information monitor and described the specific location chosen.  He explained how the information monitor would work and give information on any and all of the inductees to the Hall of Fame.  It will include pictures, descriptions, contributions, etc.  He presented slides showing the controller pedestal, touch monitor, etc.  
Mayor Cates, board member, past present and one of the founders of the Raleigh Hall of Fame pointed out the site was chosen because of its prominence in the building.  She stated this would be the only exhibit totally about Raleigh, his people and history.  The Convention Center has approved this exhibit space for the Raleigh Hall of Fame use.  They chose this design because they felt it would be up to the high standards of the Hall of Fame and the Convention Center.  It was also one of the lowest of three designs studied and is estimated to be in the $80,000 to $100,000 range.  She stated this is a highly visible space which can be used in many other ways to promote the City of Raleigh, it’s programs and projects.  She stated when they first started talking about the possibilities of the exhibit they had no idea about the cost.  They also did not know they would have to come up with the money in a year’s time.  She stated it is imperative that we move along with the work being done in the Convention Center and finish when they do.  They need to tell the Convention Center by September 10 exactly how to install the proposed exhibit.  She stated however they realize there was no way they could do this and raise the money alone.  They also realized that the Hall of Fame would not need the exhibit everyday year round so they advocate the exhibit space being for the convention center use, City of Raleigh use as well as the Raleigh Hall of Fame use.  For joint use they proposed that they pay ½ of the cost of the exhibit and afterwards it would be owned by the City if the City could come up with the additional funds.  They would like to propose that the City enter into a partnership with the Hall of Fame for dual use of the space, issues that need to be worked out could be in the form of a contract or memorandum of understanding.  They are asking that the Council approve the Hall of Fame use of the space as the Convention Center Commission has done and that the City support the concept of a partnership where they share the use and cost.  
Mayor Meeker moved that the Council approve the installation and the concept as presented with the fund raising questions being referred to Budget and Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Crowder asked about the cost of the other proposals with it being pointed out one was in the neighborhood of $268,000.  The motion to approve the space and the concept of the exhibit and to refer the funding of the other half and the working partnership to Budget & Economic Development Committee was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote (Kekas, Isley absent and excused).
LATTA HOUSE – PARTNERSHIP PROPOSAL – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Mayor Meeker stated he had previously been excused from participation in discussion of this item so he left the table and turned the meeting over to Mayor Pro Tem West.

Judith Guest, 6501 Golden Lantern Court, representing the Latta House Foundation, gave a detailed history of the Latta house, the Latta House Foundation, the property being purchased by Adryon Clay, the historic landmark designation, the history of the 1.97 acres of land and the school, the work of the Foundation, the mission statements, involvement of the City in the past through grants to help stabilize, the Foundation being disbanded, and reconstitution, work volunteers and others have done to help protect the property, lack of work and enforcement that allowed the property to decline, involvement of others including Senator Janet Cowell, the caretaker, various Council members, the neighborhood, etc.  She talked about the area and pointed out the Latta House is just one of the landmarks disappearing from the Oberlin Community.  She talked about signage that was approved by the City but has never been installed.  She talked about the need to come together and proceed jointly.  Reverend H. B. Pickett, Jr. spoke in support of the efforts of this group pointing out he has been a part of Historic Oakwood for a long time.  He stated he wants everyone to do what they can to make sure the dreams of the people who established the Oberlin Community will become a legacy.  Saving the Latta House property will help do that.
Mr. West talked about the Latta House Foundation and the city’s role in terms of facilitating this process.  Mr. Crowder suggested putting the item into Budget & Economic Development Committee to help, understand all of the dialogue, and get a report from the staff on the sign.

Greg Paige, an artist in the community talked about his partnership and involvement with the Latta House and the Latta House Foundation.  He told of his work and involvement over the last seven years including participating in festivals, about the desire to work with the City to help preserve the historic landmark pointing out the preservation should be more than just a plan.  He talked about the vision for the area such as building a community center which would house workshops, hold the artifacts, studios, etc.  He stated a lot of things could be done to celebrate the heritage if they just had a building.  Mr. West stated he would like to make this a win/win situation and he feels we are headed in the right direction.  Approximately 15 persons stood in support of some type partnership to help save the area.  
Joseph Holt, 8500 Kenmore Drive, pointed out he is the son of the Oberlin Community and spoke in support of efforts to preserve the legacy and the historical aspects.

Attorney Charles E. Raynal, IV, reiterated information he had provided the Council in the past relative to his client, Ms. Clay, and her desires to keep this as park and/or open space.  He stated his client hopes she will soon be in the position to convey the property to the City of Raleigh or some other public entity.  There are a number of issues such as legal, financial, etc. that have to be worked out, it just takes time.  He stated he feels it would be appropriate for the new owner of the property to have a place at the table.  He stated if the City takes action now he fears it will cloud his client’s ability to transfer the property.  She is deeply interested in the issues and shares the views of many as to the protection of the property.  
Mr. Crowder stated the item is being referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee and he looks forward to seeing Ms. Clay as a part of this discussion.  Without further discussion, the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee and Mayor Pro Tem West turned the chair back over to the Mayor.

NUTRIENT REDUCTION FEE - NEUSE CROSSING – WITHDRAWN

Stacy Thrash had requested permission to discuss acceptance of a partial payment for the nutrient reduction fee relating to Neuse Crossing Development.  Ms. Thrash was not at the meeting therefore the item was withdrawn with no action taken.

DISCRIMINATION ISSUES – WITHDRAWN

Warren Muhammad had asked for permission to speak to the Council on the issue of discrimination.  Mr. Muhammad stated he would withdraw that request at this time.

PARKING CITATION – 1100 GARNER ROAD – FEE WAIVED

Warren Muhammad, 1103 Garner Road, pointed out he had a vehicle parked at the top of his driveway but he got a citation for parking on the sidewalk.  He stated he called Park Raleigh and they sent him an appeal form.  The appeal form was dated June 27; however, the citation was dated July 20.  There are some conflicts.  He pointed out in his appeal he made the statement that the truck has been parked in his driveway, it was moved to the top of the driveway for easier access.  The people who poured the sidewalk and top part of the driveway did not do it properly they paved the sidewalk over the driveway.  He stated his appeal was heard and the citation was upheld and he was told the only other avenue was come to the City Council.  He again stated the sidewalk was poured improperly and he does not feel the citation is justified.  In response to questioning he stated it was a $20 citation.  City Manager Allen pointed out the staff has investigated this pointing out the vehicle did block the sidewalk.  Mr. Muhammad pointed out someone needs to go out and look as the sidewalk was poured incorrectly.  Mr. Stephenson moved that the $20 citation fee be waived.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas, Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.
STREET IMPROVEMENTS – SANDY FORKS ROAD – DELAYED

Robert D. Bender had requested permission to address the Council relative to repaving Sandy Forks Road.  The City Clerk reported Mr. Bender had requested that his item be deferred until November 7.  The item was so deferred.

COMMUNITY ACCESS TELEVISION – POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – WITHDRAWN

Drew Wofford, had requested permission to discuss policies and procedures relating to Community Access TV.  It was reported by the City Clerk that Mr. Wofford had withdrawn his request and would reschedule it later.  
TRANSIT – CONCERNS RELATIVE TO ART PROGRAM, PEACE STREET TRAFFIC PATTERN AND OTHER CONCERNS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Harold Dover pointed out he would like to invite the City Council, Police Chief and any other interested person to take a trip around Southeast Raleigh with him so that he can show what is happening including drug dealers, prostitution, etc.  He stated he would be glad to provide transportation, box lunches, etc.  He stated he has called the Police Department, they have come out but there is still a lot of criminal type activity going on in the area.  He stated people just cannot walk the street safely and until you see it, you will not believe what is going on.
Mayor Meeker stated he is interested in taking Mr. Dover up on the trip and if other Council members are, may be they can get together, check with the City Manager and see if a trip could be put together.

Mr. Dover stated he had expressed concern about the Peace Street traffic pattern change.  Since he had sent in the form to appear before City Council two signs have appeared.  He stated however because of the location of the railroad, it is hard to see the signs and he feels it would be better to move the signs a little to the west so people could see them.  He talked about the problem with the channelization and people not being familiar with that.  He expressed appreciation for the signs that have been installed.

Mr. Dover indicated his third concern relates to the ART Program and the new procedures being implemented relative to using a computer program to determine the price of a trip as opposed to using the meter.  He pointed out the problem they see is that the taxicab meter fare is going to be ignored and that violates city code.  He pointed out the taxi industry is regulated by the City of Raleigh and meters are inspected and are used.  They do not use computer software so he would questioned what the ART Program is using computer software.  He stated anyone who has used that type software knows it is just so accurate and requires a great deal of oversight.  He stated they used to receive a reconciliation report if there were discrepancies in the actual fare and the map fare but they no longer receive those reports and there is no way to discover or determine the discrepancies.  He talked about problems in using the map software stating sometimes you cannot go the most direct route and refer to problems with accidents, problems with maneuver one-way streets to get to appropriate parking for handicapped, etc.  He talked about why the City was going to the computer software and the problems he sees.
City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided Council with a pretty extensive report.  It is felt the software works well and is used by many other municipalities, associations, etc.  Ms. Taliaferro questioned if the Transit Authority has looked at this.  She questioned what does happen when there is an accident or some type detour which causes the driver to have to go 3, 4 or more blocks out of the way.  After brief discussion it was agreed to direct the City Manager to have someone contact Mr. Dover and talk about his concerns.

CHAVIS PARK – REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – RECEIVED
Welton Jones had requested permission to have a follow-up report relative to his request made in July regarding the alleged removal of the train from Chavis Park and the replacement of the missing plane from Chavis Park.  City Manager Allen pointed out work is being done to provide Mr. Jones an answer but we do not have the report yet.  He stated we are looking into the documentation of the park and make sure we have all of the information correctly.  Mr. Jones talked about the airplane that was in Chavis Park, talked about his understanding that a carousel house is being built to house the carousel at Chavis, the fact that people say they do not go to Chavis because there is nothing to do.  He talked about work that was supposed to go on but the people left.  He talked about the condition of the track, and compared it to the track at NCSU, talked about the need to have something to do at the park including replacing the airplane, etc.  He asked for the information.  It was agreed that the information would be made available as soon as possible.

DOWNTOWN EAST DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL – RECEIVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Daniel Coleman, 517 Rock Quarry Road presented the following prepared statement:

I stand before you tonight in the employ of Large Small Graphics, LSG, Inc. and more specifically Mr. Wayne Branch, CEO.  Mr. Branch will speak to you later about himself and LSG. 

About 25 years ago we developed the Downtown East Redevelopment Plan

I tried to capture the impact of that Redevelopment Plan on the commerce that was an integral part of Downtown East then.  If you note the boxes that are shaded, indicate those businesses are no longer there and probably the city has acquired the property where they existed.  This map indicates that 41 of the 44 businesses are not longer there and that the City probably purchased the sites where they were located.  This translates into a 93%  loss.

Can we correlate the hopelessness and distrust of the community with the lack of commerce?  Yes!   Can we correlate the challenging household incomes with this lack of commerce?  Again, yes!  It is in our best interest to infuse commerce, especially that commerce that will provide the much needed sustenance that this community so desperately needs?  Yes, yes again!
Now just a little bit more history.  In 1947 a young businessman by the name of Mr. Charles Irving, Sr. rented office space at 128 E. Hargett St, in the Montague Building, so he could operate his printing business, that we have come to know as Irving-Swain Printing, only to find out within the first 30 days of occupancy, that for reasons that I will not mention here tonight, that his lease had been terminated and he had to move immediately.   Mr. Irving did not make an issue of it, but rather he went to 305 S. East St. built a building so that he could do printing for his clients.   A lot of those businesses that are now closed came about because of the pioneering efforts of Mr. Irving and many others that wanted to be near downtown.

Now let’s move forward some 40 years to 1986 when Nations Bank entered into a “Master Developers” agreement with the City of Raleigh to facilitate the construction of Founder’s Row and the re-vitalization of the City Market.  Simultaneously the Nations Bank through the capable leadership of Dennis Rash and others and the community activism of people like Pauline Frazier and others demanded that something be done in Downtown East.  I still remember that fateful evening at Roberts Community Center when then City Manager Dempsey Benton came to a community meeting and listened to the heartfelt concerns of all in attendance as to how downtown revitalization would come at the expense of residents of Downtown East, with both residential and commercial, loosing virtually everything.  I told Dempsey that night that I had an awful lot of respect for him because he came; he listened, made no excuses, held his head up high and took it like a man.  When he got back on more familiar ground Genesis I and Genesis II were planned and built to deal with the residential aspect of downtown revitalization.

Now here we are 20 years later, downtown taking off like the Saturn V Rocket, people moving in, household incomes soaring except for the indigenous residents of Downtown East.

We feel that it is time to finish the job began in 1986 under the leadership of then Mayor Avery Upchurch and City Manager Dempsey and you Mayor Meeker, for you, Mayor Meeker were on the council during this time, representing District D.

Genesis III, Downtown East Business Centre, provides the much needed catalyst to off set the years of neglect and deliberate effort (though not mean spirited) to rid this area of the commerce.   Is it coincidental that a printing business will lead the effort or prophetic?  You decide.

Let’s talk about Genesis III, Downtown East Business Centre.

We want to keep the structures there on the site.  There are 4 identifiable built components on the site presently and they are as follows:

Bldg I
Future home of the Debnam Clinic, currently housing the Rex Clinic.  Need I take the time to tell you how important it is that we keep the Debnam Clinic in Downtown Raleigh?   Or have I got to remind everyone in this room of the selfless actions by Dr. George Debnam to share his blessings not only from the exam room or pulpit but with his financial blessings as well.  I can not envision a viable Downtown East without the Debnam Clinic the Debnam family being a strategic component 


Bldg II
Future home of Large Small Graphics, LLC  LSG.  

Wayne will speak for his business but I will state that we will work with the Loss Generation Task Force, Strengthening the Black Family, Evelyn Jervay and others to provide entry level jobs into the printing industry.  By our very presence we will inspire job creations that will satisfy our needs and those of businesses and residents in the central and south central district.

Bldg III
Future home to retail businesses compatible with the community’s and downtown’s needs.  To accomplish this we will work with established economic developers like Raleigh Business Technology Center, the Chamber, the Pacesetter’s program and through personal recruitment efforts to locate businesses that can provide much needed services and put them into ownership situations where they can share in the enormous wealth that downtown will generate both through sale of their services and equity appreciation through owning a piece of Downtown Raleigh.

Bldg IV
It is our intent to identify a non-profit that will reach out to the surrounding community and offer educational opportunities to the children, job enhancement opportunities to their parents and instill a strong businesses sense in the community.  Our initial efforts will be directed towards working with Mrs. Evelyn Jervay.  Who know, perhaps we can put the Carolinian back into an ownership.  That in its self will be rectifying a tragic loss this community had to endure.

OPI
Residential Out Parcel I on Chavis Way.  We will build a 


6-plex Townhouse over Garden unit for home ownership.


It will be our intent to keep the sales price below the $130,000 price range so that when the city’s second mortgage money is applied a family will only have to qualify for a first mortage loan below $100,000.  We welcome this opportunity to show how density can effect reaching more challenging household incomes.

OPII
Residential Out Parcel II on S. East Street.  We will build a 4-plex Townhome for home ownership.  It will be our intent again to keep the sales price below the $130,000 price range so that when the city’s second mortgage money is applied a family will only have to qualify for a first mortgage loan below $100,000.

To accomplish these ambitious goals we need the following concessions and actions from the City:

1.
To sale those parcels we have identified as 1, 2(a), and 3 for their adjusted tax value of $704, 292 (Negotiated sale price)

2.
To take a back, by deed, that area that is identified as City Owned Parking Lot and to provide leased public parking that can be used by Downtown East Business Centre.

3.
That the City defers the collection of and subordinate to any first mortgage the sales price of $704,292 until year 5.  Those options are explained as option (a) or (b)

4.
That the City be willing to pass along through lot releases some pro rata soft second as it relates to the land cost for bldg I, bldg III and bldg IV.

5.
That OP I and PO II not be encumbered by any of the $704, 292 debt or Deed of Trust.

6.
That $30,000 or the prevailing cap be dedicated in City Second Mortgage money or up to for up to 10 units, so as to attract house hold incomes that are more challenging.

7.
That the City assign an ad hoc group consisting of Dan Howe, Dan Douglas, Adriane Cole, Mitch Silver and Ken Bowers to help us in refine our proposal both before and after our BED appearances, assuming that you are sufficiently impressed thus far to send this to BED.

Thank you very much for allowing citizens to present their petitions in this fashion.  I wish now to introduce those members present tonight from our development team,

Wayne Branch, CEO of Large Small Graphics, talked about the work of that group reproducing maps, etc. for various entities.  He told of their company and the fact that they are trying to consolidate their headquarters in the downtown area and try to give back to the City.  He talked about the services and the work of their company.  Joseph Sansom, Mechanics and Farmers Bank spoke in support of the Debnam Clinic being in this location.  He talked about the work of the Debnams through the years.  Paul Debnam, Chief Financial Officer of the NAACP spoke in support of this proposal.

Without further discussion the item was referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.

FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCES – ENFORCEMENT – TO BE HELD UNTIL REPORT RECEIVED

Linda Hamhourger, 201 Brandywine Drive, Cary, representing the Unitarian University Fellowship of Raleigh which she indicated is a congregation of some 500 people, talked about her work through the group and the fact that she has lived in Raleigh over 20 years and pointed out she and others attended a Fair Housing meeting in April and they were very disappointed and ashamed when they learned that the Fair Housing Ordinances are not enforced by the City of Raleigh.  We have ordinances but the City has not funded personnel, etc to enface the ordinances.  A person who lives in Raleigh has to take their complaints to the State Human Relations Commission which has to cover all of the state about 90 counties rely on the State to enforce their ordinance.  She talked about cities that enforce their own ordinances such as Durham and Chapel Hill.  She asked the City of Raleigh to enforce its own fair housing ordinance.

Mayor Meeker questioned how many cases are filed from the City of Raleigh each year.  He pointed out the City has authorize an analysis of impediments and questioned when that report would be available.  He stated he feels it would be good to receive that report which will be in a public meeting and then the concerns could be addressed.  Mr. West talked about the reestablishment of the Fair Housing Hearing Board and their involvements with Ms. Taliaferro pointing out she thought the budget was cut some years ago to avoid duplicating service since the State does enforce the fair housing ordinances.  She stated however we are probably at the size that we do not need to rely on the State for enforcement.  She questioned what kind of volume and what kind of staff we may need to enforce the ordinance.  She stated the request is very timely.  The Mayor asked that the minutes of the previous times this was discussed be pulled and provided to the Council.  He also asked if the Council could get information on the number of complaints that are filed on a yearly basis.
Octavia Rainey stated she thought it is 15 to 20 cases.  She stated the City does not enforce its ordinances, talked about the work of the Fair Housing Hearing Board and the fact that they were told that they could do outreach and education but no money was allocated for the Board.  She stated a city with over 300,000 people should enforce its own ordinance.  She talked about the City receiving federal funding, signing off on agreements with HUD, talked about the lending and the home mortgage reports, how the Raleigh/Durham is and she feels we should be ashamed to let these things continue.  We should enforce our ordinances.  She stated Raleigh is now a rainbow coalition and all should be treated fairly.  She stated we should enforce the ordinances and pointed out HUD will pay for the enforcement if we would simply apply for the funds.  It was agreed to hold the item until the analysis of impediments is received.  
SEWER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1269A - BARWELL ROAD – DISPUTED CHARGES TO BE PAID BY CITY
Helen D. Morgan had requested a reduction in her sewer assessment relating to 1012 Barwell Road.  Mr. West highlighted the following information.

[image: image1.png]A sewer assessment was confirmed by City Council on 3/1/05 against Ms. Morgan’s property at 4012
Barwell Road in the amount of $3,997.00 for the Barwell Road sewer project P.U. 2002-2&5. The basis
for assessment on this project, as approved by Council, was the area served (acreage) method. Ms.
Morgan’s lot was assessed for 1.08 acres as obtained from property information recorded in the Wake
County Register of Deeds office. At the time of confirmation of the sewer assessment, Ms. Morgan’s
property was outside the City limits, therefore her payment obligation was deferred until annexation,
redevelopment of the property or connection onto the line as per City policy. Currently the property is
not connected to city sewer. The property was approved for annexation effective 6/30/07 which has
triggered payment of the sewer assessment. Ms. Morgan has the option to pay her assessment on the 10
year payment plan.

Ms. Morgan is requesting a reduction to her sewer assessment as a result of NCDOT purchasing .11 acres
of her property on 12/19/06 for highway right-of-way subsequent to the city’s confirmation of
assessments for the Barwell Road sewer project. She was compensated $9,700 by NCDOT for the right-
of-way acquisition. If approved by Council,, decreasing her assessable acreage as a result of the
NCDOT’s property acquisition would result in a reduction to her assessment of $408.00 or a total
assessment to Ms, Morgan in the amount of $3,589.00.

Staff has consulted with the City Attorney’s office as to legal or statutory requirement for the
City to adjust Ms. Morgan’s assessment pursuant to NCDOT’s property acquisition and their
comments are attached. )

Under current policy/procedures, the assessment value is set upon City Council confirmation of
the assessment roll. After confirmation, assessments are not reviewed or recalculated due to
property sales. Assessments are typically negotiated through the closing Attorney at closing.




Mr. West stated he had talked to Ms. Morgan at length.  He stated we have followed our own policy and he has no problem with the policy.  He stated he does not feel the closing attorney who helped Ms. Morgan really did what should have been done.  He stated he does not want to set a precedent or change our policy but pointed out if there was anything we could do to help her with the $408 amount reduction it would be good.  He again stated he does not want to do anything to get us in a situation of precedent settings or changing the policy but he hopes in his heart there is something we can do to help her.

City Manager Allen explained the situation.  He pointed out the assessment was levied while the property was outside the city.  The property has now been annexed which triggers the assessment.  He stated we do not run into this often but the City expects the full assessment.  He stated she could pay her assessment over 10 years and again explained if we calculate the assessment as she has requested it would be $408 less.  

Ms. Taliaferro pointed out she had discussed this with Mr. West and she tends to agree.  The policy we have in place is good and she does not want to change the policy but here we have some extenuating circumstances and in her opinion that is why we have City Council contingency.  Ms. Taliaferro moved that the Council appropriate $408 from City Council Contingency to pay contested $408 on Ms. Morgan’s assessment on Barwell Road sewer.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.

ADDRESSES – ASSIGNMENT TO NEW PROPERTIES – REFERRED TO THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

John Monagham, 3701 Hillandale Drive, stated residents had requested permission to discuss assignment of new addresses to existing, developed properties by the Planning Department.

Mr. Monaghan, 3701 Hillandale Drive, pointed out he was representing the residents of the 3700 block of Hillandale Drive.  He stated most of the homes in that block were built in the 60s.  On Friday, August 17 they received a letter from Willa Hinton of the City of Raleigh stating it had come to her attention that the addresses in that block are inconsistent with the City’s policies.  Five persons stood in support of Mr. Monaghan’s concerns.  He stated they had exchanged correspondence with various City personnel including the Planning Director, City Council member Isley, etc.  He stated he has been told the address policy doesn’t have an appeal process.  He spoke at length pointing out he does not understand why it doesn’t have an appeal process and went over the details of the problem he has with the current policy, gave examples of where he does not feel the policy has been followed such as Six Forks Road, spoke to the Development Services information which explains assigning of addresses to streets, etc.  He stated he sees no problem with the addresses on Hillandale and no reason as to why they should be changed.  He feels it would be appropriate to put these back as they were until the issue could be resolved and they could get some advance notice.  He presented information on the policy, talked about the policy that was adopted on June 30, 2007, advance notification needs, etc.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the general issue of the policy and the application of the policy to the 3700 block of Hillandale Drive be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.  Planning Director Silver pointed out the standard procedure Mr. Monaghan is referring to was just recently changed and it should be dated August 30, 2007.  He stated that the change modifies the procedure to show a notice period.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

ANNEXATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARINGS – ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider petitions for the annexation of the following properties.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with the annexation, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2007 and a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.

LOCATION
ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Glenlake Subdivision, Phase 2
E

Jasmine Ridge
B

Harvest Plaza & Intervening ROW
A

Barrington Village & Intervening ROW
C

Raleigh Korean Baptist Church & Intervening ROW
B

3217 Forestville Road/Bailey Property
B

Carolina Stone Products
E

The Mayor opened the hearing on each of the locations.

Paul Brandt, 4919 Shadowbrook Trail, stated it is extremely difficult to find the location of these properties that are proposed for annexation.  He suggested a more detailed description or someway to identify these locations be instituted.  He stated in addition the Raleigh Korean Baptist Church property has been severely damaged.  The trees came down years ago and the property has just been disarray.  He questioned why these specific properties were being annexed.
Planning Director Silver pointed out we can provide a better description on the advertisement.  He stated most of these cases were coming in for annexation as a part of the development process.  City Manager Allen indicated he would have staff look at the condition of the Raleigh Korean Baptist Church property.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties affective December 31, 2007 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Ordinances 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297 and Resolution 348.

WATER ASSESSMENT ROLL 1314A – JONES FRANKLIN ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION CONFIRMING CHARGES ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider confirming charges as outlined in Assessment Roll 1314A - Jones Franklin Road according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-304 adopted on July 10, 2007.  The hearing on this item was held on August 7, 2007, and no one asked to be heard; however, it was directed the item be carried over to this agenda as the correct advertisement had not occurred.  If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed with the confirmation, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 349.  

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – BLUE RIDGE ROAD – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the construction of one-half of a 53 foot back to back street known as Blue Ridge Road curb and gutter street section on the south side with sidewalk from the end of existing improvements to Arbor Drive approximately 210 lineal feet.  Assessments will apply at $32 per lineal foot for paving and $6 for lineal foot for sidewalks.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution directing the project as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 350.

SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 826 EAST MARTIN STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was a hearing to consider directing sidewalk repairs at 826 East Martin Street at an approximate cost of $1,565.  The cost will be assessed against adjacent property owners at 100% according to Code Section 6-2023 of the Raleigh City Code.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution directing the repairs as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 350.

STC-9-07 – THOMPSON CIRCLE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of all of Thompson Circle off Millbrook Road.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law.  (STC-09-07).  The Mayor opened the hearing, Attorney Beth Trahos, representing the property owner pointed out this street closing is coming forth pursuant to a condition of a subdivision approval.  She stated Thompson Circle is not an improved street and there are no easements involved, etc., she asked that the street right-of-way be closed.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution directing the closing as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 352.

STC-10-07 – OLD HICKS LANE – WITHDRAWN

This was a hearing to consider the permanent closing of all of the eastern and western edge of Old Hicks Lane.  The hearing is pursuant to petition, resolution of intent, advertisement and notification as required by law; however, the application has been withdrawn and no action should be taken.  (STC-10-07).  Without objection the item was withdrawn with no action taken.

SNC-1-07 – SOUTHALL ROAD TO PERRY CREEK – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED – TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2, 2008

This was a hearing to consider changing the name of a portion of Southall Road to Perry Creek Road.  (SNC-1-07).  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the Mayor closed the hearing.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 353.
SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT ROLL 375 – VARIOUS SIDEWALK REPAIRS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider confirming charges for sidewalk repairs at various locations according to charges outlined in Resolution 2007-327, Sidewalk Assessment Roll 375 as adopted on August 7, 2007.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Kekas/Isley absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.  See Resolution 354.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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