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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, November 20, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West – Absent & Excused




Tommy Craven




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Joyce Kekas




Russ Stephenson




Jessie Taliaferro

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Father Paul Kalpanis of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council member Jessie Taliaferro.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

ST. DAVID SCHOOL – CLASS RECOGNIZED
James Sutton of the Raleigh City Museum introduced members of the third grade at St. David’s School.  He pointed out that group has been touring the downtown area today learning about State and local government.  Mayor Meeker welcomed the group.

COUNCIL MEMBER WEST – EXCUSED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council Member West is absent and excused from the afternoon and evening meeting.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out there was a ribbon cutting earlier by PRA International which is moving to the Raleigh area from West Virginia.  He told about the history of the company, what they do, pointing out they hope to have 400 to 500 employees in the area.  He welcomed the company to Raleigh.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to everyone who worked so hard to make the 2007 Christmas Parade a success.  He stated the weather cooperated and it was one of the largest crowds he had ever seen at the Christmas parade. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS – MR. CRAVEN, MS. TALIAFERRO AND MS. KEKAS – PLAQUES PRESENTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out this is a time of transition.  It is a bitter sweet day pointing out this is the last meeting of 3 of our City Council Members which between them have 10 years of service on the City Council.  He stated it is a day of mixed emotions and he hates to see them go and presented plaques to Council Members Craven, Taliaferro and Kekas.

In accepting his plaque Mr. Craven stated it had been a very interesting three years.  It was quite an education for him.  He expressed appreciation to the former City Council for appointing him and the voters for electing him to a full term.  He expressed appreciation to the City staff, department heads, City Clerk, City Attorney and City Manager.  He stated he would use humor and referred to a country song that got a lot of play a few years back which had lyrics something along the line “I wish I didn’t know now what I didn’t know then.”  He stated there seems to be something appealing about the life style of being happy and dumb.  He expressed expression to all involved.

In accepting her plaque, Ms. Taliaferro expressed appreciation to her constituents in District B and all of the people she got to know, etc.  She stated it is a terrific part of the City and expressed appreciation for the support given to her.  She expressed appreciation to the staff, the City Attorney, the City Clerk and the City Manager who she stated makes the job of City Council what it is.  They keep the City working everyday.  She expressed appreciation for the City Manager’s ability to answer all of her questions.  She expressed appreciation to her City Council colleagues for making it a fun and educational experiences.  She stated it restores her faith in human nature when she sees how the Council can come to the table with different view points and come up with a great solution.  That is what the Council is all about, helping people solve problems.  She wishes the future Council the best of luck.

In accepting her plaque, Ms. Kekas expressed appreciation for the three years experience she has had on the City Council.  She expressed appreciation to the City Council who appointed her to serve an unexpired term pointing out people had mentioned the possibility of her running for City Council for quite some time but she does not feel she would have ever done so if it had not been for being appointed.  She expressed appreciation to her constituents throughout the City who voted for her and supported her through the years.  She stated her desire to serve goes back to her family roots and her father who was in public service pointing out she was taught that community service is the thing to do as everyone should give back to their community.  He gave one of her favorite quotes “the way to find yourself is to loose yourself in the service of others”.  She expressed appreciation to the City Council and the staff for understanding and helping her through health issues over the past year pointing out she is fine now and she looks forward to doing some of the things that she has put off for so many years.  She talked about Raleigh growing and told of a parable of an older man planting a fig tree with the young man asking why he was doing that as the old man would never see the fig tree grow and mature with the old man saying he was doing it for the future and that is what the City Council does.  Ms. Kekas expressed appreciation to the City Council office staffers Gail Crisp, Donna Hale and Denise Robinson pointing out all of the work they do help make the Council look good.  Ms. Kekas presented Council and staff members with a small token of appreciation.

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to the three members for all of their service to our community.  He stated he feels people will look back upon the last few years as the good old days in which we passed bond issues, tree conservations measures, planned, funded and constructed a new convention center, a new hotel downtown, Fayetteville Street was reopened, etc.  He stated they have been good years and expressed appreciation to all for their service.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  He stated if a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda.  Isabella Cannon Park Master Plan (Stephenson/Crowder); 2008 City Council Meeting Schedule (Isley); Street Closing – 11-07 – Portree Place (Taliaferro/Crowder).  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received a request from the City Manager to add the Leesville Road Wake County Public Schools construction agreement to the Consent Agenda.  The Mayor had provided Council members with a copy of the agreement and information at the Council table.  Without objection the item was added to the Consent Agenda.

Ms. Taliaferro moved administration’s recommendations on the items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – COOK STREET PROPERTY – DECLARATION OF DEED RESTRICTIONS – APPROVED

At their meeting of July 11, 2006, the City Council authorized the sale of City-owned property bound by East Jones, Cooke, East Lane Streets and Seawell Avenue to St. Augustine’s College CDC, Habitat for Humanity and Evergreen Construction Company, pending further land planning on the subject property.  Since the approval, the land has been subject to the subdivision process.  As a condition of subdivision approval, a restrictive covenant limiting the maximum impervious surface area of future development is required to be recorded with the Wake County Register of Deeds.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Mayor to sign the Declaration of Deed Restriction.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT – TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT – CITY OF RALEIGH/WAKE COUNTY/CENTENNIAL AUTHORITY – APPROVED

In April 2007, the City Council and Wake County Board of Commissioners approved the Fourth Amendment to the Tri-Party Agreement with the Centennial Authority allocating an additional $26 million of Interlocal Funds from the current fiscal year until 2021-2022 for capital maintenance programs at the RBC Arena.

Section 3 of the Agreement related to tenant leases and required:

a.
The Gale Force lease term to be extended several years beyond its existing term until 2021-2022.

b.
North Carolina State University would contribute $6 million in equal $400,000 payments per year for 15 years.

The Fifth Amendment (in the agenda packet) as proposed by the Centennial Authority seeks to change Section 3 deleting the requirement for the extension of the Gale Force lease and changing the payment schedule of NCSU, although the total amount of $6 million over 15 years would still be required.  It is expected deletion of the lease extension requirement with Gale Force would actually give the Centennial Authority a better negotiating position and will prevent any delay in the implementation of the Arena Capital Improvements Plan.

The Wake County Board of Commissioners will consider this amendment on Monday, November 19, 2007.

This will also require the same changes to the Thirteenth Amendment to the Revised Interlocal Agreement between Wake County and the City of Raleigh Relating to Room Occupancy and Prepared Food and Beverage Tax Revenues.  A proposed Fourteenth Amendment was included in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the Fifth Amendment to the Tri-Party Agreement and the Fourteenth Amendment to the Revised Interlocal Agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

NEUSE RIVER 2007 BOND PROJECTS – AERIAL SURVEY – CONTRACT AWARDED TO STEWART ENGINEERING

The 2007 P&R Bond Referendum included the Neuse River, Crabtree Creek Extension, and Walnut Creek Extension projects.  The first step in preparing a design for this work is completing a topographic survey.  The most economical and efficient method of obtaining this information is by aerial survey.  An aerial survey must be completed in the winter when the foliage has dropped from the trees.  The City has obtained a fee for doing this work from Stewart Engineering in the amount of $169,900.  The scope of work is the aerial survey and topographic mapping of the Neuse River from Louisburg Road to the Wake-Johnston County line, Crabtree Creek from New Bern Avenue to the Neuse River, and Walnut Creek from Rose Lane to the Neuse River.

Recommendation:  Approve a contract between Stewart Engineering and the City for the preparation of topographic mapping for the Neuse River, Crabtree Creek extension, and Walnut Creek extension in the amount of $169,900.  It is further recommended that the existing Neuse River- Falls River to Falls Lake Dam project funds be utilized to fund this contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – BRIDGE OVER SYCAMORE CREEK – APPROVED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has proposed a municipal agreement with the City of Raleigh to replace the Bridge over Sycamore Creek on Leesville Road.  The City is responsible for the necessary adjustment of any utilities and maintenance of traffic operating controls upon the completion of the project.  NCDOT agrees to acquire the right of way and construct this project.  A copy of the agreement is in the agenda packet.

The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed agreement.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the municipal agreement.   Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

GREATER RALEIGH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU – FUNDING FOR VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER TO BE LOCATED IN THE RALEIGH CITY MUSEUM – APPROVED

The GRCVB requests a $20,000 transfer from their 2007/08 budget reserves in order to make improvements for a Visitor Information Center located in the Raleigh City Museum.  Council members received the following information in their agenda packets.

The Raleigh City Museum and the Greater Raleigh Convention & Visitors Bureau have come to an agreement to open a new Visitor Information Center to be located in the Raleigh City Museum.  Our hope is to have the Center open in the first quarter of 2008.  The museum will offer the space for the Visitor Information Center, valued at $10,000 annually, free of charge.  The GRCVB will staff and supply the materials necessary to operate the center which will be approximately $65,000 annually.

With over 11 million visitors coming to the destination annually and with the opening of Fayetteville Street and the anticipated opening of the Raleigh Convention Center, there is a dire need for street level access for an official Visitor Information Center.  The boards of the Raleigh City Museum and the Greater Raleigh Convention & Visitors Bureau have reviewed all options and believe that the location of the Visitor Information Center in the Raleigh City Museum is an ideal location and one that would serve our visitors with ease.

Funding for the conversion, of approximately 500 square feet of space in order to accommodate the needs of the new Visitor Information Center, is being requested from the GRCVB reserves since this is occurring during this fiscal year following the initial approval of the 2007/08 GRCVB budget.  As is customary and required, the GRCVB Board of Directors must first approve the request then must have approval from both the Raleigh City Council and Wake County Board of Commissioners to transfer funds from GRCVB reserves into the 2007/08 GRCVB budget.  At the November 13, 2007 GRCVB Board of Directors meeting, the board approved the transfer of $20,000 from GRCVB reserves to the 2007/08 GRCVB budget to cover conversion costs of a portion of the Raleigh City Museum in order to open a new Visitor Information Center. 

We ask the Raleigh City Council to approve the transfer of $20,000 from GRCVB reserves into their current 2007/08 budget to cover the cost of converting a portion of the Raleigh City Museum into a new Visitor Information Center.  

Recommendation:  Approve the $20,000 budget transfer from GRCVB reserves.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  

PARK SITE – TROTT-STRICKLAND MASTER PLAN PROCESS OPTIONS – OPTION 2 APPROVED

The City is ready to proceed with the master planning of the Trott-Strickland Park site.  The 37-acre site is located in northwest Raleigh on the north side of Strickland Road, between Ray Road and Leesville Road.  A System Integration Plan (SIP) was prepared for this site in April 2007 to document existing site conditions and constraints and to establish the park’s classification, a neighborhood park, which is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  The next phase is to select a design consultant and develop a Master Plan for this property as a neighborhood park.

A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for the Trott-Strickland Park Site Master Plan will be publicly advertised.  It is desirable to establish the master plan process for the site and include the information of the planning process in the RFQ.  There have been two options for conducting the Master Plan process:

Option 1- Current Master Plan Process/City Resolution (2003) 735

Option 2 - Community Based Meeting and Core Team Format

The cost of consulting services for option 2 Community Based Meeting and Core Team Format is expected to be less as fewer meetings over a shorter period of time are required.  The cost savings are projected to be in the $20,000 to $35,000 range.  Additional cost increases from the longer planning process due to inflation can be avoided using this option.  This process has been used on several recent park master plans with great success.

Recommendation:  Approve Option 2 for the Trott-Strickland Park Site Master Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

EASEMENT SALE – BEDFORD AT FALLS RIVER – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from John Meyers, President of Wakefield Development Company, property owner, to purchase an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the southwest corner of Lot #1205, Bedford at Falls River, located at the intersection of Saint Pauls Square and Mummeret Way in Raleigh.  The sale of the easement is for better lot development.  The Public Utilities Department has permitted the proposed relocation of the sanitary sewer to the right-of-way of a private street.  The property owner is responsible for all costs of the easement sale.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement sale and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Resolution 415.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments:

Community Services - $2,750.88 – to move funds generated from fund raising activities into appropriate accounts

Community Services - $14,000 – to establish line item for transportation funds generated from Wake County.

Finance - $106,473 – to appropriate available fund balance to provide budget for debt service payments related to a NCDOT agreement with the Town of Knightdale that becomes the City’s obligation as a result of the Utility System Merger.

Finance - $204,998 – to appropriate  available fund balance to increase the debt service budget to be incompliance with the Master Agreement relating to Series 2005C Downtown Improvements COPS indenture.

Finance - $1,445,000 – to appropriate available fund balance to increase the debt service budget to be in compliance with the Master Agreement related to Series 2004A Downtown Improvement COPS indenture.

Fire Department - $19,800 – to accept a grant from NC Department of Crime Control and Public Safety for training of the urban search and rescue team and Swift water rescue.

Parks and Recreation - $18,000 – to increase revenue and expenditures to accommodate greater interest and participation in recreation programs and special events conducted at Brier Creek Community Center.

Police $24,981.78 - To budget accounts for a grant awarded by the US Department of Justice for FY08. The grant will reimburse the City 50% of the cost of police vests purchased on/after April 1, 2007.  Grant funds must be appropriated in order to reimburse the General Fund, which purchased the vests.

The agenda outlined the Code Accounts involved in the various budget amendmemts.   Approval of budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West, absent and excused.  See Ordinance 324 TF 80.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following reimbursement thoroughfare facility fee reimbursement contracts.

Thoroughfare Facility Fee Reimbursement Contracts

2008 #1 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Nadco North Carolina, Inc. - Edwards Mill Land Development, LLC/

Edgemont Drive/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $6764.79

2008 #2 Thoroughfare Facility Fee

Nadco North Carolina, Inc. - Edwards Mill Land Development, LLC/

Ed Drive/

Priority 1 Project

Total Reimbursement $72,608.44

Recommendation:  Approve contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  

TRANSFER – PUBLIC UTILITIES – APPROVED

The agenda presented a recommended transfer in public utilities in the amount of $106,000 to provide funds to cover the cost of rental pumps at E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant.  The agenda outlined the code accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the transfer as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

JANITORIAL SERVICES – DOWNTOWN FACILITIES – CONTRACT AWARDED TO ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law proposals for janitorial services at the Raleigh Municipal Building, One Exchange Plaza, Police Annex at 110 South McDowell Street, and 310 West Martin Street facilities were solicited on October 23, 2007.  Proposals were received on October 30, 2007 from five (5) vendors:
Environmental Services

Redlee/SCS

ServiceMaster of Wake County

Kang’s Building Maintenance

Mariana Cleaning

The proposals were evaluated for ability to provide staff presented in the proposal, the quality of service expected, availability of resources to provide services as required, reference recommendations, and meeting RFP requirements.  Environmental Services met all evaluation criteria and submitted the next to lowest priced proposal of $311,895.96 by a difference of $2,331.96 from the lowest bidder.  Environmental Services is a minority owned business and is implementing a green cleaning program.  The lowest bidder added terms and conditions to the proposal not listed in RFP requirements.

Recommendation:  Authorization to execute a janitorial service contract in the amount of $311,895.96 with Environmental Services.  Funds are available in the operating budget.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

GREENBRIER WATERLINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO BILLINGS & GARRETT

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received on October 30, 2007, for the Greenbrier Waterline Replacement Project, with Billings & Garrett submitting the low bid in the amount of $781,889.  Billings & Garrett submitted a 15.09% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Billings & Garrett in the amount of $781,889 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

320-8468-79001-975


Main Replacement

$781,889.00

Transferred To:

320-8468-79202-975


Main Replacement

$781,889.00

Upheld on Consent Agenda – Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

MAXWELL PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT – BID AWARDED TO RALPH HODGE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Pursuant to advertisement as required by law bids were received and publicly opened on October 30, 2007, for the Maxwell Pump Station Improvements Project, with Ralph Hodge Construction Company submitting the low bid in the amount of $1,209,088.50.  Ralph Hodge Construction Company submitted an 18% MWBE participation plan.

Recommendation:  Approve the low bid of Ralph Hodge Construction Company in the amount of $1,209,088.50 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9601-79001-975

Greenbrier/Maxwell Pump Sta Impv

1,209,088.50

Transferred To:

349-9601-79202-975

Greenbrier/Maxwell Pump Sta Impv

1,209,088.50
Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented changes in the traffic code relating to no parking zone on Mial Street and Ridge Road.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved and the reasons for the commended changes.

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in the traffic code.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas – 7 ayes (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 325.

LEESVILLE ROAD CONSTRUCTION – AGREEMENT WITH WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS - APPROVED

Council members received at the table a proposed agreement with Wake County Public Schools for the construction of roadway improvements along Leesville Road.  The school system has received approvals from the City to construct a new elementary school, Sycamore Creek Elementary, near the intersection of Leesville Road and Norwood Road.  As a part of their site plan approval requirements for the school, the Wake County Public School System is making thoroughfare improvements to Leesville Road.  The City is proposing to extend these improvements from the school to the I-540 interchange by constructing an additional southbound lane which will help reduce existing congestion in this area association with the morning rush hour.  The City has an upcoming project that was funded with the 2005 transportation bond monies which will widen Leesville Road from new Leesville Boulevard to the I-540 exchange.  The City recognized an opportunity in conjunction with the School’s roadway construction to help accelerate a portion of the ultimate corridor improvements.  The City broached the idea with the school staff who were receptive to considering a partnership on the improvements as any additional roadway capacity would benefit the operation of the new school.  In anticipation of this agreement $1,000,000 in bond funds for this project were moved forward to the FY 07-08 with the adoption of the City’s current capital improvement program.  The complete Leesville Road widening project is programmed to begin design in FY09-10.  The memorandum indicated the City proposed using a model similar to our public/private agreements that have been undertaken previously with private developers.  Since Wake County Public School is a public entity subject to public bid requirements the City is in the position to provide Wake County Public School System with the necessary funds directly rather than taking on the project internally with money received from the developer.  Under the terms of the agreement the City is responsible for the construction cost and the right-of-way acquisition for the additional southbound lane while Wake County Public Schools will be responsible for the design and construction administration of the project.  The City Council would have the opportunity to review the project with public hearing prior to any right-of-way acquisitions.  

Recommendation:  Approval of the agreement as outlined.  Upheld on the Consent Agenda Taliaferro/Kekas 7 ayes (West absent and excused)

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

ISABELLA CANNON NEIGHBORHOOD PARK – MASTER PLAN – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

City staff recommends proceeding with the master plan process for renovation of Isabella Cannon Neighborhood Park.  The 3.5 acre park is in the University Park neighborhood, and the University Park Homeowners Association (UPHA) has requested:

a.
The process follow the Council adopted Resolution (2003) -735 for park master planning (included in backup material);

b.
The UPHA also requests that the Chair of the master plan committee, who by the Resolution will be a member of the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board (PRGAB), be from the neighborhood;

c.
That committee membership be limited to residents of the neighborhood; and

d.
That the UPHA be included in the consultant selection process

Staff supports item 1) to follow the master plan Resolution but maintains that 2) the designation of committee Chair and Vice Chair is the purview of the PRGAB.  On item 3) the Resolution is clear on the solicitation, recommendation by the PRGAB and approval by City Council of the master plan committee and staff recommends this be adhered to.  Staff further recommends on item 4) following the standard City of Raleigh procedure for retention of professional services and keeping a representative of the UPHA informed of the progress.
Mr. Stephenson stated he feels this item should be looked at in Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

MEETING SCHEDULED – 2008 – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Council members received in their agenda packet a proposed meeting schedule for 2008 which was recommended for approval.  Mr. Isley stated he had asked that the item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as the code required meeting dates in January 2008 would be January 1 and January 15.  An alternative which has been suggested is January 8 and January 22.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the City Council meeting schedule with the changes in the January meeting dates to the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  This meeting scheduled which was approved is as follows:

CITY OF RALEIGH

2008 CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 20, 2007

	DAY/DATE
	TYPE OF MEETING
	TIME

	
Tuesday, January 8, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, January 22, 2008
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, February 5, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, February 19, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, March 4, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, March 18, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, April 1, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, April 15, 2008
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, May 6, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, May 20, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, June 3, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, July 1, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, July 15, 2008
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, August 5, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, September 2, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, September 16, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, October 7, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, October 21, 2008
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, November 4, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, November 18, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, December 2, 2008
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00


March 8-12, 2008 – Congressional City Conference, NLC, Washington, DC – No conflict

October 12-14, 2008 – NCLM, Charlotte, NC – No conflict

November 11-15, 2008 – Congress of Cities and Exposition, NLC, Orlando, FL – No conflict

STC-11-07 – PORTREE PLACE – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Isabel W. Mattox, agent for Tiger Properties, III, LLC, is petitioning to close Portree Place in its entirety.  The petition was submitted to convert a right-of-way serving only the Birchtree Apartment Complex into a private street.

The Department of City Planning and Public Works Department, Transportation Services Division recommend that no public hearing be scheduled because to close this dedicated right-of-way would violate City of Raleigh code section 10-2103(c)(2) which states that: “One (1) access point to the public street system shall be required of every one hundred fifty (150) dwelling units, or increment thereof, unless traffic safety, surrounding developments, severe topography or other physical features prevent such additional access.”  Since this apartment complex contains 180 dwelling units, and Portree Place was required to provide two access points to the public street system, it cannot be closed.

Recommendation:  Deny request for a public hearing for street closure

Mr. Crowder moved the item be referred to Public Works Committee without objection the item was so referred.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-26-07 – WEST JONES STREET – REQUEST FOR 100-DAY TIME EXTENSION – APPROVED

This request is to rezone approximately 4 acres, currently zoned Residential-30 & Neighborhood Business with Downtown Overlay District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Business Zone Conditional Use with Downtown Overlay District.

CR-11149 from the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council grant a 100-day Time Extension for additional review by the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the request, the Planning Commission’s discussion and recommendation.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, Planning Director Silver indicated he had met with State staff and they are exploring options but they need the extension in order to continue those discussions.  Ms. Taliaferro moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REZONING Z-18-07 – LOUISBURG ROAD – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – APPROVED

This is a request for waiver of the 2-year waiting period to allow the property owner to file another rezoning request prior to July, 2009 public hearing.  Z-18-07 requested a rezoning to Shopping Center Conditional Use District.  The property owner is requesting a waiver to permit the filing of a request for Office & Institution-1 Conditional Use District.

CR-11150 from the Planning Commission recommends that this request be approved.

Planning Commission Chairman Mullins explained the location, request, and the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of the waiver of the waiting period.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this property is in District B.  She stated when the rezoning case was originally heard here was a lot of discussion and plenty of opportunity for the petitioner to review the case with the neighborhood through the public hearing process, etc.  She stated she does not see any reason to grant the waiver.  Ms. Kekas moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Ms. Taliaferro who voted in the negative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion to approve the waiver approved on a 6-1 vote.

SPECIAL ITEM

REZONING Z-31-07 – FALLON PARK/ANDERSON HEIGHTS/BLOOMSBURY AREA – DENIED

The following item appeared under the Report and Recommendation of the Planning Commission on October 16, 2007:
This request is to rezone approximately 66 acres, currently zoned Residential-6 (54.17 Acres) & Residential-10 (11.81 Acres).  The proposal is to rezone the properties to Residential-4.  CR-11136 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  However, based on the Findings and Reasons, the Planning Commission recommends denial of this rezoning request.
A motion to deny the rezoning resulted in a 4-4 vote.  It was directed the item be placed on the November 7 agenda for further discussion.
During the November 7 Council meeting, no motions were put forth; therefore, it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for consideration.

Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation of denial of the rezoning request.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.

Ms. Taliaferro stated in her opinion down zoning a neighbor’s property is a hostile act and it is not the way to resolve issues in a neighborhood.  The neighbors need to get together and work together for a solution rather than try to down zone their neighbor’s property.  Mr. Stephenson agreed that the neighbors should work together.  He stated however the neighbors did seek to take care of this issue through a neighborhood conservation overlay but the City Council did not offer support for their request.  He stated in general terms he would agree and he feels that this could have been resolved through amending the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay.  Ms. Taliaferro stated the City Council did not stand in their way.  The neighborhood just did not want to go through the process.  A motion to uphold the Planning Commission’s recommendation to deny the rezoning was put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

FOREST RIDGE PARK – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY AT 12241 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee in closed session recommended the purchase of 2.60 acres located at 12241 Falls of Neuse Road from Patricia A. Erceg for $229,000 subject to a satisfactory Phase I environmental site assessment.  The property will be used to improve access to the future Forest Ridge Park.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out this is a great asset to the Forest Ridge Park as access has been difficult and an issue.  This provides a good solution.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

DRUG PARAPHERNALIA –PROHIBITION ON SALE – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend that the City Attorney draft an ordinance to prohibit the sale of drug paraphernalia in the City of Raleigh.  Council members received a copy of the proposed ordinance in their agenda packet.  Mr. Isley moved approved.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro.  Ms. Kekas asked about the difficulty in enforcement/abiding by the ordinance.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated no public hearing is required and if adopted today it would become effective January 1, 2008.  A roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 327.

HELIPORTS - SPECIAL USE PERMIT PROCESS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

Chairperson Isley reported the Law & Public Safety Committee recommends approval of the following:

a. Direct the Inspections and Police Departments to monitor the site to make sure that the day and hour restrictions are being observed and to determine whether a school is indeed being operated on the site.

b. If it is shown that a school is being operated on the site the City should request a formal opinion from the zoning inspector regarding the validity of such a use.  It is not believed the Special Use Permit contemplates a school but the zoning inspector’s opinion will be needed.

c. Ask the Board of Adjustment to reopen the case pursuant to the provision mentioned above if the zoning opinion indicates a school is inappropriate or if it is shown that the heliport is operated outside its approved hours.

d. Authorize a Freedom of Information Request to the FAA to obtain all relevant filings and documentation relating to its consideration of this heliport.  If necessary, retain an experienced aviation law consultant to assist with this review.
The Committee also recommends a text change be drafted which would make Council the body to hear Special Use Permit applications for heliports.

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TC-18-04 – GREENWAY DIMENSIONS – DENIED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that TC-18-04 be denied and so moved.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

NEUSE RIVER COMPLIANCE ASSOCIATION/NUTRIENT TRANSFERS FROM THE AGENDA WITH NO ACTION TAKEN

The Public Works Committee recommends removal of the item “Neuse River Compliance Association /Nutrient Transfers be removed from the agenda with no action taken.

TRAFFIC CALMING – SUTTON DRIVE – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends removing the item relating to Traffic Calming – Sutton Drive from the agenda with no further action.  Without objection the item was so removed.

SIDEWALK REPAIR POLICY – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends removing the item relating to sidewalk repair policy from the agenda with no action taken.  Without objection the item was so removed.

SIX FORKS ROAD EXTENSION – FEE-IN-LIEU – PROPOSAL APPROVED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends accepting a 4-year payment plan consisting of: 1) an initial payment of $50,000; 2) a note and deed of trust for the subject property with the City of Raleigh as beneficiary.  If building permits are issued prior to completion of the 4-year pay period, final payment in full is due within 30 days of the issuing of the permits.  On behalf of the committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

TRAFFIC CONFLICT – NORTH RALEIGH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY/PERRY CREEK ROAD AREA – REFERRED TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR ENFORCEMENT
Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the Raleigh Police Department increase speed limit enforcement in the Perry Creek Road/Thebes Drive/Neuse Creek Place area.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

STREETSCAPE PLAN – WHITAKER MILL ROAD – REFERRED TO THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the request for a streetscape plan in the Whitaker Mill Road area be referred to the Planning Department to begin the process for developing a residential streetscape plan for the Whitaker Mill Road area.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  

BERKSHIRE DOWNS – INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends removing the item relative to Berkshire Downs Infrastructure needs from the agenda with no action taken.  Without objection it was agreed to follow that course of action.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD PROGRAM – ESTABLISHED

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends the establishment of the City of Raleigh Environmental Stewardship Award Program as follows:

The City of Raleigh’s Environmental Awards Program will recognize the outstanding work in sustainable development and environmental stewardship. There will be two types of awards.

The first award will be an overall award for overall sustainable development. Sustainability has been defined as “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

The second group of awards will be for environmental stewardship which will include environmental awareness, legacy, natural resource conservation, green design, pioneering efforts, a youth in this area, a regional effort, urban stewardship, and market transformation.

Projects will be selected based upon quantifiable results that positively affect the environment

Overall Award

Raleigh Enviromnental Stewardship Award (RESA)

The winner of this award will demonstrate the qualities listed here as well as a demonstrated commitment to the environment. The goal of sustainability is the relationship and continuity of the environment, economics, and equity or social justice aspects of human society.

Environment (ecological resilience)

Equity or Social Justice (social capital)

Economic (development)

Other Awards1
Environmental Awareness (Leadership or Teaching) – demonstrated ability towards

leadership or teaching others about the environment

Legacy Award – will be awarded for a lifelong contribution to the environment by a person or an organization.

Natural Resource Conservation – water, wastewater, reuse water, residuals & biosolids, air quality, stormwater.

Green Design (Built Environment) – Stormwater, recycling, sedimentation and erosion controls, construction debris reuse, energy innovation, ecological footprint.

2Regional Award – for air quality, Neuse River basin or other regional issues.

Pioneering Efforts – in any environmental area(s).

Youth – for a primary or secondary school youth.

Urban Stewardship Award – recognizes a volunteer individual or organization engaged in community building or conservation, such as creating wildlife habitats, restoring long-term health and balance to local ecosystems, etc.

Market Transformation Award – recognizes the efforts of manufacturers, retailers, product companies or marketers to promote products, services and choices which lessen the impact on the environment and human health.

Eligibility Requirements

1Recipients must either be residents of the City of Raleigh, operate within the Raleigh extra territorial jurisdiction or the utility service area.

2The regional award will have a positive affect on the regional environment.

No project is too big or too small.

Elected officials are not eligible while they are serving in public office.

The City of Raleigh Environmental Stewardship Awards Jury reserves the right to not award in a category.

Application Process

Entries are due by January 15, 2008

Awards will be made on Earth Day April 22, 2008

Selection Process

The selection of award winners will be by an eight person jury, selected by the City Council.

· A Chairperson from the Environmental Advisory Board nominated by the City of Raleigh’s Environmental Advisory Board

· Representatives will be selected from the following boards or commissions the Planning Commission, the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board, the Appearance Commission, and the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  The nominees from the boards will be confirmed by the City Council.

· A representative of the professional scientific community

· Two at large members from the community.

It is recommended that the members of the jury will rotate annually.

The members of the jury must be residents of the City of Raleigh.

The jury will be staffed by an administrative staff member (non-voting).

Awards

Award recipients will be honored at a reception, with a certificate or program, and a tree will be planted in their honor through the Parks and Recreation department.  The tree would be planted for each award winner in a city park and maintained by the Parks & Recreation staff.

The Youth award winner will also receive a scholarship or savings bond. Amounts under consideration range from $50 to $500.

Funding

The cost of the reception would be approximately $6,000.

The cost of the Tree Awards through Parks and Recreation would be approximately $1,500. ($150 x 10 winners).

Cost of luncheon for Jury on award selection day $100 (10 x $10).

Cost of color programs with recipients pictures $100.

Cost of Scholarship $50-$500.

Total Estimated Budget $7,750-$8,200.

Issues that need additional discussion.

· Potential award sponsors (Kenan Family Trust, Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation,  Triangle Community Foundation, others?

· Color program of all recipients that could be framed.

· A Trophy for the overall winner has also been considered.

· Environmental Advisory Board budget

· A monetary donation to an environmental project for the winner of the overall environmental award may be provided.

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

STORMWATER STANDARDS – TEXT CHANGE AUTHORIZED FOR HEARING

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works recommends a proposed text change for increased stormwater management standards to apply to rezonings, site plans and subdivisions, as outlined in the attached memo, and as amended by the Committee. This text change is authorized for the April 2008 zoning hearing. The Committee also recommends upholding staff’s revised definition of the term “structural flooding” as outlined:

Structural flooding includes crawlspace, finish floor, garage, and basement flooding caused by surface stormwater flows and not groundwater infiltration.  Structural flooding also includes sheds and outbuildings on a permanent, enclosed foundation that cannot be easily moved Sheds and outbuildings not on permanent, enclosed foundations, or that can be easily moved, and where moving he structure is the leas cost alternative to prevent flood damaged to the structure are not defined as having structural flooding.  This would not include single-family crawl spaces and storage areas designed and constructed to flood in a City of Raleigh designated floodplain.

A copy of the memo is in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT – REFERRED TO PUBLIC AFFAIRS TO DEVELOP PROGRAM

Chairperson Taliaferro reported the Public Works Committee recommends upholding staff’s recommendation for approval of the Low Impact Development (LID) PowerPoint presentation and educational brochure, and asks Public Affairs to include LID information in a future water billing insert and to design a video presentation for RTN. Copies of the PowerPoint presentation and brochure were in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Taliaferro moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

CHRIST CHURCH – CONTRIBUTION – ACKNOWLEDGED

Mr. Isley read a letter from the student who was Chair of the “Run for Young” Walk/Run sponsored by Christ Church and help in funding from the City of Raleigh.  He read the letter in full.

Mr. Isley expressed appreciation to the City Council for their support and sponsorship of the event.

COUNCIL MEMBERS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Isley stated he normally presents outgoing Council members with a parting gag gift and he would probably do that at the appropriate time.  He stated as for today he is very sad that this is the last meeting with the three.  He has enjoyed working with the three Council members and he is really, really going to miss them.  He stated he hopes to get to know the three new Council members as well as he has the departing Council members.  He talked about his work time with Ms. Kekas, Mr. Craven and Ms. Taliaferro.  He stated when the Council lost Council Members Hunt and Cowell to the State Senate, he was amazed at how Mr. Craven and Ms. Kekas hit the ground running.  Ms. Taliaferro had previous experience on the Planning Commission and she was able to hit the ground running.  He stated serving with them has made him understand the depth of their knowledge and sense of fiscal responsibility.  He again stated he has really enjoyed serving with the three and is sorry to see them leave.

Ms. Kekas thanked everyone for the interaction during her period on the Council.  She stated she feels the Council has done some good work, she enjoyed meeting all of the people throughout the City and this Council has made a dent in her memory in different ways and she will remember all.

Mr. Crowder expressed appreciation to Mr. Craven, Ms. Kekas and Ms. Taliaferro pointing out he has enjoyed serving with them.

Mr. Stephenson expressed appreciation to the full Council and the outgoing Council members pointing out it is a very hard working group.  He is not sure that most people know how difficult it is to serve on the City Council and the amount of work involved.  He expressed appreciation to the three outgoing members for their time and the lessons they have taught him.

UMSTEAD PARK – PARKING PROBLEMS – REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER

Mayor Meeker stated he had received a letter relative to parking problems near Umstead Park.  He stated he would pass the letter to the City Manager to work with the appropriate parties.

SPECIAL ITEMS – DECEMBER 4 – BE ADDED TO THE AGENDA

Mayor Meeker asked that the following items be placed on the December 4 agenda under Special Items for consideration as to how to proceed:  Impact fees – and he asked the City Manager to circulate the information that had been previously provided.  He also asked that an item “project development financing” be placed on the agenda.

BROUGHTON MEN’S SOCCER TEAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Craven pointed out the Broughton Men’s Soccer Team just recently earned back-to-back 4A state championships the last in a 3-2 overtime pointing out they defeated Grimsley.  This is the first time that a school has won back-to-back 4A men’s soccer title since the 88/89 season when Sanderson High School had the honor.  He congratulated all involved and stated he would hope that the Council would invite the Broughton Men’s Soccer Team in for recognition.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk presented the following results of the ballot vote:

Appearance Commission – One Vacancy – Mr. Isley nominated Danny Adams and Ms. Kekas nominated Brian Shawcroft.

Bicycle Task Force – Eight Vacancies – Michael Dayton – 4 (Craven, Taliaferro, Isley, Kekas); Chris Grossman – 4 (Crowder, Stephenson, Meeker, Kekas); David Y. Henderson – 2 (Crowder, Stephenson); Jennifer Lewis – 4 (Craven, Taliaferro, Isley, Kekas); JJ Walter – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, Meeker); Julie S. Woosley – 4 (Craven, Taliaferro, Isley, Kekas); Jeff House – 3 (Taliaferro, Isley, Meeker); Timothy Lee – 5 (Crowder, Stephenson, Taliaferro, Meeker, Kekas); Randy Mundt – 5 (Isley, Crowder, Craven, Stephenson, Taliaferro); David Jerose – 5 (Crowder, Stephenson, Taliaferro, Meeker, Kekas); Timur Ender – 3 (Crowder, Stephenson, Meeker); Sig Hutchinson – 6 (Isley, Crowder, Craven, Stephenson, Meeker, Kekas); Laura Loyek  - 5 (Isley, Craven, Taliaferro, Meeker, Kekas).

The Clerk announced the appointment of Timothy Lee, Randy Mundt, David Jerose, Sig Hutchinson and Laura Loyek and pointed out Mayor Meeker had nominated Spencer Snedecor.  It was agreed that remaining candidates would be carried over to the next meeting.

Downtown Housing Improvement Cooperation Board Of Directors – Two Vacancies – No Nominees

Housing Appeals Board – Two Vacancies – Claudia McClinton – 5 (Isley, Craven, Taliaferro, Meeker, Kekas)

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Youth Member – No Nominees

Triangle Transit Authority – One Vacancy.  Mr. Crowder and Mr. Stephenson nominated Jean C. Davis.  Mr. Isley nominated Bernie Reeves.  The item will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

ELECTRICAL EXAMINING BOARD – APPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Greg Whitney and Roosevelt Best, Jr. are expiring.  Mr. Whitney (Progress Energy) is willing to serve another term and is recommended by Administration.  Mr. Best cannot serve another term and Administration recommends that Richard David Moore (Journeyman) be appointed.

Mayor Meeker moved the reappointment of Greg Whitney and the appointment of Richard David Moore.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

A letter of resignation from Thomas Grisell has been received.  He has moved out of the city therefore there is one vacancy for consideration.  No nominations were made.

MECHANICAL EXAMINING BOARD – APPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Karl Nivison, Mario Leonard and Brett Mabe are expiring.  Mr. Nivison and Mr. Mario are ineligible for reappointment due to length of service.  Administration recommends the reappointment of Mr. Mabe (Engineer) and the appointment of Freddy V. Wall (Contractor/Air Systems) and Leo Vitola (Contractor/Airmakers).

Ms. Taliaferro moved the reappointment of Mr. Mabe, and the appointment of Freddy V. Wall and Leo Vitola.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

LATTA HOUSE – DEED TO PROPERTY RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick indicated the deed for the Latta House property from Ms. Clay to the City of Raleigh has been received and recorded; therefore, the property is now a part of the City of Raleigh park system.  Mr. Crowder suggested that the City Manager draft a letter on behalf of the City expressing appreciation to Ms. Clay for this gift.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 7, 2007 – APPROVED

Council Members received in their agenda packet copies of the Minutes of the November 7, 2007 Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

GLENWOOD-BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION – SIGN ANNOUNCING ANNUAL TOUR – APPROVED

Ben Kuhn, representing the Historic Glenwood-Brooklyn Neighborhood Association, would like permission for that group to place a temporary banner sign announcing the Historic Glenwood-Brooklyn Neighborhood Association annual tour of historic homes.  The sign would be installed on or after November 20, 2007, and be removed no later than December 3, 2007.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Taliaferro and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

REZONING PETITION – DOWNTOWN OVERLAY DISTRICT – APPLICATION AUTHORIZED

Gordon Smith and Mack Paul, representing The Wood Pile, LLC, would like to request City Council approval to submit to the City Planning Department in December 2007 a request for rezoning property located between East Martin Street and East Hargett Street, and South Bloodworth Street and South East Street.  They would request this property be included in the Downtown Overlay District as it is one block from Moore Square and four blocks from Fayetteville Street.

Mack Paul explained the location of this property and pointed out his client would like to file a rezoning request in December to consider including this property in the DOD.  He explained it deals with a two acre tract of land bound by East Street, Martin Street, Bloodworth and Hargett Streets.  He pointed out the planning staff has been directed not to accept a petition until authorized by the City Council to do so.  He pointed out Ms. Williams, Chair of the Central CAC had requested permission to speak at this point but there were some confusion as to the time of the meeting and she thought it was in the evening portion and could not be at the meeting this afternoon.  He stated he understands she is okay with the application proceeding.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the authorization to file the rezoning petition.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas.  Mr. Crowder questioned if it should be held and hear from Ms. Williams at the night meeting and so requested.  After brief discussion on the night meeting, timing, attendance, and the fact that this is simply sending this item to public hearing the motion as stated was put to a vote and passed on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).

COMMITTEE MEETINGS – CANCELLED

It was pointed out by Mr. Isley that the Law and Public Safety Committee would not be meeting next week.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the Public Works Committee meeting has been cancelled also.  During the evening portion of the meeting, it was reported that Comprehensive Planning Committee for next week had also been cancelled.

ELECTIONS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Helen Tart would like to address the City Council regarding methods of finding out about vacancies on boards and commissions.  She would also like to address the Council regarding issues from the October election.

Ms. Tart indicated there were a lot of issues in the last election, issues she feels are of great importance such as tax increment financing, protecting neighborhoods from teardowns and the Dix property.  She stated she would like to have an update on those issues, where we are, where the City stands, etc.  She stated since she was a candidate in that election she has a good idea what the issues were and she just feels it would be a nice acknowledgement of the election, which was a good election, if the Council would address the issues.

Ms. Tart stated her second concern was prompted by the last City Council meeting where about a dozen openings on various boards and commissions were being considered.  She stated about half of the openings were filled by acclamation, many which were nominations and the people were not currently serving or had not served on a board before.  She stated it is not unusual for an encumberent to be appointed by acclamation but expressed concern about the process.  She stated it got her to thinking about how the process works, how a person finds out when an opening occurs, etc.  It should be very easy to find out that information but it is not.  She talked about Wake County’s online process which makes it very easy to find out about openings, sign up to be considered, etc.  She stated may be we could have a few sentences on our boards and commissions page which outlines the process, outlines how a person finds out when openings occur, etc.  She stated she had talked with the County’s IT people and they would be very happy to work with the City.  She stated she had worked on some wording herself but it became very convoluted and suggested that maybe the City staff could work on some wording.

Mayor Meeker suggested that the item relating to information on upcoming boards and commission issues be referred to the Public Affairs.  He stated there were three items on the formal agenda in the campaign.  He stated as far as Dix Hill is concerned, we are still challenged knowing who to work with at the State, etc.  He stated there is nothing to report on today.  Ms. Tart stated she did not expect the report today just hopes that the City Council will hit the ground running with the issues.

UNFIT BUILDING – 520 WEST LENOIR STREET – EXTENSION GRANTED

Gene Honea, 520 West Lenoir Street was at the meeting to request an extension of time to finish renovations at his home.  He stated the structural engineer got involved and the renovations became more complicated than he had assumed.  He would like to ask for 60 days and he feels everything can be completed by that point.

Inspections Director Strickland pointed out they inspected the property yesterday and everything is on tract and repairs are being made.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the 60 day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDINGS – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an Ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit buildings as listed below and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6127(d) of the City Code if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	VACATED & CLOSED

	309 East Cabarrus Street
	Florence I. Francis
	0034296
	September 6, 2006

	1841 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
	Johnny E. Jones, Heirs

c/o Craig E. Jones, Admin
	0102275
	September 11, 2006

	335 Mulberry Street
	Bobby Emory Yates
	0020853
	September 12, 2006


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location.  Bobby Yates Emory pointed out he owns the property at 335 Mulberry Street.  He stated he has been working on the house and has been attempting to bring it up to standards.  He is before the Council to ask for an extension of time in order to continue the work.  He stated he feels he will need more than the 90 days and told of some of the work he had completed and work that he run into that he did not know had to be done.  Brief discussion took place with Inspections Director Strickland indicating he would suggest that we go with the 90 days as outlined and reevaluate at that point.  Mr. Emory stated he would need as much time as possible.  He is doing the work himself and held up a hand full of receipts, photographs, etc.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the house has been vacant over a year and we need to get moving. 

The Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance declaring the dwelling at 335 Mulberry Street unfit as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  See Ordinance 326.

Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of an ordinance on the other items as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See ordinance 326.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION & COUNCIL DISTRICT
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT



	
	
	
	

	3235 Alpha Drive (D)
	The Estate of Alzoria P. Roberts c/o Chestina S. Dunston, Admin.
	0060325
	$4,130.00

	5912 Brambleton Ave (C)
	Vilma Delia Alfaro
	0305511
	$253.00

	7012 Carlton Drive (B)
	Chad Cornell & Peggy Jones
	0019675
	$324.00

	814 Cotton Place (C)
	James Otis Alston &

Rosabelle Alston Hinton
	0001694
	$271.00

	818 Cotton Place (C)
	James Otis Alston &

Rosabelle Alston Hinton
	0001695
	$273.00

	2427 Crabtree Blvd (C)
	Murray Gateway LLC
	0124504
	$278.00

	2320 Derby Drive (C)
	Donald A. Davis
	0054317
	$331.00

	2440 Derby Drive (C)
	Helena Stephen
	0029410
	$251.00

	2444 Derby Drive (C)
	Luigi H. Vargas
	0010372
	$276.00

	2001 Flagstone Pl (A)
	S. Bowers
	0103821
	$247.00

	117 Idlewild Ave (C)
	Potenza Investments LLC
	0022589
	$247.00

	6505 Keystone Dr (A)
	Gladys P. Goward
	0091844
	$241.00

	610 East Martin St (C)
	Omar Construction & Trucking LLC c/o Timothy Hankins
	0022586
	$270.00

	531 New Bern Ave (C)
	Michael & Darylene Netzer
	0006380
	$329.00

	7216 Pinewood Ln (B)
	Soon Ho & Se Yeon Le Kim
	0118518
	$574.00

	232 Rosehaven Dr (A)
	Pauline A. Hanenberg
	0117997
	$268.00

	3829 Satinleaf Dr (B)
	Robert B. Smith
	0301778
	$245.00

	645 Sunnybrook Rd (C)
	Maximus E. Frederick
	0058102
	$369.00

	5204 Wallingford Dr (B)
	William W. Matthews &

Jeanne E. Rota
	0163097
	$237.00

	4913 Windsprint Way (B)
	Chad & Susan M. Lafon
	0276072
	$275.00

	3401 Whitford Ct (D)
	Georgi & Rebecca S. Ivanov
	0177049
	$266.00


Mayor Meeker stated 7216 Pinewood Lane and 3829 Satinleaf Drive should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the other items no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of a resolution confirming the remaining items as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (West absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 416.

CLOSED SESSION - HELD
Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(2)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of a business or industry to Raleigh and to discuss any incentives that may be involved in such a move and to discuss a possible gift to the City.  Ms. Taliaferro moved adoption of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Kekas and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote (West absent and excused).  The Council went into closed session at 2:10 p.m.

The Council reconvened at 2:55 p.m. with the Mayor announcing that the City Council had advised the staff in regards to a business location and gave directions.

AIRPORT AUTHORITY MEMBERSHIP – TO BE PLACED ON DECEMBER 4 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker stated before the meeting recesses he would ask that the question of the City representative on the Airport Authority be placed on the December 4 agenda as a special item. Mayor Meeker moved the meeting recessed until 6:30 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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