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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 3, 2007, in the lobby of the Progress Energy Center for Performing Arts, 2 South Street, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Reverend Jerry Layton, New Hope Baptist Church.  A musical rendering was presented by Virginia Ward, vocalist, and Bryon Paul, guitarist, of “Welcome Back” composed by the two.

Mayor Meeker stated North Carolina General Statutes 168A-68 state that Council Members elect will take their Oath of Office at the first meeting in December following certification of the results of the election.  The Wake County Board of Elections has certified that the following persons have been elected to the Raleigh City Council.  Mayor Meeker introduced returning Council Members and newly elected members giving length of service, etc.  The following was a listing of the certification from the Wake County Board of Elections:  

Mayor - Charles Meeker

At-Large - Russ Stephenson

At-Large - Mary-Ann Baldwin

District A - Nancy McFarlane

District B - Rodger Koopman

District C - James P. West

District D - Thomas G. Crowder

District E - Philip Randolph Isley

The Honorable Paul Ridgeway, Superior Court Judge, administrated the Oath of Office collectively to the Mayor and City Council Members who had various family members holding their Bible as they took the Oath.

Laura Ridgeway, vocalist, and Lindsay Rosebrock, pianist, presented their rendition of “What a Wonderful World.”

Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to campaign workers, friends, family and welcomed special guess.  He recognized his wife, Ann McLaurin and expressed appreciation and talked about the difficult schedule she is maintaining as she is being sworn in to the Wake County Board of Education tomorrow.  Mayor Meeker talked about unfinished business including completion of Fayetteville Street and the Convention Center, looking at impact fees, getting the parks bond projects such as the senior citizen off the ground, and improved bus or public transportation.  He talked about this being a time of transition and moving forward.  He talked about the future and the hope that the City will set an example and be a pioneer in environmental protection and sustainability stating he wants Raleigh to be America’s greenest city.  He talked about how fortunate we are in the City and recognized the City Clerk, the City Attorney and the City Manager pointing out between the three they have 74 years of dedicated service to the City of Raleigh and expressed appreciation for the job they do and their commitment.  

Andrew Leager lead the audience in singing American the Beautiful.  Mayor Meeker recessed the meeting at 7:40 p.m. to be reconvened at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 4, 2007 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building.  Refreshments were served to all.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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