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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in special session on Monday, December 31, 2007, at 11:30 a.m. in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Pro Tem West, Presiding




Mary-Ann Baldwin




Thomas G. Crowder




Philip R. Isley




Rodger Koopman

Absent & Excused

Mayor Meeker

Nancy McFarlane

Russ Stephenson

Mayor Pro Tem West called the meeting to order and the following item was discussed with action taken as shown.

JOHNSTON FARMS LIMITED – DONATION OF LAND – ACCEPTED WITH CONDITIONS
Mayor Pro Tem West indicated this meeting was called to order to accept a gift to the City from Johnston Farms Limited consisting of 19.79 acres of land along the Neuse River.

City Manager Allen reviewed the proposal noting this is not a typical land transaction.  He stated under normal circumstances staff would perform due diligence; however due to the short notice staff was able to conduct a brief review and feels the proposal is acceptable.  He pointed out the property is located in Johnston County and that other parties were offered the property; however due to the time constraints they were not able to accept.  He noted an environmental impact statement was produced in 2000.  He stated staff would like to retain the right to transfer this property to another party should the need arise.  He stated some restrictions that come with the property include no paving of a greenway and there was a question regarding the installation of ball fields and restroom facilities.  He stated staff feels the benefits of this proposal outweigh the risk.  Mr. West questioned if the outstanding issues regarding the greenway, ball fields, and bathrooms can be worked out with City Manager Allen responding the City can offer language to allow for the paved greenway trail as well as the installation of ball fields and bathroom facilities.

Gary Joyner, Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP, representing the property owner indicated after brief discussions, the property owner has agreed to the paving of the greenway and the installation of bathrooms and ball fields.  He indicated the restrictions dictate that no office buildings or other structures may be built; however bathrooms are okay.  The City Manager questioned the possibility of retaining the right to transfer this property to another entity with Mr. Joyner responding his client will agree to that and added his firm will provide the title insurance and conduct the title search.

Mr. Crowder made a move to accept the donation of land with the conditions that the City can pave the greenway and be able to install bathrooms and the ball fields.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Koopman questioned if the motion included the right to transfer the land to a separate entity should the need arise with City Manager Allen responding in the affirmative.  The motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Meeker, McFarlane, and Stephenson absent).  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 5-0 vote.  Mr. Joyner thanked the City staff for its efforts in making this transaction possible noting this will be a win win situation for all parties involved.

Adjournment.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Ralph L. Puccini

Assistant Deputy Clerk
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