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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2008, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding




Mayor Pro Tem James P. West




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Philip R. Isley




Councilor Rodger Koopman



Councilor Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Pro Tem James P. West.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Russ Stephenson.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

KINGSTON UPON HULL – REPRESENTATIVES ACKNOWLEDGED

Mayor Meeker acknowledged Bee Weddington who was accompanied by Andrew Percy, a member of the Kinston Upon Hull, England City Council.  Mr. Percy expressed appreciation for being recognized and presented the Mayor with a Code of Arms from Kingston Upon Hull.  It was pointed out the City of Raleigh and Kingston Upon Hull have had a sister city affiliation for some 22 years.  Mayor Meeker welcomed Mr. Percy, expressed appreciation for him attending the meeting and noted that the Hull flag is in the City Council Chamber and the United Kingdom Flag flying in front of City Hall.

COMMENDATION – RALEIGH FIRE FIGHTERS – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker explained there were six City of Raleigh firefighters who participated in the November 18 rescue of two hikers in the Linville Gorge.  Also participating in this rescue were other members of the Task 8 of North Carolina Urban Search and Rescue from Durham and Wake County who also participated.  He explained while conducting a ground search in the Upper Falls area Captain Mike Hayes and Senior Firefighter Jason Ceisner of the Raleigh Fire Department along with two members of the Burke County Search and Rescue Team located the hikers, Lt. Joe Massey and Senior Firefighters Stephen Holleman along with Patrick Collins of Wake County Emergency Medical Service met with the team and provided assistance to the hikers while awaiting transportation.  Travis Vickerson and Jeff Roberts of the Durham Fire Department and Jake Jackowski and Bryan Kilmer of the Raleigh Fire Department were in helicopters about to be inserted into the search area when the hikers were found.  The search was conducted in rugged terrain as temperatures dipped below 24 degrees with gusty winds and over 2 inches of snow on the ground.  He presented each with a commendation and thanked them for their work.
PUBLIC UTILITIES TAPPING TEAM – RECOGNIZED

Mayor Meeker recognized the City of Raleigh Tapping Team and their recent demonstration pointing out they recently won the State finals in Winston-Salem and will be going to the nationals in San Diego.  He commended them for a job well done.  

PROCLAMATION – HUMAN RIGHTS DAY AND HUMAN RIGHTS WEEK

Mayor Meeker recognized Slater Newman of the Human Rights Coalition of North Carolina and presented him with a proclamation proclaiming December 10, 2008 as Human Rights Day in the City of Raleigh and December 10 through 16 as Human Rights Week in the City of Raleigh.  Mr. Slater accepted the proclamation expressing appreciation.

PROCLAMATION – ATHENS DRIVE HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS GOLF TEAM – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker introduced members of the Athens Drive High School girl’s team which recently captured the North Carolina High School Athletic Association 4A title.  He read a proclamation proclaiming Tuesday, December 2 as Athens Drive High School Girls Golf Day.  Accepting the proclamation the coach pointed out this is only the fourth State athletic title held by Athens Drive and the first ever in a girls’ sport.
ARTSPLOSURE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker recognized Michael Lowder, Executive Director and Terri Dollar, Executive Director of ArtsPlosure.  Mr. Lowder expressed appreciation for the general support which the City of Raleigh and the City Council has provided to the Arts.  He presented a plaque showing this year’s logo.  He stated Artsplosure could not be conducted without the support of the Arts Commission, thanked the various City Departments and their long time sponsors.  He introduced Jill and Roland Gammon this year’s chairs.  Mr. Roland expressed appreciation for the opportunity of appearing before the Council in a different situation.  He stated they have had very good response to their fundraising.  He pointed out Jill is the past Chair of the Arts Commission and he has always been interested in Downtown.  Program Director Terri Dollar expressed appreciation to all involved, went over the various events that will be held, called on all to attend and talked about volunteer opportunities.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED
Mayor Meeker talked about the roll-out of the new draft comprehensive plan.  The public meetings will start tomorrow night and he encouraged all Council members to attend at least one of the public meetings.  He talked about the current schedule which calls for the draft plan to go to public hearing in March and hopefully be adopted by summer.  He talked about the importance of the plan.
Mayor Meeker pointed out there will be a tree lighting ceremony on Fayetteville Street at 5:00 p.m. on December 10.  The State Christmas Tree will also be turned on that night.  He invited all to attend.

Mayor Meeker talked about the recession and asked people to be mindful of our local stores, shops and restaurants when making plans.  He called on everyone to be mindful of spending but at the same time support our local businesses. 

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  The vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor Meeker stated he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the Consent Agenda:  two-thirds general obligation bonds (Isley); Terricon Consultants, Convention Center Amendments 8 and 12 (Crowder); Heery International – Convention Center Amendment #11 (Meeker/Crowder).  Mr. Isley had requested removal of the condemnation request relating to easements; however, the Mayor pointed out the items had been withdrawn by the Manager.  Later in the meeting it was clarified that the Manager was withdrawing only the Upper Neuse River Greenway easement condemnation request.  The other condemnation requests would remain on the consent agenda.  Mr. Isley stated he asked that it be withdrawn as he thought he needed to be excused from that item with the City Attorney indicating he did not.  Without objection the items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda and the condemnation easement request relating to the Neuse River was removed from the agenda in its entirety.  Mr. West moved administration’s recommendation on the remaining items on the consent agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.   The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD FACILITY – FUNDING AGREEMENT – APPROVED

On September 19, 2006, the City Council and Wake County Board of Commissioners approved the Tenth Amendment to the Revised Interlocal Agreement (Use of Countywide Room Occupancy and Prepared Food and Beverage Taxes) to provide funding of one million dollars ($1,000,000) beginning in 2007 and continuing through 2016 for construction of a new track and field facility at Saint Augustine’s College.  All terms and requirements for funding have been met by the College and the facility is under construction.  This proposed Agreement between the City and the College will approve the allocation of those funds between now and 2016.

Recommendation:  Approve the Agreement and authorize the City Manager to execute.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes. 

BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR – 2009 – 2010 – APPROVED

The following schedule is proposed for the upcoming budget review process by Council:
January 6, 2009
7:00 PM Pre-Budget Hearing by City Council

March 16, 2009
City Council Budget Workshop
May 19, 2009

Presentation of Proposed Operating Budget and Proposed


Capital Improvement Program for FY 2009-2010 by


City Manager

June 1 - June 30, 2009
City Council Budget Workshops (Schedule To Be Determined)

June 2, 2009
7:00 PM Statutory Public Hearing on budget proposals

Adoption of the Annual Operating Budget for FY 2009-2010 and the Capital Improvement Program is required no later than June 30, 2009.

Recommendation:  Approve Budget review schedule.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
WOOD CHIPS – NEW PRODUCT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The new grinder at the City’s Yard Waste Facility has the ability to produce painted wood chip/decorative mulch.  Decorative mulch can be added to the list of products sold to the public and used by City operations.  Yard Waste Facility personnel constantly receive inquiries regarding the sale of decorative mulch.  Sale of this product would increase the revenue produced by the facility.  The Parks and Recreation Department uses a considerable amount of decorative mulch each year.

The recommended price of painted wood chips/decorative mulch is $50 per 2.5 cubic yard load.  This is equivalent to $20 per cubic yard.  This rate provides for an extremely competitive price.

Recommendation:  That Ordinance 2007-269, referenced by Section 7-2006 of the Raleigh City Code, be amended by adding VI. F.  Painted Wood Chips (before sales tax) $50 per 2.5 yards or $5 per bag to be effective January 1, 2009.

Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 512.
URBAN PROGRESS ZONE – RESUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION - APPROVED

The State of North Carolina’s Article 3J tax credits program provides economic incentives to stimulate new investment and job creation in economically distressed urban areas that qualify as an Urban Progress Zone (UPZ).  Last year the Council approved making application for designation of a UPZ for the City of Raleigh.  Per North Carolina Department of Commerce guidelines, this previously approved zone designation will expire December 31, 2008, unless re-application by the City and new approval determination by the Department Commerce is made.  A map of the proposed Urban Progress Zone that meets State qualifying criteria is in the agenda packet.   This year’s application and UPZ area boundary proposal is essentially the same as last year except for a slight revision in boundary area due to minor a change in city limits for census tract 523.02.

Recommendation:  Approve resolution requesting designation of area shown on map as an Urban Progress Zone and authorize the Mayor’s signature on the updated UPZ application request to the Department of Commerce.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 759.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – SECONDARY AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTS MANAGEMENT PLAN – MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT – APPROVED

The City has been working with the Towns of Garner, Wake Forest, Rolesville, Knightdale, Wendell and Zebulon and with the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR) to develop a Secondary and Cumulative Impacts Management Plan that would be used to address the growth-related environmental impacts from water and wastewater projects constructed in the seven municipalities served by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The culmination of that effort is the draft Secondary and Cumulative Impacts Management Plan.  As part of this process, we are working with NCDENR on a Memorandum of Agreement that describes how the Plan will be used and other, future reporting requirements.  The proposed Memorandum of Agreement between the City of Raleigh and the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources concerning Secondary and Cumulative Impacts generated by public water and wastewater projects installed by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department is now ready for approval.

Recommendation:  Approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the City of Raleigh Regarding the Use of their (the City of Raleigh and Towns of Garner, Knightdale, Rolesville, Wake Forest, Wendell and Zebulon) Secondary and Cumulative Impacts Management Plan for Public Utility Infrastructure.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

ANNEXATION PETITIONS – VARIOUS – REFERRED TO CITY CLERK TO CHECK SUFFICIENCY AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING

The following annexation of petitions appeared on the agenda.  

	Area Name Contiguous
	Petitioner
	Acres
	Proposed Use

	Globe Road Subdivision
	Andrew Sandman, Globe Road Partners, LLC 
	1.60
	Industrial

	Springdale Area Recreation Club & intervening R-O-W
	Jennifer Weiss and William McCrorie, Springdale Recreation Club, Inc
	6.41
	Commercial


Recommendation:

That these annexation petitions be acknowledged and that Council request the City Clerk to check their sufficiency pursuant to State statutes, and except as noted below, and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, January 6, 2009.
That the above Globe Road annexation petition be acknowledged and that the Council request the City Clerk to check its sufficiency pursuant to State statutes and if found sufficient advertise for public hearing on Tuesday, February 17, 2009. Appropriate agencies should be notified of this request in accordance with our annexation agreement with the Town of Cary.

Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
PARADE ROUTE – MARTIN LUTHER KING BOULEVARD FACILITY APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Rick Herrera, representing St. Joseph Catholic Church, requests permission to hold a parade on Thursday, December 11, 2008, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

ROAD RACE – HILLSBOROUGH STREET AREA – APPROVED

Thomas Finch, representing North Carolina Children’s Hospital, requests a street closure on Saturday, February 7, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. for a road race.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

STREET CLOSING – ARTSPLOSURE – APPROVED

Terri Dollar, representing Artsplosure, requests a street closure from Wednesday, December 31, 2008 at 3:00 a.m. until Thursday, January 1, 2009, at 5:00 a.m. for the annual First Night Raleigh.

She also requests the encumbrance of parking spaces on the 00 blocks of Davie Street, Martin Street and Hargett Street, the 00 block of Edenton Street, the 00 block of Jones Street and the 100, 200, 300 and 400 block of Fayetteville Street.

She also requests a waiver of all permit and site fees.

Recommendation: Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  

FP-01-09 – PIGEON HOUSE CREEK – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR JANUARY 20, 2009

This is a request for authorization to hold a public hearing to consider flood map revision FP-01-09 as it relates to improvements along Pigeon House Creek.  This revision proposed by the City of Raleigh Stormwater Management Division will affect the portion of Pigeon House Creek in the vicinity of Dortch Street due to the necessity for the City to replace and upgrade the culverts beneath Dortch Street.  City staff has reviewed and approved the flood study completed by Wetherill Engineering.  The flood study data and map revision request have been sent to FEMA for review.

In accordance with the City of Raleigh’s floodplain regulations this map revision must be heard at a joint public hearing of the City Council and Planning Commission.

Recommendation:  Approve the request to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, January 20, 2009, to consider this flood map revision.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT – DANIELS STREET – RESOLUTION SETTING HEARING FOR JANUARY 6, 2009 – ADOPTED

A public meeting was held on September 4, 2008, to receive public input regarding proposed sidewalk improvements on the west side of Daniels Street from north of Smallwood Drive northward 260 feet.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider final authorization of the project.  Assessments for sidewalk improvements would be applicable.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution-of-intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, January 6, 2009, to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 760.

SIDEWALK REPAIR – 3015 RUFFIN STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT SETTING HEARING ADOPTED

It is requested that a public hearing be authorized to consider a project to repair broken sidewalks at the following location:

LOCATION


TAX ID NUMBER

APPROXIMATE COST
3015 Ruffin Street

          0056989


$2,498.10

This work is to be assessed at 100 percent of actual cost to the adjacent property owner in accordance with Section 6-2023 of the City Code with payment due upon completion or over a ten (10) year payment option period.

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution-of-Intent for a Tuesday, January 6, 2009, public hearing to consider the improvements.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 771.

PEDESTRIAN PLANNING GRANT – NCDOT – APPLICATION AUTHORIZED

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation are accepting applications for their Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant Initiative.  This program encourages municipalities to develop comprehensive municipal bicycle and pedestrian plans.  The City has previously applied for these funds to develop a comprehensive bicycle plan, which is currently nearing completion.  The development of a comprehensive pedestrian plan would update the City’s current process for considering new sidewalk projects, evaluate intersections for specific pedestrian safety improvements, and review the City’s plans for complying with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in public rights-of-way.  The pedestrian plan would also review the City’s development regulations and design standards and provide recommendations on ways to ensure that future development occurs in a pedestrian-friendly manner.  This is a matching grant program requiring 50% participation by the City, with maximum participation by NCDOT at $47,500.  If this grant request is approved, matching City funds will be addressed in the development of the next Capital Improvement Program.

Recommendation:  Authorize City staff to apply for a grant for $47,500 from NCDOT for the purpose of developing a comprehensive pedestrian plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 762.

EASEMENT SALE – WAKE COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER/300 BLOCK SALISBURY STREET – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Michael Aull, Property Manager, Facilities Design and Construction, Wake County, property owner, to sell an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement at the proposed Wake County Justice Center site, in the 300 block of Salisbury Street in Raleigh.  The easement sale is to allow for construction of the new justice center on County property.  The property owner will be responsible for all costs of the easement sale.

Recommendation:  Approve the easement sale and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 763.  

NORTHWEST CRABTREE CREEK WASTEWATER PUMP STATION AND COLLECTION SYSTEM PROJECT – CONTRACT WITH HAZEN & SAWYER – APPROVED
A contract of $1,452,950 has been negotiated with Hazen and Sawyer, P.C., for the preliminary engineering report and the environmental assessment for the Northwest Crabtree Creek Wastewater Pump Station and Collection System Equalization Project.
Recommendation:  Approve the contract with Hazen and Sawyer, P.C., for the Northwest Crabtree Creek Wastewater Pump Station and Collection System Equalization Project (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

349-9893-79001-975

Crabtree Val Pump Stat & Force Main
$1,452,950.00
Transferred To:
349-9893-79201-975

Crabtree Val Pump Stat & Force Main
$1,452,950.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
SENIOR CENTER – CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1/HH ARCHITECTURE – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

As a result of the City LED Policy, additional funding is needed for LEED design services for the two senior centers.  A design services contract amendment has been negotiated with HH Architecture in the amount of $92,750 bringing the total design services contract for the two senior centers to $979,750.  The additional scope of services generally includes LEED silver submittals, management, and administration from design through construction closeout to certification for the Whitaker Mill Center and design standards for the Millbrook Exchange Center.

Transferred From:

636-0000-79002-975

Capital Project Reserve

$93,000.00
Transferred To:

636-9482-79201-975

Senior Center



$93,000.00
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment with HH Architecture in the amount of $92,750 and approve the transfer of funds.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson  - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 504 TF 103.
E.M. JOHNSON WATER TREATMENT PLANT – ARCADIS AMENDMENT #4 – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Arcadis for the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant Waste Facility Break Room.  Contract Amendment #4, in the amount of $15,000, is for the renovation and conversion of an existing pre-engineered metal building at the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant into a break room for the Waste Facility operators.

Recommendation:  Approve Amendment #4 (transfer to be handled administratively).

Transferred From:

348-9207-79001-975

EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation
$15,000.00

Transferred To:
348-9207-79201-975

EM Johnson Facility Rehabilitation
$15,000.00
Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – CAPITAL AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION – RECLASSIFICATIONS AND NEW POSITIONS APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

In late 2005 the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) expanded its planning boundary from the entirety of Wake County and its twelve (12) municipalities to include parts of Franklin, Granville, Harnett and Johnston Counties and the six (6) municipalities located within the portions of those counties.  Due to the increased planning areas and additional State and Federal transportation planning requirements, the MPO’s Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), its policy-making body, approved the personnel reorganization on May 21, 2008.  The TAC-approved recommendations are listed below:

Reclassifications:
· Position #5055, Transportation Planning Manager (class code 4531, pay grade 42) to CAMPO Manager (class code 4531, pay grade 44)
· Position #3724, Planner II (class code 1122, pay grade 36) to CAMPO Transportation Planner (class code 4536, pay grade 37)

· Position #3394, Transportation Engineer (class code 1031, pay grade 36) to CAMPO Transportation Modeling Engineer (class code 4533, pay grade 38)

New Positions:

· CAMPO Planning Manager (class code 4534, pay grade 40)
· CAMPO Member Service Manager (class code 4532, pay grade 40)

· CAMPO Transportation Planner (class code 4536, pay grade 37)
· CAMPO Grant Administrator (class code 4535, pay grade 37)

The Personnel Department has reviewed and is in concurrence with these changes.  Funding for these changes was included in the FY09 budget, but does require the following budget transfer.
Transferred From:

810-7402-70890-984

Contractual Services


$150,403.00

Transferred To:

810-7402-60001-984

Salaries



$110,700.00

810-7402-62001-984

Retirement



      5,314.00

810-7402-62002-984

Supplemental Retirement

      3,321.00

810-7402-62005-984

Social Security


      6,863.00

810-7402-62006-984

Medicare



      1,605.00

810-7402-62501-984

Health Insurance


    16,324.00

810-7402-62502-984

Dental Insurance


      1,176.00

810-7402-62503-984

Group Insurance


         100.00

810-7402-75218-984

Office Furniture


      5,000.00










$150,403.00
Recommendation:  Approve reclassifications and new positions and associated budget transfers.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 504 TF 103.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented the following recommended budget amendments.

City Manager’s Office - $8,490.20 – The City has been awarded a grant from Wake County that will allow reimbursement for the implementation of a National Incident Management System training class which will include an Incident Management Team course. This training program will ensure adequate preparedness for response to all hazard events.  Wake County will reimburse the City of Raleigh for actual eligible costs incurred not to exceed $8,490.20.
Fire Department - $350,000 - To accept and establish the grant in Fund 810 from the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management.  The grant provides funding to purchase equipment and training for the North Carolina Urban Search and Rescue Task Force #8.  No matching funds are required.

Recommendation:  Approve the Budget Amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 504 TF 103.

CONDEMNATION – D. E. BENTON WATER TREATMENT TRANSMISSION LINE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements relating to the D. E. Benton Water Transmission line (Highway 50 to EB Bain Water Plant) as it relates to property at 403 Randmill Road which is owned by Karla A. Harger Price.

Recommendation:  Adoption of a resolution of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolution 764.

CONDEMNATION – PERRY CREEK ROAD WIDENING – VARIOUS – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements relating to the Perry Creek Road widening (Capital Boulevard to Louisburg Road) in the following situations:

Robert Heinz, 8440 Longfield Drive, and Antonio E. Williams, 8444 Longfield Drive and DDR Southeast Raleigh, LLC, 7004 Perry Creek Road

Recommendation:  Adopt resolutions of condemnations for easements needed from the above properties.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 765, 766 and 767.

FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD WATER TRANSMISSION MAIN CONTRACT #2 – CHANGE ORDER #1/BILLINGS & GARRETT, INC. - APPROVED

This change order is for a net increase of $111,945.58.

Reason:

For additional work including the replacement of 280 linear feet of 12-inch PVC sewer main with 12-inch ductile iron pipe, installation of additional silt fence, removal of construction and demolition material from project right-of-way and additional shoring to stabilize excavation for Horizontal Directional Drilling reamer retrieval.

History:

Original contract amount

$1,561,690.00
New contract amount


$1,673,635.58
Budgetary accounts to be amended:

Transferred From:

348-9941-79001-975

PRV Install/Pres Bound Shift Tryon

$  55,972.79
348-9942-79001-975

Creech Rd Transmission Line


    55,972.79










$111,945.58
Transferred To:

348-8103-79202-975

Falls of Neuse Rd Main


$111,945.58
Recommendation:  Approve the change order in the amount of $111,945.58 and the budgetary transfer.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 504 TF 103.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended temporary parking restrictions relating to Galahad Drive which relates to establishing adequate lane widths during construction for a new WakeMed Campus to be effective immediately.  Adjacent property owners have been informed of the request and agree with the temporary no parking zone for that portion of Galahad Drive.  Other recommendations relate to a two-hour parking zone in the 700 block of Hargett Street pursuant to a petition from adjacent property owners.  The agenda also listed recommendations for stop signs installations in accordance with the intersection visibility and traffic control program.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the traffic changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda West/Stephenson - 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 505 and 506.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS – PROPOSED $11,130,000 TWO-THIRDS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

To proceed with the proposed $11,130,000 two-thirds General Obligation (GO) Bond issue to provide funds to be applied to certain projects in the adopted CIP:  the northwest fire station, City Plaza, mechanical improvements to facilities, Hillsborough Street Roundabouts and Sustainability projects, it is necessary for Council to take the following actions at its December 2, 2008, meeting: pass a resolution making certain findings and determinations regarding the financing of the above projects; ratify the filing of an application to the Local Government Commission to approve the proposed issuance of the bonds; introduce the two-thirds bond orders; file a sworn statement of debt with the Clerk by the Chief Financial Officer; call for a public hearing on the matter on Tuesday, January 6, 2009; direct the City Clerk to publish the required notice of the public hearing.

Suggested proceedings prepared by bond counsel for the above actions are in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Pass the above resolution and authorize related actions.
Mr. Isley pointed out he had asked that this be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda as he would like information on each of the projects being considered and would also like information as to why the staff is recommending general obligation bonds.
City Manager Allen pointed out it is the least expensive method of borrowing money.  We do have an opportunity to issue GO bonds at this point.  This proposal was built into last year’s CIP and relates to the northwest fire station, city plaza, mechanical improvements to facilities, etc.  He stated we use general obligation bonds about every two to four years.  It is a good way to get low cost to financing.  In response to questions, City Manager Allen pointed out a referendum is not required but there will be a public hearing.
Mr. Isley questioned the amount of funds for City plaza.  City Manager Allen pointed out he does not have the detail list of dollars per item.  The biggest element however is the fire station which is about $4 million.  Mr. Isley moved approval with the exception of the City plaza money.  His motion did not receive a second.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as outlined pointing out this is a continuation of current projects, programming, etc.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 758 and Ordinances 513, 514, 515, 516 and 517.

CONVENTION CENTER – TERRACON CONSULTANTS, INC. – AMENDMENTS 8 AND 12 – APPROVED

The City currently has an existing agreement with Terracon Consultants, Inc. for environmental oversight and consulting on the new Raleigh Convention Center.  This Amendment #12, adds Thirty Thousand ($30,000) to the contract for continuing environmental oversight and consulting advice regarding the NPDES Permit, environmental systems support and regulatory reporting  for the demolition of the construction project offices on the West block.
The City currently has an agreement with Terracon Consultant, Inc. for geotechnical exploration services on the new Raleigh Convention Center.  Contract Amendment #8, adds Forty-one Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Five Dollars ($41,595) to the contract for 14 core samples and analysis of the Lenoir Street Roadbed to support final road design by the design team.  Additionally included is the final scope reconciliation of Subsurface Utility Engineering performed to support the design of the utilities associated with the project.
Mr. Crowder pointed out he withdrew both of these pointing out if states funds will be transferred administratively.  He questioned the source of funds.  City Manager Allen pointed out all of the funds are from interlocal funding.  This is a close out of this convention center contract.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of Amendment #12 and 8/Terracon Consultants, Inc.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CONVENTION CENTER – HEERY INTERNATIONAL, AMENDMENT #11 – APPROVED

The City currently has an agreement with Heery International, PC for project management assistance on the new Raleigh Convention Center.  Contract Amendment #11, in the amount of $120,000 is for additional project management services to complete the project closeout.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute Amendment #11. Funds will be transferred administratively.
Mayor Meeker stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as his law firm has done work for Heery International therefore would like to be excused.  Mr. Stephenson moved that the Mayor be excused from participation in this item.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and left the table.
Mayor Pro Tem West took the chair.  Mr. Crowder stated he had asked that this be withdrawn as he had questions about the source of funds but he understands it is a close out and this is interlocal funds.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Meeker excused from participation).  Mayor Pro Tem West ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Planning Commission Consent Agenda indicating it would be handled in the same manner as the regular consent agenda.  Mayor Meeker stated he and Mr. Crowder had requested that TC-17-08 be withdrawn.  Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder had requested that the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay district item be withdrawn.  Ms. McFarlane had requested that S-47-08 be withdrawn.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda.  Mr. Isley moved the Planning Commission’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Planning Commission Consent Agenda were as follows.

REZONING Z-54-08 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This request is to rezone approximately 33.5 acres, currently zoned Residential-4 & Thoroughfare District Conditional Use District.  The proposal is to rezone the property to Thoroughfare District Conditional Use District.
CR-11261 from the Planning Commission finds that this request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommends approval of this request in accordance with zoning conditions dated November 21, 2008.

Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Stephenson – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 507 ZC 629.
SP-65-08 – JD BYRIDER – APPROVED

This request is to construct a 12,020 square foot single story retail auto sales office and associated display space on a 3.09 acre site zoned Thoroughfare District and Special Highway Overlay District – 4.  This site is located within 400’ of a residential use and zoning district.
CR-11265 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission Recommendation Upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Stephenson – 8 ayes.
SP-69-08 – ABC STORE #1 – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve an 8,865 square foot retail establishment on a 1.35 acre lot that is currently vacant.  The previous building on site has been demolished.  The site is zoned Shopping Center District and is located within 400 feet of residential development.
CR-11266 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

SP-74-08 – TAPIA AUTO SALES – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This request is to approve a 288 square foot retail auto sales office and associated auto display lot on a .78 acre site zoned Neighborhood Business – Conditional Use District.  This site is located within 400 feet of a residential use and zone.

CR-11267 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with conditions.  Planning Commission recommendation upheld on Consent Agenda Isley/Stephenson – 8 ayes.

END OF PLANNING COMMISSION CONSENT AGENDA

TC-17-08 – PAWN SHOPS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This text change proposes to amend the Zoning Code to prohibit new pawn shops from locating within the Buffer Commercial, Shopping Center and Neighborhood Business Districts; proposing that new pawn shops be restricted to locating within the Business, Thoroughfare, Industrial-1 and Industrial-2 Districts.
CR-11262 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be denied. 

Planning Commission Chairman Chambliss read the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Planning Administrator Hallam indicated this text change was initiated by the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  He stated after the discussion by the Comprehensive Planning Committee it was found that Part 12 of the City Code relating to licensing and regulations indicate that for a new pawn shop require Council review of the dealer and the site before approval.  The Planning Commission felt with that regulation in place there is already adequate assurance that the Council would have an opportunity to review any proposals.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to put this in Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  Without objection the item was referred to the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

TEXT CHANGE – NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS – NO ACTION TAKEN

This text change proposes to amend the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District (NCOD) regulations for the official submittal of the rezoning petition by revising the requirement that a “majority of the property owners” sign the petition to require that “60% of the property owners representing 60% of the land area” sign the rezoning petition.
CR-11263 from the Planning Commission recommends that this text change be authorized for public hearing.

Planning Commission Chair Chambliss explained the proposal and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Planning Administrator Hallam indicated the Text Change Committee reviewed this proposal and there was concern that in some cases 50% of the ownership may not represent 50% of the land area.  There could be room for error about the regulations.  It was felt if we went through with this text change and pushed up the number to 60% we would retain the integrity of the proposal and lessen the room for error and the feeling that people did not understand what they were getting themselves into.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out people not understanding the process is one thing and rather than changing the standard, he feels may be the City should do a better job educating people on the process.  He stated he would prefer to have a discussion about education of the citizenry concerning the Neighborhood Conversation Overlay District Resubmittal Requirements rather than changing the threshold.  He stated he hadn’t heard or read anything to make him feel that we should change the threshold.  He stated there are only 15 or so of these in the City and there doesn’t seem to be rush on resubmittals and he just doesn’t see the need to further amend the proposal.  
Mr. Crowder stated he agreed with many of the things said by Mr. Stephenson and talked about the update to the Comprehensive Plan and neighborhood conservation overlay district and historic preservation being centered to those efforts.

Mr. Isley stated the Council just saw the “mess” created by the Anderson Drive traffic calming and that was the result of a petition that had a 75 % threshold.  All people are in favor of traffic calming but when they saw the actual plan they freaked out and wanted to get out of the process.  He thinks there is a great deal of potential for people not understanding a process and that would include the neighborhood conservation overlay district submittal therefore he would move approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  There was no second. 
Mr. Crowder stated he felt the traffic calming process worked it was just that people did not like what they saw as it moved forward.  He feels the process for the Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District submittal works; therefore he would move denial of the Planning Commission’s recommendation to move forward with a text change.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman.  Mr. Isley stated in the Anderson Drive situation we saw person after person stating they agreed with traffic calming just did not agree with the plan.  Mr. Koopman stated he feels the number or percentage doesn’t seem to matter, it is the fact that people did not understand the process.  We shouldn’t treat the symptoms it was the process that caused the problem.  He stated may be we should look at some type alternative petition process so people can understand and educate themselves as to what type petition they are signing or what signing the petition means.  May be we should look at the petition process.  He stated in the Anderson Drive situation the percentage was 75% but that did not protect the people who did not understand the process.  Mr. Stephenson again stated it seems as if education is the key.  The motion to deny the request for text change was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.
Mr. Koopman asked about changing the petition process with Mayor Meeker suggesting that Mr. Koopman work with the Planning Director to see if he has suggestions as to how to improve the process.

SUBDIVISION S-47-08 – CHESTNUT HILLS LOTS 171 & 172 – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

This is a request to approve the subdivision of a .56 acre tract into two lots zoned Residential-4.

CR-11264 from the Planning Commission recommends approval with condition.  Ms. McFarlane stated she withdrew this from the Planning Commission Consent Agenda questioning whether any of the neighbors had opposition or concerns.  Planning Commission Chair Chambliss indicated one neighbor had concerns relative to the tree buffer being removed.  The petitioner has agreed to plant Japanese Cedars and it seems as if the petitioner and the neighbor have come to an amicable solution.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SPECIAL ITEMS

STORMWATER VARIANCE – QUEST ACADEMY SCHOOL – REFERRED BACK TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

During the November 18, 2008, Council meeting the Comprehensive Planning Committee made the following recommendation:

The Committee recommends denial of the stormwater variance request for Quest Academy School.  Based on testimony to date, the Committee does not believe there is sufficient evidence to meet the criteria in the City Code that "There are unique circumstances applicable to the site such that strict adherence to the provisions of the chapter will result in unnecessary hardship or create practical difficulties."

At the request of Ms. Baldwin, it was agreed to hold the item and place it on this agenda for further discussion.
Ms. McFarlane indicated there has been further discussion with the neighbors and the City Attorney; therefore, she would like to take this item back in the Comprehensive Planning Committee for further discussion.  Without objection the item was referred back to comprehensive planning Committee.  
ANNEXATION – BENTLEY WOODS PHASE II AND BERKSHIRE DOWNS TRACTS 1 AND 2 – TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 6, AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

During the November 18, 2008, Council meeting the Comprehensive Planning Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation:

The Committee recommends that the City Council not move forward with these two annexations.
At that time City Manager Allen explained the need for these two annexations and the circumstances involving water and sewer needs.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.  Additional information was in the agenda packet.

Mayor Meeker stated he and the Council had looked at this very carefully.  He stated these areas do need to be annexed at some point as many do need water and sewer.  However the fees will be some $10,000 to $12, 000 and while he understands the fees could be paid over a 10-year period, it is still a large percentage as compared to the value of the home.  Maybe the City needs to say it plans to annex the area in a year or so and that would give people an opportunity to plan, save, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out the assessments will not be due for another two to three years.  Ms. McFarlane stated however delaying the annexation for a year or so does give the people an opportunity to plan.  The Mayor asked about the possibility of proceeding with the annexation but indicate that no assessments will be levied for at least two years.  
City Manager Allen spoke in support of the annexations pointing out that many times we have the similar arguments from property owners and property owners do have 10 years to pay the assessments and the assessments would not even be levied for several years.  He stated the water and sewer will improve the property value and the property owners have the benefit of the increased value.  He stated many would not want to tap onto the line; however they would have to pay the assessment but not tap on fees.  
Ms. McFarlane stated she is just not comfortable with moving forward with the annexations now.  When assessment fees would be levied and due was talked about.  Mr. Crowder stated we have donut homes in the City already, that is, small areas that are surrounded by the City limits. He pointed out the assessments in this case will represent a higher percentage of the property value.  We have no guarantee that in two or three years the economic conditions will turn around.  He stated he understands there may be some failing systems but that could relate to non perking fields or something of that nature.  He stated at this time he feels we should take these annexations off the table and consider them at a later day.  Mayor Meeker questioned when we need to act on the annexations with the City Manager pointing out by January 20.  Mayor Meeker suggested holding this over until the next meeting to give everyone additional opportunity to investigate. City Manager Allen pointed out we do have some residents who have petitioned for the annexation and water and sewer.  Ms. Baldwin questioned the cost of repairs if there is a failed system.  Ed Duke, Wake County, pointed out the average repair would be $2,000 to $3,000,000 for repairing a single system but it could run much higher and many of the systems have been repaired one, two and some have been repaired three times and additional repairs are not possible.  After brief discussion on the need, the cost involved, etc., it was agreed to place this item on the next agenda for further consideration.
CAC WORK PLAN REFERRED TO CAC’S AND RCAC’s TO WORK WITH NEW DIRECTOR

During the November 18, 2008, Council meeting a discussion was held after Mr. Stephenson asked for a status of the CAC work program, etc.  It was agreed to place the item on this agenda to receive a report from Administration on the status and for further discussion.  The proposed work plan was sent to Council and is included in the agenda backup information.
Mr. Stephenson stated at the last meeting he asked about the status of the CAC work plan.  He thought Mr. Crowder had asked the Council to allow the current RCAC Chair to be allowed to make a comment and he just wants to know how to move forward.  
Mr. West pointed out he did make a request related to the transition in community services due to the retirement of the present director.  He indicated he wants to make sure we focus our resources and make sure they go down to the neighborhood level pointing out the RCAC is a component but he is talking about going to the CACs.  He talked about the St. Paul, Minnesota, model and the amount of funding for their neighborhood councils.  He stated he feels many times the City or the Council is out of touch with reality as it relates to the way some of the families in some of our communities are living.  He stated recently he has attended a funeral of a 14-year old and a 16 year old from some of our at-risk neighborhoods.  He feels a lot of the problems relate to the lack of opportunity and hope in some of these areas.  He stated he has been talking about this as long as he has been on City Council and while we are taking a step in the right direction, he wants to make sure we have the leadership in place at least the interim director before we implement this plan.  He talked about challenges of some of our communities and the feeling that if we do not do something to help these communities and help them build capacity we are going to have a catastrophe.  He stated he had talked to the Manager about the direction of our resources and talked about the funeral services, the issues, getting young people involved, what we do with our dollars, long-term commitment, involvement, building capacity, the need for new directions or we can continue to do the same things we have been doing before but he feels we must go in a new direction.  He feels we should hold on this until such time as we get someone in place to lead us in that direction.
Bill Padgett, 1213 Dixie Trail, Chair of the RCAC pointed out at their recent retreat the Mayor came and gave a report.  He talked about the unanimous support for the funding of neighborhood improvement grant program and looking at marketing and CAC boundaries.  He indicated in October the Council took up discussion of the RCAC CAC work plan and that group was no asked by the City Council to participate in that discussion.  He stated if they are going to be responsible for the plan they should be the one to put it together.   He talked about the $1,000 per CAC stating they do not have a problem with that as long as it doesn’t come out of the current marketing or neighborhood improvement program.  They would have some problems with it coming out of that funding but if it is in addition to that funding they have no problem.  He stated the current recommendation is that money would be given to various groups but the RCAC doesn’t feel it is a body that needs to be involved in giving out the money.  He talked about the need to have some type match, commitment of issues, Raleigh Neighborhood Exchange and the fact that they did ask for some personnel resources.  He stated at this point they recommend that the RCAC be bought back into the discussion, activate the three committees and table the current work plan.  He talked about moving the initiative back to the RCAC, talked about accountability, transparency, the need for some answers as it relates to the funding, the desire the see that money roll over to next year if the questions are not answered, and the desire to work on the plan and come back to the City Council with recommendations.  He stated if it is going to be the RCAC work plan they need to go out and work with the communities, the CAC’s etc., and empower all.  Mr. West stated he feels Mr. Padgett’s heart is in the right place but he doesn’t see this as the RCAC work plan, it is the CAC work plan.  The make up of the RCAC and whether we are talking about the RCAC and/or CAC, the fact that the chairs of the 18 CACs makeup the RCAC so it is one of the same was discussed.
Mr. Stephenson talked about the CAC leaders being the people we have to empower, the fact that they need to come together, talk about the current plan and how to work together.  The possibility of asking the RCAC and the CACs to get together, work together, talk about empowering, what role each would play, the fact that there are valuable resources individually and as a group, the high hopes he has that the new leadership on staff can help build the trust of all, and his feeling that the Council could give them a shot as to what the plan should be and then have discussions with the interim or the full time staff position.  

Mr. West indicated the issue is that the people who are making the decisions are not necessarily connecting with the real problems.  He talked about his working with the people in the communities, seeing their pain, the need to get input from all, the fact that we have CACs with 30,000 to 40,000 people in them and only 13 of 15 people actually attend the meetings.  How to get the people involved, get input from the people who have the real problems, developing solutions that meet all of the problems, and the ability to be inclusive was talked about.  Mr. West stated he does not feel that anyone is trying to exclude anyone but we have a lot of folks who want to get involved in the process but do not know how.  

Mr. Crowder talked about his district which has many of the at risk communities, the historic presidential election we have just had and how it showed us that communication with the people and empowering people through leadership is the way to go.  This should be the people’s plan, the CACs know their communities, they know where the problems are, they know where assistance is needed and he doesn’t think the current plan is the answer.  Points of discussion relating to the feeling that the current work plan may have been developed in isolation, it was developed without involvement of the CACs and the RCAC , tabling this plan, roll the funds over, and giving the people involved an opportunity to develop their program.  

Ms. Baldwin questioned when the new director or interim director of Community Services will be picked and talked about the new person working with the CAC or the RCAC to come up with a work plan.  She stated she feels it would put the new staff person in a better position if they were allowed to work with the people on the plan.  

Mayor Meeker pointed out every time this issue is discussed he sees more and more that there are very strong feelings on this issue.  He stated the Council came up with 8 issues that need to be resolved and suggested that we hold this item and refer it back to the RCAC to work with the new director in terms of developing a work plan.  The possibility bringing in more people to help develop the plan not necessarily the CAC chairs but membership and that may be a way to go was touched on.  Mr. West stated he would be more than happy to set with Mr. Padgett and make some suggestions, may be bring a representative of the CACs and others to work together to come up a workable program.  It was agreed to refer the item back to the RCAC, CACs to work with the new director in coming up with a work plan.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

MEETING SCHEDULED – 2009 – APPROVED

Council members received the following proposed meeting schedule for 2009 as noted on the schedule there are conflicts with several dates which require resolution prior to approval.  The listing was as follows:

CITY OF RALEIGH

2009 CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

ADOPTED _____, 2008

	DAY/DATE
	TYPE OF MEETING
	TIME

	
Tuesday, January 6, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, January 20, 2009
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, February 3, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, February 17, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, March 3, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, March 17, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, April 7, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, April 21, 2009
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, May 5, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, June 2, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, June 16, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, July 7, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, July 21, 2009
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, August 4, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, September 1, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, September 15, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, October 6, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, October 20, 2009
	
City Council


Zoning Hearing
	1:00

6:30

	
Tuesday, November 3, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00

	
Tuesday, November 17, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

	
Tuesday, December 1, 2009
	
City Council
	1:00

7:00


March 14-19, 2009 – Congressional City Conference, NLC, Washington, DC – Conflict
October 6, 2009 – City Council Election Day - Conflict
October 25-27, 2009 – NCLM, Greenville, NC – No Conflict
November 3, 2009 – City Council Election Runoff (if needed) – Conflict 
November 30-December 4, 2009 – Congress of Cities and Exposition, NLC, Denver, CO – Conflict
Recommendation:  Approve the 2009 City Council meeting schedule following resolution of conflict.  After brief discussion Mayor Meeker moved approval of the schedule as presented with the change of the October 6 meeting to October 7.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

301 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – AMENDMENT TO OFFER A PURCHASE – APPROVED

Ms. Baldwin stated she had been excused from participation on this item.  Mayor Meeker stated she would continue to be excused and Ms. Baldwin left the table.  

On November 4, 2008, City Council approved a contract amendment for 301 Hillsborough Street.  The amendment included the condition that 301 Hillsborough Street Partners, LLC purchase the property on an accelerated basis with the real estate closing scheduled to take place on or before December 31, 2008.  It was also amended to read that 301 Hillsborough Street Partners, LLC would secure full project financing in a legally binding commitment from a recognized commercial lending institution no later than December 1, 2008.

City Manager Allen pointed out he had provided Council members with a letter from the bank, documentation from the Reynolds relative to the financing which he does not feel fulfills the requirement.  Mayor Meeker spoke briefly about the economic times and the commitments, the closing dates, and moved approval of the financial commitment as being adequate and that the City move forth and close on the property with the understanding all other milestones in place would remain.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

DOWNTOWN REMOTE OPERATIONS FACILITY – CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT USING ESCROW FUNDS

An escrow in the amount of $300,000 was established during the purchase of the Parker, Lincoln Property (former Westinghouse site) for the downtown remote operations facility to reimburse the City for cost incurred in any testing, cleanup and remediation (environmental work) associated with lot 1AR on the subject property.  The site is currently listed on the North Carolina Division of Environmental and Natural Resource Waste Managements Inactive Hazardous Site Inventory.  The City has until December 2009 to expend escrow funds for this environmental work prior to such funds reverting to the prior owner.  It is desired the City proceed with entering NCDENR’s Registered Environmental Consultant program and utilize the escrow funds to take actions to achieve remediation and remove the site from the Inactive Hazardous Site Inventory.
Recommendation.  Authorize the City Manager to negotiate contract (s) using the noted escrow funds for environmental work – investigative, testing and remediation – associated with the site and proceed with environmental work.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put a roll call vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

HILLSBOROUGH/MORGAN STREET ROUNDABOUT – STAFF AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED

Pursuant to previous direction by Council to pursue final design work on a single lane roundabout at the intersection of Morgan and Hillsborough Streets,  the City’s design consultant PBS&J is nearing completion of plans to the approximate 65% design level.  A public meeting was held on October 14, 2008, to present the 25% design for comment.  It is now appropriate to present the project to City Council to consider final authorization of the project.  A report is in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the design plans and authorize staff to proceed with plan completion and advertisement for bids.

Todd Brooks, PBS&J, pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet updated information on the intersection improvements for Morgan Street and Hillsborough Street from Park Avenue to Mayo.  He highlighted the updates, explaining at the Council’s direction they investigated measures that might encourage west bound motorist who depart downtown traveling to designations in West Raleigh to use routes other than Hillsborough Street.  City staff has identified potential readily implementable mitigation measures to encourage the use of Peace Street to travel westbound to designations west of the intersection such as Cameron Village.  The proposed design will include revising the current signage and pavement markings to accommodate dropping one of the two existing westbound lanes on Hillsborough Street in the way of a “right turn only” lane at St. Mary’s Street.  Supplemental signage will be used to encourage westbound motorists to utilize Peace Street via St. Mary’s Street.  Approximately 10 new on-street parking spaces will be added to the north side of Hillsborough Street between St. Mary’s Street and the proposed roundabout at Morgan Street as a result of the diversion plan.  Staff is conducting an analysis to determine if changes will be needed at the existing signals to accommodate these changes.  He talked about the easements that will be required pointing out those includes a small portion of construction easement along the north side of Hillsborough Street to raise the sidewalk elevation against the newly constructed brick wall owned by St. Mary’s School.  Similar construction easements will be required along the Southeast corner of Morgan Street and Hillsborough Street to reconstruct the sidewalk in front of the property owned by Fletcher Historic Properties, LLC.  Proposed permanent slope easements and driveway easements will be required on the Jade Garden property.  He pointed out they were hoping to avoid the Bolton property but a small construction easement will be needed.  He pointed out in the information received the estimated cost of the project remains at $806,750.  The utility upgrade cost is approximately $50,000 so the total cost is $860,000.  He pointed out they could begin easement acquisition in March of 2009; award a contract in April 2009 with completion in October 2009.  He talked about the proposed changes of traffic on Hillsborough Street, the signage, restriping of the lane, etc.  
Mr. Stephenson talked about the signage and pointed out he feels putting up separate signs is unnecessary.  Mr. Koopman talked about diversion of traffic, via St. Mary’s and Peace Street pointing out that will coincide with Broughton High School traffic and asked about the problems that may develop with the traffic merging.  A representative of PBS&J talked about staff analysis of all of the intersections pointing out that St. Mary’s and Peace Street are pretty congested at this point but the City DOT believes it will function well.  He stated once everything settles out we could make additional changes to the signal to help if needed.  He talked about the phasing of the changes so that it could be monitored.
Brief discussion took place on the fact that people will find the shortest way.  Traffic at a.m. peak and p.m. peak was talked about and the fact that the City would continue to monitor the changes as we move forward.  Mr. Crowder agreed with Mr. Stephenson pointing out he feels people will find their way.  He expressed concern about the additional signage and moved approval of the recommendations as outlined with the exception of the signs to reroute traffic.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mayor Meeker stated the consultants had done exactly what the Council has asked and he would move approval as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.  Getting additional parking back in the area was talked about briefly with the Mayor pointing out more parking on Hillsborough where it was four lanes he feels will be helpful.
CLARENCE E. LIGHTNER PUBLIC SAFETY CENTER – ADMINISTRATION GIVEN DIRECTION
As authorized by City Council, Kling-Stubbins (architect) and City staff proceeded with the next steps on the project including temporary relocation site acquisitions and upfit design, Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) selection and schematic design.  Kling Stubbins will present a brief project summary including Schematic Design plans, exterior views, an update of the Avery C. Upchurch Complex Master Plan and a budget status. Additional material is in the agenda packet for the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center project.
Recommendation:  Approve Schematic Design and authorize the City Manager to proceed with the interim process of design and implementation of the project.

Council members received in their packet a memorandum which explained that the Council authorized the City Manager to proceed with the project under an interim funding plan in order to continue design and construction of the project.  Initial work program items required to proceed and maintain optimal efficiency of consultants, staff and a schedule moving toward construction of the new public safety center included finding temporary quarters for the departments and services that are currently housed or affected by the demolition of the existing municipal building, providing staff support services and facilities, and continuing the design for the center.  Temporary quarters have been secured for the print shop, traffic signal system control center and police department, administrative, detective operations, downtown district and evidence storage to allow the existing 110 McDowell Street Municipal building to be demolished.  The Cabarrus Street and Six Forks Roads sites were acquired totaling $10.5 million.  The cost will be financed outside the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety Center Budget and will be off-set by avoided lease cost and return on investment of future resale of the properties.  These purchases allowed for the design of the fit up of the temporary quarters to proceed, followed closely by actual construction fit up work of these spaces as a continuous process so monies spent will be most effectively utilized.   Concurrently preliminary design services continued for the development of the public safety center in order to optimize the schedule for completing the final design and construction of the new center including significant project activity such as the hiring of a construction manager at risk services for scheduling, project planning and cost estimate, etc. leading to demolition, early foundation packages, timely value management and early consideration of means and methods.  
City Manager Allen highlighted the information.

Michael Stephenson, Kling Stubbins, pointed out they have completed the schematic designs. Utilizing a powerpoint, he went over the goals of the project, updated space needs report and the plan which calls for consolidation of all downtown city government offices by 2027, aggressive pursuit of the City’s sustainability initiatives, central utility plant for all future office buildings, increased emphasis on alternate transit modes, reduced parking with green roof terrace, fulfillment of livable streets initiative, stronger connection to Nash Square.  The Lightner Center will be the first step of implementation of the plan.  He talked about the treatment on Hargett Street, pointing out the building would be seen as the front porch of the City.  It will have an active ground floor, transparent public lobby and maintain and promote a pedestrian street.  There will be active frontages on all four streets, it will retain ground floor uses and all city building entrances will be facing a public street.  He talked about the interim facilities as mentioned by the Manager and pointed out the location of those.  Phase IA would be relocating the Police headquarters to 6716 Six Forks Road, relocating the police downtown station and evidence storage to 218 W. Cabarrus Street along with the print shop, relocation of traffic management to 222 W. Hargett Street, abate and demolish Police building and utilities in site preparation for the Lighter center.  Phase IB would include construction of the 302,000 square feet Lightner building which will be used to consolidate police, fire, emergency communications, traffic, EOC and IT.  It would also include Hargett Street pedestrian improvements and creating a new frontage on Hargett Street and Nash Square.
Phase II of the Master Plan would include constructing Municipal Office Building II which would be 160,000 square foot facility that would consolidate the offices from One Exchange Plaza, construct a central utility plant to serve future offices and construct parking deck and green roof garden.

Phase III would be 150,000 square foot office building to consolidate general government offices.  Phase IV would include a 190,000 square foot office building which would complete the consolidation of governmental offices, construct a new City Council Chamber and complete Hargett Street frontage year 2027 would see the municipal complex completed, consolidated City government, 3,500 downtown City employees within 800,000 square feet, reduced parking, new vision for City government and reinvigorated Nash Square.
Mr. Stephenson went over the Lightner Center programming showing the location of the various floors, talked about the Nash Square view and pointed out the Lightner Center will have 302,000 gross square feet in 16 stories with an LEED gold, 24/7 operation with a highly robust and reliable building and site infrastructure with 72 hour stand alone emergency operation capacity.  He talked about the sustainable design summary touching on public streetscape engaging Nash Square, reuse of previously developed site, utilizing existing infrastructure, bio-retention rain gardens, low maintenance plant materials, rainwater collection and reuse, etc.  He touched on the design including healthy work environments giving examples including maximizing interior day lighting, sunshades to reduce heat, gain and glare, reduced light pollution, recycling and waste reduction, low VOC materials, daylight and exterior views, individual controls of personal environment, use of local materials during construction, maximize use of natural daylight, dimmable lighting, occupancy lighting sensors, under floor distribution systems, energy efficiency building systems, etc.  He pointed out the cost estimate summary is $168,000,000, which includes building and site including escalation, permits, LEED gold certification, CMAR contingency, general conditions and fees, bonds and insurance.  The owners soft cost is $58 million would include design fees, contingency, relocation and upfit, direct purchase fixtures, furniture and equipment, commissioning, testing, special inspections and reserve for a total project cost of $226 million.  He went over the updated project schedule pointing out hopefully the schematic design approval would be now, CMAR selection January 2009 complete design November 2009.  
Mr. Crowder questioned if the recommended action is approving the master plan with City Manager Allen pointing out the Council is not being asked to approve the new master plan.  This is just to provide an update.  Mr. Crowder pointed out Nash Square is owned by the State and expressed concern about suggested changes.  Mr. Stephens asked about the energy savings systems and if we have any information on the estimated life savings of those new systems.  The representatives of Kling Stubbins stated they could deliver those numbers by development deadlines.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval as recommended.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  
Mr. Isley pointed out it is a nice looking building, he has no problem with that but we are in a budget crisis and he does not feel we should build this building right now.  He would rather see the money spent to solve some of our budget issues; he would rather use the money to improve benefits, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do think this is a good time to build from construction cost stand point, etc.  The longer we wait the more expensive the building will be.  He stated we are not jumping in and saying we are building at this point but we are trying to keep on schedule to move ahead if the Council so desires.  If we follow the schedule a decision could be made at budget time or in the summer as to whether to pull the trigger and move forward.  He pointed out we are not talking about just one tax increase this will require a series of small tax increases over a number of years.  He stated these are facilities that are needed today.  He stated our facility is out of date, under utilized, we have been putting off things for a number of years, we have been doing things to put off this need such as decentralization of the police department moving out some of the employees, etc. to keep from having to move forward.  He feels it is a good time to move forward and again pointed out the City Council has various stages at which it could stop the project or pull the trigger.  This is just keeping us online.  
Mr. Isley stated he just sees this as a train heading out of the station and there will be no way to stop it.  Ms. Baldwin stated she understands the concern but she looks at this in several different ways.  There is no better time to be building a project.  A lot of projects are coming in under budget this could be a part of a job creation and she hopes that we can move forward.  Mr. West talked about the need for job creation, phasing and questioned when there will likely be a tax increase to move forward.  City Manager Allen talked about the various projects, the fact that the Council had allowed for some of the impact fees to be utilized for projects such as this, talked about tax increases over the next several years.  He pointed out there is some flexibility.  He talked about facilities that are being built, land that is being acquired and the various elements of the needed facilities and how they would relate to each other and tax increases.
Mr. Koopman stated he understands Mr. Isley’s concerns.  He too is worried about the overall indebtedness of the City which has increased by over 500 percent in the last few years.  He stated he agrees with Mr. Isley that there may be some better ways to spend this money.  He talked about retention of police and the fact that seems to be getting worse.  He doesn’t disagree with the City Manager on this being a good time to build but questioned why build a public safety center if we can’t retain our existing police officers.  He questioned if we are making the right investment with our money.  The fact that the City Council had authorized the increase of starting pay, lateral entry, educational incentives but pointed out we also have to have adequate facilities.  Those who support police and fire have to understand we also have to provide adequate facilities in addition to salary and benefits.   The philosophy of providing adequate salary benefits and facilities was talked about.  Mr. Crowder expressed concern about the slowing of our economy and pointed out he will agree with moving ahead at this point but he may well decide in June to not pull the trigger and stop the project at that point.  He stated sooner or later we have to build the facilities and talked about Mr. Stephenson’s comment about cost savings and other discussions about freeing up property for redevelopment and pointed out he will agree to go forward at this time so we would have the design in place but he is not saying he is ready to move forward with the construction.  The motion to approve the recommendation with the understanding that this is not approving the master plan was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ARTS COMMISSION

IMMIGRANT GATE – PLACEMENT IN MILLBROOK EXCHANGE PARK – APPROVED

Brian Starkey, Chair of the Art Commission, explained the Immigrate Gate which was located in the closed section of Fayetteville Street has been in storage at Marsh Creek.  He stated the Arts Commission has endorsed locating the Immigrant Gate in the Millbrook Exchange Park.  The Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board endorsed the concept.  They held a public hearing to receive public comment.  The artist has visited the location at Millbrook Exchange Park and feels it is a suitable location.  Mr. Isley moved approval of the location of the Immigrant Gate to the Millbrook Exchange Park.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

Mr. Starkey pointed out the Arts Commission will be coming before the Council during the January 6 public hearing with a formal presentation relative to a percentage for art programs.  He explained discussions that have taken place pointing out they will be recommending a program target relating to public buildings, parks, streetscape programs, etc.  A full recommendation will be made at the January 6, 2009 public hearing.  The comments were received.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

ASSESSMENTS – TRIANGLE GREENWAY COUNCIL – DIRECTION GIVEN
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to waive all water, sewer, sidewalk, stormwater or street assessments for the 29.66 acres of land located at 4701 Rock Quarry Road and at 2549, 2553, 2601 and 2605 Friendly Trail upon such time as the properties have been acquired by the Triangle Greenway Council and conservation easements have been placed on the properties.  This is with the understanding that the acquisition and the placement of the conservation easements occur by December 2009.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

PARKING PROGRAM – ON-STREET – DIRECTION GIVEN; TO BE A PART OF LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends moving forward with bringing the on-street parking program and enforcement in house and to fund the first three positions now with the remainder being considered in next year’s budget.  The Committee also recommends including the On-Street Parking Program changes in our legislative package so that new methods of meter activation and expanded uses of the revenue could occur.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – REVISIONS TO INVESTOR REHAB LOAN PROGRAM – APPROVED

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends approval to implement proposed changes to the Community Development’s Investor Rehab Loan Program according to proposed revisions dated November 20, 2008.  A copy was in the agenda packet.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane.  Mr. Crowder stated he reluctantly supported this during Committee discussions and upon further review he cannot support the recommendation.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-1 vote.

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING – LEASE OF SPACE – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported by unanimous vote the Real Estate portion of the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends authorizing staff to negotiate and enter into a lease agreement for property at 127 West Hargett Street, Suite 800, consisting of 5,391 square feet owned by Professional Building Associates, LLC with a lease term of 3 years.  Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PUBLIC UTILITIES SOUTH RALEIGH OPERATIONS CENTER – PROPERTY AT 5380 RAYNOR ROAD – AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE - APPROVED
Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate section of the Budget & Economic Development Committee unanimously recommends the purchase of 7.99 + acres owned by Dalken, LLC for $1,680,000 with $1,350,000 to be paid at closing and the balance of $330,000 due in August of 2009 subject to a satisfactory Phase I environmental site assessment.  The property will be used for the Public Utilities South Raleigh Operations Center.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 504 TF 103.

FIRE STATION 12 RELOCATION – PROPERTY ACQUISITION – APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate section of the Budget & Economic Development Committee unanimously recommends the acquisition of 3.51 + acres owned by Ammons East Corporation for $380,000 subject to satisfactory Phase One Environmental site assessment and updated survey.  The site is located at 4306 Poole Road, 803 Office Way and 807 Office Way.  The property will be used for the relocation of Fire Station 12.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT BUS OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY APPROVED

Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate section of the Budget & Economic Development Committee unanimously recommends the acquisition of 7.68 + acres owned by Ammons East Corporation for $480,000 subject to a satisfactory Phase I environmental site assessment and updated survey.  This property is located at 4310 Poole Road, 4314 Poole Road and 803 Office Way and the property will be used as additional acreage for the Capital Area Transit bus operations and maintenance facilities.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
REZONING Z-37-08 – AVENT FERRY ROAD CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of Z-37-08 as outlined in CR-11258 with revised conditions dated November 25, 2008.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane` moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 506 ZC 629.

REZONING Z-38-08 – STANHOPE AVENUE – TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 6 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends approval of Z-38-08 as outlined in CR-11259 with the inclusion of the six properties on the west side of Rosemary Street and the two properties on Stanhope Avenue to the north.  Council members received a map showing the revised boundary for the rezoning request in their agenda packet.

Mr. Stephenson stated he had talked with City Attorney McCormick and Deputy City Attorney Botvinick concerning this issue.  He believes the Committee recommendation is in keeping with the Comprehensive Plan that is rezoning the 8 properties to R-10.  He stated however he hopes there will be an opportunity to find some type alternative compromise zoning which will help preserve the cultural resources and keep some of these properties out of nonconformance.  He stated may be there should be some additional discussion about alternative zoning.  He suggested holding this until the first meeting in January and let staff facilitate a meeting with the City Attorney and others to hopefully bring forth some compromise zoning.  He stated he would be happy to attend any such meeting.
Mr. Crowder questioned if there is any way to rezone the portion of the properties that are not in dispute with the City Attorney indicating the case should be kept together.  Without further discussion, Mayor Meeker announced the item would be placed on the January 6, 2009 meeting as a special item.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

OXBRIDGE COURT – ADDED TO RESURFACING PROGRAM
Mr. Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommend adding Oxbridge Court to the resurfacing program for fiscal year 2009.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 

REPORT OF MAY AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – COPIES REQUESTED

Mr. Stephenson pointed out the City is about to roll out the Comprehensive Plan update.  He stated he had conversations with people about doing their homework to be able to discuss the Comprehensive Plan proposal.  He stated he would like to have copies of the large scale maps and would request that the CAC Chairs who request large scale maps and full copies of the proposed comprehensive plan be provided those copies.  City Manager Allen questioned if we could make it available to the CACs at a central location, that is, have one set explaining it is very expensive to duplicate.  Mr. Stephenson stated he is not requesting that the book and large scale maps be sent to all CACs only to those CAC Chairs who request it.  He stated if we want to involve the CACs and we have to give them the tools to help.  Mayor Meeker suggested asking the CAC Chairs to come and take a look at the large scale maps if possible.  It was agreed to follow that course of action.  
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin stated she hopes she will be able to present the legislative agenda at the January 6 meeting for discussion by Council.  The comments were received.  
TARBORO ROAD AREA – PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS – REFERRED TO THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Mr. West asked to refer to the Law and Public Safety Committee an item relating to the 300 block of Tarboro Road.  This is the same site where a 16-year old was murdered recently.  He stated he would like to look at a way to get the businesses and others in the area involved including St. Augustine’s College, etc.  He again stated there have been several homicides in this area.  Octavia Rainey has tried to get the businesses and others to the table to discuss the issues.  He stated this is a subset of the bigger issue the Southeast Raleigh Assembly is working on.  He talked about working with Police Chief Dolan, Captain Earnheart and others.  He suggested putting the item in Law and Public Safety Committee and hopefully we could get representatives from St. Augustine, the businesses, store owners, and those being affected to come to the table and discuss the issues.  He pointed out there was a prayer of visual in the area and a call to action to try to work on some of the problems.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Law and Public Safety Committee.

COUNCILOR MCFARLANE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Ms. McFarlane indicated she was talking with some of the representatives from Compiegne and pointed out she learned they have 59 members of their City Council.
Ms. McFarlane indicated recently her daughter’s home was broken into and robbed.  She expressed appreciation to Police Chief Dolan, Police Officers Burton, Perry and Johnson for their help and the way they handled the situation.

CRABTREE VALLEY EXTENSION – PROPOSED DELETION – TO BE PLACED ON 1/6/09 AGENDA
Mr. Koopman pointed out during 2008 there was a comprehensive plan amendment to delete Crabtree Valley extension from the thoroughfare plan.  He stated that did not occur but the City Council made a commitment they would provide a decision by the end of the year.  He feels the Council owns the property owner an answer.  Mayor Meeker suggested the item be placed on the January 6 agenda as a special item to get a report from Administration and any recommendations.  

POLICE RETENTION – BUDGET NOTE REQUESTED

Mr. Koopman talked about the problems the City has with retention of police officers.  He stated police officers work a 12-hour shift which ends up with the officer be away from home for 14 hours.  He stated as he understands the current policy provides them with comp time but comp time they have to use it or lose it and many times there is not time to use it.  He asked about the possibility of paying overtime rather than comp time.  City Manager Allen pointed out we get that request from many departments many times during the year.  He stated if we were to go to that policy he could assure the Council it would break the budget.  He stated it may not be perfect for any one but if you start allowing the police to receive the overtime pay we would have to do the same for other departments.  He stated he is not sure this has anything to do with retention and at this point he could not recommend the overtime pay.  If the Council wants to consider it they should do that at budget time.
Mr. Koopman stated he would be interested in looking at that type information.  Working hours, comp time, the opportunity for off-duty work, etc.  The feeling that it is a catch 22 if you have a retention problem then that means many of the officers are having to work overtime but are not getting paid, they receive comp time.  City Manager Allen pointed out we are working on the retention issue and called on the Council to give a little more time.  He stated the Council has approved the compression of the pay scale, lateral entry pay, compression of the take home vehicles and other possible things.  Give those a chance to work.  Mr. Koopman stated he understands we have approximately 50 vacancy slots now and that number is staggering.  City Manager Allen pointed out it is closer to 70 but we do have a police academy graduating shortly.  After brief discussion Mayor Meeker suggested that the first budget note for 2009 be the overtime pay for police and overtime pay citywide and the impact of that on the budget.

Mr. West asked about senior officers that indicate they are locked in, in terms of salary.  City Manager Allen pointed out we do have pay scale and once any city employee reaches the top of the pay scale they would be locked in.  How we put numbers on benefits, comp time, hours of work, comparisons, etc. was talked about with the Mayor indicating Council members were provided a chart last year and may be that cold be recirculated.
PARKING DECK – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Koopman expressed appreciation for the lady who works in the Municipal Building parking lot pointing out he would like to compliment her on her friendliness.  She does a great job.  The comments were received with various Council members agreeing.

SIGN – WILMOT DRIVE/VANN DRIVE – TO BE CORRECTED
Mr. Crowder pointed out the sign for Wilmot Drive which is located at the corner of Wilmot and Van Street is incorrect.  The street name is “Wilmot” not “Wilmont”, he asked that it be replaced.

KAREN RINDGE - RECOGNIZED

Mr. Crowder asked to recognize Karen Rindge of District D who was recently recognized by the Independent receiving a citizen award for her work on issues in which a group name Wake Up Wake County is involved.  He stated he was very proud of her and wanted to publicly recognize her.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder indicated he too would like to have a complete paper copy of the update of the Comprehensive Plan as well as the large maps.  He talked about a study group that is being put together.  He stated with the upcoming holiday season he wonders if January 30 is adequate time to get all of the comments in.  He stated it is a very detailed document and it will need and will get close scrutiny.  He questioned if we could expand the time a little bit in order to give everyone an opportunity to further review the update.   Mayor Meeker suggested staying on the current schedule and at the end of January we could see where we are and see if additional time is needed but he would hope that we could stay on the schedule.  The comments were received.
APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk read the follow results of the ballot vote.

Human Relations Commissions – One Vacancy – Jimmy Creech – (all Council members)

Planning Commission – One Vacancy – Quince Fleming – 1 (West); Heather Vance – 4 (McFarlane, Koopman, Crowder, Stephenson)

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – Alissa Beirma – 5 (Koopman, Baldwin, Meeker, West, Crowder)

Telecommunications Commission – One Vacancy – No nominees

Transit Authority – One Vacancy Alternate Member – Sylvia Hackett – 5 (McFarlane, Isley, Baldwin, Meeker, West)

It was announced that Jimmy Creech has been appointed to the Human Relations Commission, Alissa Beirma to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission and Sylvia Hackett as an alternate member to the Transit Authority.  The other items will be carried over to the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of Thomas J. Skolnicki and Ted Van Dyk are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder nominated the two for reappointment.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint the two by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – JIMMY THIEM REAPPOINTED

The term of Jimmy Thiem is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for appointment.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Thiem by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
PLANNING COMMISSION – BRAD MULLINS REAPPOINTED

The term of Brad Mullins is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Isley moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Mullins by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – MAICHLE GOULD – REAPPOINTED

The term of Maichle Gould is expiring he is eligible for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Gould by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIONS - ART HOWARD REAPPOINTED
The term of Art Howard is expiring.  He is eligible for reappoint, has an excellent attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Mr. Howard by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

NASH SQUARE – COMMENTS RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick indicated earlier in the meeting there was discussion relative to the Clarence E. Lightner Public Safety which included some comments relative to work to be done in Nash Square.  He asked to remind the Council that Nash Square and Moore Square are owned by the State so the State would have to approve any changes in use, facilities, etc., in Nash Square.  The comments were received.

LOBBYIST – CITY ATTORNEY TO NEGOTIATE
City Attorney McCormick asked for permission to negotiate with the lobbyist from last year to see if we can get them to come on board with us for another year.  Without discussion the Council agreed to allow the City Attorney to enter into that negotiation.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – NOVEMBER 18 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packet minutes of the November 18 joint hearing with the Planning Commission and minutes of the City Council meeting.  Mayor Meeker moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members received in their agenda packet a proposed resolution adjusting, rebating and refunding penalties, exemption relieving interest for the late listing of property for ad valorem tax.  Adoption of the resolution is recommended.  Mayor Meeker moved adoption of the resolution as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NC GS143-318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with the City Attorney and give direction to him regarding the following matters: 1) an update on a workman’s compensation case; 2) an update on the Teer rock quarry dispute and acquisition; 3) an update on the Athens Drive acquisition.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 3:20 p.m.

The Council reconvened an open session at 3:40 p.m. with the Mayor announcing that the Council had met in closed session and heard from the City Attorney on 3 items and provided the City Attorney with advice.

RECESS

Mayor Meeker announced the meeting recessed at 3:41 p.m. to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk

jt/CC12/02/08
The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular reconvened meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2008 in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with all Council Members present.  The Mayor called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

CHAVIS PARK CAROUSEL – REQUEST TO RESCIND DECISION TO RELOCATE – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

F. Lonnette Williams, Central CAC, indicated she has a petition signed by 1,080 citizens who are requesting that the Council reconsider the plan for the relocation of the Historic Chavis Park.  She presented the following prepared statement:

This petition is being presented on behalf of the Central Citizens Advisory Council, the South Park-East Raleigh Neighborhood Association, and other interested citizens, representing over one thousand people who support and have signed the following petition:

“We, the undersigned residents and/or property owners request that the Historic Chavis Park carousel not be relocated to the site proposed near the Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., and that it remain in the historic landscape context and in proximity to its current location. The existing housing’s reuse should be open to the public by broadly publicizing meetings for input in deciding any future developments. 

Additional activities and facilities are requested to support and restore the park as a regional park site, including its historic context of a train, concession stand, a commemorative airplane representing the airplane slide as a tribute to the Tuskegee Airmen, develop a year round aquatics center to replace the downsized pool from the historic Olympic –sized pool. Restrooms and water fountains are necessary public amenities and should be restored to allow for public use and basic accommodations.

The scheduled operations of all park amusement should allow for the public’s full access and use, allowing for the maximum use and compliment those offered by Pullen Park. The maintenance and improvements should remain the responsibility of the City of Raleigh’s Parks and Recreation personnel.

These requests should be funded within a reasonable planning time frame and budgeted with equitable priority as other Park developments throughout the City of Raleigh.”

We believe that the recent changes in the downtown area of the City, which the park is in close proximity, merits a major review of the outdated Parks Plan. The neighborhood demographics have changed dramatically and have a diverse population that will need to be reflected in the planning. Through the recent contract that you awarded  the SPERNA Preservation and Education Program , the NCSU partners, will be an invaluable resource to assist in organizing public meetings , gathering input , and developing a conceptual framework to mirror the broader community’s desires for the park, maintaining its historic context, and reflecting the dynamics of today’s citizen population.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

City Manager Allen pointed out the new carousel building and plan is well underway.  He pointed out the plans were developed with a lot of public input, authorized by the City Council and there have been dollars spent for the new carousel building and the relocation plan.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he understands there was a great deal of efforts by the citizens in Southeast Raleigh on the redesign, reworking of the park, etc.  He stated he understands the desire to save the integrity of the park but to him this is a bigger question.  He would be interested in getting a briefing on the process that was followed to develop the new plan, the status of the redesign, status of the relocation and a better sense of what happened and the importance of the site as it relates to the integrity of the historic value and park. 

Mr. West pointed out this is a very difficult opportunity.  He stated the process that was used was a well attended process.  There was a big cross section of people involved.  He stated however in thinking about the number of people who don’t necessarily agree makes him question the process.  He talked about knowledge of the cost involved but also talked about the spirit, etc. of the community.  He questioned the wisdom we have in setting up the process to respond and how we could look at the gap between the people and their desires.  He stated may be the Comprehensive Planning Committee could look at the planning process.  
Ms. Baldwin pointed out there is an item in committee to review the park planning and process with Mr. Stephenson pointing out the Public Works Committee had expected a report back from NCSU in November but it has been delayed.  He doesn’t know about the delay.  Whether the item could be combined was talked about.  Ms. Baldwin stated sending the item back to Public Works Committee in her opinion is redundant.  She is interested in the planning side, this is a park in the downtown area and she would be interested in looking at this as it relates to the Comprehensive Plan that is look at it from a planning eye.  Mr. West stated as long as the focus would be on the process and not the content.  He stated evidently there was something in the process that did not work.  Some of the people have been missed.  Mr. Crowder suggested referring the item back to the Parks Board as this process went through the Parks Board.  Mr. Stephenson stated he feels a need to get himself up to speed.  Mr. West pointed out he had talked with the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board Chair and pointed out the group which represented the Southeast Raleigh Parks had a major input into this decision.  He stated it is his gut feeling that the Chair of Parks, Recreation Greenway Advisory Board is not interested in having the item back before it; therefore, he suggested referring the item to Comprehensive Planning Committee for review.  Without further discussion, the item was so referred.
SAUNDERS NORTH SMALL AREA PLAN – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS – REFERRED TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Richard Johnson, CitySpace Investment Group, was at the meeting to request actions relative to the Saunders North Small Area Plan and amending the Raleigh Comprehensive Plan and CAMPO relating to the South Saunders Street.  He explained his project pointing out he had been working with Planning and other city officials for the last several years.  All of his development plans have been based on a plan that has been in place since 2004.  He stated every time he talks to people about the Glenwood Avenue extension, everyone said that was a no brainer, there would be no problem in removing it from the plan.  He pointed out time is of the essence.  He pointed out it has taken them a long time to acquire and assemble the property.  They have a builder lined up and pointed out they are not in the financial position to wait another six months before they can start building.  He stated the new building plan has been vetted by everyone and if they cannot move forward now they would lose the construction season.  He stated he had reviewed the draft of the new comprehensive plan and it doesn’t appear to be in conflict with that proposal. 

Mayor Meeker stated this is a complicated issue therefore suggested placing it in the Comprehensive Planning Committee.  Without objection the item was so referred.

PUBLIC NUISANCE VIOLATION FEES – REQUEST FOR WAIVER – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

John Augusta Page was at the meeting to request Council to grant a waiver to New Hope Christian Church relative to public nuisance violation fees.  He stated they own property at 105 East Lee Street, 1101 South Wilmington, 1117 South Wilmington, and 1119 South Wilmington.  The problem is part of it is vacant land and they keep getting cited because people illegally dump in the area.  They clean it up almost every week.  He pointed out they paid out $500 to $600 in violations and still owe over $200.  He stated they want to take care of their property and they try to take care of their property.  Each year they organize a clean up, the problem is the area is open and people come in and dump trash.
Inspections Director Strickland explained the first public nuisance was in September 2007, it was abated in October, another on February 1 was abated by the owner, there was a civil penalty, they did rescind that as it was illegal dumping, went through the history of the various public nuisances abatement charges, etc.  

Mr. West stated he had worked with Mr. Page and the church and the area is uplifting for the community.  Brief discussion took place on the problem with it being suggested the item be referred to the City Attorney.  In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Strickland indicated this is a common problem throughout the City on vacant lots.  He stated owners should regularly monitor their property and if they see something, go in to remove it and notify the Inspections Department on what is happening.  He stated people will dump wherever they can find vacant property.  It is a problem city wide.  After brief discussion it was agreed to refer the item to the City Attorney for discussion with representatives on the church.  

HONEYCUT GREENWAY – WEATHERFIELD PLACE – REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Richard F. Moore, 634 Weathergreen Drive, representing the Weatherfield Place Homeowners Association was at the meeting to talk about the impact of the Honeycut Greenway project on the Weatherfield Place Townhomes.  He stated the project has a proposed route that will come directly through Weatherfield Place, a community of 145 townhomes, in an effort to connect the greenway from Clear Brook Drive to Mourning Dove Drive.  The route through this townhome community was being primarily considered based on an easement that was granted some 30 years ago.  At that time the final phases of Weatherfield Place were not even under construction.  Since that time several homes and a parking lot have been built within a few feet of that easement.  In one area the greenway would come directly to a parking lot accessed by 8 townhomes.  He explained meetings that have been held with the homeowners and pointed out they had asked the greenway planning group to do a walk through so they could explain to them why they thought the proposed route is inappropriate.  He presented photos showing the proposed location, how it comes so close to the rear of some of the townhomes and how it would impact those townhomes.  He stated again the greenway would come within 10 feet of the rear deck or the front stoop of several of the units depriving the homeowners of the use and enjoyment of those areas, would cross private driveways and parking lots creating obstacles to homeowners in using their driveways and parking spaces, create a danger to greenway users and a liability issue as this is the only way these homeowners can get their cars to their homes, would provide potential for unauthorized parking by greenway users on private property and cause concern over security issues for homeowners due to the proximity of the route to the back of these homes.  He pointed out they are not opposed to the greenway but they believe there are other routes available that will not create as much hardship on individual homeowners as the proposed route through Weatherfield Place; therefore, they are asking that the Council remove that route on the plan.
City Manager Allen indicated a firm design alternate has not been selected.  The property owners will continue to have an opportunity for input.  He stated he feels it is premature to remove any alternatives as it is just in the discussion stages.  Mayor Meeker suggested to wait and see what the preferred route is and at that time if the homeowners are dissatisfied that would be the appropriate time to address the issue.  It was pointed out a petition signed by 143 people in opposition to this route was being presented to the Clerk.  Approximately 20 people stood in support of Mr. Moore’s remarks.

UNFIT BUILDING – 210 EAST LEE STREET – TIME EXTENDED TO MARCH 1, 2009

Vester Walker indicated he owns property at 210 E. Lee Street. It has been declared unfit and he had someone to do the repairs; however that person had a mini stroke.  He had to go through the process to find someone else.  He now has another man lined up who states he can do the repairs within 60 days but he is asking the Council to give him 90 days just to make sure.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated this is a very unusual situation.  Mr. West moved that an extension be granted until March 1, 2009.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT DWELLING – 500 GRANITE STREET – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of an ordinance prohibiting occupancy of the unfit dwellings until repaired to comply with the requirements of the Housing Code and pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-6130 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	TIME LAPSE

	
	
	
	

	500 Granite Street (D)
	South Saunders Redevelopment LLC
	   0077863
	153 Days


The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of an ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 508.

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARINGS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	
	
	
	

	1712 Bethel Road (Outside)
	Deborah Douglas
	0092337
	$4,732.00

	920 S Bloodworth Street (C)
	Irma & Aljerney Harris
	0060346
	$230.00



	905 S Blount Street (C)
	Downtown Divas Investments LLC
	0073005
	$369.00

	3812 Boddie Drive (B)
	Mario Deras Rivera
	0019887
	$267.00

	559 E Edenton Street(C)
	Peter Sandaluk

Olga Maksimova
	0041837
	$237.00

	5 Fort Alley (C)
	George & Brenda Peace Cantey
	0021071
	$311.00

	222 E Lenoir Street (C)
	Shaw University
	0063606
	$453.00

	764 Lunar Drive (C)
	Jeanette Ford
	0101924
	$263.00

	2400 Maplewood Lane (C)
	Charlie Gordon Wade III

Roshaun Gordon Wade
	0277252
	$347.00

	3329 Neptune Drive (B)
	Dulce Fernandez
	0244894
	$241.00

	708 Oak Road (D)
	Joyce Ward
	0005961
	$268.00

	2601 (2605, 2607 Wayland Drive) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0076105
	$347.00

	2705 (2705, 2707, 2709) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366555
	$336.00

	2715 (2711, 2713) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366556
	$336.00

	2719 (2715, 2717, 2719) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366557
	$324.00

	2727 (2721, 2723) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366558
	$324.00

	2731 (2725, 2727, 2729, 2731) Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366559
	$324.00

	2735 Oberlin Road (E)
	The Gantis Group LLC
	0366560
	$339.00

	4109 Old Poole Road (Outside)
	Taewoo & Jean Park
	0077284
	$651.00

	2709 Owl Tree Court (C)
	Dawitt Ferew
	0111824
	$529.00

	8428 Parkstone Drive (E)
	Terence & Stephanie Thomas
	0297196
	$279.00

	1220 Pender Street (C)
	Barney Joyner Family Trust
	0032707
	$239.00

	815 S Person Street (C)
	Delores Jones Hinton Trustee
	0232364
	$558.00

	6123 Poole Road  (Outside)
	6123 Poole Road Land Trust property owner trustee
	0000074
	$337.00

	7241 Shelburne Drive (A)
	Jonathan & Kimberly Cox
	0131863
	$1,499.00

	1516 Sunrise Avenue (B)
	Tola Omotayo
	0023357
	$241.00

	2413 Village Grove Road (A)
	Gerri Dunn
	0118670
	$211.00

	3405 Woodmeadow Pkwy (C)
	Nazmin Mohammed
	0273129
	$241.00

	35 Xebec Way (D)
	Soodabeh Mirblook

Davold Ahmadi-Torshizi
	0193192
	$248.00


Mayor Meeker stated the item relating to 905 S. Blount Street has been paid therefore that item should be withdrawn from the list.  Administration has withdrawn the item relating to 3812 Boddie Drive.  The Mayor opened the hearing on the remaining locations; no one asked to be heard, thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of the resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 769.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD – HEARING – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

This was a hearing to consider the realignment and widening of Falls of Neuse Road from Raven Ridge Road to Falls of Neuse Road.  Improvements will consist of paving to include wider outside lanes for bicycle accommodations, curb and gutter (minimum of 96.5 feet back to back of curb with grass median) and sidewalk on the west side and a multi-purpose path on the east side and a new bridge over the Neuse River.  Assessments for the project will apply.

City of Raleigh Project Engineer Sylvester Percival introduced representatives of URS, the consultants on the Falls of Neuse Road project.  The representatives from URS went over the project limits background, purpose of the project, history, engineering data which indicates this would be a four lane divided median curb and gutter cross section.  The project would also include new dual bridge structure over the Neuse River.  The basic roadway design includes a 43 foot 6 inch raised landscape median with a 5 foot sidewalk on the west side from Raven Ridge Road to the end of the project and an 8 foot multi-purpose path on the east side of Raven Ridge to just south of the new bridge structure over the Neuse River.  The project alignment includes two distinct sections that will be constructed as separate projects.  Phase I of the project will begin near Waterwood Court and be on a new location across the City of Raleigh property, crossing the Neuse River and connecting to new Falls of Neuse Road and the Wakefield development.  Phase II of the project will involve the widening of the existing section of Falls of Neuse Road from just south of Raven Ridge Road up to approximately Waterwood Court where Phase I will begin.  The project will typically be contained within 120 foot right-of-way.  They went over the traffic volumes, speed limit which is anticipated to be 45 mph, explained the condition of the existing road and went intersection by intersection explaining proposed improvements.  He touched on permits that will be needed, traffic control, assessments which will be applied, estimated total cost, design services, alternatives, new bridge structure, project frame work, compliance with various agencies, the number of public hearings that have been held and number of hearings that will be held.  He went through the time line of the various events.  In response to questioning from the Mayor, it was pointed out the total project cost is some $28 million with Ms. Baldwin questioning the source of funds with it being pointed out there would be 13.8 from the Feds.  
Lengthy dialogue followed between the Council and the consultants relating to the need for a 6 lane road, the fact that what is being proposed is a 4 lane road with an ultimate build out to 6 lanes, whether the consultants had considered future plans for improvements to Capital Boulevard, whether a six lane road is needed, the requirements to build for future capacity, how long the four lanes would be there before two additional lanes are needed, the possibility of building from the inside out and not acquiring the total right-of-way, the cost differences of four lanes and six lanes, right-of-way cost, the fact that the consultants have to use adopted plans, not anticipated plans, whether anticipated transit improvements could be considered, the process used in planning, the impact of the use of Federal funds and the understanding that funds were sought by the City Council to construct this road which was the City’s top priority.  The Wake County Mayors Association supported the project funding because of the bridge safety concerns.  The fact that the economy is changing as we speak, prices, changing attitudes, concern about using assumptions of the past rather than the future, and the feeling that everyone feels we need to widen Falls of Neuse Road but not to six lanes were touched on by various Council members and consultant representatives.  The feeling that we should take into consideration current trends, vehicle size, oil prices, transit, new proposed plans to improve other roads in the area and whether the assumptions are the right assumptions were discussed.  The possibility of just building four lanes and not acquiring the right-of-way for the ultimate build out, the difference in the cost, and the determination that would be more expensive because if you build the infrastructure for a four-lane road and have to tear it out for a six lane, it would be much more expensive.  The possibility of building inside now and worry about the outside two lanes in the future and the differences in cost was discussed with it being pointed out it is probably a million and a half difference.

City of Raleigh Engineer Lynn Raynor pointed out the City had received confirmation from the Federal Highway Administration and NCDOT that if the City Council wanted to build four lanes we would still have to purchase the entire right-of-way and construct the drainage, utilities, sidewalks, multi-purpose path, etc., in the future location.  We would have to do clearance for all of the utilities.  

Discussion then took place as to how we had got this far along in the design and the feeling that it is already a done deal with various staff members pointing out we have to adhere to standard practices and we had to hire consultants to investigate how to move forward.  The fact that Federal funds are being used which ties the City’s hands to a certain extent was also talked about.

The Mayor opened the hearing to the public.
Gene Senecal stated he is president of the River’s Oaks Homeowners Association and a founding member of NORCHOA which stands for North Raleigh Coalition of Homeowners Associations which it is currently made up of 8 homeowners associations representing the communities of Bedford, Autumn Hill, Falls Pointe, Daltons Ridge, Oakcroft, Woodsprings, Woodbridge and River Oaks.  These homeowner associations represent some 2,308 families plus some independent landowners and other residents of homeowners associations not currently a part of their coalition.  Mr. Senecal presented a detailed PowerPoint indicating every one understands and supports a widening of Falls of Neuse Road.  It is clear to everyone that the traffic a peak hours must be addressed starting around 7:00 a.m. through 9:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. through 6:00 p.m.  Traffic volumes at other times are quite acceptable.  They are seeking a solution to the traffic problem now not a solution that attempts to solve unknown potential problems 30 years down the road.  He gave a back ground of the corridor, explained the focus by URS and the city staff on an eventual six lane super street that will require 120 feet to 135 feet right-of-way which will change Falls of Neuse to a regional artillery roadway serving towns and municipalities outside Raleigh.  He stated they have repeatedly asked for cost comparisons of a four lane alternative versus a six lane.  He went over the issues of the six lanes versus four lanes, issues of the center line versus restricted access medians, safety, economical impact of the city’s plan on the residents of the area and summarized by indicating they are recommending that the City adopt a four lane strategy with stripped bicycle lanes in the outside lanes and a multi-use pathway on the east side; employ a center lane that allows free flowing access to the neighborhoods; reduce the right-of-way required for the project, that is, only acquire the land needed for four lanes and a center lane; align the road with the current Falls of Neuse format; maximum speed of 45 mph; prohibit all nonlocal truck traffic; introduce a pedestrian crossing concept at multi-points along the thoroughfare which will stop traffic and enable a safe crossing and above all help preserve the residential setting of the area.  
Purshotam Rajani, 1905 Falls Farm Crossing, spoke in opposition to the six lanes.  He pointed out the projected traffic at this point is 24,000 on two lanes and in 30 years the projection calls for 44,000 so if we went to four lanes it would be no worse than it is today.  He talked about the economic conditions, the philosophy of widening the roads to serve development but the area is pretty well developed, talked about increasing lanes on other roads if we followed this concept, the Council looking at providing more public transit, look at energy efficiency and in general spoke in opposition to the six lanes.
Patricia Halperen, River Oaks Subdivision, asked about the purpose of the street, questioned if any air quality analysis have been done and if so asked that they be posted on the web site, talked about land use policies directing roadway designs, spoke in opposition to the six lanes, compared Falls of Neuse to Strickland Road, talked about the need to increase impact fees so that development would pay for road improvements, talked about the impact of improvements to Capital Boulevard a major thoroughfare and how improvements to that thoroughfare would alleviate traffic problems on Falls of Neuse.

Tim Niles, 11509 Midlavian Drive, Vice President of the Daltons Ridge Homeowners Association and a member of NORCHOA made a PowerPoint presentation pointing out the residents of Daltons Ridge built their homes in locations based on the plans for a four lane Falls of Neuse Road.  He stated he agrees with everything said by Mr. Senecal.  He presented photographs of Falls of Neuse Road explaining that a 120 foot right-of-way will be within a few feet of the existing walls and fences of Dalton Ridge.  It would also remove existing tree buffers and landscaping outside the neighborhoods of Dalton Ridge and Falls Pointe.  When the homes were built there was no plan to widen Falls of Neuse to a six lane divided highway.  The plans called for a four lane.  He presented photographs showing specific locations of the wall as it relates to the road, how the widening would put the sidewalk right next to the wall which would make a dangerous situation.  He presented examples of six lane divided highways in the area which included 64 in the Knightdale area, Capital Boulevard near Triangle Towne Center, Glenwood Avenue near Town Ridge, Glenwood Avenue near Brier Creek, etc.  He indicated in March of 2005 a rezoning petition for property near the entrance of Falls Pointe included documentation which indicated that the 2004 to 2014 CIP has identified a project to widen Falls of Neuse Road to a four lane curb and gutter section illustrating that just a few years ago the City’s intent was to widen Falls to a four lane road with a center lane.  He talked about all that was based on that plan.  He questioned what caused the change in plans pointing out it is his understanding it was the lure of Federal dollars which would require that land for the six lanes be purchased based on projections for 2035.  He talked about the City of Raleigh’s Planning Department’s mission statement which talks about preservation, maintaining communities, etc.  He feels if the six lane road is built it would do nothing but cause problems.  It would erode their property values, encourage more traffic, bring increased noise, air pollution, etc.  He talked about other roads in the area and the feeling that Raleigh should be concentrating on fixing US 1 to make it a limited access expressway to be a feeder into I540.  He talked about the space between the neighborhoods and the road based on a four lane road versus a six lane road.  He stated the City should have not approved development of all the residential neighborhoods on this corridor at their present location if they intended to make Falls of Neuse a major expressway and that all the documentation he can find indicates that it was never the City’s intention to make this a six lane highway.  He talked about DOT’s arguments for medians versus center lanes and questioned the statement that medians allow a refuge area pointing out no one can get across three lanes of traffic going 50 mph.  He disputed various claims of medians requiring less pavement, allows more room for landscaping and more attractive corridors.  He presented information on the Falls of Neuse Road realignment and the website relating to center lane versus median safety which showed a picture of US 17 Market Street in Wilmington as an example stating there are no similarities.  He presented information disputing the various statements.  He pointed out the residential neighborhood designs were based on the City’s published plan to widen Falls of Neuse to a four lane road with a center turn lane, that is how the homes were promoted and sold.  Every one relied on the City’s plans.  He pointed out this is not a situation where citizens purchased homes nearing an existing airport or other facilities knowing full well there would be noise and then years later decided to complain.  The neighborhoods and neighbors did their due diligence based on information provided by the City before making the decisions to purchase homes in the area.  He stated they are simply asking the City to build the road as they always intended to build it.
Reverend Carl Wheaton, Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, 1072 Falls of Neuse Road pointed out the church has been there since 1873.  He stated if the project goes to six lanes it will take most of their yard, increase the noise and increase safety hazardous for their members.  He pointed out barriers will be put up and it would be in the best interest of the Church if the road was improved to 4 lanes only.  

David Cox, Stone Chase Court, representing the Oak Cross Subdivision pointed out he is in support of widening from 2 to 4 lanes.  He read statements of opposition pointing out he has attended all of the hearings, and on several occasions he had asked that the transcripts of the last meeting be made a part of this meeting so that everyone would understand all of the opposition.  He again stated they do support the widening but are opposed to six lanes.  He talked about maintaining the sense of place, roadside vegetation, the extended right-of-way requiring the removal of many trees and landscape entrances to subdivisions and no plans on the part of the City to replace those, talked about the conflict with the Comprehensive Plan and disregard of personal property values.  He questioned going to six lanes when it is not needed, evoking the power of condemnation without demonstrated need being an abuse of power, the proposal being challenged in court and at the ballot box, and called for 4 lanes with a center turn lane.  He talked about the requests that they had made during the public meetings but the request have not been honored.  They asked for different alternatives but the City says they do not feel obligated to develop additional alternatives, the fact that the City is presenting a plan and will not budge, expressed concern about the wasted money, how much the people in the areas have invested in their homes and no one seems to care.
Angel Dowden, 9243 Tabriz, expressed disappointment with the current plan.  She spoke in opposition to six lanes pointing out they could live with 4 lanes.  She talked about property that had been taken from her in the past widening and how her property would be affected by the proposed widening.  She pointed out she has two five year olds who like to play in the back yard but she fears for their safety as this widening would come within 20 feet of her home.  She was told orange mesh would be put up, she talked about trees that she would loose, asked about the possibility of having a concrete wall put up to help protect her children.  She talked about the location of the u-turns, accommodations for those living there, how many times they have asked for changes but no alternatives have been presented.  

Tom Robertson, President of the River Oaks Homeowners Association pointed out most of them would like to be left alone.  He talked about the amount of traffic that will have to make u-turns, and called on the City to look at alternatives.  He talked about comments he had heard about Federal requirements pointing out the Feds do not require anything, they approve projects.  He stated we should build a project that is right for the area and if we need more money then we should pay more taxes.  He stated he has voted yes to every tax increase and he feels if we need more to have the roads we need then people would pay more tax.  He stated he was not sure how we got from a four lane to a six lane proposal, talked about River Oaks being on both sides of Falls of Neuse and no provisions to get people across Falls of Neuse, expressed concern about the assessments, the location of the Homeowners Association pool creating designs problems and expressed concern about the project in general.
Sam Rabon, 1301 October Place, indicated he lives at the corner of October/Falls of Neuse/Autumn Road.  He presented a photo of his property which shows 13 mature leyland cypress that he planted taking into consideration a widening of Falls of Neuse to four lanes.  He pointed out it had been staked out to show a six lane widening and he would loose the 13 mature cypress trees.  He showed two houses in the area which had lost their residential appeal because of past widening.  He talked about the concern of U-turns at this intersection which will cause a safety problem.  He stated he does not understand the City of Raleigh wanting him to pay $10,000 for sidewalk and widening that he does not want and to cut down trees he does want.  He talked about the merits of four lanes versus six lanes, expressed concern about the comparison Falls of Neuse to Capital Boulevard, and US 17 Market Street in Wilmington.  He talked about the widening which will make the first row of homes to become uninhabitable and various concerns the neighbors have which have caused them to ban together and call for the right size road, that is, four lanes with a turn lane.
Linda Strotter, 10805 September Court, stated she moved to the location in 1987.  She talked about the number of trees she lost due to utility installations and how many more she would probably lose with a six lane road.  Her fence would have to come down.  She expressed appreciation to the people from the City who worked so well with her pointing out she is a corner lot so she will be affected all the way around.  She expressed concern about the lost of property, trees, concern about the intersection pointing out she would be one of the few people who will be able to come out of her yard and turn both ways.  She expressed concern about the area becoming a u-turn alley pointing out they had asked for a traffic light but were told that would not occur.  They asked for a barrier to protect them from noise and pollution and help with safety, etc., but where told that would not occur.  She questioned if the Council would listen to the people or if the rules of the federal and state would supercede.  She expressed concern about the proposed widening to six lanes. 

Robin Reid, 1413 Whittington Drive, President of the Woodspring Homeowners Association, pointed out they are in total agreement with the previous speakers.  She expressed concern that the Woodspring residents who wish to travel south on Falls of Neuse would have to go north on Falls of Neuse cross 3 lanes of traffic and make a u-turn.  She feels that would be an unsafe movement and create more traffic on residential streets as people feel it would be an unsafe movement.  The master plan calls for some of the streets to be closed off forcing even more traffic through the residential streets.  It would be unsafe for children to play or for walkers in the planned residential streets.  She expressed appreciation to the Mayor for is leadership in planting trees however it makes no sense to destroy trees now for a thoroughfare that may never be needed.  The residents could enjoy the trees for 35 more years.  She expressed concerns about landscaping and noise pollution, the fact that six lanes would not allow for landscaping to buffer the communities, called the City irresponsible for plopping a super commuter highway in the middle of a residential neighborhood which the City approved to be built within the last years.  Everyone knew that Falls of Neuse was to be widened of four lanes, expressed concern that they must pay for the new sidewalks and multi-purpose path, pointed out she had contacted Gail Smith with questions that she asked to be answered before at the meeting tonight, received a response that the letter had been forwarded to Jimmy Upchurch but she had not received any answers.  She expressed concern that the City places developer’s rights over those of private citizens, the fact that the developer should have paid for the road, expressed concern to the public planners about how a six lane road with u-turns effects emergency vehicles and she has seen no reports from the Fire Department or has the issue been addressed at public meeting.  She expressed concern that some bureaucrat found a government program that would pay for a six lane road and not a four lane indicating that is ultimate irresponsibility on the part of elected officials as it is speeding more money needlessly in trouble times.  She questioned how the City could move forward with a project that would ruin the quality of life, ruin the environmental with noise pollution, harmful emissions, cause home prices to plummet, cause homeowners associations to have to reassess property owners to rebuild the landscaped entrances and stated she does not understand the logic.  She asked the Council to re-examine the proposal and think about the residents of Raleigh not the residents of outlining towns that would utilize this road.  She summarized by stating they do not want a six lane road, they are demanding a four lane road with a center turn lane and asked that the comprehensive plan be modified to reflect the residential nature of that part of the corridor.  
Bobby Roach, 1605 High Holly Lane, talked about rezoning Case Z-32-08 and how that was defeated.  He talked about their work to defeat that rezoning as it was going to noncommercial pointing out the neighborhood wants to stay a residential neighborhood.  He talked about the number of houses that might have to be acquired if it goes to six lanes and talked about the value of those houses which would make the project more expensive.
Mike Paul, 2013 Stoney Ridge, pointed out he represents the 2,400 homes that have been referred to previously.  He pointed out the membership of their organization are many faces, backgrounds, etc., but they have one voice in opposition.  They support the four lane widening with the center turn lane.  He talked about loss of trees, privacy, etc., pointing out they are opposed to every aspect of six lanes for the many reasons that have already been mentioned.  He talked about cut-through traffic pointing out it makes no sense to spend all of this money for something that is not needed at this point.  He asked the Council to reconsider and help them preserve their neighborhood.  He stated the engineers have done a great job but they did not include the human element.  Approximately 50 people stood in support of his remarks.  
Robert Gale, Paddy Hollow Lane, Woodbridge Subdivision, talked about the intersections pointing out one was omitted.  He talked about the project and the treatment of the intersections.  

Lonnie Bunn, 1321 Kings Grant, stated he never heard the answer to Mr. Koopman’s question, that is, what are the alternatives to a six lane road.  He pointed out he understands we may loose Federal funding if we do not build a six lane road.  He stated this is a major issue and the Council is to serve the public.  
Mayor Meeker closed the hearing and pointed out it seems the sentiment of all is very clear.  He stated he would like for the Council and staff trying to sort out all of the issues and see if there is some way we can meet the objectives and preserve the Federal funds.  He stated he understands the questions relate to access, traffic light at the intersection of October and Tabriz.  He stated we have gone pretty far down the road with a six lane approach and questioned how we address the Federal funding issue.  He stated this is a road that the City of Raleigh wanted and needed and he would question how we can get it down to the appropriate size.

City Manager Allen pointed out the Council would need to take a position as to what they feel is appropriate for Falls of Neuse Road, put in writing and send it to NCDOT and the Feds.  Say this is a roadway that is appropriate and needed at a certain size.  He stated from what we have received so far in writing, it is assumed that they will not approve anything other than six lanes.  He called on the Council to tell staff what they want to build and delay the design work until we get information that what is desired would be approved by the NCDOT and the Feds.  It was pointed out this is a state road and it is important with the Mayor talking about the Wake County Mayors Association supporting the building of this road.  It was a courtesy of the Mayors to ask for the money and that is why we were able to get the funding.  How to proceed from this point was talked about and the fact that it would be appropriate for the City Council to take a position and forward that position to the appropriate parties.  Mr. Koopman pointed out the letter that Council members received from the Department of Transportation seems to indicate that they are not forcing the City to build the facility but we would need to get the right-of-way and build it some point in the future.  He stated we need to determine if we have to acquire the full right-of-way.  Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council take a position to put the City Council on record as supporting a four lane road with a center turn lane and gather information to support that position and preserve the Federal funding.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.
Ms. Baldwin questioned if we have any idea as to how long it might take us to hear; that is how much delay this may cause.  City Manager Allen talked about the Hillsborough Street project in which the City and the State disagreed pointing out he does not know what the delay would be but at this point the staff would try to build the best case based on data and then try to convince the State and the Feds to go in that direction.  He stated there is a potential of this delaying the project significantly.  Whether there is other funding for this project was talked about as well as the employment that the road construction would bring to the area.  Mr. Koopman stated we need to start putting together a letter from the City Council reviewing all of the information to make a case.  The motion as made was put to a vote which passed unanimously with the Mayor indicating we would hold this issue and direct staff to develop a case, recommendation and letter to be submitted and then the Council would take the issue up again and decide how to proceed with that point.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – BUILDERS OF HOPE PROPOSAL – TO BE PLACED ON JANUARY 6, 2009 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

This was a hearing to consider authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement to sell Builders of Hope, Inc. up to 26 improved lots for $28,160 each via the private sale process outlined in NCGS 160A-457.  Builders of Hope, Inc. will relocate and rehab houses and place them on the property to be sold to first-time homebuyers in support of the City’s affordable housing program.

Attorney Clyde Holt representing Nancy Murray, Founder and Executive Director of Builder of Hope, was at the meeting to urge the Council to approve the recommendation of the Budget and Economic Development Committee to sell up to 25 improved lots for $28,160 each via the private sale process as outlined.  He explained the proposal in which Builders of Hope would relocate and renovate existing homes on these 25 lots, put them on the market for low and modern income.  He stated Council members had received the specifics in their agenda packet and he would be glad to answer questions.
Danny Coleman, 517 Rock Quarry Road, talked about the tour the Council members held.  He stated this concept makes a lot of sense.  Ms. Murray came to the CAC in November and presented the proposal.  Ms. Murray agrees that at least two members of the CAC would go on the Board of Directors for Builders of Hope.  He stated the housing he saw was very substantial, he likes housing in which nothing shakes or moves.  He stated we have to a way to assure that the aesthetics in all of the little rules are complied with and Ms. Murray has stated she would be glad to work with the community.  He again stated he just wants to make sure that the CAC gets a chance to review the documentation so that they have information and are empowered to act.  He pointed out the community had been led to believe that Jeff Davis was going to be the developer and there was some concern as to what happened to that process.
Margo White, 816 S. State Street, indicated her family home has been in this area since 1958.  She pointed out there is a mistrust issue in the community as it relates to the City of Raleigh.  She stated they had only heard about the Builders of Hope proposal on November 25 they thought that Jeff Davis was coming in and doing the development.  She stated there has not been enough time since the Builders of Hope proposal has been made public for the community to get involved.  She stated she understands this is pretty much a done deal and that causes concern.  She stated she is also representing Dorothea Sanders who is a past CAC Chairman who lives on the same block.  She stated they understand the decision to allow the sale to Builders of Hope meets all of the City needs.  She stated they went over and saw some of the homes but she does not feel they are the quality of housing they would like to see in their community.  She thought they were going to get something of quality but when she went on the tour, all she saw was a hodpodge of housing, it looked like patch work and does not seem to be what they want in their community.  She talked about the type of housing that would be put in the area and compared them to what she on the tour pointing out the ones on the tour looked cheap, the columns were hollow, does not seem to be what they thought they were getting.  She thought that there would be homes with garages, sidewalks, good quality housing. It seems they are getting throw aways.  She asked what happened to the Jeff Davis proposal and talked about the quality of housing, whether the community has a choice, whether it is a done deal, whether they have to accept cheap housing and why they don’t have the choice that are offered in other parts of the City.  She just does not understand all of the plans and what is being proposed.
A representative of the Ark of Wake County spoke in support of the proposal.  She talked about Barrington Village and how that benefits everyone.  She talked about her like of mixed neighborhoods, and what is being proposed is the type of thing she likes to see.  She stated bringing or putting neighbors on the homeowners association is a very appropriate thing to do.  She talked about the City’s passage of a housing bond a few years ago and how there is money left in that and in her opinion we do not have enough now profits out there doing the work.  She called on the Council to give them a chance.  
Donna Stein, Dudley Realty, indicated she had sold some of the homes in Barrington Village.  She does a lot of work with first time homeowners and at one time did work with Passage Homes.  He talked about the quality of the homes that she sold on behalf of Builders of Hope, spoke in support of Builders of Hope, talked about the type of homes that they are putting in the area, and the quality of workmanship that is not found in new homes.  He stated he is trying to help the people understand that they are getting quality.  A gentleman spoke in support of the proposal but asked that in the future if the RFP process is going to be set aside we should include different income levels.
No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.

Attorney Holt indicated the next step would be for the City Manager and the City Attorney and Community Development Department work on a contract pointing out inspections and appearance, aesthetics and quality need to be included.  Discussion followed as to how Community Development will make sure that the houses are inspected, viewed and make sure they are in compliance with the various codes, regulations, etc.  Whether this is to become a model for the way Community Development will work, the need to make sure that the CACs are involved and have a role in the homeowners association and it be an active role.

Lengthy discussion followed with Mr. West pointing out he was at the CAC meeting and went on the tour.  He stated this is more than just another housing development.  There is a lot of mistrust and misunderstanding.  He stated one of the things he sees as a problem is there is no method to ensure the partnership with the community.  He talked about this being a private sale and the need to facilitate with the community to make sure that the quality of houses is good and the need to involve the community and make sure they understand, make sure we have the kind of structure that insures that members of the CAC have a role in aesthetics, quality of development, social issues, etc., we need to set up some type trial model.  How to oversee the aesthetics, quality of housing, how it would be worked into a model, how to make sure that everyone is involved, attendance at CAC meetings, the fact that this project would be phased, the first including five homes that would be somewhat of a test, the agreement of Builders of Hope to include people from the community on board, include the people from the community in the decision making process, Mr. Holt’s agreement that the chairperson or their designee of the CAC would be on the board, the opportunity of Builders of Holt to involve the area youth in helping with the rehab, get others involved in training, just how the proposal would work and develop a model was talked about at length.
Mayor Meeker suggested that the Council indicate it is inclined to proceed with this proposal and ask the City Manager and those involved to come back with a contract which would reflect the participation of the community and how that would work.  Ms. Margo White questioned again how the City got from a private developer to Builders of Hope.  Mr. West talked about the need for everyone to sit down together so they would be comfortable with the decision.  Whether it would cause problems to wait until January was talked about and the Director of Operations of Builders of Hope pointed out they would like to move ahead as soon as possible so they would not miss the construction period.  
Community Development Director Grant pointed out this is a two phased process, the City Council has authorized the City to move forward with putting in the infrastructure including sidewalks, etc.  The first part of the process will have a pre-bid meeting within the next day or so.  The infrastructure will be moving forward.  Ms. McFarlane 
questioned what specifics Mr. West would like to see them offer that they are not offering with Mr. West pointing out he does not know, he stated there has been no process involved we normally use an RFP process, everyone grew comfortable with that, but now we are changing the process and if this is going to be a model we need to make sure that the community is involved and understands and appreciates the process.  Attorney Holt stated they would be pleased to attend and meet with the CACs or whoever with Mr. Coleman stating they would be glad to have a special call meeting.  It was agreed to hold the item, let Builders of Hope meet with the CAC or community and during the meantime the City Attorney and the City Manager will work with Attorney Holt on the contract and we would place the item on the January 6 meeting for further consideration.
ANNEXATION – VARIOUS – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider the following petitioned annexations.  If following the hearings the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2008, and a resolution placing the properties into the appropriate electoral districts.


LOCATION





ELECTORAL DISTRICT

Hyatt Hotel







E


Loving Word Baptist Church





C


North Raleigh Christian Academy




B

The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. West moved adoption of ordinances annexing the properties effective December 31, 2008 and adoption of a resolution placing the properties in the appropriate electoral districts.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0.  See Ordinances 509, 510, 511 and Resolution 770.
SIDEWALK REPAIRS – 501 SOUTH BLOODWORTH STREET – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider sidewalk repairs at 501 South Bloodworth Street with repairs to be assessed at 100% of actual cost in accordance with Code Section 6-2023.  The Mayor opened the hearing no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of the resolution as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 761.
SIDEWALK ASSESSMENT ROLLS 381 AND 382 – HEARING – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of a resolution confirming the following preliminary assessment rolls.

Sidewalk Assessment Roll 381 - Currituck Drive according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-732 adopted on November 4, 2008.

Sidewalk Assessment Roll 382 - Various locations according to charges outlined in Resolution 2008-733 adopted on November 4, 2008

The Mayor opened the hearing.  The City Clerk indicated Sidewalk Assessment Roll 381 should be amended to show that lot 41 would be in the name of Virginia Lilyquist; that is, delete the named “Marvin” from the roll.  No one else asked to be heard, Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution confirming Sidewalk Assessment Roll 381 as amended and Sidewalk Assessment Roll 382 as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolutions 772 and 773.
Adjournment:  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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