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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 20, 2009, in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.





Mayor Charles C. Meeker, presiding





Mayor Pro-Tem James P. West





Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin





Councilor Thomas G. Crowder





Councilor Philip R. Isley





Councilor Rodger Koopman





Councilor Nancy McFarlane





Councilor Russ Stephenson

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Mayor Pro Tem James P. West.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Philip R. Isley.  The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
SIR WALTER RALEIGH AWARD – JOHN KANE – RECOGNIZED
Mayor Meeker pointed out several weeks ago the Sir Walter Raleigh Awards and Recognition was held.  John Kane, an individual recipient, could not attend because of a long-term commitment.  Mayor Meeker stated he wanted to recognize Mr. Kane for his outstanding contributions and recognize him for receipt of the Sir Walter Raleigh Individual Award.  He stated 8 or 9 years ago Mr. Kane and citizens of Raleigh realized that North Hills Shopping Center and general area was fading.  Mr. Kane entered the picture and has developed North Hills West which is probably one of the best examples of mix-used development in the City.  Mr. Kane is continuing his work on the east side and is doing a mix-use development there.  The west side includes shopping, residential, hotel, etc.  Mayor Meeker stated this is the type development we want to see in our City.  Mayor Meeker stated he is very proud of what Mr. Kane has accomplished and knows he has done a lot of other work other than North Hills but North Hills is a prime example of his work.  Mr. Kane accepted the plaque.
PROCLAMATION – RED RIBBON WEEK – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming October 22 through October 31, 2009 as Red Ribbon Week in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Alber Scott of the Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  In accepting the Proclamation, Mr. Scott expressed appreciation to the City Council for all their work and continued support of the Commission and fight against illegal drugs.
PROCLAMATION – UNITED NATIONS DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming October 24, 2009 as United Nations Day in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Robert Lamb, President of the Wake County Chapter of United Nations Association.  

PROCLAMATION – DAY AGAINST VIOLENCE – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming October 16, 2009 as a Day Against Violence in the City of Raleigh.  The Proclamation was accepted by Andrienne Miller who expressed appreciation stating it is a great day for the City of Raleigh.

SISTER CITIES – SUPPORT FOR ESTABLISHING SISTER CITY OF XIANGFAN CHINA
Gretchen Chapman and James Montague were present representing Raleigh Sister Cities.  Ms. Chapman presented the following prepared statement:
I come before you today as President of Raleigh Sister Cities to briefly update you on some recent and current activities, but, most importantly to see your support in our efforts to establish a new Sister City for Raleigh. . . .this time in China.
We have had a productive year/housing Student Exchanges, a visit from the official representative of Hull, and hosting delegations from Rostock and Compiegne.  Just a few weeks ago you welcomed students from Rostock, next month the Theater In the Park troupe leaves for a gala production of Raleigh’s beloved Christmas Carol in Compiegne.  We thank you for your continued and valuable support of these activities.
For the past year we have turned our attention to a recommitment to our goal of working toward world peace through international understanding, one person at a time.

We have been approached by Raleigh residents seeking to establish a Sister City with a community in Turkey, one in Finland and two in China.  After a nearly yearlong process of reviewing and evaluating these requests we have moved ahead on a request from a group of Raleigh citizens lead by James Montague, a businessman and community leader from Southeast Raleigh.  The Raleigh Sister Cities Board agreed in September to extend an invitation to the City of Xiangfan, China to become one of Raleigh’s Sister Cities.  Before we finalize this relationship, it is customary for the Raleigh Sister City Association to receive the support of the City of Raleigh.  This is a request for that support.
Mr. Montague and several other Raleigh citizens have travelled to Xiangfan City and met with a series of officials there to discuss areas of mutual interest.  We were impressed with the enthusiasm of the American and Chinese counterparts and their efforts to establish relationships focused on our mutual interest in culinary arts through the program at Wake Tech, the historic character of the 2800 year old city, its extensive network of parks and open spaces and its connection to the agricultural region that surrounds it.
Xiangfan City’s long involvement in programs to address environmental issues and their focus on the protection of their green space, their water resources and their history seemed to us to be the basis on which we can build a productive relationship.  We also are anxious to extend our program beyond its European focus to the eastern and southern hemispheres and believe this can be a first good step.
We would like to ask for a formal expression of your support for this step as we move to execute a series of resolutions formally establishing this relationship.

Mr. Montague is here to help answer any questions you may have.

Before I leave, I would like to invite you and your families. . . .and all who are watching or listening. . . .to our First Annual International Christmas Market at the Shops a Seaboard Station on December 12th (rain date: Dec. 13th).  This fund raiser is to support our Student Exchange programs.  I’d also like to thank you again for your continued support of Raleigh Sister Cities. . .and especially we thank your liaison to our Board, Nancy McFarlane.  She has been invaluable to us and is one of our most enthusiastic Board Members.
Mr. Montague expressed appreciation and talked briefly about his visit and work in this endeavor.  Mayor Meeker expressed appreciation to all involved.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Sister City affiliation with the City of Xiangfan, China.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER WALTER M. KELLER – DEATH ACKNOWLEDGED

Mayor Meeker pointed out former Council member Walt Keller passed way on Sunday.  Mr. Keller served on the City Council between 1981 and 1985.  He retired from NCSU prior to serving on the City Council.  He talked about Mr. Keller’s attributes including his love and care for his family, friends and the City.  He stated Mr. Keller worked on many issues while on the City Council but one that he was very involved in was the extension of Western Boulevard to connect southwest Raleigh to southeast Raleigh.  He pointed out Mr. Keller was a great friend to all and he will be missed by many.  He sends condolences.  
CONVENTION CENTER – LEED CERTIFICATION – ACKNOWLEDGED
Mayor Meeker recognized Wayne Baker pointing out the City has received word that our new convention center is LEED Silver certified.  He stated this is an outstanding feat pointing out we have a very attractive, well constructed convention center and he understands its one of only a few in the country which has reached this achievement.  He pointed out it is a great achievement and also helps with our marketing as many people are interested in attending events in buildings such as this.  

Construction Manager Wayne Baker expressed appreciation for the support of the City of Raleigh, the City Council, the City Manager, Wake County Commissioners, Wake County Manager and all for making a goal of having our Convention Center LEED certified.  Mr. Baker talked about the various attributes towards certification including Brownfield remediation water recycling, water and energy efficiency, use of local contractors and materials, talked about the improvement of the Dix soccer field, indoor air quality, use of recycled material, control of waste material, etc.  He stated the range for silver certification and how the City scored.  He expressed appreciation to the great team, staff people, naming the design team, construction manager at risk and staff members who worked so hard to get us an outstanding facility.  

RECYCLING AND WIN – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker pointed out we recently announced a program entitled “Recycle and Win.”  He pointed out we have a 70 percent recycling participation but we would like to see that improved.  He stated Harris Teeter and Coca Cola came together for a program whereas shortly people will be receiving a logo to go on their recycling bin and if that particular bin is picked at random the occupant will receive a $50 gift certificate to Harris Teeter.  He talked about it being a great event and a way to help improve further a very good program.

CHAVIS HEIGHTS – COMPUTER PROGRAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the event that took place on Saturday at Chavis Heights in which the citizens of the facility and area are being given computers and people to tech them how to use the computers.  It is an outstanding program, it will help the kids and the people learn to use the computers be technology connected and provide activities in low risk neighborhoods.  

FAYETTEVILLE STREET – PLAZA – OPENING ANNOUNCED

Mayor Meeker talked about the Plaza on Fayetteville Street and the grand opening scheduled for October 24.  He pointed out it is a project that this City Council funded and the completion took almost 8 years of effort.  It was first started under discussion in January 2002, and talked about the work going into the development of the plaza.  He talked about the activities scheduled for October 24 and invited all to come down for some of the activities.  He stated this is a major accomplishment for our City as it helps us get back to the original William Christmas Plan.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  The Mayor announced he had received the following requests to withdraw items from the consent agenda:  Falls Lake Dam – Proposed Hydroelectric Energy Application (McFarlane/Koopman); Hope VI Grant and agreement with Raleigh Housing Authority for Hope VI Grant (West).  Without discussion those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Stephenson moved Administration’s recommendation on the remaining items on the Consent Agenda be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on 8-0 vote.  The items on the consent agenda were as follows.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – EDWARDS MILL GREENWAY CONNECTOR – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is constructing a multipurpose trail along Edwards Mill Road from Reedy Creek Road to Tryon Road (approximately 1.3 miles).  This path is designated as a ‘connector’ in the Capital Area Greenway Master Plan.  NCDOT will also construct 490 feet of sidewalks along Tryon Road and RBC Center Road with safety fencing.  The cost of these sidewalks and fencing are to be funded by the City.  Funding is available in the Sidewalk Improvement Fund.  Upon completion of the project the City will assume maintenance of the multipurpose path (Edwards Mill Road Connector).
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Municipal Agreement EB-4978 with the North Carolina Department of Transportation for the construction and maintenance of Edwards Mill Road Multipurpose Path (Greenway Connector).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  
HOUSING ASSISTANCE – CITY EMPLOYEES – DOCUMENTED

According to Section 33(b) of the Charter of the City of Raleigh (being Chapter 1184 of the 1949 Session Laws, amended by S.L. 1991-312, S.L. 1993-649 and S.L. 1995-323, Section 1b) reads as written “….  Nor shall any such official or employee be prohibited from participating in any rental or home ownership program sponsored or operated by the city, so long as the official or employee meets all the criteria for the program … The award of any such housing assistance to an employee shall be noted in the minutes of the City Council.”  The following City employees complied with all the criteria which qualified them to purchase property with the assistance of the Second Mortgage Program administered by the Community Development Department:  Zachary Cheek and Derick Worthington.

Recommendation:  That the City Council so note that in compliance with the Charter of the City of Raleigh, City employees Cheek and Worthington did purchase property by meeting the criteria and participating in a City Second Mortgage Program.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT – BRIDGES ON MUNICIPAL STREET SYSTEM INSPECTION – AGREEMENT AUTHORIZED

Since 1978, Council has approved municipal agreements with the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for inspection of all City street system bridges.  The Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act requires all structures defined as bridges which are located on public roads to be inspected on a cycle not to exceed two years, to determine compliance with National Bridge Inspection Standards.  Funding is available in account 100-2250-710090-232.  A copy of the agreement is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the City Manager’s execution of the municipal agreement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

BID – REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING IN SOLE SOURCE ITEM AUTHORIZED; BID AWARDED TO RAE SYSTEMS
The City wishes to purchase air monitoring system equipment from Rae Systems for $113,252.  As per the General Statutes 143-129 (e)(6) the City Council may waive competitive bidding when a need for standardization and compatibility is an overriding consideration.  The North Carolina Regional Response Teams Coordinators as part of the selection process evaluated several systems based on product performance and also pricing.  The pricing that was submitted as part of the bid process was deemed fair and comparable to the other manufacturers of the same type of equipment. Through this process the North Carolina Regional Response Team selected the Rae Systems monitoring equipment as the statewide standard.  The Raleigh Fire Department is part of Region 4 of the North Carolina Regional Response System; therefore making it imperative to use this manufacturer’s equipment for standardization and compatibility with the other six regional teams.

Recommendation:  Waive competitive bidding requirements and declare the Rae Systems monitoring system a “Sole Source.”  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DONATION – ADOPTED

The Purchasing Manager has a Resolution Authorizing the donation of Surplus Property that is no longer of use to the City and can be utilized by another agency.  G.S. 160A-280 gives authority to local governments to donate to another governmental unit within the United States, a sister city, or a nonprofit organization.  A public notice has been made of at least five days prior to the adoption of a resolution approving the donation.
The donation is for one 1981 International Bus no longer needed by the Raleigh Fire Department.  Fire Chief John McGrath recommends the bus to be donated to the Dragon Slayers Motorcycle Club, a non-profit organization comprised of firefighters who perform numerous acts of charity within our community.

Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution authorizing the Purchasing Manager to transfer the equipment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 6.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for parade routes.
600 Block of Holden Street

Sean O’Neal, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, October 25, 2009, from 2:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. for their annual parade and block party

Blairmore Court Vicinity

Jeanne Dombcik, representing the Brookhaven Subdivision, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 31, 2009, from 4:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. for a children’s Halloween Parade

700-900 Blocks of Hillsborough Street and 100-500 Blocks of St. Mary’s Street

Sarah Stryon, representing the Greater Raleigh Merchants Association, requests a street closure on Saturday, November 21, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. for the 2009 Raleigh Christmas Parade.  She requests a rain date of Sunday, November 22, 2009, from 12:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions in the reports in the agenda packet. Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
ROAD RACE – ST. MARY’S STREET VICINITY – APPROVED

Jill McCabe, representing the Arthritis Foundation, requests a street closure on Saturday, December 5, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. for the Jingle Bell Run.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

STREET CLOSING – VARIOUS EVENTS AND DATES – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following request for temporary street closings.

2000 Block of Hawkins Street

Michael Fields, representing Poplar Springs Christian Church, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 24, 2009, from 12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. for a community outreach event

3800 Block of Glen Rock Circle

Jennifer Spryng, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 31, 2009, from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a neighborhood Halloween celebration.

Recommendation.  Approval subject to conditions and the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 1924 AND 1926 ALEXANDER ROAD – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from Catherine Edmond, property owner of 1924 Alexander Road, and Seab Howard and Kimrel Warren, property owners of 1926 Alexander Road, in Raleigh, to exchange an existing 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement for a new 20-foot City of Raleigh sanitary sewer easement located at 1924 and 1926 Alexander Road in Raleigh to properly center the easement over the recently constructed sanitary sewer main.  The construction plans for the sanitary sewer main have been permitted by the City of Raleigh Public Utilities Department.  The property owners are responsible for all costs of the easement exchange.
Recommendation:  Approve the easement exchange and authorize the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 7.
PARKING PROGRAM – INSTALLATION OF PAY STATIONS – CONTRACT APPROVED

City Council previously granted approval to negotiate a contract with Duncan Solutions in August, 2009 to purchase 193 multi-space pay stations for the On-Street parking program at a total cost of $1,600,000.  A copy of the contract with the scope of services is in the agenda packet.  The City Attorney has reviewed the proposed contract.

Recommendation:  Approve execution of the contract by the City Manager.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

CITY PLAZA MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT – AMENDMENT – APPROVED

Charter Square LLC, the owner of the condominium unit located at the surface of the Site One Parcel, has previously executed an agreement with the City allowing the City to use and program the portion of Charter Square property adjoining the City Plaza in the interim until commencement of construction on the Charter Square project.  Under contract to the City, the Downtown Raleigh Alliance (DRA) will be managing this space along with the City Plaza.  The management agreement between DRA and the City has been amended to reflect this.  The amended agreement specifically allows, and sets operating standards for the proposed public outdoor ice rink to be located here by the DRA beginning this winter.

Recommendation:

a. Approve the First Amendment to the Raleigh City Plaza Management Agreement as proposed.
b. Authorize the City Manager to sign the First Amendment to the Raleigh City Plaza Management Agreement as proposed.

Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

SENIOR CENTERS – CONTRACT AMENDMENTS/HH ARCHITECTURE – APPROVED

Funds for the new Raleigh Senior Center were included in the 2007 Park and Recreation Bond Referendum.  City staff and designers have completed three public meetings and are approximately 60% completed with the overall construction documentation for both Centers.  Additional surveying was required beyond the additional scope for both projects sites for tree conservation, utilities and boundaries.  A design services contract amendment #2 with HH Architecture in the amount of $47,277 has been negotiated.

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute contract amendment #2 with HH Architecture in the amount of $47,277.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

SPCA OF WAKE COUNTY – CONTRACT – APPROVED

The City of Raleigh contracts with the SPCA of Wake County for sheltering services for animals that are picked up by Raleigh animal control officers or turned in by citizens of Raleigh.  The City is reimbursed by Wake County for these sheltering costs.  A one-year contract extension between the City and the SPCA to continue this sheltering arrangement is proposed.  The terms of the contract are the same as in past years except that the per-animal fee has increased to $62.75 based on a formula previously adopted that is tied to the Consumer Price Index.

Recommendation:  Approve.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

DEMPSEY E. BENTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT WATER TRANSMISSION MAIN – AMENDMENT #3/ARCADIS – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

The City currently has an agreement with Arcadis for the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant Water Transmission Main.  Contract Amendment #3, in the amount of $240,740, is for additional work including design of the Garner service area 16-inch water transmission mains and the Martin Pond Road 24-inch transmission main connector from the Poole Road water transmission main for the Wendell/Zebulon service area as outlined in the Wendell and Zebulon merger agreements, all of which are associated with the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant distribution system as detailed in the City of Raleigh Water System Master Plan.  Work also includes the water main survey, easement mapping, underground utility locating services and environmental soil sampling.

Recommendation:

Approve Amendment #3 with Arcadis and the budgetary transfer.
Transferred From:
348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-80320001
Benson Road Transmission Main, 16-Inch (A502)
$53,000

348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-80350001
New Rand Road Transmission Main, 16-Inch (A503)
21,000

348-6210-790010-975-CIP03-80370000
Garner Road Transmission Main, 16-Inch (A504)
51,000

348-5210-790010-945-CIP01-97330000
Pool Road Rehab
19,551

348-5210-790010-946-CIP01-97330000
Pool Road Rehab
70,315

348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-97870000
Wendell Water Transmission Improvements
7,538

348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-97900000
Zebulon Water Transmission Improvements
11,678

348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-99460000
Martin Pond Road Connect Line, 24”
      6,388



$240,470
Transferred To:
348-5210-792010-975-CIP01-93670000
DEBWTP Water Transmission Main
$131,388

348-5210-792010-945-CIP01-93670000
DEBWTP Water Transmission Main
31,229

348-5210-792010-946-CIP01-93670000
DEBWTP Water Transmission Main
    77,853



$240,470
Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 662 TF 124.
LEESVILLE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS – WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS/AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED

The City previously entered into an agreement with Wake County Public Schools for improvements to Leesville Road south of Sycamore Creek Elementary School to the I-540 interchange.  The following text change is requested in Section 8 of the Agreement:

“Change orders greater than 10% (ten percent) of the total bid cost will require City Council approval prior to payment by the City.”
This text change does not require any additional funds to be allocated to the project.

Recommendation:  Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the amendment with Wake County Public Schools.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

McLAURIN PARKING COMPANY – OFF-STREET PARKING CONTRACT AMENDMENT #2 – APPROVED

The three-year contract with McLaurin Parking Company expires October 31, 2009.  Section 6 of the contract provides for up to two one-year extensions exercisable at the City’s option.  It is recommended that this contract be extended by one year, from November 1, 2009, through October 31, 2010.  The total amount for this first year extension will be $743,984.52 due to the additional operational fees to manage the 305 Hillsborough Street Lot at $593 per month and the elimination of the Ferndell Lot that was sold.  Funding is available in account 442-2230-708900-272.

Recommendation:  Approve the amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – CHANGES IN FINANCE REVENUE DIVISION – APPROVED
The Personnel Department completed a review of several positions within the Revenue Division of the Finance Department.  This review was requested due to changes in work responsibilities and divisional structure to support centralization of City accounts receivable and enhanced revenue collection with the implementation of the Accounts Receivable module of the ERP system.  The new divisional structure creates a formal accounts receivable section within Revenue with a dedicated management position to oversee collections.

Funds are available in the salary account to cover the increases.

The Finance Department requests reclassification of the following positions within the Revenue Division:

Accountant Auditor I Position 5058, Pay Grade 34 to Finance Manager (working title Accounts Receivable Manager), Pay Grade 36
Accounts Receivable Specialist Position 1491, Pay Grade 27 to Accounting Technician, Pay Grade 30
Customer Service Specialist Positions 1490 and 1503, Pay Grade 28 to Sr. Accounts Receivable Specialists, Pay Grade 29

Accounts Receivable Specialist Position 1488, Pay Grade 27 to Sr. Accounts Receivable Specialist, Pay Grade 29

Recommendation:  Approve position reclassifications as requested.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Fire Department - $286 – to receive and budget the seller’s portion of property taxes from Station 29 land purchase.

Police - $64,600 - To establish budget accounts for the 2009 Governor’s Highway Safety Program grant award to the City of Raleigh.  The grant will provide funding for the purchase of four radar signs and two mobile license plate readers.  There is a 50% required cash match.  City grant match is available in the controlled substance reserve account (100-0000-400010-40016)
The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended budget amendments.
Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 662 TF 124.

REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACT – AVERY DEVELOPMENT – APPROVED

The City has worked with the developer of the Whitaker Park Subdivision, Phase 2, Project, Avery Developers, for the replacement of approximately 400 linear feet of 6-inch water main on Yancey Street in Whitaker Park.  The existing water main was 6-inch cast iron.  The work has been completed and accepted by the City of Raleigh.  The developer is requesting $24,286.90 for reimbursement of the water main.

Recommendation:  Concur in the agreement, authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement and approve the reimbursement of $24,286.90 to Avery Developers.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

CONDEMNATION – 3810 NEW BERN AVENUE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:

2008 Sidewalk New Bern Avenue (Highway #64)
Name:


Wendy’s International, Inc.
Location:

3810 New Bern Avenue

Recommendation:  Adoption of Resolution of Condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 8.
CONDEMNATION – CAROLINA PINES DAM REPLACEMENT PROJECT – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Negotiations have, thus far, been unsuccessful with the following property owner for the temporary construction easements required for the Carolina Pines Dam Replacement Project.  Though negotiations are still ongoing, in order to keep the project moving forward, staff recommends that authorization be granted for condemnation of the necessary easements needed from this property for the project.

Project Name:

Carolina Pines Dam Replacement

Name:
Jerry Wayne Emory

Location:

2101 Henslowe Drive

Recommendation:  Approve a resolution of condemnation for the easements needed from the above properties.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 9.

DEMPSEY E. BENTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT WATER TRANSMISSION MAIN - CHANGE ORDER #1/TRIANGLE GRADING AND PAVING, INC. – APPROVED – FUNDS TRANSFERRED

This change order is for a net increase of $335,004.03.
Reason:

For additional work, including the installation of the 48-inch water transmission main for the Dempsey E. Benton Water Treatment Plant, relocation and replacement of old existing water mains and sewer mains in the Garner service area, additional erosion control measures for construction crossings at designated streams as directed by NCDENR and increase the contract bid quantity for the unit price item for Ductile Iron Pipe fittings.
History:
Original contract amount


$7,842,991.00

New contract amount



$8,177,995.03

Budgetary accounts to be amended:
Transferred From:
348-5210-790010-975-CIP01-80300001
DEWPT Backwash Waste Recycle Facility
$335,005

Transferred To:

348-5210-792020-975-CIP01-93670000
DEWPT Water Transmission Main
$335,005

Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 662 TF 124.
TRANSFERS – VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented a transfer in Development Services – Customer Service Center explaining a key part of the City’s land development management reorganization is the creation of a new multi-departmental Customer Service Center, serving as the single gateway to development services offered across five departments.  This transfer provides funding for the physical changes to the fourth floor of the One Exchange Plaza building necessary to create the new center and its public service area.  A staff reorganization to support the Customer Service Center is progressing concurrently, and other budget adjustments to serve this purpose will be placed on upcoming agendas.

Project funding will come from economic reserve funds in the capital budget and operating funds in the Development Services budget.

The agenda also outlined a transfer in the Public Works Department to provide additional funding for construction of the Oak Park culvert replacement project.  
The agenda outlined the code accounts involved in the various transfers.

Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 662 TF 124.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to speed limit reduction on Coxindale Drive from Litchford Road to Yucca Trail and Clarks Fork Drive in its entirety.  Both recommendations are the result of a petition which meets the requirements of the adopted neighborhood traffic management program.  

Recommendation:  Approval of the changes in speed limits as outlined. Upheld on Consent Agenda Stephenson/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 633.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

FALLS LAKE DAM – PROPOSED HYDROELECTRIC ENERGY POWER PLANT PROJECT PRELIMINARY PERMIT APPLICATION – AUTHORIZED

City staff has developed a plan to move forward to submit an application to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for the City to pursue a hydroelectric energy power plant project preliminary permit for Falls Lake Dam.  If a preliminary FERC permit is to be issued to study and evaluate development a hydroelectric energy production project at Falls Lake Dam, it should be a City of Raleigh project.  November 2, 2009, is the deadline to submit such a permit application on behalf of the City.  If FERC issues the City a preliminary permit, the City will have up to three years to complete the necessary follow-up work to move such a project forward to final FERC approval.  The City would determine the hydroelectric energy power plant operating schedule/regime and would do so only within the current U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Operational Plan for water releases from Falls Lake Dam, so that there would be no adverse effect on water quality in the Lake or downstream from the dam in the Neuse River, nor would the water supply pool capacity be adversely affected.

Recommendation:  Authorize the submittal of a preliminary permit application to FERC for the subject project and authorize the City Manager to execute the application on behalf of the City.

Ms. McFarlane indicated she had withdrawn this from the consent agenda pointing out she wants to move ahead has questions about the cost, time schedule, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out the preliminary permit would get our foot in the door on this project.  He feels the cost will be in the $25,000 range. 
Mr. Koopman pointed out we recently had an issue relative to a private company which proposed a hydroelectric energy plant at Falls Lake and questioned if this is in response to that.  He questioned if this were approved if the City would be a co-generator of power and talked about the process.  City Manager Allen talked about tax credits involved for the private sector and briefly talked about the process.  Mr. Stephenson questioned the source of funds to pay for this with the City Manager pointing out it would be Public Utility Revenue.  Ms. McFarlane moved approval of the recommendation as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson.  Mayor Meeker talked about the City’s energy involvement in methane gas, solar and possibly hydroelectric.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
HOPE VI REVITALIZATION GRANT – WALNUT TERRACE AND AGREEMENT – APPROVED

The purpose of the proposed agreement between the Raleigh Housing Authority (RHA) and the City of Raleigh relating to the HOPE VI revitalization grant for the Walnut Terrace community is to direct and outline the duties and responsibilities of both parties in support of the RHA’s application for the grant.  The area that would be impacted by the redevelopment as it relates to the provision of available quality affordable housing includes the Walnut Terrace public housing community and areas within a three-mile radius of that community.  The agreement includes five-year projections of Community Development expenditures within that radius.  The data contained therein demonstrates local commitment to affordable housing activities in support of the RHA HOPE VI application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  A copy of the agreement is in the agenda packet.

Recommendation:  Approve the agreement between the Raleigh Housing Authority and the City of Raleigh in support of the RHA’s HOPE VI grant application to HUD and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement, with the proviso that if the HOPE VI grant is not awarded, the agreement will be null and void 

The City has been a partner with RHA for decades in providing recreational and community services to the residents of the Walnut Terrace public housing community.  RHA provides the facility and the Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department provides the staffing.  Through this HOPE VI grant the RHA would expand the Walnut Terrace Recreation Center to include a multi-purpose room and a designated computer lab.  This proposed agreement documents the contributions from the City and RHA and will be included as additional support for the HOPE VI application.
Recommendation:  Approve agreement
Mr. West stated he had withdrawn these two items from the Consent Agenda and talked about the last Hope VI Grant and the key role, the CAC and the community played.  He questioned if this will be going through the same process.  City Manager Allen stated he thought this was Raleigh Housing Authority’s third application for Hope VI at Walnut Terrace, talked about the City documenting everything that is in the CIP that would support the grant and would show what the City would be willing to contribute.  Mr. West stated he just wanted to make sure that the community and the CAC, etc. are involved, pointing out he understands this is just the starting point for a new application.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the agreement between Raleigh Housing Authority and City of Raleigh and support of the Hope VI Grant for Walnut Terrace.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
SPECIAL ITEMS

ANNEXATION – BERKSHIRE DOWNS – REPEALED

During the October 7, 2009, Council meeting, Mr. Koopman asked that the Council consider revisiting the Berkshire Downs annexation issue.  It was directed that the item be placed on this agenda and that the City Attorney be asked to provide information on the effective date of the Berkshire Downs annexation and procedures/requirements for reconsideration.

Mayor Meeker stated he understands the effective date of the Berkshire Downs annexation is December 31, 2009; therefore, the annexation could be repealed without general assembly involvement with the City Attorney pointing out that is correct.  
Mr. Koopman talked about the undue hardship and extensive feedback relating to the Berkshire Downs Annexation.  He stated because of all of the issues involved and the economic times he feels we need to move forward with de-annexing the Berkshire Downs area. Mr. Crowder moved approval of the de-annexation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin. 

Mr. Isley talked about an annexation in Moore County that he has just become involved in and pointed out he would like to be excused from participation in this item as he does not feel he could vote on it fairly.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he is no sure what economic benefit Mr. Isley would receive in this issue but if he feels he cannot vote fairly on it the Council could excuse him.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Isley be excused from the participation in the discussion on Berksire Downs annexation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and Mr. Isley left the table.

Mayor Meeker indicated he thought this annexation got started due to water and sewer request in the area; however, the Council has been advised that there are no water and sewer request pending.  He stated while it does make sense for this area to be in the City because of its proximity to the City the City Council is very good at listening to concerns of the citizens.  Mr. Stephenson stated he appreciates the neighborhood response to the concerns about health safety issues. 
City Manager Allen stated he would have to speak against the motion as he feels it would set a very difficult precedent.  He pointed out the City annexes similar neighborhoods each year and he feels if the Council takes action to de-annex this area we will see similar situations throughout the City.  He pointed out the staff did provide information that indicates that about 19 percent of the surveyed lots have problems that could not be repaired.  He stated he feels this is a reasonable annexation and the Council has delayed it and discussed it on a number of occasions.  He feels de-annexing would be a very bad precedent for past and future annexations.

Ms. Baldwin questioned if a septic system fails what would occur.  City Manager Allen pointed out likely the owners would request an extension of the sewer system as they are in the ETJ but that would involve an assessment, etc.

Ms. Baldwin questioned if this annexation is rescinded what the time frame would be for annexation with the City Manager pointing out we would have to start the process over.  The annexation law is a structured time line and it would be at least one year.  Mr. Stephenson pointed out we have talked about the timing and recession and pointed out he feels we will have the same discussion relative to the next item on the agenda which relates to water and sewer rates.  
Mr. Koopman talked about the issues brought forth by the neighborhood relating to six months of retroactive property tax, hardships that will be caused and whether annexation is really needed at this point.  He stated he feels it should be delayed.  The motion to rescind the annexation was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Isley who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 664 and Resolution 13.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

WATER AND SEWER RATE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – APPROVED ON FIRST READING TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 3 AGENDA; WATER CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS – REFERRED TO BUDGET & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; STORMWATER AND PUBLIC UTILITIES SYSTEM – POSSIBLE MERGER – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
During the City Council’s Public Utilities Capital Improvement Program budget review and discussions earlier this year, the City Council approved new water and sewer rates for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 as indicated in ordinance 2009-573 (copy attached). The water and sewer rate changes were approved to be implemented as a two (2) step process with the first step being effective on May 1, 2009, and the second step being effective on December 1, 2009. The step 1 water and sewer rate changes were implemented as approved on May 1, 2009, and these rates continue to be applied to water and sewer use currently.
The ERP Sponsor Committee has recommend that the “go-live” date for the utility billing system be delayed from its previous scheduled date of December 1st to a date in 2010 when sufficient additional work, which includes significant additional staff training and functional testing on the new utility billing, has been completed in order to be assured that the new utility billing system will result in a positive customer experience when implemented. Based on a recently completed detailed review of the status of the development work on the new utility billing system, the ERP Sponsor Committee believes there is an unacceptable level of risk that the City’s customers would not have a positive experience unless the additional time and work is afforded.

Therefore, the implementation of the tiered water rate structure for residential customers and the return to monthly billing for all water and sewer customers must also be delayed until the new utility billing system is satisfactorily functional, since neither of these previously approved changes can be initiated within the City’s current operational utility billing system, as has been previously discussed..

An amended version of the City’s water and sewer rate ordinance which has been developed with help from the City Attorney is in the agenda packet.  The amended ordinance removes the tiered water rate structure and monthly billing conversion, which were to be effective on December 1, 2009, and instead applies the non-residential customer, uniform water consumptive rate previously approved by City Council to be effective on December 1, 2009, to all customers in the Raleigh and Garner service areas and continues the bi-monthly billing cycle, with the proportional adjustment to the administrative billing charges equal to the water and sewer rate change effective on December 1st. Note that the sewer consumptive rate change previously approved by City Council to be effective on December 1st remains unchanged.  It is expected that this amended rate schedule would raise the same level of revenue over the remaining seven months of this fiscal year, as compared to the previously approved tiered water rate schedule.

Recommendation:  Approve the subject amended water and sewer rate ordinance, as proposed.
City Manager Allen went over the information as included in the agenda. 
Mr. Koopman questioned if the proposed ordinance is approved what the rate increase would be as it relates to the current rates.  City Manger Allen talked about the different elements, meter sizes, etc.  He stated the rate would go basically from $2.14 to $2.43 per ccf.  It would be the same rate for all residential and nonresidential rate.  The tiered rates and what was proposed was talked about.  Mr. Koopman stated this is very disappointing if we wait until next July as projected we would be in the summer.  He stated about a year ago he did an extensive review of our system and determined it was possible within the current billing system to have a tiered rate but the City Council decided to hold off and do the tiered rate and the bi-monthly rate at the same time.  He stated here we are a year later and it is proposed that we hold off again.  In hindsite it looks like the Council should have moved forward with the tiered rate using the current system.  He again expressed great disappointment. 

Mr. Stephenson pointed out he appreciates the City Manager’s comments about customer understanding and our debt service and talked about rate increase with the tiered rates, the need to be mindful of the economy and our citizens’ situation, expressed concern about a water rate increase that doesn’t give citizens an opportunity to modify their behavior and doing what is proposed in his opinion sends a signal to the citizens that the city’s debt obligation is more important than their debt obligations.  He pointed out he had talked about the Public Utilities Capital Improvement program for the past two years and again talked about the need to hold off on capital improvement projects if we cannot get the tiered rate in place.  
Mr. Koopman pointed out going from $2.14 to $2.43 cents is about a 13% increase.  Mayor Meeker pointed out the City Council had already improved an increase.  Mr. Koopman pointed out however under the tiered rate proposal, citizens would have an opportunity to try to cut their cost by using less water.  He stated everyone wants to do what we can to reduce our expenditures and talked about reducing the capital budget, the need to look at conservation measures, the possibility of putting the rate in effect and asking administration to determine if it would be possible to get to the tiered rates in April or May rather than July.  
Ms. McFarlane pointed out we have a list from our Water Conservation Advisory group about conservation measures and incentives and questioned why those have not been addressed.  She stated she feels an obligation to address those issues and talked about the promise to the people that if they cut their consumption then they would be cutting their rates.  She pointed out we are six weeks from when the new rates are to go into effect and are being told now we have to push it back seven months. She does not understand the timing.  She questioned the dollar amount we are talking about and if there is something we can do to move that time frame up.  
Discussion followed on cutting back on capital improvement programs with the City Manager pointing out the rate increase is driven by debt service that is already online so deferring capital projects at this point would not help.  He pointed out in addition there is a lot of risk associated with cutting projects or delaying capital projects.  He talked about studies the City has done in the past and what rate increases were necessary to cover the cost of needed projects and we have always met that goal until we had a huge conservation effort because of the drought therefore the utility system lost a lot of money and we will have problems covering the cost.  He pointed out the City has done many things such as still carrying a 14% vacancy rate in the public utilities, created steps that have been taken to cut cost, debt service, educational efforts, incentives, programs we have rolled out such as the toilet rebate program, the fact that we do not have the staff to roll out all of the incentives type programs but talked about things that we are working on such as the tiered rates conservation and the fact that he is very disappointed that we could not meet the schedule to go to by monthly billing and tiered rates.  He knows the staff has worked very hard to meet that goal and he does not feel that it is placing an extra burden on the citizens as they are facing the same thing as all other users are facing.  He just feels we have to move forward as is being recommended even though he is very disappointed.  He talked about other investments we are making such as the reuse system, which in his opinion, is a great conservation effort.  He just feels with all that is involved that the seven month delay is necessary in order to make sure we have everything right.
Ms. Baldwin questioned the testing issues with the City Manager pointing out the big problem relates to data conversion, trying to pull the data from the legacy system into the new system.  He talked about how customer are classified in the present system verses how they will have to be classified in the new system and the fact that the data conversion is taken a great amount of work and the testing has to go through the proper protocols to make sure the data conversion is correct.  He said he has the feeling the tiered rate is going to generate many, many more questions than we will receive on this proposed rate increase.  He just feels we need to get the testing and everything in place to make the transition as easy as possible. 

Mr. Stephenson talked about his questions in the past years about utility, conservation, need for a rate increase because of the lack of sales and conservation efforts, and responds he has been getting that what was being done was the only way to address the situation.  Administration in the past said their recommendation is what had to be done; however the City Council came up with some compromises and the City Manager found a way and come up with some relief.  He stated because of all that has gone on, questions he has raised and results that have happened in the past, he is just not convinced there is not another way for this to go forward.  City Manager Allen talked about decisions that had been made in the past relative to capital improvement projects that could not be delayed, what was driving rate increases, what staff had recommended in the past, Council action in the past, the fact that delaying capital projects at this point would not reduce debt service already in place.  
Mayor Meeker suggested that we ask administration to review the CIP to see if any of the projects could be deferred, ask the City Manager to look at the conversation measures that were recommended by the Task Force that have not been addressed and how they could be addressed and to approve the blended rate of $2.43 and ask the City Manager to report back within 60 days as to how quickly we could move forward with the tiered rates and bimonthly billing.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  

Ms. McFarlane stated she would like some assurances that the unimplemented conservation measures would be addressed or considered with it being pointed out that could be referred to the Budget & Economic Development Committee.  The motion was amended to that extent.
Mr. Stephenson pointed out another item he feels that we should start thinking about and moving ahead on is merger of the stormwater utility and the water utility into one.  He stated he would like some affirmation that will occur with the Mayor suggesting as a friendly amendment that could be referred to the Public Works Committee. 

Mr. Koopman stated he is not prepared to make the decision for an increase in rates at this point.  The Mayor spoke in support of the motion.  Ms. Baldwin expressed concern that deferral of maintenance is what got us into the situation we are in now.  Ten years ago we deferred a lot of maintenance and we got into trouble to the point that we were fined by the State.  She is concerned that people not forget lessons learned.  Mr. Crowder pointed out what is deferred today is not maintenance but the tiered water rate.  Mr. Koopman again expressed concern about voting on the issue today and clarification of the motion was discussed.  The amended motion to ask Administration to review the CIP to see if there are any items that could be deferred, refer the water conservation task force measures that have not been discussed to Budget & Economic Development Committee, approve the blended water rate of $2.43 and adoption of the ordinance as included in the agenda packet and ask the City Manager to report back within 60 days as to how  quickly we could move forward with tiered rates and bimonthly billing cycle and refer to Public Works Committee the issue of merger of the stormwater and water utility systems.  It was put to a vote with resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Koopman and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 5-3 vote.  The water rate increase requires an ordinance which would require six votes on a first reading; therefore, the ordinance will be placed on the November 3 agenda as a special item for consideration on a second and final vote.  See Ordinance 665.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – ANNUAL REPORT – RECEIVED – REFERRED TO BUDGET WORK SESSION
Octavia Rainey, Chairperson of the Fair Housing Hearing Board, was at the meeting to present the annual report.  She talked about the role of the Fair Housing Board to improve public awareness of the City’s Fair Housing Ordinance which prohibits discrimination in housing opportunities on the basis of race, color, religion, family status, disability, national origin or sex.  The Board’s education and outreach efforts include an annual fair housing conference on issues related to housing and discrimination.  She stated however our Board does not do any enforcement activities; it only works in outreach and education.  She talked about the accomplishments of the Fair Housing Board which include the annual conference, maintaining and increasing planning and advisory role, tenants rights and obligations handbook – various partnerships, faith initiatives, fair housing legislation, fair housing retreat, foreclosure tour, sponsorships, members participation in various events and how they went about the participation with their outreach and distribution of handbooks.  She talked about the Fair Housing Act Amendment and affordable housing – no discrimination bill which makes it a violation of NC Fair Housing Act for local governments to refuse to allow housing development under certain situations, talked about the various obstacles and challenges they face including substantial equivalency, concern that there is no housing complaint referred tracking system and called on the City to create a fair housing division in City Government, talked about their future work which would include the 8th Annual Fair Housing Conference, ordinance changes based on new legislation, the initiation of radio talk show in cooperation with St. Augustine which will start in January 2010, increasing faith initiatives, internship programs, increased board training, maintain various partnerships, talked about the City of Raleigh’s adoption of various studies and Impetus of Change.  She pointed out the Fair Housing Hearing Board was created in 1977 and questioned when the City is going to make it a full blown board that can help protect rights, pointing out they have to work to protect everyone’s rights and they are asking for enforcement of the powers and called on everyone to get busy doing what we have the authority to do.  She explained how they would like to move ahead with the creation of a complaint referral tracking system, update the Fair Housing Ordinance, and highlighted all of the work they are doing.  She stated they are asking for $50,000 in FY2010 pointing out they have $30,000 so they are technically asking for another $20,000.  She stated they work very hard and while she knows it is a very tight budget year but civil rights are not a trade off nor is fair housing.  She stated they are asking for an additional $30,000.
Mr. West commended Ms. Rainey for the leadership she has given to move Fair Housing to another level.  He talked about the work of the group, and the regret that the economic downfall affected their work.  Ms. Rainey talked about the track record the Fair Housing Hearing Board, their ability to make things happen and to put on a conference.

City Attorney McCormick indicated his office had advised the Council previously that the General Assembly does allow the City the enforcement powers but it is something that the City has to decide on and develop policy and a budget and pointed out presently there are two places that one can go and file a complaint. A brief discussion of steering took place.
After brief discussion, Mayor Meeker suggested that the report be received and the funding request referred to budget work session.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

TRANSIT SERVICE – SUGGESTIONS – REFERRED TO THE TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Lillie M. Lyons was at the meeting to offer suggestions on improving Capital Area Transit service and Capital Area Transit in general.  She talked about problems and presented information relative to need to upgrade the facilities and the service.  The information talked about the need to increase service to every 30 minutes, fares holiday service, need for changes in the routes, particularly Boylan Avenue, Donald Ross Drive, more benches and stops, just general improvements.  
John Winters, Jr. also spoke in support of improvements for transit facilities and service and talked about major emphasis being put on improvements. The comments were received and the Mayor asked that they be provided to the Transit Authority.

FOOD ALLERGIES – POSTER – COMMENTS RECEIVED – DIRECTION GIVEN

Zachary Becker, Gluten Free Raleigh Blog, told about his being diagnosed with certain allergies and talked about the number of people who have food allergies and the types of allergies.  He talked about developing a poster that describes the basic allergies and talked about the need to have it required in all restaurants, etc.  Have it displayed so that all food workers could know what the allergies are, provide information, treatments, etc.  He presented the posture he had designed and asked the City Council to consider requiring it to be posted in all locations where food is served.

Brief discussion took place after which Mr. Becker was advised to contact the Wake County Commissioners and the Wake County Health Department as what he is proposing comes under their jurisdiction.  

UNFIT BUILDING – 3015 SKYCREST DRIVE – REQUEST FOR 120 DAY EXTENSION – APPROVED
Cherette Roycroft was at the meeting to request 120 day extension in order to have repairs made at 3015 Skycrest Drive.  She pointed out there is a long history on this item and she is requesting the 120 days as it would take approximately 30 days to close on the property and approximately 90 days to complete the repairs.

Inspections Director Strickland indicated the Council did adopt an ordinance in July authorizing demolition.  He stated he has no problem with the extension but pointed out later on the agenda there is a public nuisance cost confirmation relating to this property in the amount of $335.  He stated he would suggest that public nuisance charge be paid as a condition of the 120 day extension.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the 120 day extension provided the public nuisance abatement charge is paid.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 11.

UNFIT BUILDING – 2104 LANGDON DRIVE – REQUEST FOR 90–DAY EXTENSION – APPROVED

Laszlo Almasi was at the meeting requesting an additional 90 days in order to get repairs done at 2104 Langdon Drive.  He presented photos showing the property and talked about the work he has done.  Inspections Director Strickland indicated 90 days isn’t long as Mr. Almasi has completed about 90 percent of the work.  Mr. Laszlo pointed out a civil suit has been entered into and explained what the calls strong arm attempts to use the unfit status against them.  

Scott Fowlers, 4317 Ramsey Street, Fayetteville, NC stated he represents Wells Fargo, which has initiated foreclosure of this property in Wake County and it is scheduled early next month.  After brief discussion with Mr. Fowlers and Mr. Almasi talking about the situation, Mayor Meeker moved approval of the request for a 90-day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SU-2-09 – MOSAIC WINE BAR – REQUEST FOR REEXAMINATION OF SPECIAL USE PERMIT – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Winslow Stillman, 400 West North Street, Apt. 503 had presented the following request:  I respectfully request that the Council reexamine the petition made by Mosaic Wine Bar on West Jones Street near the corner of Glenwood Avenue for a Special Use Permit to play amplified music on an outside patio of 950 square feet for the following reasons.  First, the Mosaic has made potential material misrepresentation in its original application with regard to the nearest residential units stating that they are “approximately 300 feet west of the establishment” when they are, indeed, virtually directly across the street within ½ block.  Secondly the Mosaic has repeatedly exceeded prescribed noise limits stated within the Municipal Code regarding decibel levels at adjacent properties.  Furthermore, and despite numerous personal entreaties for the Mosaic to comply, the owner has disregarded these requests and has played music that is clearly heard at this specific residential location 1,000 feet to the North East of the establishment.  The police have been asked to intervene on multiple occasions; however, the problem continues to persist.  While the intention of the special use permit is clearly to allow Mosaic to provide amplified music for it patrons within a defined area, with specification with the amplification be directed at the building, the music has been so loud as to exceed tolerable levels even at a distance of 1,000 feet.  This abusive behavior is compromising the quality of life for residents well beyond the specified area within which amplified music is to be directed.  
Mr. Stillman highlighted the request pointing out the people at the West are disturbed and pointed out there is a railroad corridor and the sound seems to travel up the corridor.  He stated on several occasions Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights, he has personally been over and asked that the music be turned down. The decibel level is so loud that they cannot set outside and have actually been awaken from sleep.  He indicated the Police have stated no experience with problems from the location.  He stated he has the manager of the West with him to support his contentions.  He talked about the location of the housing giving distances from the establishment to the West and pointed out 220 Glenwood is within site of the establishment.  He stated he does not feel he is alone in this concern.
The Community Manager of the West stated he felt the biggest problem is proximity the railroad corridor.  He stated one probably could not hear music at the street level because buildings muffle the sound.  He stated; however, he feels the sound travels down the corridor and at higher elevations the sound can be heard quite a distance.

Officer Craighead pointed out in searching the records there have been five calls in the last year that related to loud music in the area.  He stated there have been no problems with the Mosaic.  He stated there have been calls from other locations but pointed out the Mosaic is the only one with a special use permit.  He stated the railroad corridor could be causing the problem but if you stand at street level anywhere around the music is not loud.  He stated they have not been able to do any readings since they have heard about this complaint, as people have not been using the patio because of cold weather.  They are working together and he will work with Mr. Stillman and the owners of the Mosaic to address the problem.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Administration.  
NC-2-09 – BANBURY ETON NEIGHBORHOOD - REQUEST TO BEGIN ANALYSIS OF BUILT ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS - APPROVED
It was pointed out the City Planning Department has received a citizen’s petition to initial a built environmental characteristic study for the Banbury Eton neighborhood pursuant to Section 10-2054(f)(1) the City Council has the authority to direct staff to begin an analysis of built environmental characteristic in the identified area.  He pointed out this area is approximately 41 acres in size, is over 75% developed and meets the requirement for age of development.  Mr. Crowder moved that pursuant to Section 10-2054(f)(1) the City Council direct staff to begin an analysis of built environmental characteristics in the identified area.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for demolition of the unfit buildings listed below as a lien against the property.  The Mayor opened the hearing.
212 Bledsoe Avenue, Johnnie L. & Albert M. Smith Property Owners, Tax ID 0065229 - $6,530.  John Smith indicated he and his brother own the property which was left to them by their parents about 2 years ago.  He talked about the housing case that was started on the property and the fact that they were going through Community Development to see if they could get some type loan or grant to help.  He stated representatives from Firm Foundation came out and looked at the house and they didn’t hear anything for several months.  The City changed the contractor and they were told it would be over $100,000 to repair the house.  He stated they went back to Community Development and talked about the fact that the Inspections Department was moving forward and a lot of fines were building up from the Inspections Department while they were working with Community Development.  They were waiting for Community Development to make a determination.  He stated he is before the Council to see if they could get some of the fines taken off.  He stated they were first told they could have the house demolished for about $200 but then they were told they did not qualify.  
Inspections Director Strickland pointed out they went through the process but the Smiths did not quality for the demolition program.  The confusion between the process of Inspections and Community Development was talked about and the fact that the fines had build up.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he would be happy to look at it fine situation and would report back at a subsequent meeting.  Mayor Meeker suggested approving the resolution confirming the demolition cost and send the issue relative to fines to the City Attorney.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a roll all vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.   The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 10.
612 Dorothea Drive Reeds Pointe Property LLC, property owner Tax ID 0006797 - $3,997.71.  No one asked to be heard.  
Mayor Meeker closed the hearing.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 10.  

PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED; 1211 SOUTH BLOODWORTH STREET AND 1013 SOUTH STREET – ADMINISTRATIVE FEES WAIVED; PROPERTIES OWNED BY CRABTREE LAND MANAGER LLC – HELD AS A SPECIAL ITEM FOR THE NEXT MEETING

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below.  The Mayor opened the hearing on each case.

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NO.
	ABATEMENT

	2210 Bedford Avenue (D)
	Larry J. Broussard Jr.
	0019453
	$432

	920 South Bloodworth Street (C)
	Irma & Aljerney H. Harris
	0060346
	$236

	1211 South Bloodworth Street (C)
	Valentin & Jean R. Martinez
	0012932
	$201

	3925 Blue Ridge Road (E)
	Crabtree Land Manager, LLC
	0359583
	$290

	3935 Blue Ridge Road (E)
	Crabtree Land Manager, LLC
	0359584
	$290

	4001 Blue Ridge Road (E)
	Crabtree Land Manager, LLC
	0008121
	$290

	8613 Boysenberry Lane (B)
	Jessica & Daryl L. Hazelwood
	0314968
	$277

	732 Brighton Road (C)
	Metropolitan Designs, INC
	0072184
	$279

	2815 Capital Boulevard (B)
	National Financial Lending, LLC
	0027543
	$3,058

	2309 Dandridge Drive (C)
	Michelle Davis
	0076685
	$427

	2601 Drommore Lane (B)
	Sandler at Wakefield, LLC
	0322567
	$364

	1225 Fayetteville Street (D)
	William C. Robertson & Franklowyn P. Robertson
	0018559
	$286

	8704 Green Cliff Court (B)
	Peter Sandaluk & Olga Maksimova
	0228374
	$305

	5301 Homewood Banks Drive (E)
	Crabtree Land Manager, LLC
	0008090
	$290

	5401 Homewood Banks Drive (E)
	Crabtree Land Manager, LLC
	0359581
	$270

	1515 Ikes Pond Lane (C)
	Gidco, Inc
	0363088
	$283

	213 Kennedy Street (C)
	Daisy Lila Lee Heirs, c/o J.D. Lee, Sr.
	0041298
	$611

	1532 Noble Creek Lane (C)
	Perry E. Hansen
	0274029
	$286

	2109 Owens Lane (C)
	Katherine Beckwith
	0005466
	$276

	1304 Pender Street (C)
	Hattie H. & James A. Joyner
	0068374
	$306

	3005 Quillin Court (B)
	Perry Builders, LLC
	0345234
	$226

	5512 Seaspray Lane (C)
	Tai P. & Tuyen T. Nguyen Tran
	0292555
	$297

	3015 Skycrest Drive (B)
	Jay Dechesere
	0030425
	$335

	3200 Snowberry Drive (C)
	Stephanie C. & Michael G. Elliott
	0063524
	$378

	915 South State Street (C)
	Laura H. Blue, Et Al, Josephine Grimes, c/o Margaret H. Herndon
	0078216
	$284

	5609 Tanglewood Pine Lane (C)
	Beltran Jorge & Elsa Y.G. Gismondi
	0244156
	$253

	1013 South Wilmington Street (C)
	Jonathan W. Hayward
	0031175
	$257


Valentin Martinez indicated he has had this property for quite a while.  It is rental property and he didn’t know the City had a grass ordinance.  He stated people that lived behind the house have been throwing trash into the back yard.  He stated he has tried to keep it clean and told of the various charges he has paid.  He stated the inspector in that area should get a raise as he is really on the ball and keeps an eye on the property.  He stated no one lives in the house and he is trying to redo it, get it fixed up and sell it.  He stated he was doing work inside the house, he had thrown carpet and stuff out into the yard and within two days had received a violation.  He stated he is having trouble keeping it boarded up as people break in; he wants to sell the house.  He stated that he is asking that the City consider waiving the administrative fees and penalties.  The Mayor closed the hearing on this case.  Ms. Baldwin moved waiver of the administrative fee of $175 and confirming the remaining amount.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 11.  Mr. West questioned if this property is in a redevelopment area and if Community Development could look at it to see if they are interested in purchasing it.
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Mayor Meeker stated 1225 Fayetteville Street should be withdrawn from the agenda as the charges have been paid.
	8704 Green Cliff Court (B)
	Peter Sandaluk & Olga Maksimova
	0228374
	$305


Mr. Isley asked to be excused from participation explaining he is involved with this property owner and property.  Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Isley be excused.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and  a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  No one asked to be heard on the issue, Ms. Baldwin moved that the charges of $305 be confirmed as outlined.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative with the exception of Mr. Isley who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 11.
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	0078216
	$284

	5609 Tanglewood Pine Lane (C)
	Beltran Jorge & Elsa Y.G. Gismondi
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Jonathan Haywood pointed out he did not receive any notices and was not aware of the problem until he received the bill.  He stated he had never registered the property but he did change the address and is now in compliance.  He pointed out he went to the house and the grass was cut and he just did not realize he did not receive the notices so he did not know there were any problems.  Ms. Baldwin moved relief of the $175 administrative charges with the understanding the remaining charges would be paid.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 11.
The Mayor closed the hearing on the other locations.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the remaining locations which had not been addressed.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Isley pointed out he believes Crabtree Land Manager LLC is in bankruptcy so he would suggest that those items be withdrawn from the consent agenda and placed on the November 3, agenda as a special item to get a report on the status.  Mr. Koopman and Ms. Baldwin accepted that as a friendly amendment, therefore the motion to approve the remaining items as advertised or amended was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 11.

EASEMENT EXCHANGE – COMMERCE PUMP STATION – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider exchanging a sanitary sewer easement and a temporary construction easement relating to the Commerce Pump Station elimination according to information included in Resolution 2009-994, a copy of which is in the agenda packet.  Mr. Koopman moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 12.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

SOUTHEAST RALEIGH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the item relating to Southeast Raleigh Economic Development Corporation be removed from the Committee agenda as that group is moving towards becoming a privacy entity.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.   

LITTLE RIVER RESERVOIR – ACQUISITION OF CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND ACCESS EASEMENTS ON PROCTOR FARM – APPROVED
Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate Division of the Budget & Economic Development Committee by unanimous vote recommends the acquisition of 82.6 acres of conservation easements and 1.2 acres of access easement on Proctor Farm which is owned by Wake County for a purchase price not to exceed $540,510.  This will be included in the mitigation bank that will be establish to mitigate the direct impacts of the construction of the Little River Reservoir, the dam and water treatment plant.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Isley and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC/SAFETY CONCERNS – WEST NORTH STREET – DIRECTION GIVEN

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends the adoption of ordinances necessary to establish a taxi zone on the north side of West North Street just west of the Glenwood Avenue intersection for the hours of 5:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m.  The Committee further recommends that the Police Department increase enforcement of the no-parking areas adjacent to the existing taxi zone on West Johnson Street.  On behalf of the Committee, Ms. McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 663.

REZONING Z-31-09/SSP-2-09 – GLENWOOD AVENUE – APPROVED

Chairperson McFarlane reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval of Z-31-09/SSP-2-09 as outlined in CR11331.  On behalf of the Committee, Chairperson McFarlane moved the recommendation be upheld.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 666 ZC 643.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

No Report

LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – MEETING TIME CHANGED

Chairperson Isley reported without objection the Law and Public Safety Committee will change it meeting time on October 27, 2009 to 3:30 p.m.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

TRAFFIC – FIVE POINTS AREA – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends the item relating to Five Points traffic be removed from the agenda with no action taken as the issues are currently being studied by staff and the results of these studies will be included in a comprehensive report to the full Council upon completion.  On behalf of the Committee, Chairperson Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. 

STREET CLOSING – DAVIE STREET – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends that the request relating to Street Closing – Davie Street – Empire Properties be removed from the agenda with no action taken.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING – VISITORS PASSES – ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP PILOT PROGRAM

Chairperson Stephenson reported the Public Works Committee recommends the development of a pilot program for visitors passes for the Oakwood Neighborhood to begin February 2010 with staff to study the program and bring a report and recommendation to the City Council in August 2010.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-vote.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

ART PROGRAM – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. West stated he had received some correspondence from a taxi driver relating to changes in the ART program.  He stated he understands there are some major and important changes taking place and he needed to be updated on exactly what is occurring.  City Manager Allen pointed out a consultant report is out relating to Tier 1 and Tier II and that report is in the public comment period.  He stated they will be going to the Transit Authority who will be making a recommendation to the City Council.  

PLANNING COMMISSION – ONE VACANCY HELD IN ABEYANCE
Mayor Meeker pointed out some time back the City Council increased the size of the Planning Commission to 12 members.  He stated we now have two vacancies and it will be a good time to go back to the original number of 11.  Mayor Meeker suggested that we decrease the size of the Planning Commission to 11.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  The City Clerk and City Attorney pointed out that would require a text change.  Mayor Meeker amended his motion to indicate leaving one of the upcoming vacancies in abeyance while the Council looks at the possibility of decreasing the size permanently.  His restated motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

HOUSING AUTHORITY – MIKE PENICK APPOINTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out he had circulated the name of Mike Penick as a possible candidate for the Raleigh Housing Authority.  He stated he had not received any comments; therefore, without objection he would appoint Mike Penick to the Raleigh Housing Authority.  

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING MEETING – OCTOBER 28, 2009 – CANCELLED

Ms. McFarlane pointed out the October 28, 2009 Comprehensive Planning Committee will be canceled as she and other members will be out of town.  The comment was received.

BUS STOP – AMENITIES – REPORT REQUESTED

Ms. McFarlane pointed out some time back she had asked for a report on what it would cost to put benches and other amenities at all of the bus stops throughout the system.  City Manager Allen pointed out he did not recall that request; however, we do have criteria as to where benches, shelters, etc., should be.  We are in the midst of a program to increase amenities and he would be happy to provide the Council with an update.  Ms. McFarlane stated that would be good but would like for Administration to look at providing various amenities at bus stops along Six Forks Road and Creedmoor Road.  The item was referred to Administration.
SMALL AREA PLAN – WEST MORGAN AREA – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Crowder pointed out during their discussions of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan the City Council approved a small areas plan for the West Morgan area and directed that it be completed in the next 8 months.  He asked for a report on when the process will begin and an outline and time table for the process.  Administration was asked to provide a report.

BIKES – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – COMMENDS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder pointed out he had talked at the last meeting about accommodations for bicycles on Hillsborough Street during the construction.  He asked that the item be referred to the Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Commission as he had not heard about from Staff as to what is being proposed.  Without objection the item was referred to the Commission for comments.  

ARTS CENTER HOURS – PULLEN AND SERTOMA – REFERRED TO BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Mr. Crowder asked that the issue relating to hours of operation for the Pullen and Sertoma Arts Centers be referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.  He stated we have received a report but there are some other concerns.  Without objection the item was referred to Budget & Economic Development Committee.
APPOINTMENTS

FAIR HOUSING HEARING BOARD – AKITA EMPTAGE – APPOINTED
The City Clerk reported there is one vacancy on the Fair Housing Hearing Board and Akita Emptage received seven votes (all but Koopman).  The Mayor announced the appointment of Akita Emptage to the Fair Housing Hearing Board.  

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – INFORMATION RECEIVED

It was pointed out there is one vacancy on the Human Relations Commission and it is being held to receive a recommendation from the Commission on a youth member representative.  The City Clerk indicated she understands they have a name and are vetting that name and hopefully will be able to submit it for the next meeting for consideration.  

PARKS, RECREATION GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – KEVIN BRICE – REAPPOINTED – VACANCY REMAINING
The term of Kevin Brice is expiring in November.  He has served since November, 2007, is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.
A letter of resignation has been received from Gerald A. Wright.
Mayor Meeker moved that Mr. Brice be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The terms of David Blevins and Bob Mulder are expiring.  Both are eligible for reappointment, have good attendance records and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker moved the two be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

TRIANGLE TRANSIT AUTHORITY – SIG HUTCHINSON – REAPPOINTED

The term of Sig Hutchinson is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment, has a good attendance record and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Mayor Meeker moved Mr. Hutchinson be reappointed by acclamation.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – OCTOBER 7, 2009 – APPROVED AS AMENDED

The City Clerk pointed on Page 25 of the last meeting Minutes on the item relating to the Comprehensive Plan clarifications she had switched Mr. Stephenson’s and Mr. West’s names.  She stated it has been corrected on the copy of the minutes that is on the web but the copy that was included in Council members agenda packet has the names switched.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the Minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Koopman and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
COUNCILORS KOOPMAN AND ISLEY – EXCUSED FROM EVENING SESSIOIN

Mayor Meeker stated Mr. Koopman and Mr. Isley had asked to be excused from the evening meeting.  He stated without objection the two would be excused from the evening meeting and everyone else was expected to be at the meeting at 6:30.

EVALUATIONS – CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK – TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 3 MEETING

Mayor Meeker asked that an item be placed on the November 3rd meeting to consider going into closed session to conduct the evaluations of the City Attorney and City Clerk.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order according to General Statutes to consider location or relocation of certain businesses or events to Raleigh and any incentives that may be offered and pursuant to General Statutes receive recommendations from the City Attorney on a workman’s compensation matter.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion which was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 3:05 p.m.
The Council reconvened at 4:00 p.m. with the Mayor announcing the Council advised the Manager on two economic development matters and City Attorney on a workers’ compensation matter.  Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 3:59 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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