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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 18, 2011 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Charles C. Meeker, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Nancy McFarlane




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Thomas G. Crowder




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor John Odom




Councilor Russ Stephenson



Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor Meeker called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by Gerry Coleman, First Church of Christ, Scientist.  Mr. Coleman led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATES OF APPOINTMENTS – PRESENTATIONS MADE

Mayor Meeker explained the Certificate of Appointment presentation and presented the following Certificates:  Brian McCrodden, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee; Dan Blue III –Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation; Jamila Boutrid – Human Relations Commission.  Mayor Meeker had a certificate for Adam Terando who was recently appointed to the Planning Commission which Mayor Meeker stated would be presented at the evening portion of the meeting.  
PROCLAMATION – UNITED NATIONS DAY – PROCLAIMED

Mayor Meeker read a proclamation proclaiming October 24, 2011 as United Nations Day in the City of Raleigh.  Mayor Meeker indicated after World War II, his father did staff work for the United Nations and went to the first 13 general assemblies stating he heard a lot about this growing up.
PERSONNEL – TRAVIS BROWN – RECOGNIZED

Keith Pugh, State President and the North Carolina Chapter of American Public Works Association and Berry Neal, Head of Vehicle Fleet Services Division were at the meeting to recognize Travis Brown who was recently named North Carolina’s Vehicle Fleet Services Manager of the year.  Mr. Pugh talked about the 28,000 employees across North America and the mission and work of those employees.  Mr. Neal talked about the N. C. Chapter.  He introduced Travis Brown, City employee for nine years and talked about Mr. Brown’s accomplishments which gained him N.C. Fleet Manager of the Year.  Mr. Brown expressed appreciation to the Association, City staff, City Council and his fellow workers.  Mr. Brown will be competing for the National Award.
NORTH CAROLINA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN RESOLUTION – SOCIETY FLAGS CERTIFICATE - PRESENTED

Representatives of the Raleigh Chapter of the North Carolina Society of the Sons of the American Resolution were at the meeting and talked about the history of that group.  They expressed appreciation to the City of Raleigh, talked about their work in supporting the City Council, the citizens and the children of North Carolina.  They talked about their work with the North Carolina Museum, presentation of a portrait of George Washington to Brooks Elementary and other participation in events to celebrate the founding of our nation.  They stated the City of Raleigh takes their time to support them by what seems to be a simply gesture and that is flying and displaying a number of United States of American flags throughout the City.  They stated this is not an easy or unnoticed task and presented the Mayor with a certificate acknowledging everything the City does to fly the American flag.  Mayor Meeker accepted this framed certificate indicating it would be displayed proudly.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker talked about the official opening of the new Falls of Neuse Bridge.  He stated it is an outstanding project built in cooperation with State and Federal funds.  It came in early and within budget.  Phase II will now be started.  He stated this is a very successful project and congratulated all involved.

Mayor Meeker congratulated all Council members who were elected or reelected some without opposition and others such as Mr. Weeks who had a number of opponents in his first run for City Council but won handedly.  He congratulated Mayor Elect Nancy McFarlane and compared her win to his elections in the past pointing out he had won handedly in years past but Ms. McFarlane won with 88% of the vote.  He congratulated all.  

Mayor Meeker talked about the passage of the transportation and affordable housing bond issues pointing out it is a very good thing to have a community which is so willing to help people with affordable housing.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor Meeker presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  He stated the vote on the Consent Agenda would be a roll call vote.  He stated if a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Mayor Meeker stated the condemnation request relating to George T. Aman has been settled; so it should be pulled from the agenda.  In addition the booster pump station improvement project has been pulled.  Mayor Meeker stated Council members received at the table an additional street closing and there is a request from Mr. Weeks to withdraw the utility and solid waste customer service call center contracts.  With objection, the consent agenda was amended as outlined.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the consent agenda as amended.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent agenda were as follows.
HILLSBOROUGH STREET – NCDOT REQUEST – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The City has received a request from the North Carolina Department of Transportation to accept maintenance of Hillsborough Street from Oberlin Road to Gardner Street for a period of two years.  This would allow the City to regulate sidewalk activity in this area while the State of NC considers encroachment standards for such sidewalk activity on State-system streets.  Staff has reviewed the proposal and determined that the street section in question meets the City’s minimum standards to accept for maintenance.  Included in the agenda packet is a proposed resolution requesting NCDOT delete the following street section from their road system and a special agreement between the City and NCDOT documenting the intent of the resolution.

Recommendation:  Approve the resolution requesting NCDOT delete this portion of Hillsborough Street from their State Secondary Road System as proposed.  Authorize the execution of the special agreement with NCDOT for the temporary abandonment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 460.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – CERTIFICATIONS OF CONSISTENCY/CONTINUUM OF CARE – APPROVED

Agencies serving special populations, such as the homeless and disabled, which apply for HUD funds through grant programs, must submit a certification of consistency with the priorities of the City of Raleigh’s Five Year Consolidated Plan, a requirement for the applications to be evaluated.  The grant application is due to HUD by October 25, 2011. The City is requested to provide Certifications of Consistency with the City’s Consolidated Plan for three nonprofit agencies and Wake County Human Services that are applying to HUD for funds through the Wake Continuum of Care NOFA application.  The application requests a total of $2,828,191 in funding for new service projects and renewals of funding for current projects.  Additional information was included in the agenda packet.

The projects are:
	Wake County Human Services
	$125,000
	
	New voucher and service project for tenant-based rental subsidies

	Community Alternatives for Supportive Abodes (CASA)
	420,000
	
	New construction, 409 Sunnybrook Road

	CASA Renewal Housing and Service Projects
	
	
	

	· McKinney Renewal
	188,248
	
	

	· Aurora/Harrington II
	50,176
	
	

	· Families at Home/Oak Hollow
	85,575
	
	

	· Salisbury Apartments
	21,677
	
	

	· Haven House Services
	53,238
	
	

	Preparation for Independent Living Program (PILP)
	
	
	

	· Passage Home Projects
	
	
	

	· Ruth’s House II and Jobs Journey Permanent Housing Leasing
	192,134
	
	

	Essential Services
	205,752
	
	

	Wake County Human Services Renewal Service Projects
	
	
	

	· Community Outreach Team
	220,238
	
	

	· Shelter Plus Care
	1,167,000
	
	

	· Homeless Veteran Services Officer Project
	23,904
	
	

	NC Housing Coalition
	75,249
	
	Management Information System


Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute approval of the Certifications of Consistency as part of the City’s Consolidated Plan.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

PARADE ROUTES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Council members received in their agenda packet a request from Jim Gresham representing North Carolina State University Alumni Association requesting permission to hold the annual homecoming parade on Friday, November 18, 2011 from 5:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the report in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Council members received the following requests for approval of road races:

Bolt for the Blue Road Race (Haywood, Lenoir, Bart Street, Hargett Street, East Street, MLK, State Street)

Ronnie Sharpe, representing Ligon Middle School, is requesting permission to hold their annual road race on Saturday, March 24, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Fundraising Road Race (St. Alban’s Drive, Church Street, North Hills Drive)

Beth Kind, representing the Church of Apostles, is requesting permission to hold a road race on Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., with the proceeds benefitting relief projects in Rwanda.

Recommendation:  Approval subject to conditions noted on the reports in the Agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.
STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS DATES AND LOCATIONS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closing:

9100 Block of Kirkhill Drive

Cindy Clark, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure Monday, October 31, 2011, from 3:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m., for a neighborhood block party
1500 Block of Pineview Street

Kelli Wilson, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure Monday, October 31, 2011, from 4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m., for a neighborhood Halloween party
2000 Block of McCarthy Street from Hudson to Alexander
Eve Coats, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Monday, October 31, 2011, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., to facilitate a neighborhood children’s Halloween party.
1000 Block of Harvey Street between Jarvis Street and Carr Street

Stewart Corchiani, representing his neighborhood, requests a street closure on Monday, October 31, 2011, from 4:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m., to facilitate the neighborhood’s annual Halloween Celebration
1100 Block of South Saunders Street

Kris Weiss, representing Ray Price Harley Davidson, requests a street closure Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., for a customer appreciation day.

1500 Block of Dixie Trail, between Lewis Farm Road and Medlin Drive

Jonna Maurer, representing the Dixie Trail neighborhood, requests a street closure on Sunday, November 20, 2011, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., to facilitate a street art festival.

1600 Block of Scales Street between Fairview and Harvey Street

Katherine Wilkerson, representing her neighborhood, requests a street closure on Saturday, October 29, 2011, from 4:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m., to facilitate a neighborhood block party.
400 Block of Saints Street
James McLean representing Christ Our King Community Church, requests permission to close the 400 Block of Saint’s Street, (formerly Farmers Street) between Garner Road and South Bloodworth Street on Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. in connection with a church festival. 

Recommendation:  Approve temporary street closings subject to conditions noted on the reports in the Agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

REZONING PUBLIC HEARING – JANUARY 17, 2012 – SCHEDULE APPROVED

The Planning Department has received 9 requests for rezoning to be held at the Tuesday, January 17, 2012, public hearing. There may be several text changes and comprehensive plan amendments.
Recommendation:  Authorize the scheduling of a Rezoning Hearing at 6:30 p.m., on the evening of Tuesday, January 17, 2012.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

CAMPO – LOCALLY ADMINISTERED PROJECT PROGRAM - GRANT APPLICATION AUTHORIZED

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is accepting applications for their Locally Administered Projects Program (LAPP). Funding is available on a competitive basis within the MPO, and project submissions are ranked using criteria established by CAMPO.  Based on their eligibility requirements, staff has identified six projects to submit for consideration for this grant funding.  The grant requires local prioritization of projects submitted for funding.  Staff has evaluated each project based on demand, funding, and feasibility and recommends that projects be requested as prioritized below.
Roadway Improvements:

Capital Boulevard Improvements (Spring Forest to

Old Wake Forest) (design only)

$325,000

Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements:

Peace Street West Streetscape

$2,700,000

Peace Street East Streetscape (design only)
$550,000

Downtown Pedestrian Safety Improvements (design only)
$150,000

Lumley/Westgate Road Corridor Improvements
$2,200,000

Glenwood Avenue Pedestrian Bridge (design only)
$350,000

This is a matching grant program, which requires 20% participation by the City.  If the City is awarded grants for any of these projects, the allocation of matching funds would occur in the next iteration of the City’s Capital Improvement Program.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to apply to CAMPO for grant funding through their Local Administered Projects Program in the priority Roadway Improvements and Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements order as indicated above.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

EASEMENT – 4701 LEAFCREST COURT – APPROVED

The Public Utilities Department is requesting authorization to exchange an existing sanitary sewer easement area for a new easement area with the Raleigh Housing Authority to protect an existing sewer main in peril of the adjacent stream.  Both easement areas are located on Housing Authority property at 4701 Leafcrest Court
Recommendation:  Approve the easement request.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.
PARKING CONTRACT – OFF-STREET – AGREEMENT WITH MCLAURIN PARKING – APPROVED

The City currently has a contract with McLaurin Parking to provide for the operation and management of six parking decks and four surface lots in the downtown area which expires October 31, 2011.  Following the issuance of an RFP on July 25, 2011, and a thorough selection process of four respondents, McLaurin Parking was recommended by staff and approved by Council on September 25, 2011, as the successful contractor with whom to negotiate a new contract.  This contract will continue service from November 1, 2011, to October 31, 2015, with two 2-year extensions exercisable at the City’s option.  The cost in the first year is $775,130.

A copy of the proposed contract, the RFP, and the Response by McLaurin Parking was included in the agenda packet.  Funding is available in account 442-2230-708900-272.

The proposed contract will be reviewed by the City Attorney.
Recommendation:  Approve the parking management contract.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.
SEWER SYSTEM CAPACITY ANALYSIS – CONTRACT WITH ADS, LLC – APPROVED

Public Utilities currently contracts for annual sewer system capacity analysis services with ADS, LLC.  The ADS sewer flow monitors are installed in different locations within the sewer system to monitor flows for monthly evaluations, historical flow information, and to provide data for planning of future capital investment.  The ADS system allows for real-time web hosting access to the flow monitoring data with notification capability of overflow or underflow events at monitor locations.  The new contract will also provide for the installation of two additional flow monitors, for a total of 20 monitors throughout the sewer system service area.

Recommendation:  Approve the renewal contract with ADS, LLC, in the amount of $194,817 (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.
TELEMETRY UPGRADES – CITI/CONTRACT AMENDMENT #3 - APPROVED
The City currently has an agreement with CITI, LLC, for telemetry upgrades.  Contract Amendment #3, in the amount of $1,565,349.20, is for CITI, LLC, to continue their work to complete the final project Phases 6, 7 and 8 for the upgrade and expansion of the existing radio telemetry system that services the City of Raleigh Public Utilities water distribution and wastewater collection systems.  The existing telemetry system has become too small and cannot effectively maintain our future communication needs for remote facilities.  In order to meet our future growth, the existing radio telemetry is being upgraded and expanded to a high-speed network in order to optimize the communications between the E.M. Johnson Water Treatment Plant, Neuse River Wastewater Treatment Plant and the remote water and sewer facilities located within the City of Raleigh’s service area and the merger towns of Knightdale, Wake Forest, Wendell and Zebulon.  Work also includes the design, permitting and construction services for several elevated tank modifications for mounting communication antennas and the erection of a new antenna tower and monopole.

Contract History:
Original Contract Amount
$  818,153

Amendment #1
 2,373,559

Amendment #2
      59,588

Amendment #3
 1,565,349
New Contract Amount
$4,816,690

Approve Contract Amendment #3 with CITI, LLC (transfer to be handled administratively).  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS POSITION RECLASSIFICATION - APPROVED

It is requested that the vacant Administrative Support Specialist (Code 0010; PG 27; Pos. 2758) that will manage the Street Division Mechanic Shop be reclassified to Automotive Specialist (code 4628; PG 28).  The Personnel Department has reviewed and recommends the reclassification.
Recommendation:  Approve the position reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 5500 WADE PARK BOULEVARD AND 600 ST. MARY’S STREET - APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

5500 Wade Park Boulevard

A request has been received from Lennar Carolinas, LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of storm drainage.  A report was included in the agenda packet.
600 St. Mary’s Street
A request has been received from NR St. Mary’s LLC to encroach on City right-of-way for the purpose of installing streetscape improvements including tree pits, roof overhang, bike rack and leaning rail.  A report was included in the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to the completion of liability agreements and documentation of proof of insurance by applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented the following budget amendments:

Police – $10,490 - To appropriate revenue collection activity from the use of police vehicles to be used for vehicle equipment upfit costs.
Fire - $368,077 - To establish the budget for the Joint Urban Search and Rescue Task Force within the Revolving Fund.  This will provide for ease of management and the ability to more clearly identify expenses and shared costs with other jurisdictions.

The agenda outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved and the recommended budget amendments.

Recommendation:  approval of Budget Amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 954 TF 171.

CONDEMNATION –CRABTREE BASIN WASTEWATER SYSTEM – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
Efforts have been unsuccessful to obtain needed easements; therefore, it is recommended that a resolution of condemnation be authorized for the following:
Project Name:
Name and Address:

Crabtree Basin Wastewater System
J. T. Hobby & Son, Inc.,

Conveyance Improvements
2226 Capital Blvd.


Wakeridge, LLC, 3304 New Bern Ave.
Recommendation:  Approve the condemnation requests.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 462 and 463.

TRANSFERS – VARIOUS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended transfers in the Public Utilities, Parks and Recreation and Fire Departments. The agenda outlined the code accounts involved and the reasons for the recommended transfers.
Recommendation:  Approval of transfers as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 954 TF 171.

PUBLIC UTILITIES – RESIDENTIAL FATS, OILS AND GREASE COLLECTION PROGRAM – APPROVED

For the past two years, the Public Utilities and Solid Waste Services departments have conducted a Residential Curbside Grease Collection program.  During last year’s program, in effect from November 1, 2010 to January 15, 2011, there were 200 individual collections for a total of 862 gallons of yellow grease collected.  Public Utilities and Solid Waste Services are proposing to implement the same program during the 2011 holiday season, from November 1, 2011 to January 13, 2012.  Public Affairs will also take the lead role in the public education campaign associated with the program.  Triangle Biofuels Industries, Inc., has agreed to extend the same contractual conditions as last year.  Under these conditions, Triangle Biofuels Industries, Inc. will provide storage containers for the collected residential cooking oil, accept the collected residential cooking oil for processing and reimburse the City $0.25 per gallon for the collected cooking oil.  As much as 1,000 gallons of used cooking oil could be collected from the approximately 110,000 accounts served by the City of Raleigh Solid Waste Services Department.  Due to the growing success of this program, authorization is also requested to make this an ongoing annual program during the fall and winter holiday season.

Recommendation:  Authorize the Residential Grease Collection Program effort for the current fiscal year (funds to be transferred administratively) and grant authorization for the Residential Curbside Grease Collection to be an annual program during the fall and winter holiday season.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the traffic code relating to reducing the speed limit from 35 mph to 25 mph on Brookhaven Drive, Village Grove Road and Forest Pines Drive.  This request meets all of the requirements of the adopted neighborhood traffic management plan.  Brookhaven Drive currently has a school zone which will not be required with the speed limit reduced 25 mph.  The recommendation also recommends removal of stop signs on Forest Pine Drive at the intersection of Common Oaks Drive pursuant to standard practice.  The agenda also recommended yield condition on Anderson Drive at Six Forks Road and reducing the speed limit on Anderson Drive as a part of the approved traffic calming project.  New signals, channelization, speed limits and truck routes that are necessary to accommodate the changes in the traffic pattern on Falls of Neuse Road due to the widening and realignment of the street were presented.  The Falls of Neuse Road changes would be effective immediately.  
The agenda also included no parking zones on portions of Falls Valley Drive and Monument Lane.  Pursuant to request from the Raleigh Pediatric Associates and Talis Management Group on behalf of the Oaks at Allen’s landing condominiums.  The agenda outlined the traffic changes in the traffic code that would need to be made to meet these objectives.
Recommendation:  Approval of traffic changes as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Baldwin/Weeks – 8 ayes.  See Ordinances 955 and 956.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CALL CENTER CONTRACT RENEWALS – UTILITY CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SOLID WASTE SERVICES – AMENDMENTS APPROVED
The agenda presented the following items and recommendations relating to Public Utility and Solid Waste Services Customer Call Centers.

Total Outsourced Systems, Inc., (TOS) provides a first-level Call Center service which includes dedicated staff qualified and trained to receive inbound calls from City of Raleigh utility customers and to perform corresponding administrative functions for these customers.  TOS currently handles an average of 18,000 customer calls each month, which greatly assists the Utility Billing call center staff.  In addition, TOS provides hosting services for the City’s Interactive Voice Response (IVR) system and houses the IVR system hardware at their Raleigh facility.

The Utility Billing Division underwent a major billing system change with the Customer Care and Billing (CCB) go-live on November 1, 2010.  As a result, the Utility Billing division is reviewing customer interaction workflows for possible restructuring to enhance customer service through effective utilization of the CCB system.  For these reasons, a change in call center operations at this time would be premature and possibly disruptive to customer service.
Consequently, contract terms have been negotiated with TOS to allow for the continuation of services for an additional two years at current billing rates. The City and TOS have agreed to add an early termination clause that will allow the City to terminate the contract with a 60-90 day notice without cause to provide the flexibility to restructure customer operations as needed.
Funds to continue such services are appropriated in the FY 2012 budget.
Total Outsourced Systems, Inc., (TOS) provides first-level Call Center services that include dedicated staff especially qualified and trained to receive inbound calls from City of Raleigh customers requesting solid waste collection services and to perform corresponding administrative functions for these customers.  TOS currently handles an average of 8,000 customer calls each month, and provides a system for Solid Waste Services to track calls. In addition TOS provides internet web hosting services for Solid Waste Services service request forms.

The City entered into a contract with Total Outsourced Systems, Inc. for the period of July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011.  An amendment to this contract was previously executed for the period of July 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011.  While the City is looking at various options for processing and administering citizen service requests, it is desirable to continue the existing contract for an additional six months for the remainder of FY 2012.  Funds are available in the FY 2012 budget.

Recommendation:  Approve contract amendments as outlined.

Mr. Weeks stated he had withdrawn both of these items to get some clarification on how this works.  City Manager Allen explained the program, talked about how it is billed relating to the unit cost of answering the calls, pointing out it is very competitive and it has helped us to provide the service at a lower cost.  He stated it is something that we monitor constantly and all employees of the two companies of local people.  It is not an out of the country call center.  Mr. Weeks moved approval of the two contracts as recommended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
No report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

No report

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
As this item was reached prior to 2:00 p.m. it was heard later in the meeting.  See minutes later.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

As this item was reached prior to 2:00 p.m. it was held and presented later in the meeting.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
BLOUNT STREET PARKING DECK – PROPOSAL OF LEASE TO OWN – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends that the City Council approve the proposal of a lease-to-own parking plan for 300 City-owned parking spaces in the Blount Street parking deck under the agreed upon terms to Edison Land, LLC (Gregg Sandreuter) as presented to the Committee.  The proposal includes a purchase option of the two unfinished retail shells in the parking structure and would be subject to NCGS160A-269 which is negotiated offer, advertisement and upset bids.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
SURPLUS PROPERTY – FAIRVIEW ROAD – TO BE SOLD SUBJECT TO UPSET BID

Mayor Meeker reported the Budget & Economic Development Committee recommends that the 5 foot land locked strip of property owned by the City of Raleigh and located at 0 Fairview Road be declared surplus and authorized for sale to Katherine Ann Kidd for $100 subject to the upset bid process with the understanding the winning bidder will pay all accrued advertising cost.  The City will give a quit claim deed.  On behalf of the Committee, Mayor Meeker moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

HOUSE CREEK GREENWAY – ACCEPTANCE OF PROPERTY – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
Mr. Crowder reported the Real Estate Division of the Budget & Economic Development Committee by unanimous vote recommends accepting the donation of 3.43 acres located at 0 Blueridge Road and 2.45 acres located at 3970 Blue Ridge Road from GFM II, LLC/ENGLERT, LLC.  The City will accept the land donation subject to a satisfactory phase I environmental site assessment with the cost of the ESA, 2011 property tax and closing cost associated with the conveyance of the two properties to be paid by the Parks and Recreation Department.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded was seconded by Mayor Meeker and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 466.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-8-11 – OBERLIN ROAD – INFORMATION RECEIVED

Chairperson McFarlane indicated the Comprehensive Planning Committee did meet and discussed rezoning Z-8-11 – Oberlin Road and a recommendation of approval is moving forward.  She stated the additional conditions are being submitted and there is a two day waiting period therefore this item will be on the next agenda.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

No Report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

No Report

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION
MINUTES LATER IN MEETING

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD – 2011 – 2012 WORK PROGRAM – RECEIVED

Council members received in their agenda packet the Environmental Advisory Board proposed work plan for fiscal year 2012 as follows:

The Environmental Advisory Board members are pleased to present the annual work plan to the City Council for your review and approval.

Work Plan Item #1: Continue to monitor the Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Inventory Reduction Strategy for Government Operations, the Fossil Fuel 
Reduction Strategy, and the LEED policy. 

Work Plan Item #2: Identify opportunities for more sustainable practices. 

Work Plan Item #3: Review and comment on the Unified Development Ordinance and the alignment of the UDO and the Comprehensive Plan. 

Work Plan Item #4: Review the annual revisions to the Comprehensive Plan and provide recommendations to the City Council on environmental protection. 

Work Plan Item #5: Continue the Education and Outreach Program:

· Speakers Bureau 

· Environmental Awards 

· Other Outreach Efforts 

Work Plan Item #6: Other items as directed by the City Council.

Chairperson Burns went over the work plan pointing out work plan Item #4 is the only new aspect of their work plan.

Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane.

Mr. Odom pointed out work plan Item #4 is new and questioned if it should be sent to committee for consideration and study.  Mr. Crowder stated he didn’t see anything harmful with them reviewing the annual revisions to the comprehensive plan.  He had no problem with that.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Odom who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FALLS OF NEUSE BRIDGE OPENING – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Odom expressed appreciation to all involved in getting the Falls of Neuse Bridge opened.  He stated that brought up a sigh of relief for many people and helps with the traffic flow.  He stated he looks forward to getting the report on the traffic signals pointing out he understands that will be 5 to 6 months away but he looks forward to that report.  He stated now we can move forward on the next phase and get it done.

Mr. Stephenson pointed out the greenway under the bridge is scheduled for the official ribbon cutting in early November.  He stated given the number of people who are already using that on a daily basis, he knows that is going to be a big hit.

Mayor Meeker stated both of those projects were mentioned during the bridge opening ceremony.

BUILDERS OF HOPE – STATE STREET TRANSFORMATION – COMMENDED

Ms. Baldwin indicated just before the election she attended 5 events in one day; one being the 5th Anniversary of Builders of Hope.  She stated it was a great celebration to see the transformation that has taken place on State Street.  It is absolutely remarkable.  She commended staff and all involved for doing such a good job and called on people to visit the area.  

UMSTEAD PARKING – STATUS REPORT – TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 1 AGENDA

Ms. Baldwin indicated she has recently received some calls and emails from people in the Umstead park area who are still very unsatisfied with the state of the parking plan in the area.  She pointed out we have been dealing with this some 4 years and we need to get serious and get the problem resolved.  She asked for an update from staff.  She stated she knew Mr. Stephenson and others had met with some State personnel including Representatives Weiss and everyone seem to be happy with the plan to move forward but nothing has happened.  She questioned what the next steps are.  She pointed out if we cannot deal with this quickly and get the issues resolved may be it should be put in committee so that the committee could provide some direction.  Mayor Meeker suggested that it be placed on the November 1 agenda and ask the City Manager to provide a report on the status.
Mr. Stephenson indicated he recently met with the State Park Director pointing out the State Parks Division was going to be a major partner in acquiring some land but due to the state of the economy funds are not available.  He stated we do have funds for the multi-purpose path along Trinity Road.  

It was directed that the item be placed on the November 1, agenda to receive a report.  

BEVERLY DRIVE – TRIMMING OF TREES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Weeks indicated he recently attended a CAC meeting in the Worthdale Community and there were complaints about where the city planted trees, tree limbs are hanging over the street and sidewalk and causing obstructions.  He questioned whose responsibility it is to keep the trees trimmed pointing out he was told by residents in the area that the problems had been reported but nothing has occurred.  The item was referred to administration.
COMMITTEE AGENDAS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mayor Meeker congratulated the Committee chairs for paring down the number of items in committees.  He asked all committee chairs do whatever possible to get their agendas cleared by the second meeting in November.

NAACP – PRESENTING SPONSOR PROPOSAL – TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 1 AGENDA AS A SPECIAL ITEM

Mayor Meeker pointed out NAACP is holding its first major institute in Raleigh next March.  He asked that an item be placed on the November 1 agenda for the City to consider becoming a presenting sponsor by providing $5,000 for the event.  It was agreed to place the item on the November 1 agenda.
WAKE COUNTY – SEPTIC TANK INSPECTIONS – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mayor Meeker pointed out Council members have been hearing about the septic tank situation in the county and the position being taken by the health board relating to septic tanks.  He stated he thought the health board had stepped off of its original position.  City Manager Allen stated he understands they have met and forwarded a draft measure to the next level and it is his understanding the draft deletes all maintenance requirements as at this point they do not believe they have all of the data needed.  Mayor Meeker stated he does not feel it has got to the Commissioners level as yet.  Mayor Meeker asked that the Council be provided a status report and he feels some Board members have a different understanding.  Administration was asked to provide a report.

TREE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE – COMPLETION OF DUTIES – TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 1 AGENDA

Mayor Meeker stated he thought the Tree Conservation Task Force members tasks have been completed and expressed appreciation to them for all of their work and may be Council should take action to dissolve the task force.  City Manager Allen stated he thought the group felt they had completed their task but the Council referred another item to them recently.  Mayor Meeker suggested that this be placed on the November 1 agenda as a special item at which time the Council could formally thank them for their work and to officially conclude their mission.  It was agreed to place it on the November 1, agenda as a special item.
RALEIGH HALL OF FAME – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Crowder indicated he attended the Raleigh Hall of Fame celebration on October 17 and pointed out it was a very uplifting and wonderful event.  Everyone did a great job.  He stated it was great to see so many caring individuals and hear about the great things they did to help our City.  He recommends that all citizens participate in this event in the future.

TREE TRIMMING – FAIRVIEW ACRES – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Crowder talked about Fairview Acres and tree trimming that is being undertaken by Progress Energy.  He asked that the City get its arborists to work with the Progress Energy Arborist to make sure that the tree trimming is done in a sensitive manner not just cut the tops off but shape them, etc.  City Manager Allen pointed out the City’s arborist is aware of the situation and is working with them.  He stated however the City has no control over trimming on private property.  City Manager Allen pointed out in this particular situation the trees are on public right-of-way.  Administration was asked to check into the situation.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

RALEIGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION – 2010-2011 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2011-2012 WORK PROGRAM – APPROVED AS PRESENTED

Fred Belledin, Chair of the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission was at the meeting and pointed out Council members received a 2010-2011 Annual Report dated October 2011 and 2011-2012 Annual Work Program outlining duties of the Commission and staff, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee, Community Awareness Committee, Research Committee and Nominations Committee.  He asked that the Council approve the annual report and work program as presented.  Mayor Meeker moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN 

The City Clerk read the followings results of the ballot vote:

Downtown Housing Improvement Corporation – On Vacancy – Angel Wright-Feldman – 6 (All but Odom)
Fair Housing Hearing Board – One Vacancy – Mary Willoughby – 5 (McFarlane, Weeks, Meeker, Odom, Baldwin) - Scottie Beth Forbes – 1 (Crowder)

Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – Ms. Baldwin nominated Michael Lester

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Ms. Baldwin nominated Damien Graham; Ms. McFarlane and Mr. Gaylord nominated Thomas F. Moore

Raleigh Transit Authority – Two Vacancies – Alternate Member – Regina Price – 7 (All but Stephenson)

Stormwater Management Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominees

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – One Vacancy – No Nominees

The appointment of Angel Wright-Feldman to DHIC, Mary Willoughby to Fair Housing Hearing Board and Regina Price to the Raleigh Transit Authority was announced.  The other items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

PLANNING COMMISSION – ERIN STERLING LEWIS – REAPPOINTED

The term of Erin Sterling Lewis is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment and has an excellent attendance record.  Mr. Crowder moved that the Council suspend its rules and reappoint Ms. Lewis by accumulation.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCIES ANNOUNCED

The terms of Emanuel Larson (Youth member) and Michael Leach are expiring.  Mr. Larson does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Mr. Leach is not eligible for reappointment as he has served since 2005.  A letter of resignation has been received from James Ranieri.  Therefore you have three vacancies for consideration.  No nominations were made.
CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor Meeker stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of certain businesses or events to Raleigh and any incentives that might be involved in the relocation and pursuant to NCGS143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the City Attorney about various legal matters.  Mayor Meeker moved approval of the motion as read.  His motion was seconded by Ms. McFarlane and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Council went into Closed Session at 1:35 p.m.

The Council reconvened in open session at 2:00 p.m. with Mayor Meeker pointing out the Council had advised the City Attorney and the City Manager on matters discussed but there is nothing to publicly report at this point.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

REZONING HEARING JANUARY 2012 – ADDITION AUTHORIZED
Attorney Jason L. Barron representing Kimberly Development Group was at the meeting to request the City Council to authorize staff to accept a rezoning petition for the January 17, 2012 Joint Public Hearing.  The requested rezoning relates to two parcels located along Sandy Forks Road (Tax ID 1706-78-3269 and 1706-78-4337).  Attorney Barron indicated his clients own the two adjacent properties and they had an end user who has approached them and there is a short time frame involved.  In response to questions, City Manager Allen pointed out it just provides a shorter time frame for staff to process the application, etc.  Mr. Stephenson moved approval of the request as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
DRIVEWAY – 608 WYNNE STREET – REFERRED TO PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

James E. Lyles was at the meeting to request the Council to allow him permission to install an entrance drive at 608 Wynne Street.  He pointed out he owns the property at 540 and 542 East Lenoir Street and he understands in order to install a driveway on Wynne Street, he would have to recombine the East Lenoir Street lots and it would cost some $1,000.  He stated he purchased 608 Wynne Street from the City of Raleigh for some $6,000; talked about what had happened on the properties at 540 and 542 East Lenoir Street explained the problems in the 500 block of East Lenoir with the bottle neck traffic, rooming houses across the street and problems with those, problems in the aftermath of the April tornados and the fact that the problem houses in the area didn’t loose any shingles.  Without further discussion, Mayor Meeker suggested the item be referred to Public Works Committee.
Mr. Lyles stated he thinks he purchased the property under false pretense as the advertisement in the paper by the City did not have all of the information.  He stated he just wants to put another entranceway but was told he would have to recombine to do that.  The property is now valued at some $9,000.  He stated he had asked the City Attorney to send him a deed and map but he never got it.  Without further discussion the item was referred to Public Works Committee.

SIGN – WAIVER OF FEES – NO ACTION TAKEN

Peter Turner, Dunkin Donuts and Baskin Robbins Franchise had requested waiver of fees relating to signs and violations.  Mr. Turner was not at the meeting; therefore the item was removed with no action taken.
POLICE HARASSMENT ALLEGATION – COMMENTS RECEIVED

James Perry was at the meeting to discuss the alleged police harassment relating to Kedren Turnage and Shannon Stokes.  He stated both were in the audience.  He stated Mr. Turnage feels he is being harassed by the police and gave information about the police stopping Mr. Turnage, took his identification and then stopped him again because he didn’t have identification.  He stated he had read the statements and he was very concerned.  He talked about concern about random ID checks, the fact that both are students at St. Augustine, the ID being taken by the police and not returned, the fact that he is continued to be asked for his ID, the allegation that police showed up at Ms. Stoke’s apartment talking about gang activity and the next day asking her about her boyfriend.  He talked about alleged false arrest, discussions about the need for search warrants and the fact that Mr. Turnage and Ms. Stokes feel they are being harassed.  He pointed out he has worked with young people and he feels that these two were mistreated.  He does not feel the way they were treated by the police department is all above board, talked about the need for checks and balances in the system and the need to look into alleged police brutality and harassment.
Mayor Meeker pointed out the Council had received a report and questioned if there is anything to do at this point.  City Attorney McCormick indicated he understands it was a preliminary report.  He does not know if the final report on this investigation has been filed.  Mayor Meeker suggest no action be taken until the final report is received. 

OCCUPY RALEIGH – COMMENTS RECEIVED

The Pastor of the Church of Congregational of Social Justice was at the meeting indicating he was present to support the Occupy Raleigh Movement and hoped that the Council and the City Manager could clear up some miscommunication or mixed messages.  The Mayor Meeker talked about what the couple members appointed to work with the City Manager.  Mayor Meeker stated the City is very respectful of people’s rights but explained the capital grounds are not within the City authority.

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING – 2911 GLENWOOD AVENUE – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance authorizing the demolition of the unfit building at 2911 Glenwood Avenue.  Pursuant to provisions of Section 10-6131 of the Code of the City of Raleigh.  The property is in the name of the Sylvester Hinton, Heirs and is known as Tax ID 0031275.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  
A gentleman who indicated he is the grandson of Sylvester Hinton appeared.  He stated it had been a very rough time for his family.  His sister passed away in October, and then his mother passed away.  He stated this is the old homestead place and they would like to sell the property.  Brief discussion took place on the time frame involved if an ordinance is adopted with Inspector Spruill indicating they would start to work immediately but it would be 30 to 45 days before the actual demolition occurs.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Weeks moved adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 957.

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming charges in the amount of $9,760.00 for the demolition of the unfit building at 920 South Bloodworth Street.  The property is in the name of Irma H. and Aljerney Harris and is further known as Tax ID #0060346.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of the confirming resolution.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 464.
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution confirming the charges for the abatement of public nuisances as a lien against the property as listed below:
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER(s)
	TAX ID NO.
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	1324 Athens Drive
	Shamsul A Khan

Shireen Islam
	0037222
	$ 819.00



	212 Bledsoe Avenue
	Johnnie L Smith, Jr.
Albert M Smith
	0065229
	615.00

	527 South Bloodworth Street
	Jacques M & Michelle J Curtis
	0070052
	304.00

	732 Brighton Road
	Metropolitan Designs Inc
	0072184
	1,138.00

	2009 Brightwell Lane
	Scott L & Patricia F Mitchell
	0206081
	250.00

	5701 Continental Way
	Nadine Horton Mercer
	0147593
	295.00

	814 Cotton Place
	James Otis Alston

Rosabelle Alston Hinton
	0001694
	617.00

	818 Cotton Place
	James Otis Alston

Rosabelle Alston Hinton
	0001695
	617.00

	3333 Dogwood Drive
	Dennis E Hrynkow
	0034203
	1,448.00

	4205 Edwards Mill Road
	Naara Lopez
	0012660
	337.00

	1104 Mark Street
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0015548
	274.00

	1108 Mark Street
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0126432
	922.00

	810 East Martin Street
	Ozark Investments LLC
	0066250
	507.00

	5005 Oak Park Road
	Lawrence Peter Gilet
	0059465
	446.00

	621 Peach Road
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0122214
	841.00

	625 Peach Road
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0036106
	597.00

	713 Peach Road
	Taylor Wake Properties Inc
	0035305
	262.00

	1017 South Person Street
	Reginald F Pretty

Furney L Pretty
	0054930
	264.00

	3855 Pin Oak Road
	Steven P & Bettina C Mason
	0298402
	260.00

	5209 Rembert Drive
	James A & Pamela J Smith
	0042681
	346.00

	808 Richmond Street
	Lelia S Brownfield Heirs
	0025089
	261.00

	4717 River Boat Landing Court
	Michael G Rhodes
	0226976
	249.00

	915 South State Street
	Laura H Blue

Josephine Grimes
	0078216
	260.00

	3980 Volkswalk Place
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330908
	248.00

	3982 Volkswalk Place
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330907
	248.00

	3984 Volkswalk Place
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330906
	227.00

	3986 Volkswalk Place
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330905
	248.00

	3988 Volkswalk Place
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330904
	248.00

	3990 Volkswalk Place 
	Rock Quarry Associates LLC
	0330903
	$ 248.00


Mayor Meeker stated the following locations have been withdrawn as the charges have been paid or there were other circumstances making it necessary to withdraw them:
1104 and 1108 Mark Street, 621, 625 and 713 Peach Road, 1017 South Person Street, 3855 Pin Oak Road, 808 Richmond Street, 4717 River Boat Landing Court.

The Mayor opened the hearing on the other locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearings were closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming the charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 465.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mayor Meeker announced the meeting adjourned at 2:18 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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