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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, 2014 in the City Council Chamber of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding




Mayor Pro Tem Thomas G. Crowder



Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano



Councilor John Odom



Councilor Russ Stephenson




Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and invocation was rendered by David Chilman, Ba’hai Faith.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Councilor Baldwin.  

The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT – PRESENTED
Later in the meeting, Mayor McFarlane explained the Certificate of Appointment process and presented a Certificate to David Millsaps, who was recently appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board.

WALNUT CREEK FESTIVAL IN MOTION – INVITATION ISSUED

Dr. Benson Kirkman and Ann Franklin were at the meeting to talk about the upcoming Walnut Creek Festival in Motion.  Ms. Franklin pointed out we all celebrate our entire greenway system; however she and Dr. Benson Kirkman are working on the celebration of the Walnut Creek section.  She stated the celebration “Festival in Motion” helps draw attention to our greenway, talked about the work, the wetlands, activities and welcomed everyone to come and participate in the event.  Dr. Kirkman stated the kids and others who take part in the celebration take ownership of the greenways and that will help offer a brighter future for the greenway system.  He invited all to attend.

AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION - INTERACT INCORPORATED - RECEIVED

Tucker Shade, Chairperson of InterAct, talked about the work of InterAct which relates to domestic and sexual violence.  He talked about the work of the 50 staff members and 1,700 volunteers, explaining at the end of 2012, we had one of the highest numbers of domestic violence homicide.  He stated at that time they came to the Council and the Council increased their funding to help address the issue and expressed appreciation.  
Allison Atkinson talked about the work, the number of people they serve, the 8,000 visits and 17,000 crisis calls over the past year.  She stated approximately 23 families per day come through their facility.  

Leigh Duque, Executive Director, expressed appreciation for the City of Raleigh’s partnership, talked about the new programs they have been able to implement with Raleigh’s help and pointed out last year nation wide about ½ of the people that were serviced by a facility such as theirs returned to the abusive situation.  She stated however last year 90% of those who went through Wake County’s program did not return to the abusive relationship.  She stated they are proud to partner with the City of Raleigh to address the situation.  
Various Council members expressed appreciation with Ms. Baldwin encouraging Council people who have not had an opportunity to tour the InterAct facility to do so.  The comments were received.  

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had received a request from Mr. Weeks to withdraw the Capital Area Transit – Federal Transit Administration Grant and the renovation of 1430 South Blount Street Alterations.  Without objection, those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  The items on the Consent were as follows.

NEUSE RIVER BASIN – AGRICULTURAL IMPACTS – COMMENTS AUTHORIZED
As reviewed for Council in Manager’s Update No. 26, issued August 22, 2014, staff has been tracking two issues where agricultural activities, either existing or planned, represent potentially negative impacts to City interests.  The first involves a dairy farm, Kings Mill Farm II in the Falls Lake water supply watershed, with a long history of water quality violations.  The second instance involves the latest proposal by Sanderson Farms, “Project Destiny” located within the Neuse River Basin, to increase the number of poultry in the eastern part of North Carolina by 65 million birds per year.
Staff recommends that the City enter formal comments on both situations to State and local elected officials, appointed officials, and to the agriculture interests themselves for the purpose of expressing concerns about detrimental water quality impacts.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to submit formal comments as appropriate.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  

ROAD RACES – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for road races.

200 and 300 Block of South Blount Street, Vicinity of Mulberry Street, Courtland Drive, Mordecai Drive, Person Drive, North Street, 200 and 300 Blocks of South Person Street, 200 Block of East Martin Street

Ms. Heather Hargrave, representing the Autism Society of North Carolina, requests permission to hold a 5K fundraising race on Saturday, October 11, 2014 from 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

She is also requesting to encumber all parking spaces in the 200 and 300 blocks of South Blount Street and the 200 block of South Person Street, as well as two travel lanes in the 200 and 300 blocks of South Blount Street from 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m.

Vicinity of NC State University property at Centennial Campus, Inner Lane of Southbound Centennial Parkway from Oval Drive to Achievement Drive

Mr. Daniel Hackley, representing the Veterans and Canine Angels 5K race, requests permission to hold a fundraising race on Sunday, November 2, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
TEMPORARY STREET CLOSINGS – VARIOUS – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

The agenda presented the following requests for temporary street closings.

Braxton Court from Brewster Drive to the Dead End

Mr. Douglas Wilson, representing his neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, September 26, 2014, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood BBQ.
3100 Block of Ashel Street between Vick Avenue and Childers Street
Rudy Worsley, representing his neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Sunday, September 28, 2014, from 4:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for a neighborhood pot luck dinner.
The group is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property.

200 Block of East Martin Street between South Blount Street and South Person Street, all of Wolfe Street, all of Paraham Street, all of Blake Street

Ms. Terri Dollar, representing Artsplosure, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, October 3, 2014, from 2:00 p.m. until 11:59 p.m. for a fundraising event.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
5100 Block of Jeffries Street between Stockton Drive and Norman Place

Ms. Martha Corregan, representing the Roylene Acres neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, October 4, 2014, from 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. for a neighborhood block party.
She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property.

Portion of Nelson Street between Parnell Drive and Lansing Street

Ms. Debra Smith, representing Long Acre Neighborhood, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, October 4, 2014, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:15 p.m. for a neighborhood Fall Festival.
100 Block of South West Street between West Hargett Street and West Morgan Street

Ms. Lindsey Eiberen, representing Citrix, requests permission for a street closure on Friday, October 10, 2014, at 11:00 a.m. until Saturday, October 11, 2014 at 3:00 a.m. for grand opening party for Citrix employees.
The actual event will be on Friday, October 10, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Parking Spaces Bordering Nash Square Park on West Hargett Street, South Dawson Street and South McDowell Street

Ms. Jackie Brown, representing the City of Raleigh, requests permission to encumber parking on roadways on Friday, October 17, 2014, from 7:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for the annual Employee Health Fair and Fun Walk.  There are no street closures associated with this event.
She is also requesting to encumber all parking spaces bordering Nash Square Park on West Hargett Street, South Dawson Street and South McDowell Street.  The no parking signs will be posted from 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

She is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
300 Block of Fayetteville Street from Davie Street to Martin Street

Ms. Tara Zechini, representing the Hope for Haiti Foundation, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, November 1, 2014, at 8:00 a.m. until Sunday, November 2, 2014 at 2:00 a.m. for a fundraising event.
The actual event will be on Saturday, November 1, 2014 from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
300 thru 500 Blocks of Fayetteville Street, Davie Street between South Salisbury Street and South Wilmington Street

Ms. Ashley Melville, representing the Downtown Raleigh Alliance, requests permission for a street closure on Saturday, December 6, 2014, from 6:00 a.m. until Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 2:00 a.m. for the Mayor’s Tree Lighting Festival.

The actual event will be on Saturday, December 6, 2014 from 3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

She is also requesting permission to encumber the parking spaces on the 500 Block of Fayetteville Street from the City Plaza to Lenoir Street on Saturday, December 6, 2014 from 6:00 a.m. until Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 2:00 a.m.

She is also requesting a waiver of all City ordinances concerning the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on City property and permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
The 100 block of South West Street between West Hargett and West Morgan Street

Mr. Corbin Murray, representing Citrix, is requesting permission to close one block of South West Street on Wednesday, October 8, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. until Thursday, October 9, 2014, at Noon to facilitate a ribbon cutting event.  He is also requesting permission to allow amplified sound during the event.
Recommendation:  Approve subject to conditions noted on the reports in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  
LEGACY TREE FUND – NORTH CAROLINA URBAN FOREST COUNCIL GRANT - ACCEPTED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has been awarded a Legacy Tree grant by the North Carolina Urban Forest Council for use in habitat restoration along the Upper and Lower Walnut Creek Greenway trails.  Invasive species will be removed and native tree species will be planted by staff and volunteer groups.  The tree planting events are scheduled to occur in November 2014.  The grant was approved by the Grants Committee on May 8, 2014.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant award and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $2,999.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 341 TF 237.

FACIAL RECOGNITION SOFTWARE – GRANT ACCEPTED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has been awarded $43,650 from the federal Office of Justice Programs to purchase facial recognition software that will be utilized by police personnel to compare images of unknown suspects at crime scenes to images of suspects from other crime scenes or compared to intake photos of suspects booked at the Wake County Jail.  There is a $14,550 local match required for this grant.  The grant was approved by the Grants Committee on January 23, 2014.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant award and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $58,200.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 341 TF 237.
EMERGENCY SHELTER – GRANT PROJECTS – ALLOCATIONS AUTHORIZED

A total of $217,085 in Federal Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funding was made available to the City for the 2014-15 fiscal year.  The Community Development division issued a Request for Proposals for the allocation of the ESG funding for eligible activities that would assist individuals and households experiencing a housing crisis or who are currently homeless.  A total of eight proposals were received.

The applications were reviewed a committee that included representatives from City staff as well as the Partnership to End and Prevent Homelessness, the local HUD-recognized Continuum of Care lead agency.  Details of the evaluation criteria and analysis are included with the agenda packet.

Funding Recommendations
Wake County-South Wilmington Street Center
$100,000

The Women’s Center

$28,400

Triangle Family Services

$20,085

Urban Ministries-Helen Wright Center for Women
$26,000

PLM Families Together

$27,600

Hope Center at Pullen

$15,000

Proposals Not Recommended for Funding
The Healing Place

$66,898

Haven House

$50,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the funding allocations from the federal Emergency Solutions Grant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
EASEMENT- GORMAN STREET AND TOWEE TRAIL - APPROVED
A request has been received from Duke Energy Progress for easements on City-owned property located at 0 Gorman Street and 0 Towee Trail for the purpose of relocating electrical facilities including poles and guy wires for the Gorman Street lighting project.  The Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources Department is the maintenance manager of the property and is in agreement with the easement request by Duke Energy Progress.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation: Approve the easement.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.   
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 8007 AND 8011 WILDWOOD FOREST DRIVE – RESOLUTION OF INTENT ADOPTED

A request has been received from CarMax Auto Superstores to exchange an existing 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 154 linear feet (approximately 3055 square feet) valued at approximately $5,102.  The new 20-foot wide sanitary sewer easement is approximately 118 linear feet (approximately 2,356 square feet) valued at approximately $3,935 located 8007 and 8011 Wild Wood Forest Drive in Raleigh.  The easement exchange will provide for better site development.  Construction plans have been processed and permitted by the Public Utilities Department and the sanitary sewer main has been constructed.  Additionally, since the new infrastructure alignment and proposed exchange renders the City whole in its ability to provide on-going service, no monetary consideration is recommended by staff as a condition of the exchange.

Recommendation:  Authorize the easement exchange and direct the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolution 984.
EPLUS LEASE SCHEDULE 151 – MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE

The City utilizes a leasing company to provide technology equipment including desktop computers, laptops, projectors, and network equipment such as switches, routers, and servers.  The Master Lease Agreement provides for new and replacement equipment to be leased via a series of quarterly lease schedules.  Lease schedule 151 in the amount of $276,641 is for a four-year term.  The contract amount exceeds the administrative approval threshold.

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute Lease Schedule 151.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

CRABTREE CREEK WEST GREENWAY – CONTRACT WITH STEWART, INC. – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED
The Crabtree Creek West Greenway (Lindsay Drive to Umstead State Park) is a proposed two-mile connection that extends from the current Crabtree Creek Trail terminus at Lindsay Drive to the eastern boundary of Umstead State Park.  The greenway connection is the final segment of the Crabtree Creek Trail and will link the American Tobacco Trail in western Wake County with the Neuse River Trail serving communities in the east-central portion of Wake County.  Proposals for engineering services were requested by a publicly advertised request for qualifications process.  Staff has negotiated a design services contract with Stewart, Inc. for the Crabtree Creek West Greenway in the amount of $490,935.  The fee includes design services, preparation of construction documents, and solicitation of construction bids.  Construction is not funded at this time.
Name of Project:



Crabtree Creek West Greenway
Managing Division:
Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources - Design Development
Approval Requested:
Approve Professional Services Contract and authorize transfer of funds
Reason for City Council Review:
Approval of Professional Services Contract (>$150,000 Formal RFP/City Council Approval), authorize transfer of funds
Original CIP Project Budget:


$0

Overall Design Budget Estimate:

$490,935 (11% of project budget)

Vendor:




Stewart, Inc.

Prior contract activity:



None

Currently encumbered (% of estimate):

$0

Encumbered with this approval:


$490,935
Anticipated future amendments:
$150,000+/- for Construction Administration (July 2016 – Dec 2017)

Construction Estimate:
$4,400,000 (recommended for 2014 Parks Bond)
Budget Amendment required:


Yes

Budget Transfer required:


No
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract with Stewart, Inc. and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $500,000.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda – Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 341 TF 237.

MERCHANT CARD PROCESS – AMENDMENT #2 AND NEW CONTRACT WITH FIS GLOBAL – APPROVED

The City utilizes the services of FIS Global to provide electronic payment processing services (the acceptance of credit and debit cards for payment of City services via web, telephone, and in-person) for utility, inspections, and other City services.  A Request for Proposals was issued and the evaluation team selected FIS Global.  Council authorized the negotiation of a new contract with FIS Global.  Their current contract term expires September 30, 2014 and a three month contract extension is requested while the City finalizes negotiations.  The new contract features flat rate pricing that is estimated to save the City $100,000 in credit card fees over the life of the contract based on anticipated credit/debit card processing volume.

Name of Project:



Merchant Card Processing
Managing Division:



Finance – Treasury
Request Reason:
Contract Amendment Approval (Contract Amendment >$150,000)

Cause of Contract Amendment:
Contract Expiration – new contract negotiation still in progress 

FY15 Budget:




$826,700
Vendor:




FIS Global
Prior Contract Activity:
(Council approval) – original contract – (9/18/2007)
(Council approval) – contract amendment one (9/17/2013)

Budget Transfer:



N/A
Currently Encumbered:



$250,000

Amount of this Contract Amendment:
$239,000 (based on current card transaction volume)

Encumbered with this Approval:


$489,000
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the Contract Amendment and execute the contract with FIS Global.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

POLICE AND FIRE BILLING SERVICES – CONTRACT WITH A.T. ALLEN & COMPANY – APPROVED

The City issued a Request for Proposals for professional billing and collection services for false alarm, fire inspection, and fire permit accounts.  Two proposals were received:  A.T. Allen & Company, the current provider of professional billing services, and Fire Recovery USA.  Over the proposed three-year contract the estimated cost of service for each vendor is $427,000 and $604,000, respectively.

Following evaluation of proposals based on quality of service, cost of basic service, and customer service standards, an interdepartmental evaluation team recommends contracting with A.T. Allen & Company.
Name of Project:


Fire and Police Billing Services RFP
Managing Division:


Finance – Revenue
Request Reason:
Contract Approval (Contract >$150,000)

Vendor:



A.T. Allen & Company
Amount of this Contract:

$427,000 (for three-year period)

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with A.T. Allen & Company.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN – CONTRACT WITH SYMETRA, INC – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY

Due to a potential 46% premium increase (an estimated $624,629 in additional annual premiums) for the current level of stop/loss reinsurance coverage at the $275,000 level, staff initiated a process to solicit proposals from qualified persons or firms to provide stop loss insurance services for the employee medical plan to identify alternatives and to minimize premium costs and liability levels.
The City utilized the services of the benefits consultant, Willis, Inc., to conduct a competitive bid process.  Eight responses to a Request for Proposals were received, as follows:

(1) HM (current provider)

(2) Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina

(3) HCC

(4) Symetra

(5) Zurich

(6) Munich Re

(7) AIG

(8) Optum

Five finalists were selected evaluated for the following criteria:  coverage levels, coverage limitations, premiums, fees, contract basis period, and business/financial ratings.  Following evaluation of the best and final proposals of the finalists, the consensus recommendation of the benefits committee to the City Manager is that Symetra, Inc. offers the most competitive proposal, based upon coverage levels, contract coverage period, unlimited annual/lifetime maximums, and competitive premium pricing.  The contract will be for medical plan stop/loss insurance coverage services at the $285,000 coverage level for the plan year beginning October 1, 2014.
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to negotiate and execute a contract with Symetra, Inc., subject to assistance and guidance from the City Attorney.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

PERSONNEL – PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – RECLASSIFICATION – APPROVED

Reclassification of Position No. 1163 from Assessment Specialist (Pay Grade 32, Job Code 000443) to Web Services Specialist (Pay Grade 34, Job Code 000338) is requested.  The reclassification has been reviewed by the Human Resources department.  The FY15 budget impact is $3,488 with an estimated annualized impact of $4,421.  Funds are available in the operating budget due to the existing vacancy.

Recommendation:  Approve the reclassification.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin- 8 ayes.
PERSONNEL – PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT – RECLASSIFICATION APPROVED

Reclassification of Position No. 5796 from Training and Development Manager (Pay Grade 37, Job Code 2227) to Planning and Development Fiscal Manager (Pay Grade 38; Job Code 1125) is requested.  This position is intended to provide budgetary and fiscal oversight for the Planning and Development Department.  With the consolidation of the three major departments/divisions providing services to the development industry, the complexity and scope of the enterprise has greatly increased, as has the opportunity to achieve efficiencies and cost sharing.  Increased efficiency and coordination among the many divisions can only be achieved by consolidating fiscal and budgetary functions in a centrally-placed professional position.
The cost associated with the reclassification will be covered by lapsed salary.  The reclassification has been reviewed by the Human Resources department and funds are available in the operating budget.
Reclassification of Position No. 1278 from Planning Technician (Pay Grade 31; Job Code 1112) to Planner I (Pay Grade 33; Job Code 1121) is requested.  The Planning Tech position was originally conceived within the organization as performing duties related to application intake and processing, technical research, and routine customer service questions.  With the reorganization of the Development Services functions and consolidation with Planning, many routine customer interactions have moved to the centralized Customer Service Center.  At the same time, demand has increased for planning staff able to write complex reports, perform sophisticated analysis, and make presentations at public meetings.  The Long Range Planning division currently has three non-supervisory positions meeting this need.  A fourth will allow the division to respond more effectively to requests for staff presentations, meeting participation, and complex research and analysis.
The cost associated with the reclassification will be covered by lapsed salary.  The reclassification has been reviewed by the Human Resources department and funds are available in the operating budget.
Recommendation:  Approve the reclassifications as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin- 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 1301 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from FMW at Hillsborough & Morgan, LLC to install a bike rack, bench, and curb drain located in the right-of-way of 1301 Hillsborough Street.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENT – 2811 HILLSBOROUGH STREET – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
A request has been received from FMW at 2811 Hillsborough, LLC to install a bike rack and bench located in the right-of-way of 2811 Hillsborough Street.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Approve the encroachment subject to completion of a liability agreement and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.

ENCROACHMENTS – 3817 HARDEN STREET, 4201 LAKE BOONE TRAIL, 5200 DORCAS STREET AND 4325 LAKE BOONE TRAIL – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
The agenda presented the following requests for encroachments.

Requests have been received from Crown Castle NG East, LLC to install utility pole, pedestal, concrete pad, and equipment cabinet located in the right-of-way of 3817 Harden Street; 4201 Lake Boone Trail, 5200 Dorcas Street and 4325 Lake Boone Trail.  Reports were included in Council agenda packets.
Recommendation:  Approval of the encroachments subject to completion of liability agreements and documentation of proof of insurance by the applicant.   Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS – VARIOUS – APPROVED

The agenda presented a budget amendment in the amount of $5,000 to appropriate a donation from Raleigh Historic Development Commission to support funding for a national registry nomination for Chavis Park.  
A budget amendment in the amount of $13,600 to appropriate controlled substance tax funds in the police department for the procurement of 2 canines which will replace existing canines was also presented.
Accounting details were included in the agenda packets which outlined the revenue and expenditure accounts involved.

Recommendation:  Approval of the budget amendments as outlined.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 341 TF 237.
CONDEMNATION – CRABTREE BASIN WASTEWATER SYSTEM – PHASE II – RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
During the March 4, 2104 Council work session, the Public Utilities Department presented an overview of the Crabtree Basin wastewater system improvements, a capital project of significant scope and impact to residents and businesses in the vicinity of and adjacent to the project corridor.  Improvements are necessary to address historic Sanitary Sewer Overflow instances and volume, as well as to increase wet weather capacity of the wastewater infrastructure.  The project involves installation of 21,000 linear feet of 54-inch gravity sewer at a depth of 20-30 feet in most locations, seven crossings of Crabtree Creek and eight crossings of road and railroad right-of-way, and periodic blasting due to the large volume of rock present along the project corridor.  At an estimated $30 million construction cost, the acquisition of easements from property owners in the project corridor have been ongoing; timely easement acquisition is a critical element to the project schedule.

At this time negotiations have been unsuccessful with the following property owners to acquire necessary easements for the project.  Resolutions of condemnation is recommended to allow the project to proceed as scheduled.
Project Name:
Crabtree Basin Wastewater System Conveyance Improvements, Phase II, Section Two
	Property Owner(s)
	  Property Address

	
	

	Mark and Carol Lynn Foster
	3332 Alleghany Drive

	Jewell P. Funkhouser
	3340 Alleghany Drive

	Paul L. and Sarah S. Cranfill
	3344 Alleghany Drive

	John W. and Cameron C. Lowe
	3352 Alleghany Drive

	Kimberly P. Ellis
	3328 Alleghany Drive

	Thomas R. and Rosemary Waring
	3356 Alleghany Drive


Recommendation:  Adopt resolutions of condemnation.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Resolutions 985, 986, 987, 988, 989 and 990.

TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED
The agenda presented changes in the traffic code relating to no parking zones on Hawkhurst Street, Cape Avenue and Monie Lane.  The agenda outlined the exact locations involved.  It was pointed out a petition representing at least 75% of the residents on Hawkhurst Street, a concern regarding the on-street parking on Cape Avenue which is adjacent to Chavis Park and a petition from the residents on Monie Lane are the reasons for the recommended traffic changes.
The agenda also presented a speed limit reduction on Amberfield Way and Lake Boone Trail pursuant to a request which meets the requirements of the neighborhood traffic management program.  

The agenda outlined the exact locations involved. 

Recommendation:  Approved as recommended and authorize the appropriate changes in the traffic code as included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Crowder/Baldwin – 8 ayes.  See Ordinance 342.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT – FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION GRANT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The City anticipates receiving a Federal Transit Administration (FTA) capital grant for annual funding of capital projects for Capital Area Transit.  The City has pre-award spending authority in accordance with the Federal Register Urbanized Area Apportionments.  Grant funded projects include preventive maintenance of the bus fleet, Accessible Raleigh Transportation Tier II contractual services, property maintenance for Moore Square transit station, and the replacement of approximately seven bio-diesel transit buses.

The total amount of the grant is $9,643,583, as follows:

	FTA Funding
	$7,714,866 

	Local Match, City of Raleigh (20%)
	1,603,717 

	Local Match, NCDOT (10% for buses)
	325,000


The required local match is appropriated in the capital budget.  The anticipated grant award was approved by the Grants Committee on September 4, 2014.
Recommendation:  Accept the anticipated grant award and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $9,643,583.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.

Mr. Weeks stated he had withdrawn this from the Consent Agenda questioning if it has to do with the Accessible Raleigh Transit Program.  Transit Administrator Eatman indicated they would take a small portion of the allocation some $500,000 which will help with the service within the City limits.  Mr. Weeks stated he had talked to Mr. Eastman about his concerns about the ART program.  He stated he is still getting complaints about some of the issues and while most have been addressed, he hopes that some of this money will go to help disabled people and keep them from having to wait 30 minutes to an hour between pickups, etc.  He stated Mr. Eatman had done a good job answering his questions but he still has concerns about some of the wait time.  
Mr. Eatman stated some of the money will go to the technology and contract improvements.  He stated the City is going live today with the dispatch program and, people will be able to go online, check existing trip schedules, work with their vendors, taxis, etc.  Mr. Odom questioned if this is included in the City’s budget or is above the budget with Mr. Eatman stated it is included.  Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 341 TF 237.

MOBILITY MANAGEMENT – RENOVATION CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR 1430 SOUTH BLOUNT STREET – BID WITH SCOTIA CONSTRUCTION, INCORPORATED – APPROVED; INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED
The Accessible Raleigh Transportation (ART) program has partnered with Wake County to develop a service model referred to nationally as Mobility Management.  City Council approved an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with Wake County at the August 5, 2014 meeting which outlines the elements of the shared transportation services.

The ILA sets out a joint utilization of the former Capital Area Transit bus facility located at 1430 South Blount Street.  Bids were received and opened on July 31, 2014 for construction renovation.  A portion of this facility, first opened in the late 1970s, is to be renovated to house the joint operations.  The age and condition of the facility requires replacement and upgrades of major building systems to achieve code compliance, operational suitability, and energy efficiency.
Scotia Construction, Inc. submitted the low-bid in the amount of $490,000, including alternates one thru four.  The project is partially funded through the Federal Transit Administration and includes Davis Bacon compliance, Buy America requirements, and an eight percent DBE goal.  Scotia Construction is proposing to utilize one percent DBE participation.
Recommendation:  Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute the contract with the low bidder, Scotia Construction, Inc., in the amount of $490,000, including alternates.  
Mr. Weeks stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda and pointed out he is glad to see this moving forward but expressed concern about the recommended bid which has an MWBE of 1% or less.  He stated that is way below the City’s goal and he feels it is embarrassing to the City for that participation to be this low.  Transit Administrator David Eatman and Construction Manager Gil Johnson talked about the DBE goal, difficulties for vendors meeting the requirements for the DBE, the fact that the City had just awarded 12 shelter contracts in which we had 100%f DBE.  Mr. Johnson pointed out they have been doing quite a lot of work with the low bidder as it relates to the electrical contract.  They are HUB certified but not DBE.  They have made application and hopefully that will be approved.  Mr. Odom questioned if the other bidders had a higher percentage with it being pointed out they were not looked at that closely.  
Mr. Odom asked to be provided information on the criteria for HUB, DBE, etc. with staff indicating that could be provided.  Mr. Weeks stated he just wanted everyone to know that he will always question the contract proposals that have low DBEs, etc.  Mr. Weeks moved approval with the understanding administration would provide information on the criteria for DBE, HUB, etc.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-10-14 – FOX ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR OCTOBER 7, 2014

This request is to rezone property from R-1 and SC CUD to CX-5-PL-CU.
CR-11589 from the Planning Commission finds that this case is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and should be approved in accordance with the zoning conditions submitted September 10, 2014.  The Commission recommends that a public hearing be authorized for October 7, 2014.  Mr. Odom moved approval as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll all vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REZONING Z-14-14 – FORESTVILLE ROAD – 60-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

This is a request for a 60-day time extension.  The Planning Commission deadline for recommendation is September 21, 2014.
CR-11590 from the Planning Commission recommends a 60-day time extension.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REZONING Z-16-14 – SOUTHWEST RALEIGH – REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING – REFERRED TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

This request is to rezone property from SC CUD w/SRPOD to RX-5-UL-CU w/SRPOD.
CR-11591 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of this rezoning proposal finding the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and requests that the City Council authorize a public hearing to be held on October 7, 2014.
Mr. Maiorano stated he needs to be excused from participation in this matter due to the relationship of his firm and the property.  Ms. Baldwin moved that Mr. Maiorano be excused from participation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and Mr. Maiorano left the table.
Mr. Crowder stated he would like to have this referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee for one turn to get some clarifications.  Without objection the item was referred to Comprehensive Planning Committee.

SPECIAL ITEMS
COUNCIL DISTRICT D REPRESENTATIVE – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, Council Member Crowder entered remarks into the record regarding the status of his health, indicating it is possible he would not be able to serve out the current term of office.  He stated that should he become unable to continue serving he would like Council to consider appointing his wife Kay to serve out the remainder of the term.  Council directed that the item be placed on this agenda for further consideration.

Mayor McFarlane presented a resolution which if adopted would express intent to would grant Mr. Crowder’s request.  Mr. Crowder stated he would like to be excused from participation in this item pointing out he knows he does not have to be but would like to be.  Ms. Baldwin moved Mr. Crowder be excused from participation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adoption on an 8-0 vote.

Mayor McFarlane read the proposed resolution in full.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the resolution as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who was excused from participation in the item.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 991.

CAMERON VILLAGE PLAN – LORD AECK SARGENT – AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED
The following item appeared on the September 2, 2014 agenda:
At the June 9, 2014 budget work session, City Council authorized negotiations with a consultant team led by Lord Aeck Sargent for professional services to expand the Cameron Village Vicinity Plan scope of work to incorporate Hillsborough Street.  The additional work effort includes planning and analysis related to land use, parking, and market economics.  The consultant proposes to complete the additional scope of services for a lump sum fee in the amount of $110,000, including expenses.

Name of Project:



Cameron Village Vicinity Plan

Managing Division:
Planning and Development – Long Range Planning
Request Reason:
Contract Amendment Approval (Contract Amendment >$150,000)

Cause of Contract Amendment:
Scope change – Expand project area to include Hillsborough Street

Original CIP Project Budget:


$200,000

Design Estimate:



N/A

Vendor:




Lord Aeck Sargent

Prior Contract Activity:
$200,000 (Council approval) – original contract (4/1/2014)

Budget Transfer:



N/A

New Project Budget:



$310,000

Currently Encumbered (% of estimate):

$200,000 (64% of budget estimate)

Amount of this Contract Amendment:

$110,000

Encumbered with this Approval:

$110,000 (36% of revised project budget)

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.
This item was withdrawn from the consent agenda by Councilors Crowder and Stephenson, who had questions related to extending the study to Hillsborough Street.  Information from Bob Mosher was presented to staff and it was directed that the information be circulated to all Council Members and to place the item on this agenda and receive comments and additional recommendations from staff.

It would be appropriate to receive the information and take action on the amendment as presented or amended.
City Manager Hall explained Council Members received a backup memo and the comments that were received are incorporated into the amendment.  Mr. Crowder had questions which were responded to by Bynum Walter of the Planning Department.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ROAD RACE POLICY – GUIDELINES AND ORDINANCE ADOPTED
During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, the Law and Public Safety Committee presented the following recommendation:

The Committee recommends adopting an ordinance to amend the City’s special events road race regulations to reflect changes in application and permit fees.  The Committee recommends adopting the guidelines outlined in the City of Raleigh Special Events Policy dated September 2, 2014.  Copies of the proposed policy and ordinance were included in the agenda packet.
The item was held and administration was asked to provide information on the number of events scheduled in the various high-impact areas.
It would be appropriate to receive the new information and to further consider the recommendation of the Law and Public Safety Committee.

Mr. Maiorano moved approval of the Law and Public Safety Committee’s recommendation as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-2 vote.  See Ordinance 343.

HILLSBOROUGH STREET MUNICIPAL SERVICE DISTRICT – REQUEST TO REMOVE 111 BROOKS AVENUE – RECEIVED

During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, Timothy J. Colgan requested that 111 Brooks Avenue be removed from the Hillsborough Street Municipal Service District.  Following presentation of his request, Council asked that the item be placed on this agenda and to receive a report and recommendation from the Hillsborough Street Community Service Corporation.

Jeff Murison, Hillsborough Street Community Corporation, apologized for missing the last meeting explaining he was out of the country.  He stated Ralph Recchie, Board Treasurer and a member of the Steering Committee that helped create the Hillsborough Street Municipal Service District was present to answer questions.  He stated the Board President Dan Howe had a conflict and was unable to attend.  
Mr. Murison indicated he and Mr. Howe met with Mr. Colgan last week to share with him what the Corporation does, how property and business benefit as well as answer any questions he may have had.  He stated it was a constructive conversation pointing out he explained to Mr. Colgan that the Corporation is committed to answering his questions, building a partnership and responding to his needs and concerns.  He stated however he feels they agreed to disagree about the value the BID provides his business.
Mr. Murison pointed out it is a 3 mile long territory and they are constantly working to connect with each and every property owner and merchant.  It is an ongoing task and it is his responsibility to accomplish that task.  He stated he had apologized to Mr. Colgan that they had not connected until now but promised to keep him informed as best they could using the tools they have to communicate with all the stakeholders.  He explained that process is underway.  Mr. Murison and property owners email list and his business is listed on the website.  Mr. Murison pointed out they recently purchased software and hired a temporary employee to canvas the entire territory to build a data base of all property owners and merchants which they will use to support an enewsletter to help communicate with the stakeholders.  He stated he hopes to have that completed by the end of the year.

Mr. Murison stated as far as Mr. Colgan’s request to withdraw 111 Brooks Avenue from the Municipal Service District, he understands that during the creation of the BID, the decision by the Steering Committee was to include all commercially zoned properties along Hillsborough Street Corridor and 111 Brooks Avenue is commercially zoned and used as a law office.  Mr. Murison stated the full range of services and programs they provide creates value for all of the property owners and merchants.  Some times that is a direct and immediate value and at other times it is indirect and is created over time.  He stated all the properties within the area benefit from a more attractive, clean, better maintained and more desirable locations as a result of services and programs they provide.  The area includes a wide range of properties used in many ways and merchants representing many kinds of businesses including restaurants, bars, retail shops, hotels, office, financial institutions, gas stations, convenience stores, a storage unit a utility power distribution center, wide range of professional services including design firms, technology offices, law firms, real estate businesses, health and wellness, etc., and he feels all benefit.  He stated it is their belief that the owners, employees and clients benefit by doing business in a more attractive community, one not littered with trash, graffiti, broken fixtures, etc.  Their property values grow over time as Hillsborough Street becomes a more popular designation where properties are improved and redeveloped with increased foot traffic and higher sales.  They are confident that over time this will support and increase property values throughout the territory.  
Mr. Murchinson pointed out they believe that since the Law and Public Safety Committee is already planning to evaluate city policy on which property should be included or excluded Mr. Colgan’s request can be included in that discussion and they are committed to being a part of that process.
In response to questioning from Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Murison pointed out he believes Mr. Colgan’s question is how he benefits from being a part of the territory.  Mr. Crowder stated he understood the Hillsborough Street CDC was planning to expand their services with Mr. Murison indicating that is correct.

Mr. Colgan talked about the clean and safe and lack of security.  He stated he does not feel they are providing the services or have provided the service since the Hillsborough Street CDC was created.  They did not do anything the first couple of years and expressed concern that he feels Mr. Murison made a lot of vague unsubstantiated statements.  He stated his property has never received any benefit direct nor indirect.  He receives nothing and has been paying the extra tax for six years.  He stated he thought the City made a mistake including his property in the district pointing out the property across the street is not a part of the district.  He talked about Councilor Stephenson’s property which is zoned the same as his but is not a part of the district and stated he would like to be treated the same as Mr. Stephenson has been treated.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the use of the property and pointed out he understands Mr. Colgan’s property is the last office use before residential begins.  Mr. Stephenson stated his over all concern is to have a clear written policy as to how to draw boundaries so it will be clear for everyone.  Mr. Colegan again stated he had been ignored over the past years and haven’t seen anything HSCDC has done.  He has received no benefit, no service except a bill for taxes.  He talked about the statements of property tax value going up and pointed out that works both ways.  Mr. Crowder suggested that we work with the DRA and others as we need to make sure it is consistent.  
Ms. Baldwin asked about legal authority.  City Attorney McCormick indicated in order to remove a property from the Municipal Service District, the Council must have a public hearing and removal could not take place until the end of the fiscal year.  He stated we do have time to consider this question in Law and Public Safety Committee.  If the Council acted today, to call for a public hearing to consider removal no action would not be effective until the end of the fiscal year.  It was agreed to receive the comments.  It was pointed out the item is in Law and Public Safety Committee and while this particular request would not be referred the comments could be considered when discussing the overall policy.  
REZONING Z-6-14 – RALEIGH BEACH ROAD – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR OCTOBER 7, 2014

During the September 2, 2104 Council meeting, the Planning Commission made the following report:

This request is a rezone property from R-4 and I-1 to RX-3-CU.
CR-11586 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of this rezoning proposal finding to be reasonable and in the public interest and recommends that the City Council authorize a public hearing to be held on October 7, 2014.
It was reported that the applicant had additional conditions, and it was directed that the item be placed on this agenda.  The additional conditions have been received.  It would be appropriate for the Council to authorize a public hearing for October 7, 2014.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REZONING Z-8-14 – CENTURY DRIVE – TO BE PLACED ON OCTOBER 7 AGENDA

During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, there was a continuation of the hearing to consider a request from Crabtree Office, LLC to rezone approximately 2.69 acres from Office and Institution and Neighborhood Business to Commercial Mixed-Use – Five Stories – Conditional-Use (CX-5-CU).  The property is located on the north and south sides of Century Drive and the intersection of Lead Mine Road.

It was reported that additional conditions are to be presented.  The hearing was closed and the item be placed on this agenda to receive the new conditions.  The conditions that have been discussed with the applicant are included with the agenda packet; however final presentation of the conditions had not been received at the time of agenda publication.
Planner Bynum Walter indicated we do not have signed conditions to act on.  She pointed out the property changed hands just yesterday.

Attorney Mack Paul pointed out the property did change hands yesterday.  He stated he knew the Council wanted the condition relative to tree save and pointed out the property owner has to sign those conditions.  He stated he would like time to sit down and explain it to the new owners pointing out they have to get the new conditions signed by September 30; therefore he would suggest that the Council hold the item and place it on the October 7 agenda for further consideration.  Planner Walter pointed out the date the final conditions could be submitted.  It was agreed to place the item on the October 7 agenda.
SU-1-14 – PERSON STREET BAR CONDITIONAL USE – APPROVED

During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, the Council held a meeting to consider a request from Justin Pasfield for a Special Use permit for outdoor amplification between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 2:00 a.m., Monday thru Sunday, and live performances in front of the establishment, as part of special event four times per year with the understanding that the special events would end by 9:00 p.m.
The Council approved a provisional special use permit allowing the request for a six-month period with the understanding that if at the end of the six-month period, the applicant wishes to file a new request, there would not be a fee involved.  It would be appropriate for the Council to consider approval of the findings of fact and conclusions of law as included in the agenda packet.
City Attorney McCormick indicated this is the first of a six month condition use, provisional special use permit.  He stated at the end of the six months the Council could review it at that time and determine whether to extend or not extend the special use permit.  The findings and conclusions were as follows:

NORTH CAROLINA






BEFORE THE RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL

WAKE COUNTY




SU-1-14

IN RE:
Person Street Bar    


PROVISIONAL SUP


On September 2, 2014, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence from Justin Pasfield on behalf of Catkin, LLC, d/b/a Person Street Bar, to allow outdoor amplified entertainment at the Person Street Bar located at 805 North Person Street. This request is to allow outdoor amplification to occur between the hours of 4:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. Monday through Sunday, and the ability to have a live performance in front of the establishment as part of a special event up to four times per year, all four special events finishing prior to 9:00 p.m.  The applicant requested a 15 year duration for the permit. As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT


1.
All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.


2.
Raleigh City Code §12-2120 requires the following conditions be satisfied before an amplified entertainment permit may be issued.

a. The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

Person street bar is located in Person Street Plaza, which is also home to Yellow Dog Bread Company, Wine Authorities, as well as the future home to Llumina Clothing and Standard Foods. Our immediate neighbor adjacent to the south is Yellow Dog Bread Company. Our immediate neighbor adjacent to the north is Balentrae Hume, located at 807 Mordecai Drive. Our neighbor across the street is Retro Fitness, located at 800 N. Person Street. The closest residential complex is Governor’s square, which lies to the south of Person Street Bar on the opposite side of Person Street (caddy-cornered to Person Street Plaza). Several houses lie along Mordecai Drive and Delway Street to the north of Person Street Plaza, and along Franklin Street to the south of Person Street Plaza.

There are no schools in the immediate vicinity. The closest public school is Hope Elementary, which is 0.5 miles away from Person Street Bar. William Peace University is roughly 0.25 miles to the west.

The closest churches are Holy Trinity Church and Trinity United Methodist Church, which are both roughly 0.25 miles from Person Street Bar in opposite directions.

There are no health care facilities in the immediate vicinity. Wake Med is roughly 3.7 miles from Person Street Bar.

b. The establishment’s history of compliance with noise and nuisance law.

Person Street Bar has fully complied with noise and nuisance laws, and has not received a violation of any kind.

c. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow, emergency service.

The patio will have ADA compliant access from Person Street Bar, and from the Person Street Plaza parking lot. If necessary, a vehicle could access the back patio area.

d. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions of operation, and number of participants.

Person street Bar’s main space is approximately 2,300 square feet, and the patio is approximately 625 square feet. The hours of operation are generally 4 p.m. to 2 a.m., but we often open up early for a special event. Due to the location of the patio, intensity will be a minimum. The layout of the courtyard will keep most sound behind the building. We feel that, if anything, customer’s use of the back patio will reduce noise levels in the front of Person Street Bar, and that more noise will be trapped in the courtyard.

e. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features, or harmonizing the request with affected properties.

An existing fence and foliage exist that separates Person Street Plaza from neighbors to the north. The building borders and acts as a sound barrier to all other sides of the courtyard. All natural features will be preserved. The patio is not visible from the other side of the fence. We will insert additional foliage a part of patio construction.

f. Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration, and lighting.

Due to the location of the patio, all noise, dust, vibration, and lighting will be confined to a fully surrounded courtyard.

g. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

Due to the location of the patio, the use of exterior speakers on the patio will not adversely impact adjacent properties. Fence and trees currently serve as a sound buffer o the rear of the building, and the building itself will shield noise from traveling in front of the building. However, the evidence presented at the hearing left open the possibility that the neighborhood might suffer some deleterious effects if the request is granted. With this in mind the city council has decided to issue a provisional permit for a period of six months to make sure the business can operate in a manner not detrimental to the neighborhood.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


1.
The requirements of the Raleigh City Code 12-2120 appear to have been met and 
the applicant Person Street Bar is entitled to a provisional amplified entertainment permit for six months.


2.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes, the City Council is empowered to place conditions upon an amplified entertainment permit.
3. The request made in SU-1-14 as set out and modified in this order is hereby approved.

4. This matter will be placed on the city council agenda for the next meeting after the expiration of the provisional permit. At that time the council may renew the SUP for a one year period at no cost to the applicant so long as the operation of the business has not been shown to be detrimental to the neighborhood.

Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

SU-2-14 – THE MERRIMON-WYNNE HOUSE – PROVISIONS PERMIT GRANTED
During the September 2, 2014 Council meeting, the council held a meeting to consider an application from Jodi Heyens, The Merrimon-Wynne House, LLC, for outdoor amplified entertainment at the Merrimon-Wynne House, 500 North Blount Street between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and 1:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m., Friday through Sunday.  Following the hearing, the Council approved a provisional six-month permit with the understanding that the applicant would work with the neighborhood to try to resolve any outstanding issues.  It would be appropriate for the Council to take action on the proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law as included in the agenda packet.

City Attorney McCormick indicated this is a provisional special use permit for six months and at the end of the six months the City could review it and either extend or not extend the permit.  The findings and conclusions were as follows:
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SU-2-14

IN RE:
The Merrimon-Wynne House


On September 2, 2014, the Raleigh City Council held a hearing to receive evidence in the matter of the Merrimon-Wynne House (owned by Heyens Holding NC, LLC), a request to be issued a special use permit for outdoor amplified entertainment.  The request is to allow outdoor amplified musical performances to occur during the hours of 4 pm – 11 pm Monday through Friday and from 1 pm – 11 pm Friday and Sunday and to be valid for a period of 24 months at the Merrimon-Wynne House located at 500 North Blount Street.  All outdoor amplification is proposed to be located entirely on the business premises within the establishment’s lots.  As a result of that hearing and the testimony and other evidence received there the City Council makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT


1.
All parties necessary to the determination of this request were properly notified and were or had the opportunity to be represented at the hearing.


2.
Raleigh City Code §12-2120 requires the following conditions be satisfied before an amplified entertainment permit may be issued.

a. The establishment’s proximity to residential areas, schools, churches, and health care facilities.

The business is located at 500 North Blount Street. It is located in an O&I-2 zoning district and is also within two overlay districts, a General Historic Overlay District and a Planned Development Overlay District.  The Merrimon-Wynne House has been designated as an assembly occupancy building by the City of Raleigh. The proposed location for the outdoor amplified music is either adjacent to the Merrimon-Wynne House or on the adjacent lot purchased by the owners.  The closest school (William Peace University) is located 600 feet away from the Merrimon-Wynne House.  The closest church (Holy Trinity Church) is located 500 feet from the Merrimon-Wynne House.  WakeMed Raleigh is located 3.1 miles from the Merrimon-Wynne House.

b. The establishment’s history of compliance with noise and nuisance law.
The Raleigh Police Department and the Inspections Department have no reported citations or observations of noise or nuisance law violations.

c. Access with respect to pedestrian and automotive safety, traffic flow, emergency service.
The property was designed so that it does not hinder pedestrian or automotive safety, traffic flow, or emergency service.  The Merrimon-Wynne House is located on the corner of Blount Street and Polk Street, and the driveway that was built on the Polk Street side of the property has a fire lane, handicapped parking, and service parking.  In case of emergencies, there is unrestricted access to the building by way of the Polk Street driveway.  
The vast majority of Merrimon-Wynne events take place after 5:00 pm and/or during the weekend.  As such, there is always plenty of available public parking along Blount Street, Polk Street, and Person Street at those times.  In addition to the street parking, we have an agreement with Burning Coal Theater to share the parking lot that they use on the weekends and after 5:00 pm on weeknights.  That lot is located at the other corner of Blount Street and Polk Street - directly beside Burning Coal Theater.  

The proposed outdoor amplification will not be located within the public right-of-way; it will be on private property.

d. Intensity including such considerations as size, location, hours and/or conditions of operation, and number of participants.
The primary use of The Merrimon-Wynne House is wedding ceremonies and wedding receptions.  Most of these weddings start with a ceremony at 5:30 pm, and are followed by a cocktail reception inside the house and a tented dinner reception outside the house under a tent.  The vast majority of outdoor events at The Merrimon-Wynne House take place on Friday or Saturday evenings with moderate and tasteful music operating primarily between 8:00 pm and 11:00 pm.  The outdoor entertainment is set up in the rear area of the property on a 40’ x 80’ patio that is typically covered by a tent. The events at The Merrimon-Wynne House average 150 participants.  The Merrimon-Wynne House is requesting the amplified entertainment permit to cover 4:00 pm – 11:00 pm Monday through Friday and 1:00 pm – 11:00 pm Friday – Sunday and to be valid for a period of 24 months.
e. Landscaping, screening, fencing with respect to protecting affected properties from anticipated noise, loss of privacy, and glare; preserving of important natural features, or harmonizing the request with affected properties.
Current landscaping includes two rows of 8-foot Magnolia trees that were planted in the front of the property, and a row of 8-foot Nellie Stevens Holly trees that were planted in the back of the property directly behind the patio in an effort to create screening and reduce noise.
In addition, when a tent is erected, a rear side wall of the tent is lowered to help with noise control.  Per professional advice by sound engineer hired by the Merrimon-Wynne House, the amplified entertainment faces Blount Street in order to project all sound toward the main road and reduce noise. Moreover, per the sound engineer, a pipe and drape backdrop behind the entertainment in order to minimize the noise.

Applicant will continue to work with its sound engineer, the neighbors and patrons to minimize the noise.

f. Control or elimination of noise, dust, vibration, and lighting.
The landscaping, tent, and protocols control any noise, vibration, and lighting.  The Merrimon-Wynne House events do not create dust or dirt.  The facility is constantly maintained, and it is thoroughly cleaned before and after every event.

g. The proposed use will not adversely impact public services and facilities such as parking, traffic, police, etc., and that the secondary effects of such uses will not adversely impact on adjacent properties.  The secondary effects would include but not be limited to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation and safety.

The proposed use will not adversely impact public services, facilities such as parking, traffic, or police, and the secondary uses will not adversely impact adjacent properties related to noise, light, stormwater runoff, parking, pedestrian circulation, and safety.  Events will primarily take place on weekend evenings that end prior to 11:00 pm.  All sound will be maintained within the allowable limits.  
The City Council may consider additional evidence to determine conformance with this or other findings.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


1.
The requirements of the Raleigh City Code 12-2120 have been met and the applicant The Merrimon-Wynne House is entitled to an outdoor amplified entertainment permit for six (6) months.


2.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes, the City Council is empowered to place conditions upon an amplified entertainment permit.


3.
The request made in SU-2-14 as set out and modified in this Order is hereby approved.

Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 8-0 vote.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ELEMENTS OF THE CITY CODE – PROPOSAL TO AMEND – REFERRED TO THE CITY ATTORNEY

Portions of the City Code regulate motor vehicles, traffic, bicycles, pedestrians, public transportation, private bus service, and street maintenance.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) has completed a comprehensive review of the pedestrian elements of the City Code.  Based on this review, the Commission is recommending to update the City Code to help meet the City’s walkability goals and to reflect current best practices.
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Attorney’s office to draft an ordinance incorporating these recommended changes to the City Code.
Aaron Peeler, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, pointed out Council members received in their agenda packet the proposed updates.  He stated they have been working with the City Attorney’s office and briefly explained the proposal pointing out he would be glad to answer questions.  In response to questioning, City Attorney McCormick indicated the appropriate action would be referral it to his office to draft the appropriate ordinance for submission back to City Council.  Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF RALEIGH HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

HISTORIC LANDMARK APPLICATIONS – 418 NORTH PERSON AND 606 TRANSYLVANIA AVENUE – REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES, OFFICES OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY – PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 5, 2014

The following applications for Historic Landmark designation and de-designation have been received by the Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC):
Owner-initiated and RHDC-sponsored Garland Scott and Toler Moore Tucker House, 418 North Person Street

The RHDC has reviewed the application and found on August 19, 2014 the application meets the criteria for designation contained in State statutes and the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO).  The UDO sets out certain actions for the City Council to take in regard to the application for historic designation.

Owner-initiated Bill and Betty Weber House, 606 Transylvania Avenue, Application for De-designation
The RHDC reviewed the application on August 19, 2014.  A determination regarding the criteria for de-designation contained in State statutes and the UDO is under consideration by RHDC.  The UDO sets out certain actions for the City Council to take in regard to the application for historic de-designation.
Recommendation:  Refer the applications to the Department of Cultural Resources, Office of Archives and History, for analysis and recommendation concerning the reports.  Authorize a joint public hearing before the City Council and the Raleigh Historic Development Commission on the evening of November 4, 2014 to receive public comment on the historic landmark reports, the proposed landmark designation, and the application for de-designation as a Historic Landmark.
Tania Tully, Planning Department, stated Council members have the requests before them and she would be glad to answer questions.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the report as outlined be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE SIGNED TASK FORCE

SIGN ORDINANCE – REGULATIONS – REFERRED TO PLANNING COMMISSION TO DEVELOP A SUBCOMMITTEE OF PLANNING COMMISSION, APPEARANCE COMMISSION AND REPRESENTATIVE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
City Council appointed a Sign Task Force on June 3, 2014 to review regulations related to window and vehicle signs.  The task force has met weekly for three months with staff from the Planning and Development Department and the City Attorney’s office to develop recommended changes to the Sign Ordinance.

Recommendation:  Receive as information and refer text changes to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation.

Jennifer Martin and Neil Riemann members of the Sign Task Force were at the meeting to provide a report.  Ms. Martin presented a slide showing membership of the Task Force and asked those present to stand.  
Ms. Martin pointed out the Sign Task Force has proposed the following changes to both the UDO and Part 10 of the zoning code.  The first issue of discussion was window signage.  The Task Force is recommending allowing up to 50% of the windows per floor per building fascade to be used for signage.  This is an increase from 30% maximum currently contained in the UDO.  They are suggesting removing the requirement to maintain a “free and clear” area on a window between 4 and 7 feet.  She explained a window sign is an on premise sign attached flat but parallel to a window or is within 12 inches of the window.  Displays of merchandise are not window signs.  A sign permit is not required and window signage is exempt from consideration as signage when calculating the maximum signage allowed. Window signage is not regulated in Part 10 zoning code as a result of the previous code interpretation that signage only occurs on the outside of the building.  The UDO does include regulation for window signage.  She stated the Sign Task Force recommends increasing the amount of window signage from the 30% limitation currently found in the UDO to 50% (maximum combination of all windows covered by window signs) per façade per floor and not less than 32 square feet per façade per floor.  The Task Force also recommends the deletion of the following limitation on window signage currently found within the UDO:  “Window signs may only cover 5% of window area between four and seven feet above the adjacent sidewalk.”  
Ms. Martin stated the next recommendation relates to vehicle signs and the Task Force suggest creating a definition for vehicular signage.  Vehicle signs may not be located within 40 feet of the right-of-way unless screened.  Box trucks or tractor trailers with vehicular signs must be located at least 100 feet from the right-of-way.  Vehicles used solely as signage are prohibited.  She explained vehicle signage is not currently regulated in either Part 10 code or the UDO.  The Task Force recommends the inclusion of vehicle sign regulations in each code.  A definition for vehicle signage would be added to each code as would standards for vehicle signs.  The definition of vehicle sign would be “any sign attached to or painted on, or otherwise positioned (whether exterior or interior), in or on, located upon a vehicle, tailor or tractor-trailer.
Vehicle signs would comply with all of the following standards:  Vehicle signs shall not be located within 40 feet (100 feet for a trailer or box truck) of the right-of-way of any street unless parking concealed from the right-of-way or further from the right-of-way does not exist.  Vehicle signs permitted as a part of an approved temporary event or vehicles used in direct connection with the business, other than as signage, are not subject to these provisions during the course of their normal business usage.  Prohibited signs would include signs attached to, painted on or otherwise positioned (whether exterior or interior), in or on an inoperable or unlicensed vehicle, (motorized or non-motorized), located in view of the right-of-way.  Signs attached to, painted on or otherwise positioned in or on a licensed vehicle that is located in view of the right-of-way when in a location for a period of time that indicates that the use of the vehicle is for displaying the sign to passing motorists or pedestrians, except that such signs are allowed on a temporary basis in association with a temporary event permit would be prohibited.  
Ms. Martin stated the third issue related to string lighting and the Task Force recommends prohibiting string lighting within 100 feet of a residential district.  This prohibition would not apply to seasonal ornamental lights between November and January.  She explained string lighting is not currently regulated in either Part 10 zoning code or the UDO.  The Task Force recommends the inclusion of string light regulations as follows:

Strings or strands of single-point lights, as well as luminous tube lighting, are prohibited within 100 feet of a residential district or areas within a Planned Development District designated solely for residential uses, unless they are a part of a nonconforming sign and comply with the regulations governing illumination of signs.  This prohibition shall not apply to any ornamental display from November 15 thru January 15 or as a part of an allowed temporary event.  

Ms. Martin indicated they were a couple of other issues with the current sign ordinance.  One relates to sign colors.  The Task Force reviewed the current color restrictions and would propose that the Council consider allowing seven colors plus black and white.  LED signs should be covered under “changeable copy signs” portion of Regulations (limited to 4 changes in a 24-hour period whether manually or automatic).  
Ms. Martin pointed out there were other issues identified with the current sign ordinance such as home based businesses.  She explained currently home based businesses are not permitted to have a vehicle with signage.  The Task Force requests that this be reviewed and given consideration.  The other issue is there is only one staff person to approve all signage permits.  She stated with all of the changes, etc., they would request review of staffing needs by Council and/or the City Manager to see if others can be trained to fill in for this position as at times the point person is away for various reasons.  The Task Force suggests looking at the possibility of adding additional staff resources to handle the demand for all of the permits. 

Ms. Martin indicated there are other issues to be discussed and the Task Force would like to have some clarifications and those items include profile signs, sign creativity, size of signs and limits on buildings, signage for emergency rooms/medical procedures, wall art murals and changeable copy.  She stated they touched on these but did not get into a lot of details.  She stated the Task Force needs to know if this is something that the Council wants them to discuss or exactly where the Council would like to see the Task Force go from this point.  

Neil Riemann, member of the Task Force, expressed appreciation to Ms. Martin for all of the hard work as well as staff, etc.  He stated during the course of the Task Force meetings, they heard every bit of comment any one wanted to make.  They relied a lot on staff research.  There were a lot of recommendations that enjoyed a high degree of unanimity.  He stated however the percentage of signs that should be tolerated and changing message signs had a lot of sharp division of support/non support and in those two only one vote decided the recommendation.  

Mr. Riemann talked about the continued work and direction of the Task Force pointing out he feels most of the members are willing to continue and do as directed by Council.  He talked about the level of commitment on the part of staff, council, etc., and pointed out if the Council does wish for them to continue that they need to make sure they have the staff time and effort allocated.  He stated most of the Task Force members need to understand what the Council wants as far as moving forward.  

Mr. Crowder asked about the research and questioned where the City of Raleigh falls as it relates to regulations of signs.  Ms. Martin pointed out a lot of the information came from cities that were not similar in size to Raleigh.  

Mayor McFarlane pointed out Richard Gardner had signed up to speak on this issue under request and petitions of citizens.  She asked that he be allowed to speak at this point with the Council agreeing.

Richard Gardner, Comedy Worx, pointed out that company is in its 25th year of business.  He presented the following remarks.

Please, don’t assume because I own a business and I have a pony tail I’m opposed to all regulations.  I spent 30 years helping the Feds and states write regulations.  I am only opposed to regulations that provide no public benefit.  So I am asking that no restrictions be placed on window signs inside the glass.

I have a petition signed by over 300 residents asking that window signs not be regulated and that the related sections of the UDO be revoked.

Yes, many other cities have regulated window signs but they were not ranked by Forbes as number one place for small business.  One reason for that ranking was “low regulatory hurdles.”  Let’s not add a hurdle that offers no public benefit.

Besides Mr. Odom, do any of you have any idea how challenging it is to attract retail customers?  To quote the SBA “Signs are the most effective, yet least expensive, form of advertising for the small business.”

A window sign limit targets small, independent, local businesses:  A sector that struggles with cash flow and has limited advertising alternatives.  It’s going to have 3 to 4 times the impact on New Bern Avenue than it does on Falls of Neuse.  It’s not going to affect Wal-Mart or other big boxes.  Why would you make it more difficult for these sectors without a compelling reason?

Here are the reasons you hear, ranging from the ridiculous.

Like we don’t want Raleigh looking like Hong Kong, or as a Sign Task Force member stated “signs in mattress store windows cost Raleigh jobs.”  Really, does anyone think Citrix or Red Hat actually used that as sitting criteria?
I’ve only lived here 32 years.  A longer-term resident explained that window sign regulation is needed to avoid a race like we had on Capital Boulevard years ago, to have taller and bigger signs.  Well that is not comparable:

You can not put your window in front of someone else’s window and you can’t make your window sign bigger than your window ITS SELF LIMITING.

Then there are the attempts to be qualitative without any supporting facts.  Like on-site signs distract drivers.  A 2013 study by Texas A & M University conducted in four states including North Carolina found no significant decrease in safety as a result of on premise signs, and that’s a fact.
And hindering public safety

Apparently window shades, tinted windows, signs in windows not facing the street don’t hinder public safety but signs in windows facing the street do.  The National Transportation Safety Administration says bigger signs are safer signs.  So a rule that limits the size of signs hinders public safety, that’s a fact.

There are no, zero benefits and there are costs

If Comedy Worx loses one sale per show that’s an $8,000 loss annually.  It will be a hidden tax that I can’t deduct as an expense.  It’s greater than my property tax, county food tax, privilege licenses.

You should consider a cost benefit analysis but it’s hard to do when you have a cost and no benefits.

Finally, let me say that this may be constitutional but it violates the spirit of the bill of rights.  I can assure you that if you told Benjamin Franklin that the declaration he was hanging in his window was too big you would get more than a penny for his thoughts.

Mayor McFarlane suggested the item be referred to the Planning Commission and ask them to form a subcommittee of Planning Commission members and Appearance Commission members to look at this and bring recommendations back.  Mr. Odom stated he had no problem with that but suggested holding the additional items in abeyance until the Planning Commission comes back with a recommendation and then the Council could make a decision on how to move forward, determine who would like to continue to serve, etc.  Ms. Baldwin stated the suggestion was to refer all of the items to the Planning Commission with the Mayor indicating that is correct.

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the LED signs is what prompted the formation of this task force and pointed out she was not sure of the Task Force’s recommendation.  It did not seem that the issues were addressed.  Mr. Riemann pointed out they did have discussions about the LED signs and it came mainly as a part of the changeable sign discussion.  He pointed out the UDO talks about manual changeable signs and the Task Force is recommending striking from the UDO “manual” and then you would have the affect of saying you can have LED lights but they can only be changed four times a day.  He stated they also learned there were other regulations about lights, such as brightness, location, etc. already in place.  He stated there were efforts by some on the task force members including him that encouraged more targeted regulations for the LED signs but there was not a majority of support for any new ordinances as it was felt by most that the regulations already exist.  Ms. Martin pointed out there things such as the brightness of the lights, how that is measured, etc.  She stated they did not have any examples to let them understand and if the Council decides to move forward with further study on that, she would ask that they be given examples by which to measure.  Mr. Riemann pointed out there was a deregulation of a large percentage of the LED and talked about classifying them a window signs which does have an effect of regulation.  It was pointed out by Ms. Martin that as they went through their discussion one issue brought on another and it was determined that some issues are regulated by other sections of the code.  She pointed out there is no permit required for window signage, talked about the need to have further discussion on things such as wall art murals, ER, medical and other issues.  It was felt by some that there was no need for additional regulations.  

Mr. Crowder pointed out Bill Mullins, a member of the Task Force is in the audience and he was probably on board when the City adopted the existing sign ordinance and asked him to comment on the recommendations.  

Bill Mullins pointed out he has been involved with this issue since the late 70’s.  He indicated when this sign ordinance first came about there was concern about over regulation, managing people’s businesses, etc.  Many felt that way, including him, then he realized that everyone had to abide by the same regulations and talked about his feeling that the sign ordinance has been a good thing in the past and he feels what is being presented is probably a good compromise.  
Mr. Odom talked about regulating signs inside of a business pointing out it is similar to going inside one’s house.  He pointed out most businesses want their facilities to look good, etc. that is one of the things that keeps them in business.  Mr. Odom suggested that the subcommittee of the Planning Commission and Appearance Commission that the Mayor is suggesting also have a representative from the Economic Development Division of the city as the signage question does have an economic development aspect.  Without objection, it was agreed that the Mayor’s suggestion of referring the issues to the Planning Commission with the understanding they would create a subcommittee made up of Planning Commission members, Appearance Commission members and a representative of the City’s Economic Development decision be upheld.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE WATERSHED PROTECTION TASK FORCE

WATERSHED PROTECTION – VARIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR OCTOBER 7, 2014

City Council appointed a Watershed Protection Task Force on March 27, 2014 to review the current watershed protection program and to provide guidance on future project funding criteria, potential funding partners, and contractual arrangements with local land trust partners.
The task force met five times and has produced a report for consideration by Council, a copy of which is included with the agenda packet.  The report includes a suggested 50 percent increase to the watershed protection fee, from the current rate of $0.10 per 1,000 gallons of water consumption to $0.15 per 1,000 gallons.  The scheduling of a public hearing on October 7, 2014 to receive public input on the proposed rate increase is recommended.  At the public hearing the final report will be presented by the task force.

Recommendation:  Receive the report as information and authorize a public hearing for October 7, 2014.

Mayor McFarlane pointed out Council members received the report in their agenda packet and asked Council members to read the report pointing out the recommendation at this point is to schedule a public hearing for October 7, 2014 to consider the recommendations coming forth from the Watershed Protection Task Force.  

Ed Buchan, Public Utilities, indicated the ordinance established in November 2011 changed the revenue sources for this program.  Staff wanted some clarity on what the fees could be used for and the Task Force studied the item and provided guidance and recommendations.  He stated one of the items suggested includes a 50% increase to the watershed protection fee which would be from the current rate of 10 cents per 1,000 gallons to 15 cents per 1,000 gallons.  Mayor McFarlane suggested that the Council receive the information and set the public hearing for October 7, 2014 and asked the Council to read the report carefully.  Mr. Buchan indicated at the public hearing on October 7th, the Council would receive a full report from the chairperson and the packet will also include a letter from Conservation North Carolina. Mr. Crowder moved the public hearing the authorized as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS

UNFIT BUILDING – 523 HILLTOP DRIVE – ONE YEAR EXTENSION GRANTED

Claude R. Trotter, Jr. was at the meeting to request an extension of time to continue to make repairs on the housing unit at 523 Hilltop Drive.  He stated he had met with the inspector on the project, talked about his plans and the work that is ongoing and asked for a one-year extension which would give him ample time to complete the work.  He pointed out there had been a change in his schedule and he will have additional time.  
Mr. Odom moved extension of time with the understanding the property will be demolished one year from to date if the repairs are not complete.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out her concern is what if nothing happens for six months or so.  Inspector Ashley Glover pointed out they follow up and make sure repairs are ongoing.  He stated they could bring a report back.  Ms. Baldwin suggested that the Council get a report back in six months and if it is favorable Council could grant an additional six months.  Mr. Odom restated his motion to include demolition of the property September 16, 2015 if the work had not been completed with the understanding that a report will be provided in six months if needed.  The restated motion was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

UNFIT BUILDING – 2604 BRADFORD PLACE – 4 MONTH EXTENSION GRANTED

Michael Jackson was at the meeting to request an extension of time in order to complete the rehabilitation of the unit located at 2604 Bradford Place.  He explained the work he has done, the situation with his contractor who stated the work could be completed in six months and explained he plans on being back in his home by that time.  He has all of the additional material including furnace, appliances, etc., to complete the project.  He wants to go ahead and told of the work he has done.
Housing Inspector Glover talked about the work Mr. Jackson has completed.  Mr. Crowder moved to allow a four month extension.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

TRAFFIC CALMING – LAUREL HILLS COMMUNITY – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Steven Dean, 4003 Jupiter Court, representing himself and other residents of the Laurel Hills Community, had requested permission to discuss concerns about the validity of a petition to support the installation of traffic calming along a portion of Laurel Hills Road.  Additional information was included in the agenda packet.

Mr. Dean was not at the meeting therefore the item was removed from the agenda with no action taken.

UNFIT BUILDING – 905 EAST EDENTON STREET – 90-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

Jared Burnette was at the meeting to request an extension of time in order to make repairs at 905 East Edenton Street.  He asked for a 90-day extension pointing out he had planned on selling the property but talked about his revised plans.  He talked about his contractors, etc.  

Inspector Glover indicated he has no problems with a 90-day extension.  The property is secured.  Mr. Gaylord moved approval of a 90-day extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

UNFIT BUILDING – 703 EAST HARGETT STREET – 4-MONTH EXTENSION GRANTED

Lynn Burrell pointed out she was at the meeting to request an extension to complete the work at 703 East Hargett Street.  She explained she had been working with the Community Development Department pointing out she did not know about the possibility of her working with them until the last session.  She stated she had a contractor working but he was stopped as he had to get permits. She was told to stop work as some of the things that she needed to do could be covered by the Community Development loan she has applied for.  She stated she was waiting for her application to be completed pointing out she was told she could not get the loan or the money from Community Development because of the amount of work that was needed and the amount of money.  She talked about work that she had done and work that would have completed if she had not been told to stop work.  Ms. Burrell told of the work being done on her roof and how she was told to stop the work.  In response to questioning from Mr. Crowder, Mr. Glover pointed out there were some structural problems with the roof.  Mr. Glover explained the original ordinance was adopted in March 2014.  He stated Ms. Burrell made an application to Community Development and because of the cost of the repairs, the Community Development Department had suggested demolition and rebuilding; however, there were some delays due to title problems but Ms. Burrell wanted to save her grandmother’s property, etc.  He stated he is okay with an extension of three or four months but he wants to make sure that work is done to get it stabilized.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of a four month extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
UNFIT BUILDING – 1415 POOLE ROAD – ONE YEAR EXTENSION GRANTED

Xin Rui Xia as at the meeting to request an extension of time in order to complete repairs at 1415 Poole Road.  He explained he had a five year plan, he is ahead of schedule and talked about the work he has done and problems with the weather.  He talked about using copper to reroof the building, enforcement of 60 percent of the foundation and the hope to have the work completed within one year.  
Inspector Ashley Glover pointed out this is a historic property and it has been before the City Council a couple of times.  He pointed out Mr. Xia purchased the property in June of 2013 and pointed out he has been working diligently.  He has done quite a bit of work and the staff is okay with a one year extension.  Mr. Crowder moved approval of a one-year extension.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  

UNFIT PROPERTY – 447 ROSE LANE – WITHDRAWN

It was pointed out Shante Morgan had requested to appear before the Council to ask for additional time relating to 447 Rose Lane.  The City Clerk reported Ms. Morgan had withdrawn her request as she has decided not to purchase the property.  

MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
UNFIT BUILDING – 505 ROCK QUARRY ROAD – HEARING – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider adopting an ordinance, pursuant to Article 11.6.13 of the Unified Development Ordinance of the City of Raleigh to authorize the demolition of the unfit building at 505 Rock Quarry Road.  The property is in the name of Christopher J. Hinton and Lina Imes and is known as Tax ID #0031214.  The Mayor opened the hearing.

Christopher Hinton indicated originally he owned this property; however, there were some title problems and other people became involved.  The house was sold.  He indicated he tried to talk to the others involved in the ownership, they retained a lawyer and everything went to litigation.  He stated he thought they would have been present.  

Inspector Ashley Glover indicated this was brought to the Council in October 2013 and a 90-day ordinance adopted.  The deadline has expired pointing out another heir is involved.  The property is vacant and open and no request for extensions had been made.  No one else asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved immediately demolition of the property.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Stephenson and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote. See Ordinance 344.
PUBLIC NUISANCE ABATEMENT – HEARING TO CONSIDER CONFIRMATION OF CHARGES – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt a Resolution to confirm as a lien against the property as listed below the charges for the abatement of public nuisances.
	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	4016 Alder Grove Lane
	Bel Rmah and Hduin Siu
	0334782
	$265

	3208 Apache Drive
	Trustee of the Elsie H. Stanley Trust
	0077588
	$310

	105 West Aycock Street
	Frances Foster, Heirs
	0023095
	$215

	207 Bladen Street
	Addison and Henry Lipscomb
	0024856
	$432

	516 Dacian Road
	Freddy and Sandra Guzman
	0050949
	$559

	1712 Dallas Street
	Ondrea L. Pollard
	0055974
	$258

	1716 Dallas Street
	Ondrea L. Pollard
	0055976
	$258

	8369 McGuire Drive
	Freda Yvonne George
	0188618
	$249

	524 Marble Street
	Maria Torres
	0025958
	$320

	1516 Pleasant Garden Lane
	Dominique Flemming
	0257579
	$248

	1528 Pleasant Garden Lane
	Abel and Jazmin Oliveros-Lope Rasas-Saucedo
	0257582
	$293

	808 Richmond Street
	Leila S. Brownfield, Heirs c/o Charles L. Brownfield, Jr.
	0025089
	$281

	4409 Riverport Road
	William and Kimber Lynch
	0266451
	$247

	546 Rose Lane
	Harold E. Ford, Robert E. Henry Heirs
	0026680
	$998

	5367 Wayne Street
	Terry G. Holthaus
	0128851
	$254


The City Clerk indicated 4016 Alder Grove Lane should be withdrawn as the charges have been paid.  The Clerk reported 546 Rose Lane should be withdrawn as there has been a change of ownership.  Without objection those two locations were withdrawn. 
The Mayor opened the hearing on the remaining locations.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution confirming the remaining charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 992.

ST. DAVIDS’ SCHOOL – EDUCATION REVENUE BOND ISSUE – HEARING – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED
This was hearing to consider approval, for the purpose of meeting the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code, of up to $20,000,000 in education revenue bonds to be issued by the public finance authority for the benefit of St. David’s School.

Following the hearing, if Council desires, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution which finds that the $20,000,000 in education revenue bonds do not constitute a debt of the City, nor require a tax levy or a pledge of the safe and credit of the City, nor affect the City’s debt ratios or legal debt limit and that the City has made no financial analysis of either the bonds or of the borrower of the project.
Attorney Jeffrey A. Poley, Parker Poe, explained the location and pointed out this relates to refinancing some bonds and reissuing, St. David’s School wants to utilize the public finance authority of Wisconsin and explained that authority and why St. David’s is going this route.  City Attorney McCormick indicated this would have absolutely no impact on the City’s debt structure.  
The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Stephenson had questions about the procedure and utilization of the public finance authority.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval of the resolution.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 993.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 4261 ATLANTIC AVENUE – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider the exchange of a sanitary sewer easement related to 4261 Atlantic Avenue in order to correct the placement of an easement over an existing sanitary sewer easement constructed outside of the recorded easement.  If following the hearing, the Council wished to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution authorizing the exchange as requested.

The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Ms. Baldwin moved adoption of a resolution authorizing the exchange.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 994. 
TC-4-14 – MEETING NOTICES – HEARING – APPROVED

This was a hearing to consider a request to amend Sections 10.1.8, 10.2.1, and 10.2.4 of the Unified Development Ordinance related to Planning Commission meeting notice requirements for large area rezonings.

If following the hearing the Council wishes to proceed it would be appropriate to adopt an ordinance approving the text change as advertised.
Planner Travis Crane explained the request pointing out it is a staff initiated text change relating to amending the UDO by changing the permitted notification requirements.  He explained when notices are required and how this text change would allow notification by postcard rather than first class mail and changes posting requirements.  He stated this change could save over a $1M in postage notification signs, just in the remapping process, etc.  The Mayor opened the hearing, no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Gaylord moved approval of the text change as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Ordinance 345 TC 361.
SNC-2-14 – BRAGG STREET/LEVISTER COURT – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to consider changing the name of the portion of Bragg Street between Fayetteville Street and Bright Hope Court to Levister Court.  This is a staff-initiated hearing to eliminate the duplicate street name of a non-contiguous street.

Following the hearing, if the Council wishes to proceed, it would be appropriate to adopt a resolution authorizing the change effective October 1, 2014.  The Mayor opened the hearing.  No one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Crowder moved adoption of a resolution approving the name change as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.  See Resolution 995.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

POLICE PARKING – 2912 WAKE FOREST ROAD – LEASE AUTHORIZED

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends a five-year renewal lease to begin October 1, 2014 for a surface parking area averaging 105’ x 197’ containing approximately 20,685 square feet (0.475 acres) with ITB Holdings, LLC, at 2912 Wake Forest Road for a continued location for police parking.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.
GREYSTONE VILLAGE – NEIGHBORHOOD PARK NEEDS – LEASE AUTHORIZED

Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends entering into a ten-year lease with Grey Mine, LLC, to begin December 1, 2014 for office space at 7713 Lead Mine Road, Suite 121, in Greystone Village Shopping Center containing approximately 9,600 rentable square feet for neighborhood park needs under terms as follows:
The Annual Base Rental Rate shall be as follows:
	Term
	Square Feet
	Rent Per Square Foot
	Monthly Rate
	Annual Rate

	
	
	
	
	

	12/1/14-11/30/19
	9,000
	$15.95
	$12,760
	$153,120

	12/1/19-11/30/24
	9,600
	$16.95
	$13,560
	$162,720


Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

FIRE STATION 14 – PURCHASE AUTHORIZED

Mr. Crowder reported by unanimous vote the real estate division of the Budget and Economic Development Committee recommends authorizing staff to purchase 1.63 acres located at 3510 Harden Road for $590,000 from J.W. Doyle, Jr., Delores Anne Frye, Mary R. Doyle and William Lee Doyle for the relocation and replacement of Fire Station 14.  The purchase would be subject to a satisfactory phase I environmental report.  Fire Station 14 project is funded at $7.2M and no further budgetary action is required.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Crowder moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  They Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

CP-5-14 – 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS – APPROVED – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Mr. Stephenson reported by split vote, the Comprehensive Planning Committee recommends upholding the Planning Commission recommendation for approval of CP-5-14 as outlined in CR11579.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Stephenson moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin. 
Mr. Maiorano pointed out he had been excused from participation in this item at a previous meeting; therefore left the table.  The motion as stated was put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Crowder who voted in the negative and Mr. Maiorano who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.  See Resolution 996.  
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

STORMWATER QUALITY COST SHARE POLICY – DIRECTION GIVEN; ITEM RETAINED IN COMMITTEE

Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee recommends placing a moratorium on new applications for funding under the Stormwater Quality Cost Share Program once the current cycle of applications is completed and refer the matter to the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission to review the current policies.
This item will be retained in Committee receive recommendations for any changes from the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission.  On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Weeks moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE – ANNOUNCED

Mr. Stephenson reported the Comprehensive Planning Committee will be meeting at its regular time on September 24.  He stated he would not be meeting and pointed out Mr. Crowder would chair the meeting.  Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Law and Public Safety Committee scheduled for September 23 has been canceled.  Mr. Weeks reported the Public Works Committee scheduled for September 23 has been canceled.  
Mr. Gaylord reported the Technology and Communications Committee will be meeting but he is not sure of the time at this point. 

Mayor McFarlane pointed out the Budget & Economic Development Committee will meet on September 23 as scheduled.

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
AGENDA PROCESS AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS – INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Maiorano pointed out he had talked with the City Manager and staff relative to our agenda process, emails, what the Council gets, when, etc.  He stated he feels we should look at the entire process, look at what we put on the agenda and why, how information is provided, etc.  He stated he would just like to look at the objectives and missions of the committees, what is sent to each committee, how long an item can stay in committee and just the whole process.  He asked for a report on the process in general. 

PARKING TICKETS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks expressed appreciation to staff Gordan Dash and the staff that works with parking tickets.  He pointed out there was a number of issues in a particular community recently; however, our city personnel was able to take care of the issue and expressed appreciation. 

MAYOR MCFARLANE – VARIOUS COMMENTS – RECEIVED
McFarlane expressed appreciation for all of those who participated in the September 11 Day of Service.  She stated some 1,700 people volunteered throughout the day and talked about the success of the program and expressed appreciation.  Mayor McFarlane also talked about the downtown presentation at Marbles Museum expressing appreciation to staff.  She talked about the Union Station presentation, Hopseatch and SparkCon and thanking those involved. 
STARTUP COMPANIES – OPPORTUNITIES AND COMMUNICATIONS – REFERRED TO TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Gaylord pointed out he recently received an email about a small business in Cary which would like to move its operations to Raleigh.  He asked that an item be placed in Technology and Communications Committee to talk about helping small businesses know about the opportunities for funding, communication efforts, etc.  Ms. Baldwin suggested that the item be sent to the Economic Development staff pointing out many times there is confidential information involved and the economic development division could help address the issue.  Mr. Gaylord stated he would like to have it in committee as he feels there may be some opportunities to help them with various communication techniques and opportunities.  Without objection, the item was referred to Technology and Communications Committee.

STREET LIGHTING CONCERNS – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Crowder pointed out he had received concerns about the street lighting at the Crescent and 401 project.  He stated it seems as if there is dysfunctional streetscape lighting on one side.  He pointed out sodium white lighting would be best.  He asked that the item be referred to administration to look at how to best go about correcting the street lighting in favor of having white lighting.  He would like for staff to look at what it would take to replace those lamps.  He talked about having something in the UDO to ensure consistency in street lighting in the future.  He stated we may want to look at some type policy, LED, etc., and asked staff to provide a report.  
COUNCILOR BALDWIN – VARIOUS COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the Human Relations Commission came to the Council with some recommended changes relative to the discrimination policy some time ago.  She stated the Council had not received a report and asked that Council be provided a status report.  
Ms. Baldwin talked about the Raleigh Innovation Summit pointing out there was some 550 participants parting out there was some really exciting things.  She stated she is looking forward to the Council receiving a report.  

Ms. Baldwin expressed appreciation to the Mayor relative to her announcement about Centrix and Red Hat. 

Ms. Baldwin pointed out some time ago the City Clerk had reported there were two terms on the Board of Adjustment expiring.  She stated the Council held consideration of those terms in abeyance and asked that it be placed on the next agenda. 

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission - Laura Wieslo received two votes (McFarlane, Crowder); John Pucher – 0; Tim Pflaum – 1 (Stephenson); Evan Thomas Brigham – 5 (Weeks, Gaylord, Odom, Baldwin, Maiorano)
Environmental Advisory Board – One Vacancy – no nominees

Historic Resources and Museum Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Andrew Witcher – 5 (Baldwin, Crowder, McFarlane, Stephenson, Gaylord)
Human Relations Commission – One Vacancy – (Mr. Weeks and Ms. Baldwin nominated Jordyne Blaise.

Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board –  One Vacancy - No nominees

Substance Abuse Advisory Commission – Phillip Rubin – 2 (McFarlane, Stephenson); Cecile Williams – 5 (Weeks, Odom, Baldwin, Maiorano, Gaylord).  
The City Clerk announced the appointment of Evan Thomas Brigham to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, Andrew Witcher to the Historic Resources and Museums Advisory Board and Cecile Williams to Substance Abuse Advisory Commission.  The other items will be carried over to the next meeting.
NOMINATIONS

DANGEROUS DOG COMMITTEE – NO NOMINATIONS

The City Clerk reported the Council agreed to reconstitute the dangerous dog committee.  No nominations have been made.  

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD – REGINA G. EARP – RESIGNATION ACCEPTED

The City Clerk reported she had received a letter of resignation from Regina G. Earp whose cited conflict with work schedule therefore there is one vacancy.  No nominations were made.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – TO BE PLACED ON OCTOBER 7 AGENDA

The City Clerk reported the term of Vanessa Fleischman is expiring.  She is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Brief discussion took place concerning Ms. Fleischman’s attendance record.  Mayor McFarlane asked that the item be held as she would like an opportunity to talk with Ms. Fleischman.  The item will be placed on the October 7 agenda.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

EUCLID STREET – PROCESS – INFORMATION RECEIVED

City Attorney McCormick indicated the judge signed the Euclid Street order yesterday.  They found the Board of Adjustments to be wrong and the judge indicating Mr. Weisner did not have standing.  He stated there may be an appeal.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 2 – APPROVED

Council members received in their agenda packets copies of the minutes of the September 2, 2014 lunch Work Session and regular Council meeting.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted.

TAXES – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Council members will receive in the agenda packet, a proposed resolution adjusting, rebating, or refunding penalties, exemptions, and relieving interest for late listing of properties for ad valorem taxes.  Adoption is recommended.  Mr. Crowder moved approval as presented.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Odom and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote.  See Resolution 997.

CLOSED SESSION

CLOSED SESSION – HELD

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) for the purpose of considering the location or relocation of certain businesses or events to Raleigh and any incentives that might be involved. 
Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Crowder and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on an 8-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 3:05 p.m.  The Council reconvened an open session at 4:00 p.m. with Mayor McFarlane pointing out the Council had provided direction.  Mayor McFarlane ruled the meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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