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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met in regular session at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present.




Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding



Mayor Pro Tem John Odom




Councilor Mary-Ann Baldwin




Councilor Kay C. Crowder (absent & excused)




Councilor Bonner Gaylord




Councilor Wayne K. Maiorano




Councilor Russ Stephenson




Councilor Eugene Weeks

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and indicated Councilor Kay C. Crowder is absent and excused.  Invocation was rendered by Councilor Eugene Weeks who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL AWARDS

PROCLAMATION – LIGHTS ON AFTER SCHOOL DAY - PROCLAIMED
Mayor McFarlane read a proclamation proclaiming October 23, 2014 as “Lights on After School Day” in the City of Raleigh.  The proclamation outlined quality after school programs and opportunities and work with the Raleigh Digital Connectors program and partnership with the Wade Edwards Learning Lab.  The Proclamation was accepted by Linda Jones of the IT Department and Betsey McFarlane, Wade Edwards Learning Lab.  

REALTOR FOUNDATION OF THE TRIANGLE – PRESENTATION OF FUNDS FOR ROBERTS PARK PLAYGROUND – ACCEPTED

Mayor McFarlane recognized Morty Jayson, President of the Realty Foundation of the Triangle and representatives of the group who were present to present a presentation check of $13,000 to be utilized for Roberts Park playground.  Mr. Jayson talked about the work of the Realtor Foundation of the Triangle whose slogan is Improving Homes, Improving Lives and talked about the amounts they have provided for college scholarships, community service, Christmas gifts for the needy, Healing Place Garden and their work in general.  He indicated they are presenting $13,000 for the upgrade of Roberts Park and expressed appreciation to all.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS CROWDER – COMMENT RECEIVED
Mayor McFarlane expressed appreciation to staff and all of the others who worked on the memorial service for former Council member Thomas Crowder.  She stated the family is very appreciative and pointed out we will all miss Mr. Crowder a great deal.

AGENCY GRANTEE PRESENTATION

ARTS TOGETHER - PRESENTATION RECEIVED

Meg Revelle, Arts Together, pointed out it is the oldest and the only nonprofit arts organization that has a multi-mission which includes visual arts, drama and dance.  They serve children 3 thru adults.  She stated she was at the meeting to express appreciation and say thank you to all for support of their program.  She told of their work pointing out one of their missions is to provide dance classes to children who live in public housing.  These are children that are 3 to 5 years old and never had any exposure to art or art programs.  She talked about the classes and pointed out at the end of the year they have a performance in which Arts Together provide costumes and invite parents, neighbors, etc.  She explained the transformation of one very shy young man who went through the classes and did a marvelous job in the performance and was soaking up all of the applause.  The boy’s father talked about how appreciative he was pointing out “no one had ever clapped for his son before” and expressed appreciation for a job well done.  
CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED AS AMENDED

Mayor McFarlane presented the Consent Agenda indicating all items are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion.  If a Councilor requests discussion on an item, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  She explained the vote on the Consent Agenda will be a roll call vote.  Mayor McFarlane stated she had received a request from Mr. Weeks to withdraw the Information Technology – Budget Amendment and from Mr. Gaylord to withdraw the item relating to No Turn on Red – Davie at Blount Street.  Without objection those items were withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Odom moved approval of the Consent Agenda as amended.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  The items on the Consent Agenda were as follows.

CRABTREE CREEK WASTEWATER SYSTEM – CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND LOAN – VARIOUS ACTIONS APPROVED

Design of Phase II of the project is nearing completion.  The project, which was reviewed with City Council during the March 4, 2014 work session, consists of approximately 21,000 linear feet of 54-inch gravity sewer along Crabtree Creek.  The City had previously been awarded a loan from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund in the amount of $17,000,000, representing partial funding of the project.  Accepted by Council resolution at the August 6, 2013 meeting, the loan has a maximum term of 20 years at a 2% annual interest rate.
The City has received the official offer to increase this loan in the amount of $12,300,000, for a total loan amount of $29,300,000.  Loan terms are unchanged; to accept the loan requires adoption of a resolution accepting the loan offer and to make applicable assurances contained within the agreement.
Total project budget is $32,540,813 with the funding difference addressed by a combination of cash and previously issued revenue bonds.  A budget amendment is necessary to adjust funding resources.  The Treasury division of the Finance Department reviewed this request to utilize state loan capacity in lieu of revenue bonds and concurs with the action due to the favorable loan terms.
Recommendation:  Adopt the resolution and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $12,300,000.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Resolution 14 and Ordinance 357 TF 239.
MITCHELL MILL ROAD WIDENING PROJECT – RESOLUTION SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARING FOR DECEMBER 2, 2014 – ADOPTED

Public meetings were held September 23, 2010; May 5, 2011; May 20, 2014; and September 11, 2014 for the Mitchell Mill Road Widening Project which extends from Louisburg Road to Forestville Road.  Project scope includes design and installation of curb and gutter, water main, sidewalk, and bicycle lanes.  It is now appropriate to schedule a public hearing to consider final authorization of the project.  Assessments would be applicable.  The project also entails a floodmap revision, FP-1-2014.  The revision will affect the upstream reach of a tributary to the Neuse River; no mapping changes impact existing structures.
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, December 2, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 6 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Resolution 15.
HOUSING AUTHORITY – REVENUE BOND ISSUE – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED

The Raleigh Housing Authority (RHA) proposes to issue up to $21,000,000 in Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds (Bluffs at Walnut Creek Project), Series 2014.  The Bluffs at Walnut Creek is a proposed 198-unit apartment project located on the west side of New Hope Road between Poole and Rock Quarry Roads.  On April 15, 2014 Council authorized an exemption to the Scattered Site Policy and passed a resolution consenting to the location of the development at this location in the City.

Federal tax law requires that tax-exempt bonds issued to finance affordable housing be approved by the elected legislative body of the governmental unit that (a) controls the issuer of the bonds, and (b) has jurisdiction over the area in which the facility is to be located after holding a public hearing (Internal Revenue Code Section 147(f)).  The RHA has adopted a resolution giving preliminary approval for the issuance of the bonds to finance the development.

Recommendation:  Authorize a public hearing for November 5, 2014.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).
HORSESHOE FARM NATURE PRESERVE – GRANT AWARD – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has been awarded $250,000 by North Carolina Department of Natural Resources for a 2014 Parks and Recreation Trust Fund grant for development of the Horseshoe Farm Nature Preserve Park.  The period of the grant is October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2017.  Matching funds are appropriated in the Parks Bond Fund.  Authorization to apply for the grant was approved by the Grants Committee on January 9, 2014 and by City Council on January 21, 2014.

Recommendation:  Accept the grant award and approve a budget amendment in the amount of $250,000.  Accounting details were included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  

POLICE – NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION GRANT – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City has been awarded $45,675 in grant funding from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to purchase equipment that will assist the Crash Reconstruction Unit (CRU) with the investigation and adjudication of serious or fatal motor vehicle crashes, and to provide continuing education for the CRU officers.  The City match for the grant is $15,225 and is appropriated in the operating budget.  This grant was approved by the Grants Committee on February 6, 2014.

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute the grant documentation and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $76,125.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused). See Ordinance 357 TF 239.
POLICE – NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION DWI SQUAD GRANT – ACCEPTED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has been awarded $339,293 in funds from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for year two of the Driving While Impaired (DWI) Squad grant, which covers the costs of salary and benefits for the five members of the DWI Squad;  travel costs for in- and out-of-state training;  and costs for promotional items.  A City match is required in the amount of $59,875; this will be appropriated from the Controlled Substance reserve account in the operating budget.  The grant was approved by the Grants Committee on January 23, 2014.

Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute the grant documentation and authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $459,043.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Ordinance 357 TF 239.
SEWER EASEMENT EXCHANGE – 5100 COUNTRY TRAIL – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

A request to exchange an existing 30-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 306 linear feet (approximately 9726 square feet) valued at approximately $14,500 has been received.  A new 30-foot wide sanitary sewer easement of approximately 415 linear feet (approximately 12,477 square feet) valued at approximately $18,600, located at 5100 Country Trail in Raleigh, North Carolina has been offered.
The sanitary sewer easement exchange will provide for better site development.  Construction plans for the sanitary sewer main have been processed and permitted by the Public Utilities Department.  Since the new infrastructure alignment and proposed exchange renders the City whole in its ability to provide ongoing sewer service, as is the case with the existing alignment, no monetary consideration is recommended by staff as a condition of the exchange.

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution of intent and direct the City Clerk to advertise.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Resolution 16.

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT INCORPORATED – AMENDMENT #4 – APPROVED

In 2010 a contract to provide certification services for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was executed with Medical Transportation Management, Inc. in support of the Accessible Raleigh Transportation (ART) program.  The amendment would add option year five to the existing contract arrangement.

Name of Project:
ADA Certification Services for ART Program

Managing Division:
Public Works - Transit

Request Reason:
Add year five to existing contract

Cause of Contract:
The ART program provides curb-to-curb transportation for those individuals who are unable to use Capital Area Transit (CAT) bus service due to a functional disability.  The utilization of a professional firm has allowed the ART program to make more informed decisions regarding an individual’s ability to use CAT.

Vendor:
Medical Transportation Management, Inc.

Prior Contract Activity:
Original contract provided as back-up.

Currently Encumbered (% of estimate):
100%

Amount of this Contract: 
Year five is $201,895 (total value of five-year contract is $963,301)

Encumbered with this Approval:
$201,895

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).

WRECKER CONTRACTS – VARIOUS COMPANIES – APPROVED
The City contracts with various companies to provide towing-related services on a rotation basis when contacted by the Police Department.  Currently, 11 companies provide towing services on a rotational, as-needed basis to clear wreck scenes or disabled vehicles from the roadways.  The fee schedule and towing instructions are detailed in the annual contract.  All companies participated under the same contract terms for the last year.
No fee or service adjustments are recommended and authorization to execute new contracts with the following is requested.
Ace Towing & Recovery
Barbour’s Towing & Truck

Bobby’s Towing & Recovery

City Towing & Recovery

Dean’s Wrecker Service

Dunn’s Wrecker Service

Ivey’s Towing & Transport

Price’s Paint & Body

Raleigh Towing & Recovery

Unlimited Recovery

East Coast Towing

Current Rates:

	Non-wrecked vehicle
	$   125

	Wrecked vehicle
	195

	Heavy duty wrecker
	400

	Service call
	75

	Storage
	35

	Dolly
	55

	Heavy duty storage
	75

	Per quarter hour rate
	$ 48.75


Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contracts.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes.  (Crowder absent and excused).
PUBLIC UTILITIES – PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT – DEWBERRY ENGINEERS, INC./AMENDMENT #1 – APPROVED – BUDGET AMENDED

The City has 13 on-call engineering design service contracts that support water and sewer capital projects.  Original contract amounts were based on past on-call design service agreements or established at relatively low thresholds to evaluate performance of the firm.  The Dewberry contract was based on past on-call design services.
Based on responsiveness and design consulting service, the volume of design work has increased.  The amendment will provide funds for an increase in task orders under the terms of the contract.  Design tasks necessary are associated with sewer collection, water distribution, and plant construction projects where the estimated cost of construction falls between $3 million and $5 million.  A collaborative design effort between Public Utilities and Stormwater for the design of stream relocation at aerial sewer and stormwater culvert improvements is included in this amendment.

Name of Project:
Dewberry Engineers, Inc. 2013 On-call Amendment Number One

Managing Division:
Public Utilities – Capital Improvements Division

Request Reason:
Contract Amendment Approval (Contract Amendment >$150,000)

Cause of Contract Amendment:
Consultant design services for site design improvements at the PU East Operations Center, sewer flow monitoring, preliminary engineering, sewer replacement design, permitting, and bidding within the Walnut, Wildcat, and Crabtree basins.

Original CIP Project Budget:
$9,000,000/annually (for water and sewer main replacement)

Vendor:



Dewberry Engineers, Inc.

Prior Contract Activity:
$200,000 (Council approval) – Original Contract for on call engineering 


Currently Encumbered:

$200,000

Amount of this Contract Amendment:
$300,000

Encumbered with this Approval:
$500,000

Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the contract amendment and authorize a budget transfer in the amount of $60,000.  Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Ordinance 357 TF 239.
WILDERS GROVE LANDFILL – URS CORPORATION CONTRACT AMENDMENT #2 AND CONFIRMING PURCHASE – APPROVED

The Wilders Grove Landfill, permitted and opened in 1972 (Permit No. 92-01), is owned by the City.  The facility consists of approximately 120 acres and was active until December 31, 1997, when landfill operations ceased to comply with state regulations.  The City is currently in year 17 of the mandated 30-year post-closure phase of the landfill, and has an ongoing contractual arrangement with Ajinomoto for the sale of methane gas to support manufacturing operations.

State and federal laws and regulations require the City to maintain a final cover over the landfill and to perform certain maintenance and monitoring functions at the site.  The City is required to maintain a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) in accordance with Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) regulations.  The strategy proposed for the CAP is based upon a logical progression from institutional controls, engineering controls, monitored natural attenuation, direct oxidation, accelerated bioremediation and hydrogeological controls.
The City has an existing contract with URS Corporation for professional design, planning, engineering, and permitting services for compliance with DENR permits.  To provide continuity of service and to ensure compliance with permits and other regulatory programs of DENR through December 2016, approval of a contract amendment is requested.  The proposed contract amendment is not to exceed $255,000; sufficient funding remains in the current budget to address work previously performed by URS as well as both Title V renewal process and negotiations with Ajinimoto regarding landfill gas sales contract renewal.
In the first contract amendment, it was anticipated that the scope of work would be completed by September, 2014.  The contract can be construed to have expired at the end of September, although the City has outstanding fees due not yet invoiced and paid.  To avoid any dispute concerning the ability to pay interim expenses, Council is requested to authorize coverage for expenses incurred after September 30, 2014.  The renewal application for the Clean Air Act Title V permit is due October 31, 2014 and the expertise of the consultants is necessary to ensure timely submission of the application
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute a contract amendment with URS Corporation in an amount not to exceed $255,000.  Authorize payment of costs incurred after September 30, 2014 not to exceed $20,000.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).

BUDGET AMENDMENT – POLICE DEPARTMENT – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a budget amendment in the amount of $147,873 is requested to appropriate funds from the Police Asset Forfeiture reserve for the purchase of equipment and furniture for the Greens Dairy Road police facility.
Recommendation:  Authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $147,873. Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Ordinance 357 TF 239.
TRAFFIC – VARIOUS CHANGES – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

The agenda presented recommended changes in the Traffic Code relating to multi-waste stop – Alleghany Drive at Forsyth Street, channelization change on Centerview Drive at Jones Franklin Road, Taxi Zone on Martin Street, U-Turn Prohibition on Dunn Road and channelization change Penmarc Drive/Hubert Street/South Saunders Street.  The agenda outlined the various locations and the request for changes.

Recommendation:  Approval of the traffic changes as outlined and authorize the appropriate changes in the traffic code is included in the agenda packet.  Upheld on Consent Agenda Odom/Baldwin – 7 ayes (Crowder absent and excused).  See Ordinance 358.

END OF CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – BUDGET AMENDMENT – APPROVED
AT&T has donated $33,000 for support of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) educational activities for youth.  The funds will be used to support the Digital Connectors educational program for young people ages 14 to 21.

Recommendation:  Authorize a budget amendment in the amount of $33,000. Accounting detail was included with the agenda packet.
Mr. Weeks stated he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda as he wanted to recognize AT&T for stepping up to the plate and working with the Digital Connectors program.  He stated it is a great program, young people are learning and they go out and do community service work.  He commended AT&T and stated he hopes others will follow.  Ms. Baldwin echoed his remarks.  Mr. Weeks moved approval of the budget amendment as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 357 TF 239.
TRAFFIC – NO TURN ON RED – DAVIE STREET AT BLOUNT – APPROVED

The agenda recommended that a “No Turn on Red” prohibition be made for eastbound Davie Street at Blount Street.  Vehicles attempting to make a right turn on red are unable to complete this maneuver safely due to the pedestrian detour that is in place on Blount Street for the construction in the northwest quadrant.

Mr. Gaylord pointed out he withdrew this from the Consent Agenda pointing out it is symbolic of the question he brought up at the last Council meeting relative to removing parking restrictions or traffic restrictions that are no longer needed.  He stated he talked with Mike Kennon prior to the meeting about this particular location and concern.  He stated Mr. Kennon told him this was placed in the location as it relates to ongoing construction activities.  He pointed Mr. Kennon indicated they calendar these and go back and request removal when the construction project is completed.  He stated he understands this is a typical practice and with the understanding it will be reevaluated at the end of the construction project, he would move approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 358.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

REZONING Z-35-13 – HILLSBOROUGH STREET – 60-DAY EXTENSION GRANTED

This is a request to rezone property from O&I-1 w/SRPOD to NX-5-UL-CU w/SRPOD.
CR-11596 from the Planning Commission recommends approval of a 60-day time extension.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REZONING Z-26-14 - HILLSBOROUGH STREET – PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZED FOR NOVEMBER 5, 2014

This is a request to rezone property from Shopping Center Conditional Use District with Pedestrian Business and Special Residential Parking overlay districts (SC CUD w/PBOD and SRPOD) to Neighborhood Mixed Use-5 stories-Shopfront-Conditional Use (NX-5-SH-CU).

CR-11597 from the Planning Commission recommends City Council schedule this proposal for Public Hearing which could occur on November 5, 2014.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the proposal and expressed appreciation to the applicant for working on concerns relative to this application.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

SPECIAL ITEMS

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE/LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT WORK PLAN – STAKEHOLDER GROUP – APPROVED CONDITIONALLY
During the October 7, 2014 Council meeting Administration presented a work plan to pursue green infrastructure and low impact development options to conventional stormwater management.  As recommended by staff, next steps in the process would be to convene an external stakeholder group to receive comments and input on the draft work plan, followed by staff presentation of a final work plan to City Council.
Council members received a proposed process for engaging stakeholders.  The process described objectives, identified groups to be invited to participate, and described the format and agendas for two stakeholder meetings.  Council requested that the names of the persons identified for participation in the stakeholder group be provided and that the item be placed on this agenda for consideration of approving the group.  A list of proposed representatives is included in the agenda packet. It would be appropriate for Council to approve the list as presented or make appropriate adjustments to the list if desired.

Recommendation:  Appoint the following stakeholder advisory group with allowances for staff to continue to identify and confirm representatives from appropriate groups.

Business and Development Advocacy


Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce
(A)


Homebuilders Association of Raleigh and Wake County
Suzanne Harris
Broad Citizens Advocacy


Wake Up Wake County
Karen Ridge



Danny Kadis


Wake County Taxpayers Association
(A)


Raleigh Citizens Advisory Council
(A)

Environmental Advocacy


American Rivers
Peter Raabe


Neuse River Foundation
Matthew Starr


Capital Group of Sierra Club
(A)

City of Raleigh Commissions and Boards


Stormwater Management Adivsory Commission
JoAnn Burkholder



Kevin Yates


Planning Commission
(A)


Environmental Advisory Board
Dave Toms



Mickey Fanney


Development Services Advisory Council
(A)

Professional Organizations


American Society of Civil Engineers, North Carolina Chapter
Bill Hunt


American Society of Landscape Architects – Triangle Section
Mike Mullis


Carolinas Associated General Contractors
(A)


NC Green Building Council
Debbie Hendrick


American Council of Engineering Companies
(N)


American Institute of Architects
(A)


Urban Land Institute
(A)

Other Public Agencies with LID Expertise


NCSU Department of Biological and Architectural
Bill Hunt



Engineering – Extension Service


Small Disadvantaged Minority and Women  
not an organization



Owned Businesses


NCDENR
Annette Lucas


NCDOT
Andy McDaniel (P)


Triangle J Council of Governments
Sara Bruce (P)


Wake County Environmental Services
Melinda Clark




Debra Ryals

(A) = awaiting response
(P) = probably interested
(N) = not interested
Mr. Odom moved approval of the list as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Weeks expressed concern pointing out he would like to see someone from the CACs or RCAC.  He would like for staff to continue and move forward with the work but communicate with the CACs to make sure someone from that group is represented.  

Mr. Maiorano questioned if there is anyone from the private sector included.  Mark Senior indicated if the Council moves ahead and approves the groups or identify the groups that should be represented staff will reach out and suggest that someone be identified and they can be put on the group.  Mr. Maiorano stated this is a good cross section and again requested that we reach out to get someone to represent the private industry.  Mr. Weeks stated that MWBE is not an organization but it would be good if we had some one from that sector represented on the group.  City Manager Hall stated staff will try to identify someone through our vendor group.  The motion to move ahead, approve the group with the understanding that additional people from the various groups could be added was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY LANGUAGE – HUMAN RELATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION – APPROVED – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

During the September 16, 2014 meeting, Council requested a report on the recommendation for revisions to the Non-Discrimination Policy as developed by the Human Relations Commission.  The current and revised language is as follows:

Current Policy Language
The policy of the City of Raleigh is, and shall be, to oppose any discrimination on account of age, handicap, sex, race, color, creed, sexual orientation, or national origin in any aspect of modern life.
Revised Policy Language
The policy of the City of Raleigh is, and shall be, to oppose any discrimination based on actual or perceived age, mental or physical disability, sex, religion, race, color, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial or marital status, economic status, veteran status, or national origin in any aspect of modern life.
Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 360.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY MANAGER

COMMUNICATION PROGRAM – REVIEW AND EVALUATION – RECEIVED – REFERRED TO STAFF

Council directed the City Manager to engage a consultant to conduct a citywide evaluation of communications and to assist with development of a strategic communications plan.  Following a request for proposals process and subsequent evaluation of responses the firm FleishmanHillard, with 80 offices in 30 countries including Raleigh, was selected and a contract executed to conduct the evaluation.
The evaluation focused on building a foundation to elevate the City presence in the media landscape.  Research and discovery work from the report is intended to help set a foundation for the development and implementation of a strategic communications plan.  Representatives from FleishmanHillard will present a summary of findings and recommendations.  A comprehensive report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Receive as information.  Council may desire to provide direction and feedback to staff for the development of next steps of an implementation plan.
City Manager Hall pointed out this report is in response to Council direction to do a comprehensive review within the City organization and external contacts relative to communication.  He stated the purpose of today’s report is present the findings and get feedback from Council on whether this is the right direction.  He pointed out there is a lot of material and the Council may need additional time for study, etc.  However, the main point is to get feedback as to whether this review is moving in the right direction or if staff needs to change direction.  

Nicole Raimundo, Chief Operating Officer of the City’s IT Department briefly explained the study and introduced the representatives of FleishmanHillard.  Jean Shaw and Elizabeth Romero talked about the assignment, research objectives and methodology detailing each.  They talked about the research objectives of understanding perceptions of Raleigh among key stakeholders related to strengths and weaknesses, Raleigh’s culture vibe, community cultural and entertainment and business development and evaluate and refine brand positioning and communications messaging.  They talked about the methodology including the primary research consisting of 46 stakeholders which included council members, department directors, city employees, business leaders and citizens.  They talked about what makes Raleigh Unique pointing out it is not one single thing but a unique blend of various attributes including diverse communities, education, growth and appealing geographic factors.  Raleigh’s strengths, weaknesses and future challenges were touched on with it being pointed out public transit came to the top as one of Raleigh’s biggest challenges.  They talked about creating focused messages to establish authenticity and suggested considering a communications campaign based on the “Faces of Raleigh” which would allow the City to communicate that it has so many characteristics that appeal to a diverse population.  They talked about showcasing Raleigh’s personality via communication pointing out everyone thinks of Raleigh as much more than the State’s capital and talked about considering the opportunity to revisit some of Raleigh’s visual assets to mirror the City’s personality and messages such as logo, RTN, websites, social platforms, etc.  They talked about considering development of a brand platform and gave suggestions on such a platform.  They talked about leveraging the City of Oaks moniker as they feel there remains a place for the City of Oaks, and it would not detract from a position of innovative or forward thinking, he talked about other cities that maintain nicknames and it does not detract.  They touched on the City of Oaks lends itself to show the many branches of an oak tree which could represent the diverse interest, activities and population found in Raleigh. 
They talked about enhancing crisis communication plans pointing out there is an opportunity for this type plan to be further enhanced through a number of modifications that will ensure the city’s most effectively handling any crisis communications including updating contact lists.  They talked about digital strategies which include engaging all departments, identifying internal social media leaders and capitalizing on two-way conversations.  They summarized the report and talked about recommended next steps which would be to refer the report and recommendations to the City staff for development of an implementation plan – defining strategic approach; shift to proactive communications; developing brand platform; establishing system to monitor communication channels and enhanced crisis communication plans.  

Ms. Baldwin pointed out the report seems to focus on communications via electronic media type devices and questioned if the group touched on communication avenues for people who do not have access to computers and/or social media.  Ms. Romero talked about focus groups, RTN, newspapers, etc. all being very important and needed but pointed out as time passes, electronic communications will become more and more important.  Ms. Baldwin talked about digital communications pointing out she has found we have some 20 plus facebook, twitter, or similar accounts, etc.  She stated it is almost impossible to fine all of the information on the various avenues and asked about the need for consolidation with it being pointed out by consultants that that is something that should be streamlined.

Mr. Odom pointed out this is very interesting material and report and questioned what the City plans to do with it.  Mayor McFarlane stated it tells her that the City is not communicating all of the things that we are already doing.  Mr. Gaylord talked about the report pointing out he feels it is fantastic and in general it is pointing us in the right direction and he would like to see us move forward on some of the suggestions.  It was suggested that the report be given to the City Manager and Chief of Staff to come back to the Council with a report.  It was pointed out there is a lot of information and it is felt we should be moving forward with whatever recommendations the Council plans to pursue in order to implement anything in the next budget year, it has to be made a priority to get the information back timely.  Ms. Baldwin talked about groups that have worked doing analysis such as IBM and Innovate Raleigh for example, which has helped the City get to where we are today.  She thanked every one for spending the time and effort and again moved that the item be given to the City Manager and Chief of Staff to come back to the Council in a timely fashion so that the Council would have an opportunity to implement in the next budget year.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord.  Mr. Stephenson talked about the City working hard to become a top city, talked about being an innovative city and the need to continue those efforts.  The motion as stated as put to a roll call vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.
JOINT REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION AND PUBLIC ARTS DESIGN BOARD

ARTS - CITIZENS INITIATED ARTWORK POLICY AND RALEIGH ARTS COMMISSION – 2014 – 2015 WORK PLAN – APPROVED; PUBLIC ART AND DESIGN BOARD – WORK PLAN AND BY LAW AMENDMENTS - APPROVED
During the January 7, 2014 City Council meeting, staff was directed to review the Public Art Policy and provide guidance to Council to enable the placement of citizen-initiated artwork on public property.  Staff supported the Raleigh Arts Commission and the Public Art and Design Board in the development of a policy consistent with the current Public Art Policy.  A report was included with the agenda packet.
Recommendation:  Adopt the policy.  

Clyde Lundy pointed out in January, 2014 the City Council requested the Raleigh Arts Commission and the Public Art and Design Board to look at a citizen initiated artwork policy.  He stated this policy will address projects ranging from temporary installations like the street sweaters on trees along Glenwood South to major gift to the City like the Memorial to Fallen Officers in front of 222 West Hargett Street.  He stated the policy calls for the Raleigh Arts Commission to handle temporary arts projects and the Public Arts and Design Board to handle large scale permanent art projects. Both bodies whole heartedly support and encourage citizen initiated art work.  

Mr. Lundy stated Council members received in their agenda packet a copy of the proposed 2014-2015 work plan pointing out the major focus of the work plan is completing a Raleigh Arts Plan – a 10 year plan focused on advancing arts throughout the city for incorporation into the Comprehensive Plan.  He stated the firm Cultural Planning Group and a stella steering committee of volunteers have started the work and should have a final document completed next year.  He stated there will be ample opportunity for input from all Raleigh citizens.
Mr. Lundy encouraged the Council’s participation in the upcoming “Festival of Ideas” to take place in early spring pointing out there should be lively brainstorming session held throughout the City.  He stated the grants program is as strong as ever with 36 organizations receiving support this year.  He stated the public arts supported projects including the IBMA banjo stage, Art on the Move bus wraps, Art on City Plaza among others continues very successfully.  Mr. Lundy stated the municipal art collection is now available for web-based access with a goal of over 300 works from the collection scheduled for uploading.  He stated the partnership between the Public Arts and Design Board an the Arts Commission continues a solid relationship; Moore Square, Union Square as well as other possible large scale opportunities should led themselves to exploration of public/private partnerships in the future.  The Public Art Design Board has done an excellent job regarding public art projects.

Mr. Lundy talked about arts being a sound investment worthy of continued support and thanked all for past, present and hopefully future support.

Clymer Cease, Public Art and Design Board, pointed out that group has implemented a number of projects this year.  They have nine active projects and they are striving to get projects throughout the city and talked about the public participation in these projects.  He stated over the next year they will continue to implement the half percent for the arts, advocate for additional opportunities for both public and private partnerships, explore opportunities for city projects such as Union Station and Moore Square, look for different approaches and flexibility and how they go about working as an advocate for public art projects throughout the City.  He talked about how well the public art projects have been received and asked for the Council’s approval of their work plan as presented.  
Mr. Cease stated the Council received proposed amendments to their bylaws.  He pointed out they have been working with the Raleigh Arts Commission since the Public Art and Design Board was developed and this adjustment in the bylaws is to formalize the relationship.  He stated consistent with the ordinance establishing the Public Art and Design Board, its members are appointed by the Chair of the Raleigh Arts Commission.  Since inception in 2009, one of the seven members of the Board has been a member of the Arts Commission to encourage exchange of information and collaboration.  The proposed amendments to the bylaws would establish an Arts Commission liaison on the Public Art and Design Board.  The amendment also updates the bylaws to reflect changes to the formation of artist selection panels approved by the City Council in 2011.  
Mr. Maiorano commended the groups for a job well done pointing out there is no question about how hard the group works and the effort that is put into the work.  The City depends on the work of these boards and greatly benefits.  Mr. Maiorano stated there are a couple of notes he would like to raise or comment on pointing out he thinks they are imbedded in some of the general comments.  He stated he feels the City can definitely focus on several things and may be beef up how we are approaching art in the City.  The first is recognizing that as much as it improves and ensures our quality of life, art in itself can be a vehicle of economic development and there is a way to engage public art to ensure that we realize that in a very purposed way.  He stated in addition, he feels we should take into the process a much more aggressive and robust engagement of the private sector to pull them into the process and help the City invest in arts in a way that it can have a meaningful impact financially and otherwise leveraging public sector dollars with private sector dollars.  He stated his third point is an opportunity that arts can truly be a branding opportunity not just for our city but for our neighborhoods, community, pieces of the community and how we can trigger the arts to really create identity and experience.  He stated he knows the groups have put a lot of thought into the elements and he hopes that will be a part of the future discussions and hopefully fleshed out more fully as the plan is developed.  Mr. Lundy indicated those comments are right on target and are things that the group will be looking at over the next few months while developing the plan with Mr. Cease agreeing.  
Mr. Gaylord indicated it looks like a very good start and he would encourage the group to continue to flesh it out; the who, what, where and when.  He talked about public art coordinator and questioned if there is some type online form that people can fill out to get information and how we can encourage citizen initiated art projects, that is, do we have a strategy for taking this to the next level and reaching out to the public to garner participation.  

Ms. Baldwin questioned if the groups are looking at citizen initiated art, how does it get handled.  There are many groups that want to participate or are working on city initiated arts projects that they do not want to ask permission for and she is wondering if that had been addressed.  She talked about Raleigh being a city of innovation and creativity but if we require citizens to go through a process in order to have a project we may be squashing the innovative spirit and if we require all groups to ask for permission we my be contradicting ourselves.  She feels that it has to be addressed as it will happen; she knows there are groups working on projects and talked about the reaction to the Walk Raleigh which was a citizen initiated project that has gone international.  She stated she feels it has to be addressed.  Mr. Lundy stated he understands but pointed out if a group doesn’t ask for permission to do a project then he does not know how it could be addressed with Ms. Baldwin indicating it will occur with Mr. Cease pointing out it is a good question and it needs to be address.
Mr. Odom moved approval of the city initiated art work on public property, 2014-2015 annual work plan for the Raleigh Arts Commission and the Public Art and Design Board and amendments to the bylaws of the Public Art and Design Board.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and put to a vote which passed with all member voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

REQUEST AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS
UNFIT BUILDING – 420 MONTAGUE LANE – SIX MONTHS EXTENSION GRANTED

Mark Anthony Ferrell was at the meeting to request an extension in order to complete the repairs at 420 Montague Lane.  Inspector Ashley Glover indicated Mr. Ferrell has completed about 25%, the building is secured, the outside has been cleaned, etc.  He stated he is okay with an extension of six months with the understanding that would be the last extension; that is, after the six month deadline, no other extension would be requested.  Mr. Weeks moved approval. His motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

FAIR HOUSING - ANALYSIS OF IMPEDIMENTS – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Vernell Thompson indicated according to the City of Raleigh analysis of impediments to fair housing choices dated September 2007, page 44, the City of Raleigh does not currently have a reasonable accommodation ordinance to handle requests for special needs population.  

Mr. Thompson pointed out the City of Raleigh does have an ordinance that prohibits cars from parking too close to a driveway but the City does not have an ordinance that prohibits cars from parking in front of a walkway or sidewalk to one’s home.  He asked that the Council consider adopting such an ordinance.  He stated his home has a walkway from the street to his front door; however many times it is blocked by parked cars.  His wife has early Parkinson’s and needs to be able to utilize the walkway.  It is also hard for ladies in high heels to walk in grassy areas when they cannot get to the sidewalk or walkway to his home.  He asked the Council to consider his request.  No action was taken.
TAXIS – VARIOUS COMMENTS – RECEIVED

Ms. Lee Churchill stated this is a hot issue across the country but she feels in Raleigh it should be a simple issue.  The City’s ordinances are already in place to enforce the required regulations upon technology companies.  She feels they can be regulated like the City is currently regulating the taxi cab industry.  She stated City Attorney McCormick has stated there are many state and federal statutes that the City does not deal with but there is one North Carolina General Statute but he never gives the number.  She stated in her opinion, the City has everything in place which mandates commercial businesses to have a certain amount of insurance, we have city ordinances for taxi cabs and they have been applied to one the new entries into the city Taxi-Taxi and all other taxi cab companies.  Taxi-Taxi is regulated like other cab companies, they are dispatched from Utah and are operated on an app the same way the new technology companies operate; therefore she would questioned why the new technology vehicle for hire companies are treated differently.  She presented exhibits, talked about how Taxi-Taxi is regulated but not the new companies.  She question why and stated she feels we have to regulate for the safety and welfare of the general public.
She talked about Council members endorsing what she calls illegal technology companies and questioned why.  She complimented the Raleigh/Durham Airport Authority for the steps they are taking and questioned why the City of Raleigh cannot do the same.  
City Attorney McCormick explained there are some areas in which the city can regulate and talked about the differences in the way the companies operate.  He stated the city can do criminal background checks on the drivers but not the owners and a few other things that can be regulated but questioned if it is worth stepping up the existing police department operations to try to track down all of the people or if it would be better to wait and see where the industry is going and how they are regulated.  
In response to questioning from Ms. Churchill, City Attorney McCormick indicated he was referring to General Statues 168 which is where Raleigh and all other cities in North Carolina get their authority to regular taxis. He stated however a year or so ago the Statute was amended and put a number of restrictions on the City’s ability to regulate the Uber and Lyft models of taxis.  No action was taken.
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS – 6425 GLENWOOD AVENUE – REFERRED TO LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
John Erwin, Providence Baptist Church pointed out in September 2012, they submitted a recorded map relating to purchase of a 1.5 acres of the adjacent 3.22 acre piece of property located at 10425 Glenwood Avenue.  He stated the purchase of that property is essential for the future development of Providence Baptist Church.  He stated they received information that on the northern part, there are some issues that would have to be addressed before any recombination map is approved.  He stated for the past two years they have worked with an attorney, surveyor, seller trying to settle the issue but none of the parties involved have the actual right to do or to make the decisions that are needed.  The seller can’t sell, Providence cannot purchase and recombine and they understand that they cannot achieve the request until the matter is settled.  He asked that the item be referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee for consideration.

Mayor McFarlane questioned if this is something that the City should be involved in.  City Attorney McCormick indicated the City has already been involved.  He stated he does not see any problem referring the issue to the Law and Public Safety Committee and if the Council chooses to do that, he would ask Ms. Baldwin to not schedule it for the next meeting as he feels we are really close to a solution that will resolve the issue.  He stated he thought it had been resolved but we need a little more time.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if this is a matter that requires City Council intervention and whether the City Council has any authority to resolve the issue.  It was agreed to refer that into Law and Public Safety Committee but not schedule it to allow staff to hopefully work to resolve the issue.
MATTERS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING

UNFIT BUILDING DEMOLITION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARINGS – ORDINANCE ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt an ordinance, pursuant to the provisions of Article 11.6.8D of the Unified Development Ordinance for the City of Raleigh, to authorize the demolition of the unfit buildings listed below if the repairs necessary to render the dwellings fit for human habitation are not completed within ninety (90) days:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	VACATED AND CLOSED

	
	
	
	

	1717 Dallas Street
	Allen L. and Emma King
	0039127
	240

	1516 Joe Louis Avenue
	Joseph Sr. Heirs Boykin
	0007466
	120


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location no one asked to be heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom move adoption of the ordinance as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Ordinance 359.  
PUBLIC NUISANCE COST CONFIRMATION – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – HEARING – RESOLUTION ADOPTED

This was a hearing to adopt a resolution to confirm as a lien against the property as listed below the charges for abatement of public nuisances:

	LOCATION
	PROPERTY OWNER
	TAX ID NUMBER
	COST OF ABATEMENT

	1908 Bates Street
	Donna Anderson Smith
	0080544
	$269

	1121 S. Bloodworth Street
	Raleigh Taylor 1121 Trust
	0038260
	$316

	3904 Butler Avenue
	Jennings Bryan Jones
	0052398
	$225

	1422 Carnage Drive
	GMAC MTG
	0024156
	$289

	1516 Cricket Ridge Drive
	Vincent Lescott
	0311031
	$272

	619 Cumberland Street
	Dorothy Mitchell Gibbs, Mary M. Overton Heirs, and Edith Mitchell
	47741
	$289

	1522 Eva Mae Drive
	Heritage Manor Association, Inc.
	0341186
	$250

	1523 Eva Mae Drive
	Heritage Manor Association, Inc.
	0306989
	$250

	1107 Fayetteville Street
	Mamie Thorpe Yeargin Jones
	0080259
	$246

	1723 Fox Hollow Drive
	L. K. Burnette
	0190973
	$273

	1725 Fox Hollow Drive
	L. K. Burnette
	0192289
	$273

	201 Gilbert Avenue
	Inez G. Matthews
	0028051
	$276

	4549 Hargrove Road
	JP Morgan Chase Bank National Association
	0123941
	$497

	4234 Lake Ridge Drive
	Lake Ridge Villas Condominiums
	0113964
	$1,640

	1512 E. Lenoir Street
	Christopher Houston
	0230792
	$248

	4401 Louisburg Road
	Carrington Mortgage Trust c/o Wells Fargo Bank NA
	0109958
	$418

	2001 E. Millbrook Road
	R. K. Ingram
	159161
	$371

	3200 W. Millbrook Road
	J1HP, LLC
	0115213
	$276

	5409 Milroy Lane
	Bobby Dunn
	0197447
	$276

	503 S. Person Street
	Raleigh Urban  Development, LLC c/o Craig S. Ralph
	0182323
	$250

	517 S. Person Street 
	George C. Exum, Sr. Living Trust
	0049833
	$320

	1536 Pleasant Garden Lane
	Harold and Tonshea R. Simmons
	0257584
	$276

	2350 Wade Avenue
	Ellezom Corp. c/o Wendy L. Bethea
	0016804
	$267

	9623 Waterwood Court
	David M. Smoot, III and Jeanne J. Smoot
	0202577
	$688


The Mayor opened the hearing on each location no one asked to the heard thus the hearing was closed.  Mr. Odom moved adoption of a resolution confirming charges as outlined.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.  See Resolution 17.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF BUDGET AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

PROPERTY DISPOSITION – 301 HILLSBOROUGH STREET/320 WEST MORGAN STREET – DIRECTION GIVEN
Mr. Gaylord stated he needed to recuse himself on this issue because of a possible conflict of interest.  Mayor McFarlane moved Mr. Gaylord be excused from participation in this item.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
Mayor McFarlane stated during the October 7, 2014 City Council meeting, the Budget and Economic Development Committee was prepared to make the following recommendation:

The Committee received a report on various site disposition tools and asked Administration to prepare a timeline to include possible rezoning for disposition of the property at 301 Hillsborough/320 West Morgan Street through negotiated offer, advertisement, and upset bid process.  On behalf of the committee, Mr. Odom moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Ms. Baldwin.  Mr. Stephenson questioned if we are talking about rezoning the property and then going through the negotiated offer, advertising and upset bid process with City Attorney McCormick indicting that is correct.  Any prospective buyer would know what could or could not be developed on the property.

This would allow for competitive bidding.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Gaylord who was excused for participation and Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-0 vote.
Mayor McFarlane reported the Budget and Economic Development Committee also recommends that during development of the next legislative agenda for the City, legislative authority be sought for the private sale of property.  Ms. Baldwin moved approval.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks.  
Mr. Stephenson questioned if this is the right time to move forward with this type request.  He stated he has been contacted by some people who feel private sale would prohibit free market disposition of property.  City Attorney McCormick explained this would allow the City to enter into private sales as one of the disposition authorities.  He stated there may be particular locations where the City needs a particular type development, etc., and this would be the only way to do that other than going through the complicated redevelopment laws and regulations.  He explained the City had this authority in the 80s at which time the City was in the process of selling off surplus property as a result of the civic center construction/demolition.  He stated Charlotte has had tremendous development utilizing this authority.  He stated it doesn’t mean that the City, if it got the authority, would use it but it would be a method available.  Mr. Stephenson expressed concern about the City having and/or using this authority.  The motion as stated was put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Mr. Stephenson who voted in the negative and Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 6-1 vote.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

REZONING Z-16-14 – AVENT FERRY ROAD/VARSITY DRIVE – COMMENTS RECEIVED
Mr. Stephenson pointed out the Comprehensive Planning Committee had tried to schedule a meeting to discuss Z-16-14 – Avent Ferry Road/Varsity Drive; however, due to circumstances beyond everyone’s control, the Committee could not find a time that all could meet. The applicant had stated that they would like to have all members present when Z-16-14 is discussed and there is no real hurry, therefore no meeting was held.  

UDO/2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONCERNS – RIEMANN AND LASSO – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA

Councilor Stephenson indicated without objection he would suggest removing Items 13-05 – UDO/2030 Comprehensive Plans concerns – Riemann and Item 13-06-UDO/2030 Comprehensive Plan concerns – Lasso from the Committee agenda as they are being discussed in the update.  After brief discussion it was agreed to remove the items from the Comprehensive Planning Committee pending list.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

NO REPORT

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORK COMMITTEE

STORMWATER CONTROL DEVICES – ASHWORTH SUBDIVISION – REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA
Chairperson Weeks reported the Public Works Committee did not meet; however, without objection he would like to withdrawn Item 13-10 – Stormwater Control Devices – Ashworth Subdivision from the committee pending list as the applicant in the case has made that request.  Without objection it was agreed to remove the item from the agenda with no action taken.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE – OCTOBER 28, 2014 – CANCELED

Chairperson Gaylord indicated there is no report of the Technology and Communication Committee.  He stated that the meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 28, has been canceled as there are no pending items ready to discuss.  

REPORT OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

CHEMICAL FACILITY IMPACT – LAND USE PLANNING – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Odom indicated he had been contacted by Capital Keith Wilder, Raleigh Fire Department, relative to a study that was developed by the Wake County Local Emergency Planning Committee relative to chemical facility impact on land use planning.  He stated he would give the email to the City Manager and ask that administration look at the issue and make recommendations accordingly.  

SEE CLICK FIX – COMMENT RECEIVED

Mr. Maiorano indicated last week during a committee meeting one of the things that came up related to challenges with the See Click-Fix program. He asked staff to look at the delay and make sure it is up and fully functional.

City Manager Hall pointed out staff is aware of the problems explaining the popularity of the site has exceeded the City’s resources.  He stated he and Administration are working on some staffing resources to help with the backlog.  Staff being brought on in constituent services will be working on that issue.  He stated in addition some of the delays related to the application exceeding capacity.  He pointed out staff is working on the issue and asked the Council for patience. 
Mr. Maiorano questioned if the public has been made aware of the problems and have been told that the turn around time may be a little longer with City Manager Hall pointing out he believes that staff did put out some information relative to the problem.  He stated staff will continue working on it and will give Council a report. Mr. Maiorano pointed out it is a very good tool and if staff needs some resources to fully implement or utilize the program to include that in the information. 
TOWN HALL MEETING – NOVEMBER – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Maiorano pointed out in November he will be having a town hall meeting.  Citizens will be invited to come out, let him and staff know how the City is doing, what the City is doing good, what its doing bad, etc.  He stated the three assistant city managers will be attending and he is looking forward to a special evening with all.

WALMART PROPERTY – ROCK QUARRY/SUNNYBROOK – REFERRED TO ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Weeks stated he has a concern and does not know if it should go to staff or the City Attorney.  He stated WalMart owns some property at the intersection of Rock Quarry and Sunnybrook Road.  They had planned to construct a facility there but did away with that plan.  He stated as we talk about economic development in Southeast Raleigh, we look at that site and the citizens want to know why it cannot be developed.  He questioned how long WalMart can hold onto to the property without developing the property.  City Attorney McCormick indicated that is correct, a private property owner has the right to leave their property vacant as long as they so desire.  He stated maybe administration could refer it to our Economic Development Division to contact WalMart to see if they have any interest in selling or having the property developed.  
VETERANS DAY – COMMENTS RECEIVED

Mr. Weeks pointed out we are fast approaching Veterans’ Day.  He stated we have a City Council meeting prior to Veterans’ Day and suggested that we have some type recognition of our veterans particularly the Tuskegee Airman and asked administration to look into that.  

RETREAT – JANUARY – COMMITTEE NAMED

Mayor McFarlane pointed out we have been talking about a City Council Retreat in January.  She stated she would ask the At-Large Council Members to work with her to plan the retreat including when, where, items etc.  Ms. Baldwin stated she would be glad to participate and the Committee would be happy to accept recommendations from all.

APPOINTMENTS

APPOINTMENTS – VARIOUS ACTIONS TAKEN

The City Clerk reported the following results of the ballot vote:

Board of Adjustment – One Vacancy – The Clerk reported Ms. Baldwin had nominated Gene Conti; however it was left off the agenda.  Mr. Stephenson asked to nominate Betsy Kane on behalf of Councilor Crowder.  Councilor Crowder has not had the opportunity to attend a meeting since her appointment but wanted to make this nomination.  Mr. Stephenson indicated he had been told he could make the nomination on her behalf.  Ms. Baldwin moved that nominations for the Board of Adjustment be closed.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed with all Council members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  
Environmental Advisory Board – Two Vacancies – Mayor McFarlane and Ms. Baldwin nominated Justin Senkbell.  

Housing Appeals Board – One Vacancy – Ms. Baldwin stated she thought she had given a nomination for the Housing Appeals Board with it being pointed out that the nomination she has is for a vacancy that will be coming up soon.  (Clerk’s note – it was later determined the vacancy is for a county appointee)
Parks, Recreation and Greenway Advisory Board – One Vacancy – Shane Malun – 3 (Baldwin, Weeks, Odom)

All items will be carried over until the next meeting.

NOMINATIONS

APPEARANCE COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk reported the term of Bang Le is expiring in November.  He has served 6 years therefore is not eligible for reappointment.  No nominations were made.

ARTS COMMISSION – SARAH POWERS – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the term of Sarah Powers is expiring in November.  She is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that nominations be closed and Ms. Powers reappointed by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed with all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION – VACANCY ANNOUNCED

The City Clerk reported the term of Amalia Mercedes Restucha-Klem is expiring in November and she does not wish to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin questioned if she gave a reason with the City Clerk reporting time commitment is the only thing she remembered.

PARKS, RECREATION AND GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD – REAPPOINTMENTS MADE

The City Clerk reported the terms of Johnny L. Tillett and Michael Surasky are expiring in November.  Both are eligible for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council close nominations and reappoint the two by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION – CHRISTOPHER O. BOSTIC – REAPPOINTED

The City Clerk reported the term of Christopher O. Bostic is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment would like to be considered for appointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council close nominations and reappoint Mr. Bostic by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and put to a vote which resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  

SUBSTANCE ABUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION – TRENT CANNADY – REAPPOINTED

The term of Trent Cannady is expiring.  He is eligible for reappointment and would like to be considered for reappointment.  Ms. Baldwin moved that the Council close nominations and reappoint Mr. Cannady by acclamation.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Gaylord and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

WALNUT CREEK – WORK – RATIFIED
City Attorney McCormick stated for some time, the City has been working on improvements along Walnut Creek Greenway near Poole Road. There are four properties involved.  We have a consultant, soil and environmental, who has done work on three of the lots and some work on the 4th and should be paid.  The city intends to do work on the last lot.  He suggested the Council ratify the work done and we can get them started on the additional work.  Mr. Odom moved approval.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Maiorano and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY CLERK

NO REPORT

CLOSED SESSION

Mayor McFarlane stated a motion is in order to enter closed section pursuant to GS143.318.11 (a) (5) for the purpose of instructing city staff concerning negotiations for acquiring property in the following areas: 1) land between Western Boulevard and Lake Wheeler Road.  Mayor McFarlane moved approval of the motion as read.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative except Councilor Crowder who was absent and excused.  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote and the Council went into closed session at 2:40 p.m.
The Council reconvened in open session at 3:00 p.m. with the Mayor announcing that the Council gave directions to staff concerning acquisition of the property.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mayor McFarlane ruled the meeting is adjourned at 3:01 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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