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COUNCIL MINUTES

The City Council of the City of Raleigh met at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, November 30, 2015 in the Meymandi Concert Hall of the Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts, Raleigh, NC for the swearing in ceremony of the 2015-2017 Raleigh City Council.  The presentation of colors was by the City of Raleigh Honor Guard and the Reverend Dr. Tom Harris, Senior Pastor, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church provided invocation.  

Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order stating the Wake County Board of Elections has certified that the following persons have been elected to the Raleigh City Council.




Nancy McFarlane – Mayor



Mary-Ann Baldwin – At-Large




Russ Stephenson – At-Large




Richard A. “Dickie” Thomson – District A




David N. Cox – District B




Corey D. Branch – District C




K. C. Crowder – District D




Bonner Gaylord – District E

Mayor McFarlane stated this installation marks the 36 Raleigh City Council under the Council Manager form of Government which begin in 1947.  This is the 22 City Council under the District System with direct election of the Mayor.  The first direct election of the Mayor and election of Council under the district system was in 1973.  

The Honorable Lucy Noble Inman, North Carolina Clerk of Appeals administered the Oath of Office collectively to all Council members elect and the Oath of Office to Nancy McFarlane as Mayor.  
A musical rendering by the St. Augustine University Choir of the selection “I Will Lift Mine Eyes,” under the direction of Ms. Kimberly Dunn.

Mayor McFarlane presented the following prepared statement:

Thank you all for being here tonight.
It has been my honor and privilege to serve as your Mayor for the past 4 years, and I cannot tell you what it means to me to know that you entrust this office to me for another 2 years.

I want to start out by thanking my family.

My husband Ron, Katie and Jimmy (and of course Maddie), Emily and Sebastian and Reynolds and Nicole.

This is the 5th swearing in ceremony for me.  The first without my parents, but the first with a grandchild.  It’s a vivid, personal reminder of why we all do this.  Why we serve our community.  My parents served their country during the Second World War, ensuring a free world for their children.  They felt a personal responsibility to create a better place for the next generation.  I serve as mayor to ensure the best possible Raleigh for not only our citizens, but also for the next generations.

It seems like a cliché, until you actually have a grandchild.  Then it’s personal.

So, I’ve said this before, but this time, I really mean it, we got a park!

I cannot begin to thank all of the people involved with making this happen.  If I start to list you all, I’ll leave someone out, but you know who you are.

And we are just getting started.  The immediate task is figuring out what we just bought.  There are so many buildings to be analyzed for their viability as we start the planning process. Ultimately, the two will be linked together as we decide just what we want Dix Park to be.

We are having so many conversations about what we want Dix Park to be.  But I think the question we should be asking ourselves is:

What do we want Raleigh to be?

How will we define ourselves?  How will Raleigh define us?

No matter how long you have lived here, you know that Raleigh is growing and changing.  With record growth, we face challenges with resources, such as water; infrastructure such as aging sewer and water pipes and of course roads and traffic.

We enjoy being on many “best of” lists.  The eyes of the world are onus.  You can feel the energy, the buss that is all around us.  This is a pivotal time in the history of the city.

We are seeing ourselves in a different way.

The arts have exploded here.  Visual arts, music, culinary arts, performing arts, Raleigh is embracing its creative side and owning it, and do we love a festival.  It is incredible to see how the bluegrass festival has taken off.  And, we pulled the whole thing of this year moving it inside at the last minute to accommodate the weather.  Now, that’s a city that takes its festivals seriously!

It’s time for Raleigh to step up in the world of public art.  We talk and talk about it, now its time to do it. The arts are an integral part of how we define ourselves.

And that is the question we need to ask ourselves.

How do we define ourselves?

Are we the Raleigh seen by the new graduate looking for a job.

Are we the Raleigh seen by people that have lived here all of their lives?

Are we the Raleigh seen by the tourist that comes to visit.

Are we the Raleigh seen by the retiree that moves here to be close to their adult children.

Are we the Raleigh seen by the school child boarding the bus to go to school.

Are we the Raleigh seen by the young couple starting a family, looking for a place to call home.  Are we the Raleigh seen by empty nesters.

Are we the Raleigh seen by the single mother working 2 jobs just to keep her children fed?

Are we the Raleigh seen by the homeless veteran wondering why his country doesn’t see him?

Because Raleigh looks different, depending on whose eyes you are looking through.

We are answering that question with every decision we make.

Clearly, we are a city that values and understands the importance of open space.

The fact that we believe that 308 acres of open space in downtown Raleigh is more valuable as a park than as developed land, speaks volumes about what we believe.

We also have the North Carolina Museum of Art starting work on an incredible 6 acre park that will serve as a gateway to the city.  It really is a gift from the NC Museum of Art Endowment to the City of Raleigh that will change the Blue Ridge Corridor and that entire area.

We respect the environment and the role that it plays in our lives.

We respect the fact that this is a city of diversity, with a wide variety of neighborhoods, backgrounds, ethnicities, cultures, incomes, educational levels, all looking for the best opportunity to live their lives.

We need to understand that there will never be a “one size fits all” answer to everything.

We will strive to be a city of choices.

And to make that happen, we must pass the transit referendum next year.  This will be the most important step that we will take in defining what kind of city Raleigh will become.

We see lots of examples around the country of what we do not want to be.  Cities that have choked off their own success with traffic congestion that not only steals valuable time from your life, but pollutes the air and ground.

A good, quality public transportation system that people want to use offers us choice.  It saves us money.  Personally, many people do not want to drive, and many people cannot.

Public transportation gives us options in how we live.  Raleigh has always been about choice, and now even more so.  We have beautiful subdivision and neighborhoods.  I lived in and raised my family in Greystone in North Raleigh.  Now, we also see more and more demand for live/work space.  People ant to live downtown or in an area like North Hills where they can walk to work, to shop, to dine, to entertainment and have access to transit.
But I think that the most important part of public transportation is financial.  It will be the key to affordability.
As Raleigh grows, and face it, the better we are, the more people will come, land will become more and more expensive.

We cannot become a city that is too expensive to live in.

We are planning for more affordable housing, but affordability is much more than the price of the unit.

It also means access to public transportation.  You have to have access to jobs, food, medical care, child care.  The cost of living is more than the cost of the unit in which you live.  By providing a good, comprehensive public transportation system, we help lower the cost of living in the City.

And while people move here at an astounding rate, we must remember that not everyone arrives with an advanced degree and a job.  Part of what defines us is how we care for those that need help the most.

We need to work together with the county, school system and the state to address the problems of not only the availability of jobs, but of the working poor.

We have so much here, it’s time that we make sure that everyone has the opportunity to benefit from our success.

We are also blessed with incredible partners.  Someone asked me the other day if we had a partnership with NC State.  I thought yea, you keep pumping out incredible talent and I’ll create the place that they want to stay and live.  Then the businesses will come here.  That’s economic development!

Okay.  I have about a hundred more things to talk about, but I will give you all a break.

We are going to see more changes in the next 2 years.  Changes in how we work as a council and how we work with staff and citizens to mold and define our future.

Raleigh is the most incredible city.  And we all know “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”.  But that is our big challenge.

How do we change, to keep the things we love the same.  Because if we do nothing, we won’t like what we become.

We are great because everyone here has been a part of defining and building this community.  Now we really need your help.

Get engaged.  Call me.  Get on existing boards and commissions and if you have an idea for something we haven’t thought of, let me know.   We see great ideas in cities all over the world.  We don’t want to be any one else.  We want to be Raleigh 2.0.  A better version of ourselves.  Honoring the past and planning for the future.

Madison, I promise you.  This city WILL be the best.  Because, this time, it’s personal.

The St. Augustine’s University Choir did a musical rendering of “Total Praise.”  

Mayor McFarlane recessed the meeting at 6:25 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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