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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE
The Comprehensive Planning Committee of the City of Raleigh met in special session at 4:00 pm on August 3, 2004, in Room 305, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC, with Mr. Hunt and Ms. Taliaferro present.  Also present were Planning Director Chapman, Urban Design Center Staff, Assistant Planning Director Betts and various staff members. 
Item 3-14 Downtown Master Developer Process
Planning Director Chapman explained a series of meetings have been held throughout the day by the consultants which have been retained for the Cultural/Convention Center (South End) Strategic Plan and various groups in the downtown area.  Dan Douglas, Urban Design Center, introduced the representatives of HDR/Dover Kohl and Hunter Interests, Inc. and explained the group had been meeting and receiving comments from various stakeholder groups pointing out the Downtown Raleigh Alliance had set up the meetings with various stakeholder groups.  He explained the group will be meeting with property owners, transportation groups, various staff members, neighborhood, CACs as well as representatives of Stormont Noble.  They are hoping to make contact with all involved groups.  Sometime between September 13 – 16 a charrette will be held.  At that time the convention center people will be in town and hopefully all can gather together for the session with a timeframe of Spring of 2005 being the point of everything coming together with RFP being developed.  The timeframe was discussed.    

Mr. Hunt asked that the development community be involved in the efforts.  Ms. Taliaferro asked that the Blount Street people also be involved. 
The city owned property was pointed out with the various representatives talking about what they had heard during the series of meetings and how they will go about analyzing the information, determining what is needed, what is feasible, get everyone talking and planning and determining how it fits into the context of the big picture.  Mr. Hunt talked about the need for destination points for conventioneers with Ms. Taliaferro cautioning that we do not want to create competition for the Warehouse District/Glenwood South areas; we want to compliment what is happening in those areas.  The distances and relationships of “happening” areas were talked about.  Ms. Taliaferro talked about residential and the need for people in the area 24/7.  Finding the right mix of residential, retail, densities, etc., was discussed with Mr. Hunt pointing out we must remember market rate rental residential.  Ms. Taliaferro spoke about the need to determine the right densities and looking at height to achieve that as well as looking at adjacent areas which are interested in planning for the forthcoming activities.  She also spoke about a downtown library, liking the idea of the last block of Fayetteville Street as a plaza and programmable space.  The need for coordination with TTA was touched on as was the interest being created by the adjacent areas.  Other interests such as water features, MLK, Pope House, Shaw University CIAA Hall of Fame have to be brought into the plan.  Why some seem to object to height in the area and the need to have an urban density was mentioned.

The group talked about the concept of providing marketing, economic and financial feasibility of various concepts to make sure projects are well grounded and what the various groups including local developers are talking about being part of the study.  Who the consultants are meeting with and the feeling they are having a good series of discussions and the fact that they are and will continue to test the concepts and that timeframe were pointed out.  They gave their thoughts on the city owned parcels pointing out the concepts are early and they are making sure their thoughts are in concert with the Livable Streets visions.  The need for parking at the right location and the possibility of creating a “wall” so that future development will feel left out as well as the conflicting concepts of urban space/green space has to be considered 

The necessity of Fayetteville Street becoming the “A” address and having Wilmington/Salisbury Streets becoming the backdoor and proper treatment was talked about.  A representative of NCDOT talked about pedestrian security and safety with appropriate walkways and lighting.  He also talked about avoiding conflicts between bikes, pedestrians and parking.  He stated he thought Raleigh is moving in the right direction.  Making the connections between downtown and the rest of the city was brought up and discussed.  The need for corporate headquarters in the downtown area was mentioned. Parking and circulation streets in the right place being critical were pointed out. 

It was pointed out the consultants have a good starting point and the process will continue.   
The meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm
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City Clerk
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