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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Law and Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, December 11, 2001 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 201, City Council Chambers, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 W. Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present.
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Mr. Isley





City Attorney McCormick

Mr. West

Chairman Shanahan called the meeting to order.  He indicated that he would like to take a brief moment to simply make a general observation of the items currently held in Committee.  He would like this to be a very informal presentation and would like the Committee to know they should go ahead and meet on any items at those times when he is unavailable to meet with the Committee and feels the Committee should not meet if there is nothing to discuss.  He feels the Committee should have some fun and he sees good things happening during this Council term.  He indicated he would like to finish the year in Southeast Raleigh.  The last Law and Public Safety Committee meeting was held at the Tarboro Road Community Center where Police Chief Perlov and a number of departmental representatives were in attendance.  He pointed out the community asked some tough questions, but feels it was a very fruitful meeting.  He would like to meet periodically in the community and keep these meetings informal.  Mr. Shanahan questioned whether Mr. West had brought forward any thoughts from the Southeast Raleigh Assembly.

Mr. West indicated there is a list of a number of items that have been referred to the Public Safety Committee of the Assembly and are items that will need to be taken out into the community.  The Assembly has received $5,000 to help develop their key document and some of the items may serve as a good source of information because there has been a lot of good thinking and analysis put into some of these issues.

Mr. Shanahan suggested having the second meeting in January in Southeast Raleigh.  Mr. West noted that the CHIP Program Pilot Project is also in this area and there are a few things that will come together.  He would like for the Committee to review the recommendations from the Public Safety team of the Assembly.  He felt they did not have to wait for the formal document to be completed to have some discussion on these issues.  He feels that the last part of January or the first part of February would be appropriate to meet.  He just would like to be sure they are ready to discuss these items.

Mr. Shanahan suggested penciling in the first meeting in February to meet in Southeast Raleigh, but this date can be finalized the second meeting in January.  Mr. West can certainly advise the Committee as to where the Public Safety Committee is and the timing can be adjusted as necessary.

Mr. West pointed out the City Manager has indicated the Council will be getting a report on the pilot project before to long.  He does not want to upstage the Committee with to much information at this time.

Mr. Shanahan noted it was great to have Mr. West in both of these roles and briefly discussed a 4:00 p.m. meeting time.  As to the pending items on the Committee agenda, questions can be asked and brief discussion on each item could take place simply to bring the new members up to speed.

Item #27 – Fisher Street, Carver Street, Maple Street and Hill Street – Nuisance Abatement.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item has been held in this Committee for quite some time and does go hand-in-hand with Item #99-26 Southeast Raleigh Development Area – Nuisance Abatement Project.  He indicated these are ongoing discussions about some of the problems that are taking place in Southeast Raleigh.

Item #99-5 – HRHRAC – Race Relations.  Mr. West indicated this is an item that he referred to Committee some time back as a result of discussions from his participation at the League of Cities Meetings.  Mr. Bob Knight pointed out some issues related to youth and economic development and they see this as a human relation issue for the community and the Police Department.  He does not have a specific project or program, but did attend the King Holiday Program and attended the adult sessions of this program and had some discussion about what is going on in other cities.  The Durham City Council has made some initiatives and Mr. West indicated he sees the Committee’s role as someone who can assist in setting up initiatives.  He indicated he will be willing to take more time on this item and to come back with some ideas in terms of how we can approach this issue or some discussion of whether this is a valid issue or concern especially when one looks at the changes in demographics.  He feels like it is much broader than what most people would think

Mr. Shanahan noted that Mr. West is the Council appointed Liaison for the Human Relations and Human Resources Advisory Commission.

Mr. West indicated he understands the Mayor has noted that he would set up a process with Mr. Shanahan indicating that may be a good way to go about this.  Mr. West noted that he can certainly keep the Committee comprised of any actions.

This item will continue to be held in Committee.

Item #99-15 – Police Take Home Program – Criteria.  Mr. Shanahan indicated he feels the Committee is coming up on a time where a report will be received from staff.  Mr. Prosser indicated it will be a couple of months, but a report will be forthcoming.

Item #99-27 – Police Vehicles Off Duty Use.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item has been Committee for quite some time and feels it would be appropriate to look at this again and get more definitive criteria especially in light of the recent situation where an officer was injured.  This item typically revolves around police officers being able to use their vehicles to take home so a higher police presence is noted in neighborhoods.  Mr. Shanahan suggested this item be put on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting with an additional primer on the Police Take Home Program.  He suggested both items be put on the next agenda and to provide a brief overview of the Take Home Program as well.

Mr. Prosser indicated there has been a recent staff review of this item and a synopsis can be forwarded to the Committee.

Item #99-26 – Southeast Raleigh Redevelopment Area – Nuisance Abatement Project.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item will be considered along with Item #27.

Mr. West pointed out this item is also tied to the CHIP Program.  Mr. Shanahan suggested taking Item #27 the Fisher Street, Carver Street, Maple Street and Hill Street item and combining it with Item #99-26 and creating a new committee item entitled “Southeast Raleigh Public Safety and Nuisance Abatement.”  Mr. West suggested adding the Fisher, Carver, Maple and Hill Street issues in parentheses with the item.  There were no objections.

Item #99-28 – BTI Cable Franchise Agreement.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item would be reported out with no action as he understands no future plans are available at this time.

Item #99-29 – Carolina Broadband, Inc. – Franchise Agreement.  Mr. Shanahan explained this item came to the Committee last year but because of market conditions they have not been able to move forward.  He suggested this item be reported out of Committee with no action.  There were no objections.

Item #99-32 – Large Trucks – Parking on City Streets.  Mr. Shanahan suggested this item be scheduled for discussion on the next committee agenda.

Item #99-34 – Personal Flotation Devices – Rowing Shelves.  Mr. McCormick pointed out in regards to this item the Committee needs to decide whether or not it would be appropriate for the rowers at Lake Wheeler to use life preservers.  Mr. Prosser added there are concerns on behalf of the Parks Department about discontinuing the use of life preservers as there may be liability issues.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item would remain in committee.  There were no objections.

Item #99-36 – Street Venders – Regulations Review.  Mr. McCormick noted that in regard to this issue there seems to be a number of competing vendor issues.  He has received a letter from a number of businesses on the malls about hot dog stands in front of their restaurants.  He feels there are two sides to this issue and it would be appropriate to receive some input from the Downtown Raleigh Alliance.

Mr. West indicated he has had some vendors approach him about the ordinance that has been passed regarding small venders and there seems to be an issue of licensing.

Mr. Shanahan asked that staff give a primer at the next meeting about the licensing requirements for these types of vendors and also that the item be referred to the Downtown Raleigh Alliance.  There were no objections.

Item #99-37 – Parking Enforcement Program.  Mr. Prosser indicated staff is prepared to get a report on contract parking in the downtown area as well as a report on the new parking deck.  Mr. Shanahan suggested this item could be scheduled for discussion the second meeting in January which would be a good time to receive the staff report.

Mr. West questioned whether there was anything in the contract about how good is good.  He is hearing a number of irate complaints and questioned what is the mechanism in terms of assessing how this program is working.

Mr. Prosser indicated he will certainly get with Perry James and include this information in the report.  Mr. Shanahan indicated it may be appropriate to include Item 01-3 Current Parking Resources Review.  Mr. McCormick pointed out he is of the understanding that some of the complaints is that the enforcement of parking issues has been to efficient with Mr. Prosser adding that the contract is a sophisticated parking model.

Item #99-38 – Code Enforcement Procedures Comparison.  Mr. McCormick pointed out that the CHIP Program is working on this issue as well and they are currently getting comparative information within the State on code enforcement action that will include the process of notification.  Mr. Prosser added this may be an item for the legislative program.  Mr. Shanahan added it would help to have more flexibility.

Item #99-39 – Real Estate Signage.  Mr. McCormick indicated this item was referred to the Committee to address the issue of apartment complexes having additional signage.

Elizabeth Phillips, with Triangle Parking Association, indicated she is the on-site manager for the Wakefield Apartments and Cathy Powell, the Executive Director of the Triangle Apartment Association, indicated they would like to make a few comments regarding this item.  Ms. Powell indicated the Apartment Association is simply seeking to clarify ordinance language.  It seems their members are having rules imposed upon them they cannot find in the ordinance and these rules are being enforced.  They have come up with suggested language to clarify “temporary signs.”  They are now being told they are allowed one temporary sign in the life time of the property and the Apartment Association is proposing two temporary sign periods for special events.  Mr. McCormick indicated the sign ordinance allows two special events.  Ms. Phillips pointed out that the sign ordinance states that one can apply for a permit for temporary sign for a 30-day period and is enforced two times in the life time of the community.  They are proposing two 30-day permits each year with a $100 fee rather than a $50 fee and two additional periods for such things as banners, balloons, etc.  All-in-all they are looking at four 30-day periods each year at $300 per property.

Ms. Powell pointed out that what is proposed is also asking for higher violation fines.  It does need to be given take and the fines should be higher if the ordinance is violated.

Mr. Shanahan indicated he sees it as a two-fold problem.  The first is the need to advertise and those that are in violation of the ordinance. Ms. Phillips indicated the Inspections Department is doing a great job.  Some communities just simply pay the fine every day because it is cheaper.

Mr. West asked Ms. Powell who she represents.  Ms. Powell indicated they represent developers and owner/operators of apartments in the Triangle area and vendors that serve the entire industry.  She pointed out Ms. Phillips is an owner/operator herself.  They feel that signage is an important part of getting traffic into the community.  The industry is in a slump and adequate signage is very important.  The industry currently has a 10 to 11 percent vacancy rate and 5 percent is considered healthy.

Mr. Shanahan questioned what kind of changes would be required.  Mr. McCormick responded by indicating these types of changes would be a major ordinance change.  They are asking for signs that are currently not allowed by code and limiting the content which may be a constitutional issue.

Mr. Shanahan questioned whether this is a staff interpretation with Mr. McCormick indicating it was a Board of Adjustment interpretation a number of years ago.

Ms. Powell indicated they are simply trying to address this from a multi-family housing standpoint as opposed to retail and commercial signage.

Mr. Shanahan noted it may not be that simple.  The City Attorney has advised them that there may be constitutional issues involved in the changes that they are suggesting, but they will take a look at it a little closer.  He suggested scheduling this item for the second meeting in January and for staff to provide information on the existing statutes.

Item #01-1 – Street Crime Policing – Selected Neighborhoods.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item came from the Mayor’s list and is part of Items #99-26 and 27 regarding Southeast Raleigh Public Nuisance Issues.  This item could be discussed in conjunction with these other two issues.

Item #01-2 – Litter/Dumping – Vacant Lots.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item came from the Mayor’s list and asked to get a staff report on the current situation and staff can bring this report forward when it is ready.  He suggested that it may simply be a matter of providing additional signage prohibiting dumping on these lots.  Mr. West indicated the item initially came from the South CAC’s with Mr. McCormick indicating they can certainly recommend some additional signage be placed.  Mr. West pointed out there has been in the recent past a very large cleanup on State Street and additional signage would be helpful in that location.  Mr. McCormick noted that the CHIP program does have some programs to address these types of issues.

Item #01-3 – Current Parking Resources.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item will be considered in conjunction with Item #99-37 the Parking Enforcement Program and can be scheduled for discussion the second meeting in January.

Item #01-4 – Rooming Houses – Problem.  Mr. West indicated this item could possibly be grouped with the other public nuisances already scheduled for discussion.  There were no objections.

Mr. West indicated he had two additional items he would like to bring forward to the Committee.  The first being a street lighting issue in Southeast Raleigh.  He indicated a study was done sometime back regarding several areas, including redevelopment areas; however, there is a need for some increased illumination in other specific areas and would like to hear issues relating to safety.  Secondly, the Senate bill recently considered by the Law and Public Safety Committee and its relation to convenient stores.  He indicated there appears to be some problem with the legislation.  This particular action built a lot of hope for a lot of people, but nothing has come of it so far.  He would like to ask the City Attorney to go back and look at the bill and see what the City needs to do to get things moving.  He indicated he has met with Mr. Brian Beatty who said he will be willing to work on this issue as well.  The recent CAC meetings brought out these issues and noted that he does not believe the average citizen patronizes these stores, but it is what they are selling.

Mr. McCormick indicated there has been a lot of opposition brought forward by the North Carolina Retail Merchants Association.  They claim to have met the requirements, but a number of them did not have the type of records that were requested and a warning was issued.  Mr. West indicated he would like to see more dialogue with key members of the General Assembly and the ABC Commission in order to get the parties talking to each other.  He indicated it may be appropriate to continue to refine this issue and start working on it again.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, the Committee adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk
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