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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Law and Public Safety Committee met on Tuesday, April 1, 2003 at 11:30 a.m. in Room 237, Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:
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Staff
Mr. Shanahan



Administrative Services Director Prosser

Mr. Isley



City Attorney McCormick

Mr. West



Transportation Director Beckom





Transportation Engineer Kathryn Beard





Assistant Transportation Director Mike Kennon






Police Attorney Bryant
Mr. Shanahan called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #01-23 – Taxis - Regulations.  Mr. Shanahan indicated this item was held to look at signage at the Greyhound Bus Station on Harrington Street.  Transportation Director Beckom pointed out they have reinforced signage at the existing taxi zone on Harrington Street.  He stated new signage has been installed to provide guidance to the taxi zone from the terminal loading area.  He stated the Police Department is working with Greyhound to coordinate additional terminal signage and it is anticipated that completion of that work will be this summer as a part of the police substation and the Greyhound Terminal renovation.  He stated they have made contact with representatives of the taxi drivers and businesses relative to identifying after hour taxi zones for Harrington Street between Morgan Street and the Railroad.  He stated the representatives from the taxi companies have given a couple of locations that they feel would be good, one being near Jillian’s and one near the Office Club.  He stated representatives of his department are making contact with the owners of these establishments to see what would work for them.  Once exact locations are determined they could come back to the City Council and ask permission to install the after hour taxi zones.
Mr. Shanahan stated that would be a good idea; however, one of the concerns he has received from people is having to pay for parking in the area.  It was pointed out the parking lots are independently or privately owned or operated.  Mr. Beckom pointed out if an on-street taxi zone is established near a club then that club would lose a parking space or two.  He pointed out it is a balancing act of which clientele to serve.

Mr. Shanahan pointed out the concerns he has relates to the area around Sullivan.  Discussion took place about the location and ownership of parking decks in that area.  Police Attorney Bryant pointed out the Police Department is having some on-going conversations with the owners of the Dillon property about after hours parking.  She pointed out that had occurred in the past but patrons would leave the parking locations messy and regular parkers would come in and cut their tires on bottles, etc.  How to address that situation was discussed briefly.  Attorney Bryant pointed out Ms. Mullins is working very energetically on the issue with the Committee agreeing it would be best to leave that issue along as it is private property ownership issue.
Other discussion took place relative to the work that had been done with the taxi drivers.  Attorney Bryant pointed out they had created the taxi liaison committee and she feels that will be helpful.  She stated there are other things that have been done that has helped the situation such as changing the requirements for the medical examines, changing the appeals process, worked with the State to have five of the City’s people trained to do taxi meter inspections which reduces the inspection time.  Attorney Bryant pointed out she feels the situation is improving.  Everyone knows who to call with problems and she feels the City is putting forth a good effort.  Whether the taxi drivers feel better about the situation was talked about with it being pointed out it is a tough issue.  Mr. West talked about any time you have a problem, you have to look at information, methods and value issues and he feels we have addressed the information and method issues and we will continue to work on the valve issues.

By general consensus, the Committee agreed to report to the Council the work that has been accomplished but hold the item in committee to get recommendations from staff as to after hour taxi zones in the entertainment area on Harrington Street.

Item #01-27 – Traffic – Speed Program.  Administrative Services Director Prosser indicates this item was timed to give an update on the study process that is ongoing.  Mr. Shanahan had expressed interest in meeting in the community and it is felt Exchange Park would be a good location.

Transportation Director Beckom pointed out they are working with the consultant and the community gathering citizen input.  He stated there have been three public meetings to date.  We are about to enter the process of developing draft recommendation.  Hopefully the draft recommendation will be presented at a city-wide public meeting on April 22.  If we stay on track this present schedule calls for the final program to be presented at the May 6 City Council meeting.  The intent is to address the issues and develop a tool kit for use in individual neighborhoods or streets that feel they have a need for some type traffic calming activity.  He stated hopefully the report will also make suggestions as to how those programs could be funded and presented a total budget.
Brief discussion took place on the process and the fact that the general public meeting would be April 26 and after a presentation is made to the full City Council on May 6, the Council could decide how to get additional input.  In response to questioning from Mr. West, Transportation Director Beckom explained how the process has worked so far.  The City hired a consultant and he has been involved with the City staff in a series of meetings with the Community.

Discussion took place on the process with it being pointed out the consultant hired by the City has been working with the various neighborhood groups, the task force that was put together, public meetings, etc.  Transportation Director Beckom pointed out we do have an advisory group made up of appropriate city agencies, citizens, etc.  Their input will be rolled into the final study.  Discussion took place as to the route the issue will follow from this point with it being indicated hopefully the final meeting will be April 22.  On May 6 a report will be made to the City Council and the item could be referred to Law and Public Safety Committee for discussion hopefully the second committee meeting in May.
Adjournment.  There being no further business, Mr. Shanahan announced the meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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