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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Law and Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, July 28, 2003, at 4:00 PM, in Room 201, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present:

Committee




Staff
Mr. Shanahan



Administrative Services Director Prosser
Mr. Isley (absent)


Police Attorney Bryant
Mr. West 



City Attorney McCormick
Mr. Shanahan called the meeting to order.

Item 01-32 – Raleigh Towers - towing rotation contract rates – Mr. Prosser indicated that information is included in the agenda packet that includes a proposed contract and background information submitted by industry representatives.
Mr. Permar explained that in the 1980's, the City entered into a contract with the towers.  The towers are basically happy with the contract except for the prices.  Mr. Permar presented and explained a chart that outlined a comparison of towing rates between the City of Raleigh, the City of Durham, the Town of Garner, the City of Greensboro and the City of Winston-Salem, and provided information regarding the prevailing rates for non-City towing.  To the extent the City rate is a lower rate, there is a subsidy situation with the private sector.  He explained there is a substantial fixed rate situation with a towing company, but the variable rates are very low.

Mr. Shanahan questioned if the contract is an open one with Mr. Prosser explaining the contract is based on a rotation basis; a towing company must be on the list.  Mr. Permar pointed out there are currently seven companies that participate in the rotation, but anyone can be on the list if they meet the criteria.

Mr. Shanahan noted the one item that sticks out is the charge for the large wrecker service.  Mr. Permar explained that he was unable to find good comparisons for this item and will be happy to reduce that rate as well as the 2+ axles stored for the City or Police Department.  It was noted that the City does not pay the fees; they are paid by the vehicle owner getting the tow.  Mr. Prosser noted there may be circumstances where the City pays up front, such as in the case of an arrest from a vehicle and the vehicle must be moved.
Mr. Permar pointed out at the last meeting Mr. West had questioned the City's authority on oversight.  He referred to item #VII within the contract that addresses behavior and how violence toward a City of Raleigh employee or any member of the public by an employee of the towing company shall constitute a breach of the contract.  He added his clients want a good relationship with the City.

A motion was made by Mr. Shanahan to adopt the proposed contract and rates with the following modifications:  large wrecker - $200.00; 2+ axles stored for the City or Police Department - $200.00 and, storage - $20.00 per day.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and put to a vote that resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Isley absent).

Mr. Shanahan questioned if a vehicle were to be towed on a Friday, would the owner have access to the vehicle over the weekend or would they have to wait until Monday.  Mr. Permar indicated they would have access to the vehicle over the weekend.

Item 01-31 - False Alarm Reduction Program - Mr. Prosser indicated that included in the agenda packet is a letter from representatives from the North Carolina Alarm Systems Licensing Board.  The police department is continuing to meet with representative of the industry.  Mr. Prosser pointed out that changes in the ordinance are being suggested and discussions are ongoing.  Follow-up meetings are taking place and the police are re-drafting the proposed ordinance and will be re-submitting the ordinance for review.  The draft should be ready by the next meeting of the Committee.
Mr. Shanahan asked whether there were major changes being discussed or just minor tweaking, with Ms. Hyman indicating just minor tweaking.  She added the meetings have been very productive and included three security alarm provider representatives and representatives of the apartment association.  
Mr. West stated that this action will affect the typical homeowner, and questioned whether there has been any feedback from that perspective.  Ms. Hyman explained they randomly sought feedback during the original drafting of the ordinance, and have responded to a number of inquiries from the public.
Mr. Shanahan indicated he felt it would be a good idea to make the CAC Chairs aware of this proposal, and for staff to distribute information regarding this to them.  This would be a good way to get information directly into the neighborhoods for input and develop an e-mail list of contacts.  He added he will continue to hold this item in Committee to allow further meetings and input on this issue.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Donna Hester

Deputy City Clerk

