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Law and Public Safety Chairman Phillip R. Isley welcomed everyone to the joint meeting of the Public Works and Law and Public Safety Committees, identified the members of the Committees, and thanked Ms. Taliaferro for agreeing to hold a joint meeting on this issue.  Chairman Isley called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m.
Item #05-18 – Watson Flea Market – Various Concerns

This item was referred to the Public Works Committee and the Law and Public Safety Committee at the November 21, 2006 City Council meeting as the result of a Request and Petition of Citizens to investigate parking problems at the flea market on weekends.

Chairman Isley stated this item originally was presented back in January 2007 as it related to some parking concerns and there would be a report today as well as the fact that Dr. West has referred the item from the last Council meeting.  He asked Public Works Director Dawson for an update from Staff.  

Captain Earnhardt, Raleigh Police Department, District 24 – stated the “No-parking” signs and tow-away zones are present on Rock Quarry Road.  He pointed out the signs have been effective in keeping the traffic flowing.  He stated during the holiday season the Police Department has written approximately 500 parking tickets for this area and pointed out since the holiday season, other improvements, the increased parking area, and the addition of off-duty officers they have not had the problem of traffic spilling out onto the shoulder of Rock Quarry Road as they had previously during the holiday season.  

Chairman Isley questioned if any vehicles have been towed.  Captain Earnhardt stated to his knowledge no vehicles have been towed.  He stated he would be glad to address any specific questions the Committee may have and pointed out the holiday season was the roughest time for traffic and other events.  He pointed out the addition of the off duty officers has helped very much.  He stated there is traffic every weekend and a lot of people frequenting the flea market but from his observation his officers have been able to handle the problem.  

Chairman Isley stated Mr. West has requested this item be brought back before the Law and Public Safety Committee and confirmed because of the publicity that has occurred in the last few weeks it would be a good idea to have the parties together in discussion to see what is happening in the City as well as at the property with Mr. West agreeing.  

Mr. West stated this is the essence of it all and pointed out the City views Southeast Raleigh as a gateway and an economic development area and a lot of good things have been done along this corridor and at the present time this is not inviting at the beltline.  He pointed out they have received a number of complaints because of the homicide incident from a number of citizens including the South CAC.  He stated this is not the type of activity that should be expected within the City of Raleigh and there are standards to follow.  He stated because of the recent incident they need to discuss this issue and at some point he hopes they can find something that would be equivalent to bring the area up to the same level with plans that are happening in other areas of the City.  

Chairman Isley stated it would be a good idea to have the owners come and talk about the flea market.  

Charles Marshall, 150 Fayetteville Street Mall - stated he is here on behalf of Watson’s Market Place pointing out Mr. Ebern Watson is the owner and Mr. Woody Simmons has been operating the property.  He stated the Council sent out a message a few months ago to Watson’s to clean up their act.  He explained there were traffic problems that brought every body together the first time and some real issues that needed to be addressed and he believes from this discussion there were some issues regarding beautification, trash, and fire safety issues.  He stated the message was received loud and clear.  He stated Mr. Simmons has been working night and day to address these issues.  Mr. Marshall highlighted the following report on Watson’s Flea Market:  

Watson’s Flea Market
1436 Rock Quarry Road

Raleigh, NC  27610

“Grassroots of the Free Market” — Over 500,000 Served Annually

Watson’s Flea Market began operating on a sixteen acre tract located along Rock Quarry Road in the mid-1980s.  It is one of the largest open-air shopping centers in Wake County. Today, over 300 vendors operate at the market each weekend.  Conservative estimates indicate that between 10,000—15,000 people shop at Watson’s each weekend. Patrons can purchase a wide variety of new, used and refurbished merchandise from different cultures around the world, including fresh produce, refurbished machinery and formal and casual clothing.

Watson’s contributes approximately $400,000.00 annually to the Raleigh economy. Watson’s provides an outlet for those who might not be able to afford to buy or sell at the newer, more traditional, shopping malls in Raleigh. Some vendors at Watson’s have operated stalls at the site for upwards of thirty years. Other vendors pride themselves in providing a means by which less fortunate citizens of Raleigh have a chance to carve out their pieces of the American dream.

“On the Banks of Walnut Creek” — A History of the Property

The Watson family has resided within the flood plain of Walnut Creek in southeastern Wake County for decades. Prior to the mid-1980s, the Watson family operated a chicken processing plant on the sixteen acre tract. The plant employed hundreds of workers in Raleigh. After the chicken plant closed, the land was put to use as a flea market designed to provide an alternative to more expensive flea markets operating in Raleigh.

The land is within the flood plain of Walnut Creek, which surrounds the property on three sides. The chance for flooding has counseled Watson’s owners against heavy investment in improving the remnants of the chicken plant. In addition to the flea market, the property is home to a newly-established mechanic shop and an additional auto body repair shop which are continuing the tradition of small businesses on the Watson’s property serving the southeastern Raleigh community.

While publicly-initiated redevelopment efforts in southeast Raleigh can be part of a sound public policy, Watson’s Flea Market may be the highest and best use of that portion of the Walnut Creek flood plain. Watson’s generates revenue for segments of the economy that are not well-served by high front-side capitalization requirements, and private enterprise has passed on the Watson’s property on multiple occasions. Notably, a better site for a Wal-Mart was chosen after the developers of the Wal-Mart had a chance to inspect the Watson’s property’s suitability for construction.

“A Good Neighbor”

The operators of Watson’s Flea Market have complied with each and every request made by inspectors from the City of Raleigh, Wake County and the State of North Carolina.

Parking

• Watson’s has hired two police officers to direct traffic in and out of the market every weekend.

• Watson’s has created new additional parking areas in the back of the market by cleaning and opening concrete-paved areas in the rear of the property.

• Watson’s has repaired several potholes and re-graveled problem spots in the parking areas.

• “No-parking” signs and tow-away zones are present on Rock Quarry Road.

• Watson’s has been proactive in discussing contracting with McLaurin Parking to assist with parking management during the peak season that begins after Memorial Day.

Beautification

• Watson’s has made significant improvements in cleaning public market spaces after the market closes. A recent television team declared the market “very tidy” after an unannounced Monday-morning visit.

•Watson’s keeps no less than six dumpsters on the property that are emptied every Tuesday evening/Wednesday morning.

•Watson’s requires large trash producers—such as produce vendors—to make arrangements for off-site trash pick-up.

•Watson’s regularly cleans adjacent properties affected by flea market traffic.

•Watson’s is committed to plant frees and other shrubbery to establish a broader and taller visual screen between the flea market and Rock Quarry Road.

Fire Safety
• Watson’s installed a 20-foot wide fire lane running through the entire vending area.

• Watson’s has installed fire-retardant canvas buffers to shield vendor stalls and coated wood-framed vendor stalls with fire-retardant paint.

• Watson’s installed fire lane signs throughout the market and moved building structures to make room for the new fire lane.

Security
•The off-duty police officers hired by Watson’s have the dual obligation to maintain security at Watson’s and address any situations that may develop. By maintaining a law enforcement presence at the market, Watson’s seeks to ensure that the market continues its family-friendly tradition.

•With thirty years’ experience in the industry, Woody Simmons personally vets would-be vendors to ensure the Watson’s patrons’ safety and enjoyment and to provide a first defense against counterfeiting and other crimes associated with commerce.

•Woody Simmons stays in constant communication with the City of Raleigh police commanders stationed in Southeast Raleigh to address any law enforcement concerns as early as possible.  

Watson’s has performed almost all of these improvements at its own expense in order to respond to both formal and informal requests made by the City of Raleigh.  

Watson’s welcomes the opportunity to show city leaders, staff, and members of the public the extent to which Watson’s works hard to present a positive example of commerce and community in one of Raleigh’s fastest growing neighborhoods.  

Contact: Charles Marshall (621-2977) or Andrew Tripp (573-6258).  

Mr. Marshall talked about the counterfeiting incident that occurred a few months ago on the property and concluded Mr. Simmons is obviously not trained as any counterfeiting task person and pointed out he is in charge of operating the market place.  He stated he is now outlawing any movie DVDs being sold because he knows that is an item being counterfeited and he is willing to report any other suspicious activity.  He pointed out when the Secretary of State’s office and the police came down he was very cooperative stating there were not any complaints about the market place itself.  He handed out some press releases and pointed out flea markets attract counterfeit merchandise.  He stated the task force must have knowledge because in 2001 there were at least 8-10 raids at other flea markets throughout North Carolina and the only raids and the only ones recorded on the web sight were Nash, Burke, Duplin, Henderson, Yadkin, Robeson, Orange, and Wilkes County.  He pointed out there is nothing unique about Watson’s that he is aware of other than the fact it is a flea market and there was some counterfeit merchandise allegedly being sold there.  He stated everyone is aware of the homicide that occurred and this was tragic and it did occur on the property but it is important to know it occurred during off peak hours and no one was on the property.  He pointed out an army of police officers could not have prevented that specific homicide in the middle of the night when the victim was found on the property.  He questioned if anyone has any solution as to how to prevent this type of criminal activity anywhere and referred to the tragedy on NCSU grounds several years ago pointing out that incident happened in the middle of the day with many law enforcement officers present.  He stated he doesn’t know how you can prevent this type of action and Mr. Simmons is open to any recommendations.  He stated Mr. Simmons welcomes the opportunity to take additional questions and is continuing to talk to Captain Earnhardt and wants to keep an open dialogue.  He stated he feels it has been helpful to see the Committee has presented problems to Mr. Simmons and he has tried to resolve them.  He stated he feels the whole City of Raleigh not just Southeast Raleigh has invested in seeing all types of commerce and all types of shopping centers work including the flea market.  He pointed out he knows there has been comments from the media about the flea market being shut down and from a legal standpoint it is very tricky but more importantly from a public policy standpoint it might solve the trash and parking problem but it will also put 350 people out of work and close down a market that is serving 15,000 people.  

Jesus Garcia, 4525 Fairground Road, Dunn, NC – stated he has been a vendor at Watson’s Flea Market for nine and a half years pointing out he owns a taco business there.  He pointed he has mobile units at different locations and contracts throughout the triangle.  He stated he is speaking for many people that may not know about this meeting.  He stated the 350 people that are vendors are not going to be the only people affected.  He explained shutting down the flea market will affect families and supporters.  He stated he speaks for many people and questioned if the flea market is shut down how this will affect their families.  He stated shutting down the flea market will be devastating for the vendors as well as the supporters.  He stated he will not lie and say he won’t be okay because he has other locations to earn a living but there a lot of people that do not.  

Harold Bonner – stated he has worked at Watson Flea Market for ten years and he has had the opportunity to have his own business for this length of time.  He pointed out his business does support his family and allows him to put his child through college.  He stated if the market is shut down he would not be able to support his family or continue to put his child through college.  He pointed out he has a good base of customers in this area and there are a lot of people that can’t afford Best Buy and Circuit City products. He pointed out with his business he is able to supply these clients at a reasonable rate. Mr. Bonner pointed out putting 350 people out of work would take food off their tables.  He stated Mr. Simmons has done a good job of bringing the market up to good standards.  He expressed concern about the flea market being shut down and how it will affect his welfare as well as others.  

Dr. Norman Camp, 2216 Sanderford Road, Raleigh, NC  27610-5056 – highlighted and submitted the following statement:     

APPEAL TO RALEIGH CITY COUNCIL 

TO CLOSE WATSON FLEA MARKET

APRIL 10, 2007

GOOD AFTERNOON MR CHAIRMAN AND HONORABLE COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  I HAVE COME BEFORE YOU AGAIN TO APPEAL TO YOU TO CLOSE THE WATSON FLEA MARKET FOR REASONS CITED TO YOU NUMEROUS TIMES IN THE PAST, SUCH AS:

I. THE FLEA MARKET IS AN AWFUL EYESORE ALONG A SIGNIFICANT THOROUGHFARE AND GATEWAY TO OUR CITY, ROCK QUARRY ROAD.

THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT EFFORT BY THE OWNER TO IMPROVE THIS SITE IN SPITE OF SEVERAL REQUESTS TO DO SO.

TRAFFIC ON WEEKENDS DURING OPERATING HOURS HAS BEEN UNBEARABLE DUE TO ILLEGAL PARKING, CONGESTION, AND FRIGHTENING DRIVING EXPERIENCES BY OUR SENIOR CITIZENS WHO BY NECESSITY MUST USE ROCK QUARRY ROAD FOR PERSONAL TRAVEL ON THESE WEEKENDS.

THE FLEA MARKET HAS PROVEN BEYOND A DOUBT TO BE A SOURCE OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING THE STORAGE AND SELLING OF COUNTERFEITED GOODS, LARCENY, AND MURDER.

THE OWNER MISREPRESENTED HIMSELF TO YOU IN THE PAST BYCLAIMING TO HAVE REMOVED OLD BUSES, AND UMSTEAD MOVING VANS FROM THE PROPERTY WHEN IN FACT HE HAS NOT.  (SEE PHOTO)

THE CONTINUOUS POLLUTION OF WALNU’T CREEK W FLOWS WITHIN 15 FEET OF THE PROPERTY (ON MARCH 31, 2007, PARTNERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAC REMOVED 130 AUTOMOBILE AND TRACTOR TIRES FROM THE CREEK NEXT TO THE PROPERTY.)

THE OWNER’S INABILITY TO DEMONSTRATE GOOD STEWARDSHIP OFTHE UNIQUE WETLAND AND RIPARIAN ENVIRONMENT CREATED BY WALNUT CREEK WHICH FLOWS ALONG THE BOUNDARY OF FLEA MARKET; AND USING THE PROPERTY FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF PRODUCE FROM REFRIGERATED TRUCKS TO VENDERS WHO DRIVE IN ON MONDAY MORNINGS (OBSERVED APRIL 9, 2007) FOR THESE GOODS), AND SUBSEQUENTLY LEAVING BEHIND PILES OF DISCARDED PRODUCE AND TRASH WHICH ATTRACT RODENTS AND OTHER VERMIN ADDING TO THE UGLINESS OF THE SITE, AND POTENTIAL SPREAD OF DISEASES.

FINALLY, THE OWNER HAS NOT BEEN A GOOD CORPORATE NEIGHBOR TOTHE CITIZENS OF SOUTHEAST RALEIGH AND THE SOUTH CAC, THEREFORE WE, AS LAW ABIDING, TAXPAYING CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH, ARE HEREWITH COMPELLED TO RECOMMEND STRONGLY THAT THE WATSON FLEA MARKET BE DECLARED A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND SHUT DOWN AS AN OPERATING CONCERN IN OUR COMMUNITY WITH ALL DELIBERATE SPEED.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND PROMPT ACTION ON THIS REQUEST.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED;

NORMAN C. CAMP, PH.D, CHAIR, SOUTHCAC

Chairman Isley acknowledged Councilperson Kekas in the audience and invited her to join the Committee.  Ms. Kekas declined. 

Lloyd Nelson, 307 S. Tarboro Road, Raleigh, NC, 27601 – stated he has been a vendor at the Watson’s Flea Market since the day it opened.  He stated a lot of things that have been said about Mr. Simmons are not true.  He pointed out Mr. Simmons always keeps the business in order.  

John T. Bailey – stated he has been working at the flea market for 21 years and owns Bailey's Used Appliances located at Watson's Flea Market.  He stated Mr. Simmons has worked day and night cleaning up and he has observed him because he is there every day.  He stated he has an appliance business and there are many clients pointing out some of them come in wheel chairs and some don’t have money and he sometimes will give an appliance to them and provide delivery.  He concluded the flea market really has improved in the last few years explaining some people may come in at night and dump trash but he monitors these activities and tries to control this type of activity or clean up himself.  

Woody Simmons, 1013 Lake Shore Drive, Wendell, NC  27591-8641 – stated he is the manager of Watson’s Flea Market.  He stated he has had many tasks and he has honored each of these requests.  He stated everything the City of Raleigh has inspected he has done.  He stated he would like to clarify a few things on the issues Dr. Camp spoke about.  He pointed if members would check the records concerning busses on the property the buses have been gone for two years.  He stated the trailers that remain on the property have been inspected by the City of Raleigh and have proper tags on every trailer.  He stated the City Inspector comes by every week. He stated he has completed all of his obligations and as far as murder is concerned he can’t prevent it but it is unfortunate it happened and he is sorry.  He stated he has done everything within his power to make this a better neighborhood and he will continue.  He pointed out he has heard many things about beautification and the site being ugly but he hasn’t heard anything on how to resolve this from the Southeast Raleigh Commission.  He concluded he wants to continue to be a good neighbor.  

Ms. Taliaferro questioned Mr. Simmons about Dr. Camp’s comments on produce trucks that are on the property on Monday mornings.  She questioned the traditional flea market being open and there being some commerce during the week and asked if the produce trash being taken off site includes Mondays.  Mr. Simmons answered in the affirmative Mr. Simmons pointed out produce has two dumpsters that are taken out on Tuesdays and pallets are taken out on Wednesday.  The group briefly discussed trash pick up and how it is discarded.  Ms. Taliaferro asked Mr. Simmons to double check on this and make sure a good plan is in order concerning the trash issue.  She reiterated Dr. Camp having a problem with the Monday morning produce trash and pointed out it needs to be taken care of and not just sitting in the dumpsters.  

Mr. West stated they heard what Mr. Simmons is planning to do about the trash but wanted to talk about Dr. Camp’s concerns of the riparian buffer.  He questioned if Mr. Simmons has any concerns about the creek itself and the benefits it provides for the area and asked if he has planned any proactive practice. He questioned if they have been thinking about this as it relates to not contaminating the creek.  Mr. Simmons assured he has never seen anyone throwing trash into the creek and explained the creek is approximately 150 feet away from the operation.  Mr. West questioned how far the creek lies from the property line.  Mr. Simmons explained property line guidelines briefly.  

Mr. Isley referred to the photo of the fence submitted by Dr. Camp and pointed out it looks like there is a hole in the fence.  He questioned if management would be making improvements to the fencing by either raising it a little higher and repairing the holes in it.  He pointed out this would be a great assistance to the flea market, creek and surrounding community.  Mr. Simmons pointed out Hurricane Fran was responsible for the fence damage.  Ms. Taliaferro reminded Mr. Simmons it has been eleven years since Hurricane Fran happened.  Mr. Simmons stated there is an active plan to repair the fence and to have new fencing.  

Mr. Stephenson asked Mr. Simmons to explain in detail the landscaping plan for the right-of-way.  Mr. Simmons described the location of the plantings which involve about 50 feet pointing out he will do whatever the City requires of him.  

Mr. Isley pointed out the Planning Staff may be able to assist the market with this task and encouraged Mr. Simmons to talk with Staff to figure out what is best as it relates to the plantings along the right of way and give information on the best process.  

Ebern Watson, 121 Ezra Moore Road, Rose Hill, NC 28458-8702 – stated in 1946 he moved to Raleigh and explained at this time Rock Quarry Road was nothing but dirt and gravel.  He gave a brief history of the Watson family pointing out this was the site his family lived on.  He talked about Joe Louis Park, a location up the street from the market pointing out Watson’s employed 70 to 80% of the workable adults from the Joe Louis Park area.  He stated for the lack of jobs being available at this sight they sent employees to the Pilot Mills area.  He stated at Watson’s peak it employed approximately 400 to 500 people.  He stated he remembered vividly when Western House was going to be built on US1 and how they could not figure out where they would find enough employees.  He pointed out as time progressed his father became more and more involved with the community.  He stated Watson’s closed in the early 80’s and explained his father was concerned about what to do with the site and had a special concern for his long term employees.  He pointed out for some reason his father was able to generate interest in a flea market at this site.  He talked about growing up in Southeast Raleigh.  He stated he lived at the location of the flea market until his college years.  He stated he was not able to attend Lucille Hunter Elementary School because the law would not allow this and pointed out some of his best buddies lived in Joe Louis Park.  He stated the point he is trying to make is that he has vested interest in Southeast Raleigh.  He stated beauty is in the eye of the beholder and he can’t stand in front of the Committee and say Watson’s Flea Market is a Disney Land nor has every cigarette butt been picked up pointing out when coming into Southeast Raleigh the site is the first visual impact that you see.  He gave an example of a vendor who is doing the last job she can do and explained she buys packs of socks and sells them by the pair.  He explained briefly how people have been able to earn and afford a higher education for several generations because they could work at Watson’s Flea Market.  He stated he would be the first to say the highest and best use for this property is not as a flea market and he is most interested in receiving any input as Dr. Camp referred to of what would be the best use for the property but don’t say because it doesn’t meet certain standards as it relates to visual impact that it needs to be shut down.  He stated he knows they are not addressing this issue specifically but this is the underlying issue that Dr. Camp has brought forth.  He pointed out the Committee needs to know that he will survive one way or another but they have to think about those that depend on this operation for survival and if it is closed down there will be a lot of people who will not be able to continue what they are doing.  He stated he is here because he is the ogre that has created such a terrible looking spot in Southeastern North Carolina but he has complied with everything the City has asked to do.  He referred to Dr. Camp’s comments on the trailers and pointed out the trailers are legal.  He concluded he is very much involved and interested in the property as owner and interested in what can be done to benefit all of Southeast Raleigh.  

Mr. Isley stated he does appreciate what has been done since January 2007 and some positive changes have been made.  He pointed out the City has assisted with the previous request such as parking signs. He stated he feels the additional police officers have made a positive impact as well as being a good neighbor. He stated the last thing they had to do is contract for landscaping, fence repair, and parking assistance and they are being done in good faith and should also have a very positive affect to the area.  He stated he does not view from what he has seen and heard as a case for a public nuisance and this would not be the Committee’s call and he knows there are others that may have serious concerns about what is going to be done.  He stated as he listened to all sides and he does see a vibrant economic engine for the community as well as an owner and manger interested in doing what it takes to get the property back in shape.  He pointed out he appreciates Dr. Camp’s concerns on how it impacts the neighborhood that he lives in.  He stated prior to any sell of property to the public or private investors he believes that Watson’s is trying to be a good and better neighbor.  

Mr. West stated when you look at sustainability you look at things that are economically strong, environmentally sound, and sociably acceptable.  He pointed out he did accept the information regarding the social acceptability in terms of the way things are and there is a need to look at issues related to environment .  He pointed out he has heard a lot of statements relating to having vendors there and stated its not just about commerce in Southeast Raleigh they want it to be good sound commerce and for it to be sociably acceptable.  He stated they want sustainable development just like you get in other areas of Raleigh.  He stated one of the problems from his perspective in trying to be objective about this whole process is the owners and operators need to make sure they partner with the community.  He pointed out a year ago he suggested they meet with the South CAC.  He stated you can be proactive or reactive and he feels the process is slow in terms of being proactive.  He stated if some of the matters brought to the table today had been offered earlier they would not be having this discussion in terms of making Watson’s Flea Market more sustainable.  Mr. West stated he is still of the opinion this should not be a long term issue for Southeast Raleigh being a gateway and there have been many studies and initiatives that bail him out relating to the fact that this is not something that he feels is going to achieve the objective that they have as it relates to the area becoming an economic developed focused area for improving the quality of life involving growth.  He pointed out he lives in the area as well and has a better perspective of what is going on.  He stated they certainly don’t want to take jobs and opportunities from people but there is also a responsibility that this particular facility is brought up to the standards that the community expects.  He pointed out they would have a hard and fixed case regarding public nuisance abatement and he hopes that some of the things that were offered in terms of the community especially the CAC have a role in terms to help to make the necessary changes so this will be sociably acceptable.  

Ms. Taliaferro stated because this is a joint meeting between the Law and Public Safety Committee and the Public Works Committee she would like to comment on the issues that focus on parking and transportation.  She stated the on street parking by itself caused many problems and the traffic congestion in the area.  She stated it seems to her these issues have been addressed but she will look to her colleagues for additional comments to prove satisfactory.  She pointed out the tow away zones they established on the street have made a big difference and having the off duty officers has controlled the traffic significantly and they have repaired the parking lot and she is suggesting the Public Works Committee report the item out with no further action but it be held as a standing item in Law and Public Safety Committee and have the committee continue to follow up on the other quality of life issues that have been discussed so they can make sure the fence is repaired and the creek is not any further impaired.  She called to her Public Works colleagues for their consensus on this.  Ms. Taliaferro motioned the item be reported out of Public Works Committee with no action taken.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which passed unanimously.
Mr. Stephenson stated he would be the first to thank the operators for their good faith efforts and pointed out this may have not been accomplished in a timely manner as many would have liked but he feels the effort needs to continue.  He stated he is concerned about the landscaping, and he hasn’t heard any comment about a time frame on the fence repairs.  He pointed another concern is on the produce trash issue as it relates to dumping. He pointed out one of the vendors confirmed dumping is going on and he feels they should be concerned about what type of management goes on in the off peak hours and there may be activity that is not being tracked.  He stated he would like these three items resolved.  

Mr. Isley stated it is a good idea to keep this in Law and Public Safety and pointed out the landscaping item seems to be in process.  He talked about the timeframe for the fence repair pointing out this needs to be done as soon as possible.  He stated once these are addressed perhaps they can have some good faith with the other ruling from a public nuisance aspect which he feels is more appropriate to have in Law and Public Safety.  He pointed out his hope would be this item be kept in Law and Public Safety so they can at least have dialogue from all parties.  He stated perhaps they can have Dr. Camp to go on site and show what is going on and he also want to employ the owner to have some degree of attendance to the various CAC’s which will allow knowledge of what the neighbors want and this will prevent this issue from coming to Committee again.  He advises as the Law and Public Safety Chair to keep this in Law and Public Safety Committee.  

Mr. West stated this has drug on too long and it is okay to talk about people talking and coming together.  He stated perception has a lot to do with the way people behave.  He stated apparently there has been some confusion pointing out Mr. Simmons said he has been to a CAC meeting but he does not remember any discussion at the CAC meeting.  He expressed concern about Community Services helping to facilitate or negotiate some controversial issues with the parties involved pointing out Community Services is responsible for the CACs and he feels they should ask Community Services Director Watkins to play a role to try and bring these parties together.  He stated Mr. Watkins stated not only would he be willing to work with the community long term but also put the best use to this area.  He stated they need a complete comprehensive organized effort to make sure the problems are resolved short term and long term.  

Ms. Taliaferro confirmed with City Attorney McCormick if the Public Works Committee could singly vote on reporting this item out with no action taken.  Ms. Taliaferro motioned the item be reported out of Public Works Committee with no action taken.  Her motion was seconded by Mr. Craven and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  She stated she would like for this to remain in Law and Public Safety Committee to resolve the concerns of Mr. Stephenson on landscaping, fence repair and off peak produce operations relating to trash and off hours management.  Mr. West stated he would like to see in addition to what Mr. Stephenson has suggested to allow the facilitation process because the process is more than just an item and he feels it is a healing process.  Mr. Isley stated they have forty five to sixty days to try and get everyone together.  Mr. West stated he preferred forty five days.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out Memorial Day starts the peak season at the flea market.  

Assistant City Manager Prosser confirmed the second meeting in May would be about forty five days.  Ms. Taliaferro stated this would be a good time to meet again.  Mr. Isley confirmed the date will be May 22, 2007 and they would plan to discuss Item #05-18 – Watson Flea Market – Various Concerns at this time.  Ms. Taliaferro pointed out the discussion will include Mr. Stephenson’s three items but will not be limited to those and needs to include working with the community and other issues that were discussed.  

Mr. West stated he is assuming Assistant City Manager Prosser is in a position to communicate this relating to the facilitation will Mr. Prosser stated he would follow up on this issue.  

Adjournment - There being no further business, Mr. Isley announced the meeting adjourned at 5: 50 p.m.

Daisy Harris-Overby

Assistant Deputy Clerk

Dho/LPS 04/10/2007
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