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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Law and Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:

Committee






Staff

Chairman, Philip R. Isley, Presiding


Assistant City Manager Howe 

James P. West





City Attorney Tom McCormick 

Rodger Koopman




Sergeant James Medlin 







Lieutenant Perry (RPD)

Chairman Isley called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. and the following item(s) were discussed with action taken as shown.  
Item 07-23 - Solid Waste Fees – Georgetown Townhomes - Chairman Isley pointed out this item would be deferred.  Assistant City Manager pointed out Staff received several calls from the community and they respectfully requested this item be deferred Mr. Isley stated the item would be deferred.  
Item 07 -20 – Lawsuit – Wayne and Gloria Johnson – Assistant City Manager Howe stated this item had been pulled.  City Attorney McCormick expressed concern that his office was not notified of the request to have the item pulled.  Assistant Deputy Clerk Overby informed the group that Mr. Johnson called to request a deferral because of medical problems.  She pointed out Mr. Johnson would like for this item to be deferred until further notice from him because of his medical condition or release from the doctor.  Mr. Isley questioned how this item was placed in Committee initially and if it is possible for the Committee to direct Staff to speak with Mr. Johnson to resolve the issue by doing some type of payment plan. Mr. McCormick stated he feels since Mr. Johnson’s fines and penalties were reduced so much Staff’s position would be not to do a payment plan.  Mr. West explained how the case was referred to Committee from Council.  The group briefly discussed what happened at Council as well as a request made by Mr. Johnson to have the item held until further notice.  Mr. Isley stated the item would be deferred until the next meeting.  Assistant Deputy Clerk Overby reiterated Mr. Johnson’s medical condition to the group as his cause for being absent today and request to be deferred until further notice.  Chairman Isley stated Mr. Johnson could submit an affidavit to the Committee. 
Item 07 - 06 - Cowper Drive Park-Stream Restoration/Stabilization – Chairman Isley stated he believes the Committee would set a date for a walk through of this site today.  Assistant City Manager Howe stated this item was scheduled primarily to establish a walk through.  The Committee and group briefly discussed what time and day of the month would be suitable.  The group also discussed a suitable place for everyone to meet and begin the tour.  Mr. Isley stated the site tour would be scheduled on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 4:30 pm.  This item was held in Committee.  

Item 07 – 24 Temporary Street Closings – Notification - Assistant City Manager Howe stated this item is regarding a temporary street closing associated with marathons and road races and how neighborhoods are affected by them.  Many neighborhoods along Hillsborough Street are affected by these type events.  He stated it is apparent that some people are affected more than others.  He stated the Police Department has some comments.  
Mr. Isley briefly discussed policy as it relates to consistency and pointed out he has put on two road races several years ago.  There have been a lot of problems with churches relating to notification.  

Mr. Koopman questioned what happens if he lived on a street and he could not get to his home because of an event.  

Sergeant James Medlin (RPD) - stated on this particular case the City PIO put out information about the particular race.  He is not sure that the volunteers went into the neighborhood and alerted the residents but they have made a conscious effort to ask the organizer to do this.  The police will try and make more of a conservative effort to inform the neighborhood of the upcoming related events.  He pointed out there are forty five road races per year and the police are evaluating the routes to see if they can be altered to better accommodate the neighbors and businesses as well. Mr. Isley pointed out there are a lot of through streets and the police are responsible to see that residents get through.  Sergeant Medlin stated he feels they do a pretty good job but the police will put forth an extra effort to see that residents have cross access. He will make every effort to let the officers on these posts know to put forth an extra effort to allow the residents cross access as well as tenants in business offices.     
Mr. Howe stated Staff utilizes the Community Services Division to notify via email through CAC efforts.  He talked with Community Services Director Kristen Rosselli to see if she could coordinate with the Police to make it priority to get the word out via email.  He is a member of a church that is often affected and he usually gets notices by email and feels this is fairly effective in all neighborhoods that are generally pretty active.        
Mr. West expressed concern there would be a problem with CAC’s because it would cover a small percentage of residents pointing out as it relates to people maybe flyers or leaflets would help.  Mr. Howe stated he feels the leaflets are a good idea but NCSU Park Community has a wide range in email network and this covers a pretty broad sector.   Emailing is a very accurate way to cover this type of issue.  Mr. West stated he feels Mr. Howe is right but he was concerned because he thought Mr. Howe was speaking on some type of CAC mailing list but feels this is the proper help needed.  
Mr. Isley stated he would like to make sure Mr. Isleib would be contacted when there is any event or activity scheduled on Henderson Street.  
Mr. Koopman feels it should be possible to go to the City of Raleigh’s web and subscribe to and have these type emails available.  Mr. Howe stated this depends on their strategy to customize and develop this and it is being worked on.  
Mr. West stated it is hard to close areas where these events take place.  The Downtown Raleigh Alliance has some type of role in coordinating some of this and it would be good to touch base because they are more actively involved in this process.  
Mr. Koopman reiterated his concern is ingress or egress for the residents.           
Sergeant James Medlin (RPD) stated he works in the division where permits are issued and Sergeant Gary Wall issues most of the permits. He assured the police department will make a strong effort to make it clear to the organizers what their responsibilities are and what the Raleigh Police Department would like for them to do as it relates to street closing notifications.  
Mr. Isley questioned the City Attorney as to how the item should be reported out.  Mr. McCormick advised the item should be reported out with Administration continuing to follow up or monitor the events as they relate or apply to traffic issues, street closings and notification.  By consensus the Committee recommends this item be reported out of Committee with Administration monitoring complaints by citizens regarding traffic issues and street closing notifications for special events.   The item was reported out.  
07-25 Aurora Night Club – Concerns – Lieutenant Perry RPD stated the primary issue with this item is the amplified entertainment permit.  Mr. West questioned where the night club is located.  Lieutenant Perry stated the club is located at 2526 Hillsborough Street.  Mr. West questioned whether it is located near the University with Lieutenant Perry stating it is located near Polk Street.  He stated he has been out there for two years and he knows the issue precedes his time in the district but it seems to be some issues with regard to designated parking.  He stated in working through their probationary rent occupancy permit officer he has many roles with their district.  The owner has identified himself as Mr. Allan Hutchison and Lieutenant Perry stated he does not know that the AEP was initially issued to him.  There seems to be some issues with the ownership of the club.  The department has received complaints primarily from two residents.   Lieutenant Perry pointed out he had their crime analyst do a comprehensive listing of the calls for service at the location for the past twelve months and in looking at the report on 2526 Hillsborough Street there has been no problems except in regard to 911 calls relating to patrons leaving the establishment.  From this aspect the police are monitoring patrons as they leave the club.  The current problem relates to blocking driveways, beeping of horns, the sound of stereos, etc. at two a.m.   
Mr. McCormick stated he feels the primary issue is who the actual owners are and the secondary issue is as to what difference this would make in terms of how the ordinance was written.  He explained there was remission of parking but the additional establishment came to Council and was granted some concession regarding parking.  He stated Walt Fulcher would be talking about this issue later and currently they appear to be in compliance while the main issue is one of noise.     

Lieutenant Perry stated they did an inspection on March 21, 2009 and Mr. Hutchison was charged with violation of the amplified entertainment permit.  He explained the front door to the club was open and the music could be heard.  He pointed out there was a violation from the Fire Department as well for some expired fire extinguishers.  
Walt Fulcher, Zoning Administrator stated he would like to add the parking issue has been around and the AEP was revoked in August, 2006 from the current owner, Mr. Hutchison but Mr. Patel was the previous owner that petitioned Council to have Staff consider parking that is available on NCSU’s campus.  After looking at available parking this was when the revocation was rescinded.  He stated the Inspections Director Larry Strickland received some documentation confirming there is a partnership between Mr. Patel and Mr. Hutchison.   The group briefly discussed parking in the area.  
Mr. McCormick stated they need to look into this a little more as it relates to violations and who the correct owner is.  He stated by the Council rescinding the revocation and stating parking was alright at NCSU this binds Staff and you can’t say its okay for one person and not the next person.  . Mr. West questioned whether there is any criteria relating to owner statutes.  The City Attorney briefly explained the application process and stated the ordinance is not as rigid and the AEP probably should be and needs to be changed.  The item was held in Committee.
Adjournment - There being no further business, Mr. Isley announced the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  
Daisy Harris Overby 

Assistant Deputy Clerk 
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