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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Law and Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at the corner of Cowper Drive and Glenn Avenue, Raleigh, North Carolina at 4:30 p.m. with the following present:

Committee




Staff

Mr. Isley, Presiding



Assistant City Manager Howe
Mr. West




City Attorney Tom McCormick
Mr. Rodger Koopman
 (arrived 4:45 p.m.)
Planner Mark Senior







Planner Amy Hathaway






Assistant Parks Superintendent Dickey








Also Present







Todd St. John, Kimley Horne & Associates








Darren Pale, Kimley Horne & Associates








Rob Boyette, 1010 Cowper Drive








Buddy Wheeless, Address Unknown








Winston Paige, Address Unknown
These are summary minutes unless otherwise indicated.

Mr. Isley called the meeting to order indicating this meeting was for the discussion of the creek stabilization project for the Cowper Drive Park.
Senior Planner Mark Senior described the scope of the project noting the proposal is to rework the creek bed along the length of Cowper Drive.  Assistant City Manager Dan Howe noted some repairs have already taken place at the southern end of the creek involving the installation of head pipes and culverts.

Mr. West questioned whether this item was previously discussed in the Public Works Committee with Mr. Senior talking about the history of the creek project noting there is the local opposition to the project and that the current proposal will be in compliance with current buffer regulations.

Mr. Wheeless indicated the neighbors had obtained the services of their own soil analysis pointing out the entire project could be completed for approximately $50,000.  Mr. Howe and Mr. Senior stated the City’s scope of the project would cost approximately $450,000.

Discussion took place regarding the creek bed and the optional changes that would be made including removal and replacement of certain plants and trees.
Mr. Boyette stating most of the neighbors have been here for a long time and pointed out the creek is always been in place and the banks have always been stabilized.  Mr. Paige talked about the City’s recent project over at Bishop’s Park pointing out some of the plants that were replaced in that project have already died.  He noted the City only maintains the grass area and does not do any other plant maintenance.  He stated the erosion along the Cowper Drive Creek has been negligible over the years and conditions are better now than there were before.  He stated the amount of money the City proposes to spend on this project is overkill.
Mr. Boyette suggested that the City’s staff perform a water quality test now and then conduct a second test to establish proposed water quality goals.  He expressed his belief that he is not convinced that the money proposed by the City staff is worth the project.
Mr. Wheeless stated he was told that all the trees within the present creek bed would be removed with Mr. Senior responding that only smaller trees that were on the creek bed would be removed; however, the more mature trees will remain.

Lengthy discussion took place regarding which trees would remain and what trees would be removed from the project.
Mr. St. John presented pictures of samples of the creek bed stabilizations his company has performed.

Mr. Wheeless questioned what the neighbors will get for the $450,000 proposed for the project with Mr. Senior responding the neighbors will get a stabilized creek bank with Mr. Wheeler responding that there is no proof that the creek bank is unstable now.
Over the next 30 minutes, members of the Committee, City staff, and the public walked the creek bank discussing which trees were to remain or be removed, the location of the 40-foot creek buffer, and comparable creek bed stabilization projects in other locations.
Also discussed were certain areas of erosion and how natural vegetation is holding portions of the erosion in place.

Discussion took place regarding the possibility of using some of the money for this project for creek bed stabilization at the intersection of Wade Avenue and Capital Boulevard and enlisting the cooperation of NCDOT in this effort.
Mr. Isley suggested that staff talk with the residents hired experts with comparing the differing costs of the project.

Following lengthy discussion Mr. Isley made a motion to ask staff to talk with the neighbor’s consultants S&EC to bid out the project in that report and go to NCDOT to discuss the possibility of using money for this project to fix the overpass issue.  Mr. West questioned which overpass is being mentioned with Mr. Senior pointing out it is the section of the Pigeon House Tributary at Capital Boulevard and Wade Avenue.  Mr. West seconded Mr. Isley’s motion, which was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  
Following brief discussion, it was agreed to hold the item in Committee for further discussion.

Adjournment:

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

Ralph L. Puccini

Assistant Deputy Clerk
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