
Law & Public Safety Committee

June 9, 2009


LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Law & Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, June 9, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present:
Committee






Staff
Chairman Philip R. Isley, Presiding


Assistant City Manager Dan Howe
Co-Chairman James P. West – late arrival

City Attorney Tom McCormick

Rodger Koopman




Senior Project Engineer Mark Senior








Senior Parks Planner Stephen Bentley
Chairman Isley called the meeting to order at 4:31 p.m.
Item #07-06– Cowper Drive Park – Stream Restoration/Stabilization
The following memorandum from Stormwater Utility Manager Danny Bowden was included in the agenda packets:

Stormwater staff is continuing work on the reduced scale stream enhancement project as approved at the May 19th Council meeting and we are moving the project toward construction.  The project will be scaled back to address only those areas experiencing severe erosion as recommended by the consultant hired by the neighbors.

I have had preliminary discussions with the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) concerning a potential project at the intersection of Capital Boulevard and Wade Avenue.  They have indicated interest in the project, but have also indicated NCDOT has no available funding for the project.

Below are the minutes from the May 19th Council meeting concerning this item.


Chairperson Isley reported the Law and Public Safety Committee recommends that staff work with the neighbors' consultants (S&EC) to bid out their suggested project and report its findings back to the Committee for a cost comparison.  The Committee further recommends that staff approach NCDOT to discuss the possibility of using part of the funds allocated for the Cowper Drive Park stream restoration/stabilization to address the stream bank issue at the Pigeon House tributary at the intersection of Capital Boulevard and Wade Avenue.


This item will be retained in Committee for further discussion.


On behalf of the Committee, Mr. Isley moved the recommendation be upheld.  His motion was seconded by Mr. West and a roll call vote resulted in all members voting in the affirmative (Baldwin absent and excused).  The Mayor ruled the motion adopted on a 7-0 vote.

The Committee may wish to refer this item out of Committee and to Administration as we are continuing to move forward as per the Committee's previous recommendation.

Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information.

Chairman Isley asked Stormwater Division Senior Project Engineer Mark Senior about staff's meeting with the neighbors' consultants, Soil and Environmental Consultants, P.A. (S&EC).  Mr. Senior explained that the City's consultant had already prepared plans for the entire project, including those areas that had been looked at and were severely eroded.  The intent was to take those plans and make sure that those areas they were looking at agreed with the other consultant's recommendation.  If they had to tweak the plans, they would tweak them for simplicity and either use City forces or add that to an existing contract to get that work done in those four areas that were discussed.
Chairman Isley asked if this item would need to be placed on the City Council's consent agenda to approve funding.  Mr. Senior replied funding is already in place for the full project.  If a new contract for actual construction is necessary, the item may have to come back to the City Council.

MR. WEST ARRIVES AT THE MEETING AT 4:33 P.M.
Mr. Senior suggested that before the project goes to construction, staff and the consultants would invite the neighbors to a meeting to inform them of the project and make sure they are in agreement.
Chairman Isley made a motion to report this item out with City staff continuing to work with S&EC to bid out the four eroded areas and once those tweaks are made and the parties are in agreement, report to City Administration on the Consent Agenda.  Additionally, there will be one meeting of City staff and the neighborhood to make sure everyone is in agreement with the project.  Mr. Koopman seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote of 3-0.
Chairman Isley stated he had not been notified of today's meeting.  He requested that in the future, City staff communicate with him directly regarding Law and Public Safety Committee meeting schedules.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Committee, Chairman Isley announced the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.

Leslie H. Eldredge

Deputy City Clerk
2

