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LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Law and Public Safety Committee of the City of Raleigh met on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Raleigh Municipal Building, 222 West Hargett Street, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, Raleigh, North Carolina, with the following present: 



Committee





Staff


Chairman Philip R. Isley, Presiding 

Assistant City Manager Prosser


James P. West




City Attorney Tom McCormick  


Rodger Koopman (Absent)


Chief Harry Dolan








Captain J.C. Perry








Transportation Manager Kennon
Chairman Isley called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. and the following item(s) were discussed with action taken as shown.  Mr. Koopman was absent and excused. 
Item #07 – 28 – S. T. Wooten Plant – Concerns – Chairman Isley stated this will be his last Law and Public Safety Committee meeting.  He stated he has been here since December 4, 2001.  He has served the entire eight years on this Committee and Chaired for the last six years.  During this time he has only worked with two Chiefs in the Raleigh Police Department.  He stated this is fortunate for the City of Raleigh.

City Attorney McCormick stated on behalf of Mr. Isley’s remarks he would like to introduce Chief Harry Dolan of the Raleigh Police Department to present Mr. Isley with a special presentation. 
Chief Dolan stated on behalf of the Raleigh Police Department they would like to express a small portion of their appreciation by presenting to him a plaque with the Police Department’s badge log on it.  He said they would like to thank him for the dedication and leadership he has given the Law and Public Safety Committee as a member from 2001 to 2009 and as Chair from 2003-2009.  

Chairman Isley stated he knows quite a few people in the City of Raleigh.  He stated through experiences with the Fire, Police, and Public Works and the various services it has been quite a pleasure to serve on this Committee.  He stated the Committee has been very efficient as much as they possibly could.  He talked about an email he received relating to the Taxi Cab Ordinance.  He said the email was from and King Karl’s Kab Company.  He stated the email read “in his country no one would have ever listened to him but the Committee heard him not one time but four times and made changes relating to his issues and concerns.  Mr. Isley expressed a since of appreciation for the compliment to the Committee.  He stated it has been a pleasure working with Mr. West and Mr. Koopman.  He is proud they have done a good job serving the citizens of Raleigh and you never realize how much you do that impacts others.  He stated he will miss Staff, the Clerks Office, and others that have made the Committee serve as efficient as it has.  
Mr. West stated he would like to comment.  He really has enjoyed working with Mr. Isley. He talked about how the concerns of the Committee made them as a group go out on the road. He stated they have listened and made friends during their endeavors.  He talked about Chief Dolan’s involvement with the Tarboro Road Neighborhood Concerns that started with a homicide and where the group has come in result of this.  He stated it is a wise person who knows when to quit.     
Assistant City Manager Prosser stated Mr. Kennon of Transportation has a report on this item.  

Transportation Manager Kennon stated starting back as early as 2005 Staff was contacted by Mr. Bob Holland on behalf of his mother Ms. Moselle Holland who resides at 217 Powell Drive which is very close to the Wooten Plant.  Their concerns were a high number of trucks using Powell Drive as a cut through to Hillsborough Street and Western Boulevard.  He talked about the Public Works truck route puzzle while giving the truck route on an aerial map.  He stated they codify truck routes and as citizens contact the department they try to educate or explain to companies that violate the ordinance exactly what route they should take.  He explained if a citizen contacts the Public Works Division and says they have seen company A, B, and C come through.  They will write a letter to a specific company to explain the concerns, the truck route ordinance, and the proper routes.  He explained sometimes there is the perception from the citizen and the question is what a truck is.  He briefly explained the 3 axle truck versus the 2 axle vehicle as it relates to a violation.  He stated many times citizens think a UPS truck is in violation but it is not.  A truck coming out of a concrete or asphalt plant would be a violation.  He briefly explained the actions that have been taken in the last four years concerning this area.  He pointed out the truck routes to Hillsborough Street.  He stated the ordinance states a driver should leave their origin and travel to the nearest truck route.  He talked about signage that has been installed since 2005.  There is a sign on Powell Drive that says no trucks.   Staff has written S.T. Wooten Corporation on numerous occasions over the four years and indicated what the proper truck routes are.  Staff has been out on many occasions and they have never seen a violation and have tried to explain to Ms. Holland what is regulated and what is not.  Part of the confusion is Ms. Holland does not want to see any trucks at all and the ordinance is not written this way.  He concluded every letter sent to a company is copied to the Raleigh Police Department.  
Captain Perry of the Raleigh Police Department stated they have deployed officers to watch this location as best they could between answering 911 calls.  He echoes what Mr. Kennon says about some of this being a perception issue.  Many trucks that come through the area are 2 axle vehicles and he feels there may be some misunderstanding.  The Police Department has stopped by S.T. Wooten Corporation and had a very pleasant conversation with them.  Some of the concerns involved concrete dusts and other debris being left behind and the Police have required them to take the truck route and they have complied.  He said they have take enforcement action in the last month once but it was not with S.T. Wooten Corporation.   
Lacy Reaves, Smith Anderson Law Firm – stated he has Butch Walter accompanying him today who is a Senior Engineer for the S.T. Wooten Corporation.  He stated they are here just because they happened to see this item on the agenda.  S.T. Wooten Corporation and Mr. Walter was concerned enough to come to the meeting to assure the Committee that the company is trying hard with its personnel to comply with the City’s regulations and will continue to do so.  
Chairman Isley stated he wishes Mr. Holland was present to comment.  Mr. Kennon stated Mr. Holland lives in Charlotte and has brought this to Staff’s attention on behalf of his elderly mother who resides at 217 Powell Drive and does not get out.  Mr. Isley questioned whether the dump trucks are complying.  Mr. Kennon confirmed these are two axle trucks.  Mr. Isley stated it appears there is good rapport and S.T. Wooten Corporation is really not causing any problems.  He appreciates Mr. Reaves’s comments and he feels S.T. Wooten Corporation is doing everything possible to educate the drivers.  Mr. Isley motioned to report this item out with no action taken it was seconded by Mr. West and passed unanimously.  
Mr. West stated it is reassuring that Mr. Reaves and Mr. Walter want to be good corporate citizens and this is something else to be addressed.  

City Attorney McCormick stated the recommendation should reflect based on the recent monitoring of Powell Drive there is no evidence of any violation.  
The recommendation of the Committee is based on recent monitoring of the Powell Drive vicinity.  Staff has reported there is no evidence of any violations.  The Committee recommends this item be reported out with no action taken. This is unanimous.  
Adjournment - There being no further business, Mr. Isley announced the meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.  
Daisy Harris Overby 

Assistant Deputy Clerk 
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