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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The Public Works Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, November 23, 2010, at 5:00 p.m., in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present:

      Committee




Staff
Chairperson Stephenson

Public Works Director Dawson

Mr. Odom



Deputy City Attorney Botvinick

Mr. Weeks



Assistant Public Utilities Director Massengill

Chairperson Stephenson called the meeting to order and Council Member Odom led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following items were discussed with actions taken as shown:

Item #09-20 PU2010-1 Bentley Woods Phase II Annexation Area Sewer.  Council Members received the following memorandum in their agenda packet.

The Bentley Wood Phase II area was annexed into the City on July 1, 2009.  North Carolina General Statues require that utility service be provided within two years of the annexation date (June 30, 2011) to residents who request service.  Four residents requested sanitary sewer service upon annexation. 

The streets within the annexation area were not accepted for maintenance by the City at the lime of annexation.  NCDQT retained maintenance responsibility for the streets. 

The water and sewer mains designed within the street right-of-way were required to be located well outside the pavement areas along the shoulder of the streets, because NCDOT does not allow utilities to be installed within the pavement area.  The location of the utilities required acquisition of significant permanent and temporary construction easements to accommodate installation of the utilities along the front lawns of the properties along the streets. 

Easement costs are included in the calculation of the estimated assessments.  The additional easements needed along the Street rights-of-way increased the estimated assessment cost to each property. 

During the public hearing (July 6. 2010) required to authorize assessment for the utility improvements, City Council referred the issue to the Public Works Committee and directed staff to reconsider accepting the street for City maintenance so the utilities could be installed within or near the street pavement area, thus significantly reducing the need for easements along the front lawns of the residents. 

The Public Works Department subsequently agreed to accept the maintenance responsibility for the streets.  The utility plans are currently being redesigned to locate the utility within or adjacent to the street pavements areas. 

Locating the utilities within the street areas have significantly reduced the easement needs and associated landscape damages (grass, shrubs, trees, etc.) along the front lawns by the following amounts: 


Permanent Easements

-4,750 SF 


Temp. Construction Easement
-12,700 SF 


Landscape Damages 

-17,500 SF 

In addition to the reduction in landscaping damages within the additional easement areas, approximately 40,500 SF of landscaping damages within the rights-of-way will also be avoided by shifting the utilities to within or near the pavement. 

The reduced easement acquisition costs have resulted in reduced estimated assessment amounts for each property, as follows: 


LF Rate Adjustment (with projected” easement costs)


‘projected” easement costs 
$95,000.00


     divided by centerline footage of all sewer
  _6,679.70


equals easement $ per CL Ft
$       14.22


     divided by 2
                 2


equals easements per Ft per side 
$         7.11


    plus FY 10-11 assessment base rate (per Ft per Side) 
$       50.08

    equals adjusted project rate per Ft per side 
$       57.19


Per Lot Calculation 


assessable sewer footage
8,35.33


times adjusted project LF rate
 $         57.19


    total assessable dollars to be assessed 
$475,048.13


    less total assessments on LF method 
$  33,742.75

    equals net assessable dollars per lot 
$441,305.38

divided by total tots on r lot method
                58

equals per lot assessment 
$    6,489.79

This is a reduction of approximately $552.00 per lot in the “estimated” sewer assessment amounts previously calculated ($7,042 per lot). 
Mr. Odom pointed out this has been before the Council Committee for a long time and the big issue at public hearing was whether the City could accept the street from maintenance so the utilities could be installed within or near the street.  The Public Works Department has agreed that they could accept the maintenance responsibilities and the utility plans are now being redesign to locate within or adjacent to the street pavements so everyone seems to be happy.

Patrick Perry, 7201 Norton Lane pointed out he and others have been in contact with the City all through the process.  He indicated the original proposal which would in and require temporary easements cause problems would be a loss of trees, etc.  He stated the property owners came to the July 2 hearing and the Council heard their message.  He stated they are pleased with the solution as outlined in the memo.  It will be less expensive for the City and the property owners and he feels it is a win-win situation.  He stated this is the first time his neighborhood has had real contact with the City since they were annexed into the City.  They have been very impressed with the City’s helpful attitude and customer service and they appreciate everything.

Mr. Odom moved approval of the installation of the sewer line as advertised.  His motion was seconded by Mr. Weeks and put to a vote which passed unanimously.  Mr. Stephenson moved the motion adopted.

Adjournment.  There being no further business Mr. Stephenson announced the meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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