
Public Works Committee Minutes


September 9, 2014

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The Public Works Committee of the City of Raleigh met in regular session on Tuesday, September 9, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, North Carolina with the following present:



Committee




Staff
Councilor Eugene Weeks, Chairman

Public Works Director Carl Dawson
Councilor Wayne Maiorano


Assistant City Attorney Dorothy Leapley
Councilor John Odom



Senior Stormwater Engineer Mark Senior

These are summary minutes unless otherwise indicated.

Mr. Weeks called the meeting to order and the following item was discussed with action taken as shown.

Item #13-08 – Stormwater Quality Cost Share Policy.  This item was previously discussed during the Public Works Committee’s July 22, 2014 meeting and held over for further discussion.
Public Works Director Carl Dawson noted this currently under review with the Stormwater Management Advisory Commission (SMAC) as part of its City Council-approved works program.
Senior Stormwater Engineer Mark Senior referred to previous discussion on this item as well as staff’s report included in the agenda packet and confirmed SMAC is reviewing the cost share policy program.  He stated even with the current incentives there was little response from citizens as the cost benefits were less than expected except where cisterns were installed to capture and use rainwater.  He stated SMAC is also reviewing the policy to ensure follow-up that stormwater devices once installed are maintained.
Chairman Weeks indicated since SMAC is reviewing the policy, perhaps the Committee should wait for SMAC to report its findings before recommending any action.  He expressed his belief the Committee should not duplicate SMAC’s work.  He noted there are questions regarding the objective of SMAC’s report and again suggested holding the item in Committee until SMAC presents its report and any recommendations, and then report the item back out to the full City Council.
Councilor Odom expressed his belief the current policy is not working as well as it should.  Discussion took place regarding the City’s return on investment for stormwater retention devices with Senior Engineer Senior stating SMAC is willing to address the Committee’s concerns during the policy review.

Councilor Maiorano stated his biggest issues are water quality and stormwater management.  He expressed a need to find solutions for the future and urged SMAC to address the big picture in its scope of work.  Senior Engineer Senior noted SMAC is also looking at addressing EPA directives pointing out some of the cisterns are connected to the sanitary sewer system and stated the Public Utilities Department still has to treat that water once it enters the sanitary sewer system.

Public Works Director Dawson stated when this program stared the City was in a season of drought and cisterns were proposed to catch and retain rainwater.  He stated developers and citizens were asking for economic incentives to install the cisterns; however, even with the waiver of the stormwater fee, it would take a long time to recuperate the cost for installing a cistern.  He stated the value-added costs from some of the existing projects are questionable at best.

Councilor Maiorano stated capturing rainwater is a good thing; however, the cost benefit is his concern.  He called for a cost analysis of the policy as it has been in place thus far.

Councilor Odom noted there are stormwater projects still under construction with Public Works Director Dawson pointing out the City needs to honor its commitment to complete the projects.  Senior Engineer Senior noted the Union Station project is not yet underway; however SMAC approved the project and it is ready to be presented to the City Council for final approval.
Councilor Maiorano expressed concern regarding the small return for such a large investment in the projects.  He suggested placing a moratorium on further projects until SMAC presents its findings.

Brief discussion took place regarding the cost for the Union Station stormwater project.

Following further discussion, Councilor moved to retain this item in Committee, recommend placing a moratorium on new applications under the Stormwater Quality Cost Share program until SMAC presents its report and any recommendations to the Committee and the report and recommendations are presented to the full Council.  His motion was seconded by Councilor Maiorano and put to a vote and passed unanimously.  Chairman Weeks ruled the motion adopted.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, Chairman Weeks announced the meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

Ralph L. Puccini

Assistant Deputy Clerk
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