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TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION MINUTES

The Technology and Communication Committee of the City of Raleigh met at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 1, 2014, in Conference Room 305 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC with the following present:


Committee





Staff
Councilor Gaylord – Chair


Public Affairs Director Jayne Kirkpatrick

Councilor Maiorano



Planner Brandon Poole







Assistant Public Affairs Director Mark Williams







Economic Development Director Sauls







Chief Information Officer Roper

Chairman Gaylord called the meeting to order and the following items were discussed with action taken as shown.  

Item #13-04 – Start-Up Businesses – Communications/Opportunities.  Chairperson Gaylord pointed out he and other Council members had received an email from representatives of Lucky Pie Gallery asking how the City could help with their kick start and other efforts to allow them to move to Raleigh.  

Mr. Maiorano pointed out he was copied on the email.  There is an indication that his brother is involved in some way pointing out he had not discussed the issue with his brother but it may be at some time during this conversation, depending on the request, he may ask to be excused.  He questions what made the owners of Lucky Pie reach out to the city.
Ashley Faries and Amanda Almazas, owners of Lucky Pie Gallery indicated they started the gallery a couple of years ago to serve as an outlet for local creators.  They pointed out their space is now slated for demolition and they are looking for a permanent location and the possibility of moving their business to Raleigh.  They explained the concept pointing out they hope to expand their gallery and turn it into an art café catering to local artists, coffee, wines, foods, etc.  They are also looking at an art focus nonprofit as they feel it would be good for the area.  Ms. Faries explained the project is dear to their hearts, they have worked on getting it established and they want to relocate to Raleigh.  She explained the concept of an art café and their nonprofit art gallery.  She talked about Dean Maiorano’s work with nonprofits, veterans, how he may be involved in their nonprofit, the number of artists they are working with now and how they want to open their doors to provide others with a creative outlet.  They explained they lack the funding and have started kick start.  They talked about how they had built the campaign, how they have been helped by other artists, supporters, etc.

Mr. Gaylord pointed out the City could not make a direct contribution but may be able to help with an indirect contribution such as helping them with their kick start efforts, contacts, other social media.

Economic Development Director James Sauls provided a copy of the Business Resource Guide, which talks about what the City offers, explains partnerships with other groups, and the work they do to help promote businesses in the area.  He pointed out the city does not have any funding at the present time but the City Council in this year’s budget did create a $100,000 for innovation fund and while it wouldn’t work for the present issues, it may be something in the future.  He talked about the City’s ability to keep Lucky Pie owners to make business connections, suggestions on the kick start platform, the City’s ability to work with other groups to get them some exposure, etc.  They can work with Lucky Pie Gallery owners to help plug them into the community through social media, work through website, social media, possibly spotlight their efforts, etc.  He stated he would be happy to work with the owners, talk with them about making the contacts and introduce them to various business entities, etc.  
Mr. Maiorano questioned if they had reached out to other arts organizations with Ms. Almazas talking about some social events they have attended and their email to Council was an example of how they have reached out.  

Mr. Gaylord talked about how the City helps businesses get started and get them off the ground.  He stated he wanted to review the item in the committee to talk about whether the City wants to help with branding or how to help in the early stages of a business, ways to connect potential funders in the city with startup businesses, etc.  Mr. Sauls pointed out the City does have personnel dedicated to help with startups.  He stated he would be glad to work with the owners so they can learn about connections, etc.  
Mr. Maiorano questioned if they had made connections with the Raleigh Arts Commission and talked about the work of the Arts Commission, contacts with Sarah Corbin as well as the Arts Director Gerald Bolas.  Mr. Maiorano questioned if the committee wanted to make a formal referral of the request to the Arts Commission, and whether the Arts Commission should have input.  The Arts Commission grant process was talked about with it being explained that the new grant funding cycle is starting fairly soon and may be the owners of Lucky Pie Gallery could contract Arts Director Gerald Bolas and he could provide some input.  Mr. Sauls could work with the group on the social component, making connections, etc.  Mr. Maiorano questioned if they have approached the Chamber of Commerce or Shop Local Raleigh – Jennifer Martin.  Ms. Almazus pointed out they are working with Kick Start, they are trying to be producers rather than just be consumers.  They thanked the committee for their time and suggestions.  

It was agreed to report the item out with no further action.

Adjournment.  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
Gail G. Smith

City Clerk
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