ZONING MINUTES 

The City Council and the Planning Commission of the City of Raleigh met jointly on Tuesday, February 5, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Room 201 of the Raleigh Municipal Building, Avery C. Upchurch Government Complex, 222 West Hargett Street, Raleigh, NC, for the purpose of conducting hearing to consider applications to change the zoning ordinance which includes the zoning district map, text changes, and Comprehensive Planning amendments as advertised.  The following members were present:

City Council





Planning Commission

Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Presiding


Linda Harris Edmisten, Chair

Mayor Pro-Tem, Eugene Weeks


Marvin Butler (Absent) 
Mary-Ann Baldwin (Arrived at 6:37 p.m.)

John Buxton 
Thomas Crowder 




Quince Fleming

Bonner Gaylord 




Mitchell Fulcher (Absent)
John Odom





Waheed Haq 

Randall Stagner




Erin Sterling Lewis (Arrived at 6:42 p.m.)

Russ Stephenson (Absent)

 

Isabel Mattox







Steven Schuster






Adam Terando
Mayor McFarlane called the meeting to order and explained the procedure for the zoning hearings, information and comments that could be made, and explained that the City Council and the Planning Commission had made an on-site inspection of each site under consideration for rezoning.  She explained that prior to each zoning case, a Planning Staff member would refer the proposed zoning application, pointing out locations of Raleigh, present zones, proposed zones, usage and conditions as applicable.  She stated that following the hearing each case would automatically be referred to the Planning Commission.  Mayor McFarlane stated that due to the length of the agenda each side has a total of eight minutes to present their case.  

The following item(s) were discussed with action(s) taken as shown:

REZONING Z-16-13 EAST DAVIE STREET, CONDITIONAL USE - HEARING – REFERRED TO THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Senior Planner Travis Crane explained this is located on East Davie Street, south side, between South East Street and Chavis Way, being Wake County PINs 1703971116 (Stone’s Warehouse), 1703971002, and 1703972121.  He pointed out approximately 2.02 acres are requested by the City Raleigh to be rezoned from NB & R-20, NB & R-20, PDD, and RB w/ PDD, to NB & 1{-20 w/ PDD and RB w/PDD. Conditions provide that site development shall be in accordance with a Master Plan.  
MAYOR MCFARLANE OPENED THE HEARING TO THE PUBLIC 
Proponents 
Vann Joines, Joines LLC & Landmark Asset Services stated the idea for the redevelopment of this site is to utilize the historic Stone’s Warehouse as a live/work artist housing development to be affordable for all individuals who live in Southeast Raleigh and make under 60% of the area income.   He pointed out in the total site itself not only has the use of multi-family but the Rex Senior Health Center is located at the site.  The goals of the Raleigh Arts Village are to teach the history of the entrepreneurial spirit in Southeast Raleigh and establish Raleigh as the national center for creative entrepreneurial ship.  The idea is to use creativity along with arts and culture as a methodology of economic development.  He pointed out for so long Southeast Raleigh has been an incredible place of arts and culture but they would like to really allow for this to strive and give an opportunity to those participants in the arts and cultural economy to have a place they can live as well as individuals who need affordable housing to live also.  The idea is to provide affordable live/work artists housing in which units have studio space and does not limit to just artists, but also anyone who wants to start a small business.  Mr. Joines pointed out this has been done in multiple states but he would like for this to be the first of its kind in North Carolina.  They land spirit and a sense of place, unite people, business, and commercial.  This would allow them to lift up the arts and cultural economy in Southeast Raleigh.  He reiterated the Raleigh Arts Village will be open to all individuals making below 60% of the areas’ median income and an additional 25% will be affordable to individuals making below 30% of the area median income.  They will make sure they are working with the Public Housing Authority, supportive service organizations, and arts and cultural organizations in leasing out the building.  He showed examples of other areas with this type of development.  He explained the development extensively.  The Rex facility will remain on site but the other three buildings will become live/work housing. He explained uses and conditions extensively.  He showed a visual of the finished development.  He briefly discussed location and context, the development concept, land uses, open space, vehicular parking, residential uses, non-residential uses, proposed uses, land use density, infrastructure, development management, etc.  He concluded they have been in conversation with a number of people from Saint Augustine’s University, North Carolina State University and BEST to tell the history of Southeast Raleigh through a Mural Project on  S. East Street that he feels will be a wonderful collaborative partnership between multiple universities, local artists, and community members.   
Lauren Kennedy, Kennedy Advisors stated he would like to make a brief statement about impact of the public getting together with private interests.  He pointed out their business includes putting together public private partnerships and they have had the great joy of putting together things locally like the American Tobacco Deal.  He stated although this project is small it has the potential to do something very special for that part of the City and he would encourage the group to think about the impact of not just making this one decision but the impact and the ripple effect he believes it would have for the surrounding properties and what it would do for the whole culture of this area of the City. 
Opponents 

Daniel Coleman, 517 Rock Quarry Road stated the South CAC met on the 28th of January and they voted not to support this rezoning.  He stated via phone the Central CAC voted on the 4th of February and they voted not to support the rezoning.  He stated they have reached a compromise at the City Council meeting that was held on January 15, 2013 that as this moved forward it would commit to 99 years upholding the rents at 60 and 30%.  He feels that Planning Staff and the Planning Commission should make sure they look at the uses.  He pointed out theoretically; they could have 49 small businesses live/work in the units.  He hopes the group will give some attention to the uses and ask how the businesses are going to operate.  They need to question whether it is going to be a blanket or special use permit how does this work, how does that work in the parking as it relates to how these people are going to bring trade in.  He stated to the people that are going to keep track of the income how exactly the City gets their sales tax, and monitor income with the residents remaining income compliant. He concluded if all of this is put together they feel this can work.   He concluded this is going to become a model and they might as well get it right the first time.  
CAC Report

None

No one else asked to be heard, thus Mayor McFarlane closed the hearing the matter was automatically referred to the City Planning Commission.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

Daisy Harris Overby

Assistant Deputy Clerk
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