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AVENUE

OAKWOOD HISTORIC 
DISTRICT (GENERAL)

APPLICANT:
BARBARA DOLL

Nature of Project: Grade portion of 
rear yard; remove two trees; relocate 
fence; plant new trees; remove 
retaining wall; construct new retaining 
wall; add new rear yard planting beds 
and plantings.



514 Oakwood Ave Additional COA Application information. 

I am writing to provide additional information and justification relative to the proposed grading plan for 
514 Oakwood Ave. Specifically, I am providing: 

 

1. A revised grading plan. The new grading plan substantially reduces the amount of fill and will 
result in a much less significant change to the overall topography of the back yard. The new plan 
includes two small 2-foot terrace drops at elevation 303 and at elevation 297. These terraces 
will provide reasonably flat lawn areas just beyond the existing wooden deck and at the back 
half of the yard. The new plan eliminates the steep four foot drop that was previously shown at 
the back southeast corner of the lot. The new proposed corner will drop approximately two feet 
in elevation at a 3:1 slope. This slope will be easily stabilized with grass. Further, the proposed 
3:1 slope can be mowed and thus maintained as lawn or with other herbaceous ground covers. 
Additional survey data was collected from the neighboring property to the south to better show 
how the grading will tie into the existing elevations at the edge of the property boundary. 
Grading will not extend beyond the property boundary. 

2. Two section views to show the extent of grade change across the back yard. A north-south 
longitudinal section, Section A-A’, and an east-west section, Section B-B’, have been provided. 
The location of the section views are shown on the grading plan. The sections show the existing 
and proposed elevations. The sections clearly indicate approximately two foot of fill at the back 
20 feet of the lawn area.  

3. Photo documentation of existing terracing of nearby properties within the same block bounded 
by Oakwood, Lane, Elm and East streets (See Figures 1-7). Photos indicate extensive pre-existing 
terracing of the land area within this corridor, which formerly was an open creek and drainage 
way, which is now culverted and buried. The attached photos show terracing in the backyards of 
518, 522 and 526 Oakwood Ave and at the back of 310 N. East St., which abuts 512 Oakwood 
Ave. In addition, a photo is provided to document extensive fill in the backyard of 517 E. Lane St. 
which abuts the backyard of 518 Oakwood Ave (see Figure 8). 

4. Evidence of existing terracing at 514 Oakwood Ave. Pre-existing terracing did exist at 514 
Oakwood Ave and is evidenced by an old stone wall that was mostly demolished during 
renovations in 2002 by the previous landowner. A small portion of the existing stone terrace 
wall remains in place and is shown in the Figure 9 photo. The photo also shows a pile of large 
granite stones that formerly made up the terrace wall.  

5. Photo documentation of surface scour from flows washing across the backyard of 514 Oakwood 
Ave (See figures 10 and 11). The terracing of the yard is intended to eliminate the velocity of 
stormwater runoff and associated scour and erosion that results. The runoff from 508 and 512 
Oakwood Ave and 310 N. East St. all flow to the backyard at 514 Oakwood resulting in large 
volume of water that travels at rapid velocities down the existing steeply sloped lawn.  

6. Letter of support for the proposed work from Alan and Lou Jurkowski, owners of 518 Oakwood 
Ave and 513/515 Lane St.   
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Figure 1: Upper terrace at 518 Oakwood Ave used for 
parking 

Figure 2: Lower terrace at 518 Oakwood Ave. 

Figure 3: Upper Terrace at 522 Oakwood Ave used for 
parking. 

Figure 4: Backyard of 522 Oakwood Avenue showing two 
terraces. Upper terrace consisting of a block wall 
approximately 5 feet in height. Lower terrace is a stone wall 
approximately two feet in height. 

Figure 5: Third terrace in the back of 522 Oakwood Ave with 
stairs to yard area located behind 526 Oakwood Ave. 

Figure 6: Backyard at 526 Oakwood Ave with vegetated steep 
sloped terrace between upper patio and lower lawn area. 



 

Figure 7: Terrace wall and associated fill located at the border 
of the backyard of 310 N. East St. and 512 Oakwood Ave 

Figure 8: Massive (>8 feet) of fill with debris (e.g. asphalt & 
buried chain link fence) located at the back of 517 E. Lane St. 
and bordering the backyard of 518 Oakwood Ave. 

Figure 9:  Pile of stone from former terrace wall and small 
portion of remaining terrace wall located at 514 Oakwood Ave. 

Figure 10: Surface scour and bare ground in backyard of 514 
Oakwood Ave resulting from erosive force of stormwater 
runoff 

Figure 11: Additional evidence of scour and 
bare ground due to erosion from stormwater 
runoff at 514 Oakwood Ave 
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